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Day,

21/July (Sun.)

22/July (Mon.)

e 23/July (Tue.) 24/July (Wed.) 25/]July (Thurs.) 26/ July (Fri.) 27/July (Sat.) 28/July (Sun.) 29/ July (Mon.)
7:00 Wake-up time Wake-up time Wake-up time(6:00) Wake-up time Wake-up time
. Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast(6:30) Breakfast Breakfast
8:00
. Arrive in Culture & Performing . Departure
el Okinawa arts class B EECOl o #ToV *Recreation at beach
e . «Peace Prayer and *Gyokusen—do
10:00 . \Pl:':':etc};zr?:(g:::rnment i OSanshin
< OBuyo (Ryukyu dance)
-Comerstone of Peace | OKarate
11:00 ._!.:- L
*Peace Prayer and Lunch ‘Ir i 0
Memorial Hall «Eisa dance show & . }I ‘t%
12:00 Lunch class A
’ Meeting place: Lunch Meet host families at LW
Okinawa International beach (First group) P
Exchange & Human Resources . IIP- w
13:00 Development Foundstion Naha city Tour ) '\h
(OIHF) Traditional arts class L-— t.',l"
Orientation *Ryukyu glass fabric ?‘
Meet host families A [
14:00 L
Leave Gyokusen—do (Second group) P @
Pass the Kadena Air :;j‘ ‘
15:00 * Shurjjo Castle Base Meet host families at R
: Arrive at the hotel -Lacquerware -Factory of brown sugar |Leave Yanbaru OIHF (Last group) /f‘ i
A
16:00 *Nago pineapple park
Interchange program
™
17:00 Return to the lodge ﬂi"
l. )
. %
18:00 | I o Farewell Party
)| m with host families
19:00 Welcome Party Dinner at the hotef Dinner at the hotel Dinner (B.B.Q) Dinner ,él-:_ll E
Campfire :z-. E
20:00 =
\?I- u'_
-
21900 Briefing (20min) Briefing (20min) Briefing (20min) Briefing (20min) F‘ el
- o
22:00 Bed time Bed time Bed time Bed time Bed time
| 1 _
Lodging Hyp :‘;’: otel Hotel Sports Lodge Itoman | Hotel Sports Lodge ltoman! Hotel Sports Lodge Itoman Pension Carolina I_ Pension Caralina Oveml_g;;tmsi:.:{ at host 1 Hyper Hotel Naha - %
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2V/Julio (Domingou{ 22/Julio (Lunes) 23/Julio (Martes) 24/Julio (Miércoles) 25/Julio (Jueves) 26/Julio (Viernes) 27/Julio (Sdbado) 28/Julio (Domingo) || 29/Julio (Lunes)
700 | Levantarse Levantarse Levantarge(6:00) Levantarse Levantarse
: Desayuno Desayuno Desayuno(6:30) Desayuno Desayuno
8:00
9:00 Llegadaa Prictica de artes - Ecoturismo por Regreso al pafs
: Okinawa tradicionales Yanbaru -Recreacién en la
Visita Oficial al Parque -Gyokusendo playa
10-00 Gobernador de Conmemorativo de la | OSanshin
Okinawa (Kencho)  |Paz OBuyo (Baile Ryukyu) uaxlbL
+Léapida de la Paz OXKarate ‘@ {Lp
: e s
11:00 L ot X al= ;
~Templo Almuerzo $re Loy "] L »'\‘
Conmemorativo de la el ::"'I X
12:00 Lugar de reunién: Paz Show de Eisa '_,
’ Fundacién Internacional de| Almuerzo Almuerzo Encuentro con los v
Intercambio y Desarrollo familiares de Okinawa | st
13:00 Recursos Humanos de Paseo porla ciudad |Clase de artesania (primer grupo) .,l' e
i Okihawai(O1HE) de Naha tradicional -4
Orientacién -Taller de Vidrio = r
s | Ay [
; t ki
14:00 Salida de Gyokusendo o ctolsgade = h
Visita : grup e I| ik
15:00 *Castillo de Shuri Salidarde Yanbara o . ; _'..h
