A year ago today, I was anxiously awaiting word from Ryukyuu Geidai as to whether or not my
scholarship application was accepted. ! knew then how fortunate I would be to be given such an
opportunity, but I never imagined what actually lay ahead of me. The celebratory day arrived when I
learned of my acceptance and that [ would actually be on my way to Okinawa to study for a year. Ileft
Hawaii with mixed emotions ~ on one hand, nervous about leaving my family and friends for the first time to
live away from home, and, on the other hand, excited about pursuing my dream to study and live in Okinawa.
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Okinawa — the mother land for this nikkei sansei Okinawan American. Immersed in her culture, her
people, her lifestyle, Okinawa has awakened my heart and spirit in ways I never dreamed of. My year here
has been brimming with new experiences which have broadened my horizons in ways unimaginable to me a
year ago. It has been such an honor to attend the Okinawa Kenjitsu Dai Gakko and to study and perform
under the direction of my sensei and senpai at school and at my odori dojo. They have shown me what the
true meaning of dance is. To feel the song, feel the dance, and feel where all of this originated from, gives
a totally new dimension to my dancing experience. What I now feel when I perform is unbelievable!
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Spending time with and getting to know my family and friends in Okinawa has, in itself, been such a
rewarding experience. To learn about where the roots of my family tree sits deeply gives me a strong
feeling of belonging in everything about Ginoza and my mother land. I have also been gifted with so many
friends with whom I've shared a multitude of learning experiences, and we enjoyed every minute of it!
And, I have seen so many performances! It has been an absolutely wondrous experience!
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My time is short and my year is almost over. [will always be grateful to the Okinawan government for
opening the door to such a spectacular chapter of my life. I will take with me all the knowledge that I've
gained and so many unforgettable experiences which have forever etched in my heart my love for Okinawa.
I will, undoubtedly, return.
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