’ Llegada al hotel -Taller de laqueado de Recibimiento(iiltimo f b
Okinawa grupo) : OIHF en 1-'
) -Fédbrica de azicar . . Naha
16:00 Programa de negra(caiia de azicar) N2goiEineappl erPall
intercambio |i=
17:00 Llegada a la Pensién -',-. E"'. I}.I
ity
; | 2
e Llegada al hotel - i
Cena en el hotel Cena en el hotel Cena (Barbacoa) Cena en la Pensién ‘&‘" u: Fiesta de despedida I
19:00 Fiesta de Bienvenida "':,": m
Fogata o :" ﬁ,
20:00 e :|
A
5
21:00 Reunién Reunién Reunién Reunién I'I
1
292:00 Hora de acostarse Hora de acostarse Hora de acostarse Hora de acostarse Hora de acostarse
Aloja- | Hyper Hotel Pensién Carolina Pensién Carolina | Estadia con la familia tel | _ %
i | Naha Hotel Sports Lodge Itoman| Hotel Sports Lodge Itoman | Hotel Sports Lodge Itoman (Norte de Okinawa) | ( Norte de Okinawa) de Okinawa Hyper Hotel Naha )
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21/Julho fDomiun'))i 22/Julho (2a) | 23/Julho (3a) 24/Julho (4a) 25/Julho (5a) 26/Julho (6a) 27/Julho (Sdbado) 28/Julho (Domingo) | 29/Julho (2a)
7:00 | Acordar Acordar Acordar{(6:00) Acordar Acordar
Café da manha Café da manha Café da manha(6:30) Café da manha | Café da manha
8:00
0.0p | Chegadaem Aulas de Cultura e |Ecoturismo em
’ Okinawa o . Artes Tradicionais  |Yanbaru Recreacdo na praia Retorno ao
Visita oficial ao Museu Memorial da |-Gyokusendo pafs
10:00 ~ Governador de Paz OSanshin
= Okinawa OBuyo (Danga de
Lépide da Paz Okinawa) :%E"J s
Karate ok SR
11:00 o . vafre.
Pavilhdo da Paz Almogo Almogo oA At ;}, \%
I ¢ ¢ Ww&v B >\
12:00 Lugar de reunido: | Aula de Eisa Eg ]
- Fundagéo de Intercambio | Almogo Almogo 3 Encontro com as ;! m:
g‘::;::ﬁffﬂi e i familias de Okinawa 4 t\; Y
vimlento de M i T
13:00 Recursos Humanos de il lann emiialia Par? homestay(na 2} Q)I ]
Okinawa(OIHF) Praia) g ’ r{, o
14:00 Reuniio de orientagédo Encontro f"‘
o Aulas de Ligoes de  |Saida do Gyokusendo o A
Artesanato de '
15:00 Okinawa Saida Yanbaru Encontro ( na OIHF) A )'!:(e
. Chegada ao alojamento - Vidracaria 15 fi
Castelo de Shuri Nago Pineapple Park ,ffgl
16:00 -Laqueados Fabrica de agicar
’ Programa de Okinawanos F
intercambio i
17:00 Y,
Chegada ao alojamento |Chegada ao alojamento |Chegada ao alojamento |Chegada ao alojamento i :h.
|i "; |
18:00 pic
b
| =t B e
19:00 Testa de Boag-vindas Jantar Jantar Jantar (Churrasco) Jantar » H Festa de Despedida
Fogueira o, :
20:00 e :|
A0 -
91:00 Reunido (20 min) Reunido (20 min) Fd -
. Reunido (20 min) Reunido (20 min) I
2900 Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir
Alojam-| Hyper Hotel Hotel sports lodge Itoman| Hotel sports lodge Itoman|Hotel sports lodge Itoman| Pension Carolina Pension Carolina Eaile, namcasa Hyper Hotel Naha —
ento Naha anfitria e
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Gostei muito de ter participado deste
programa de intercambio cultural, pois com isso
vejo que aprendi muito sobre a historia, cultura e
tradigdo da terra dos meus antepassados e me
senti muito mais UCHINANCHU!

O pessoal que foi comigo do Brasil foi
muito simpatico. Sdo todas pessoas muito boas;
nunca vou esquecé-las e espero continuar a
manter contato com todas elas: Jacqueline,
Nency e Michiyo.

Em Okinawa, visitamos muitos lugares
bonitos e inesqueciveis, tais como o Kencho,
Shurijo, Kinen  Koen,
Gyokusendo, Ryukyu Glass e Kokusaidoori.
Estes lugares chamaram muito a minha atencgao
pela sua beleza e riqueza cultural. Fiquei muito
grato por ter tido a oportunidade de visita-los.

Heiwa Yambaru,

De todos os lugares que visitamos, o que
mais atraiu minha atencéao foi o Castelo de Shuri
(Shurijo), pois o castelo € muito bonito, e um dos
fatos mais interessantes é que o castelo foi
destruido durante a Il Guerra Mundial, porém, foi
restaurado A MAO,

totalmente uma coisa




incrivell Sao locais interessantes: a parte interna
do castelo, o local onde o imperador ficava, a
saida de emergéncia que da ao terceiro andar,
além da caverna existente debaixo do castelo.
Realmente sdo locais muito impressionantes.
Havia umas maquetes retratando algumas das
ceriménias que ocorriam no castelo antigamente.

Em um dos primeiros dias, nds do Brasil
fomos ver a apresentagéo de odori do Grupo do
BRASIL que estava se apresentando em
Okinawa. Foi um espetaculo muito bonito.
Depois disto, fomos convidados pela méae da
Michiyo, Gushiken Sensei, para participarmos da
festa que o pessoal fez para as dangarinas e
senseis. A sensei, que ensina odori em
Araraquara, Sra. Setsuko Kaneshiro, igualmente
se apresentou naquele dia.

Houve momentos em que fiquei triste,
como quando visitei Heiwa Kinen Koen pois néao
pude visitar algumas partes do parque porque
ndo estava passando bem. Fiquei também triste
em outros lugares por causa dos problemas
intestinais.

Gostei igualmente de Gyokusendo, pois
neste lugar fomos aprender a tocar Sanshin.
Estou praticando este instrumento, em
Araraquara, com o Nakandakare Sensei.
Apredemos também a dangar Eisa, algo também
que estou aprendendo com a Sensei Setsuko
Kaneshiro. Visitamos a caverna existente no
local que é muito linda e inesquecivel.

A natureza de Okinawa com suas aguas
limpidas e transparentes, o verde das florestas e
a cachoeira muito linda de Yambaru séao
lembrangas que ficardo sempre gravadas na
minha meméoria.

Apreciei muito as festas das quais
participei. Tive a chance de encontrar muitas
pessoas legais, como, por exemplo, 0s jovens
voluntarios Leandro e Leonardo que moravam
em S&o Paulo e que ja estdo morando em
Okinawa ha dois anos. Fiquei muito amigo deles.
Fiz amizade também com a Yoko, uma
okinawana muito receptiva que inclusive falava o
portugués muito bem. Além disso, havia a Minori,
uma voluntaria okinawana simpatica, que
igualmente falava portugués.Todos eles nos
auxiliarem muito durante a realizag&o do evento.

Durante o programa, fiz amizades com
diversas pessoas e ficamos amigos. Nao vou
esquecé-los. Posso mencionar entre outros
amigos o Luis Fernando (Hiroshi) e Jaime
(Jimmy) do Peru; Tomas e Daniel da Argentina;
os okinawanos: Ryoya (Gori), Kahori e
especialmente Moriyasu (Mori), um cara que me
ajudou muito e foi legal demais comigo.

Fiquei muito amigo também dos
assessores Naijto-san e  Oshiro-san, pessoas
que me ajudaram bastante na recuperagédo da
minha indisposicdo intestinal. O pessoal
voluntario que ficou a disposicdo da galera da
Ameérica Latina foi muito legal.

Meus sinceros agradecimentos as
seguintes pessoas:

Sra. Mitsue Yamada, minha professora
de nihongo do Kumon, que me treinou muito
para este tour;

Sr.  Tokio  Asato, presidente da
Associagdo Okinawa de Araraquara, que me
incentivou muito até o fim para este tour;

Srs. Shigeru e Kyoko Miyagi, meus
parentes okinawancs, que me acolheram muito
bem em sua casa, me levaram a lugares lindos e
me ajudaram a fazer as compras;

Srs. Coordenadores desse programa de
intercdmbio particularmente;

Sr.  Keiichi Inamine, Governador de
Okinawa;

Todos que me auxiliaram direta e
indiretamente  durante  este = maravilhoso
programa.

No final deste tour, aprimorei muito meu
conhecimento a respeito de Okinawa. Comprei
muitas lembrangas, inclusive um sanshin para
mim, para que UCHINA esteja sempre perto de
mim.

Agora, principalmente, tenho ainda mais
orgulho de ser UCHINANCHU! E sei que, se
depender de mim, ndo deixarei a tradigéo
okinawana morrer, pois nunca esquecerei de
UCHINA!

Prometi a meus amigos de UCHINA que
voltarei a Okinawa, e vou cumprir essa promessa
se Deus quiser, no proximo FESTIVAL
UCHINANCHU TAIKAI que sera daqui a 4 anos.



FHREDOAN 4 DENEPLERLCE L]

9. ROBEEO L2 A S 52 TFEY, it
RIZEHH L EITEY, 700 25 v 7, KU T
4 TDESADENRD b FOEEZ D22 TN
TV MEANRIZH S LT T,

FOZED 7 HEOWHETOWEL, #4707 T L
o7z, FIH, HEZSNV—F1T, HBICNETTY
NDZDFEDH A TR % &% E L 72, HITOEE
DEAPEERT, L THELLEST,

ROH, 7z IVHh2I8—=T 1 =3B o720 FIETH
YNERY . RAGTELAL, HoEDY v AIIFEF
T, ZOAPSEHE, AAGPOEZ TINA LI
HINn,

MOZIZRT, 58, FHraERER L, sl
BT ez, FHIERMEIL, S DADTE LA
MO T &, ZOHF T > 7o NA DEDS
HNENTFHOBE, ZoThoNEn"o0b D% R,
T ZORT—FHRIIFER S 73572 572
Zn, RIEMEHFFIORFEELYEZ D L)
272577,

F7o, ROEHIRFEOHEA AL 2L b TE, £
RFTIX, =8, 8B, Z2FO7N— 7125 T,
FNENFATZ, R, FRDOEIZE > T8
BALZF LT FORIIAALTIAY =B -7
ZF Ol WHEBOIbIZIL /2D L 72,

YN THOIIY 7—Tlt, BT TOED Y s
DERLBRE, v 70—TOEEWRZFEAS, T
7oy REIZEIZ AT 2 & HET 2,

REOH, L TUPRL B> TWDT, &Lk
EIN=T 4 =T TURL o7 Ald £ 07 —%
v FRFMK, FLUIENERCTLEE ) HoT
WEJ,

REIZE 72, RO % o TN S A RES
L7729,

B CHSDENE L IR FHATL, 8D
N4 DR ER, XLEELF Lz 7T VMWD
Z L DEANDTHEEIZD . D ZDRIEF(EZ 54

MR 7IUYT Ary— ¢ o .
Glaucia Nency Takara T e
N eeE/
77 V)V Brazil /{,)—/
ARl YN } .F
3 B
‘i\.ﬁ ;é,

ENHAHEB-TVWET, LT, fiF4, ok
FF—F 2DV LN IZE S TWE T,
ARBIZHYHE ) TENF L7,

Primeiramente, gostaria de agradecer ao

governo  okinawano por  possibilitar o
aprofundamento da cultura a descendentes desta
ilha que encontram-se em toda parte do mundo.
Também sou grata a dedicagio dos coordenadores e
voluntérios do Junior Study Tour 2002 e nfo posso
deixar de agradecer a Assosiagdo Okinawa do Brasil
por ter concretizado um sonho meu ao me

selecionar.

Ficamos em Okinawa por 7 dias (21 a 28 de
Julho) respeitando a programacio feita pelo
governo. Como no primeiro dia podiamos passear
por conta proépria, nés, brasileiros (acabamos por
levar nossos amigos argentinos), decidimos assistir
a apresentacdo de buyd representadas pelas
meninas de nosso pais. Tive uma sensacio de
orgulho ao ver o sorriso nos rostos do piblico
okinawano. No dia seguinte, na Festa de Boas
Vindas, Jackeline Shirado e eu sambamos e todos
divertiram-se com o ritmo e os movimentos da
mausica brasileira. O “sucesso ” foi tanto que todas as
noites pediam para ensinar-lhes samba.

Visitamas véarios lugares tais como: o Prédio do
Governo, o Castelo de Shuri e o Museu Memorial da
Paz que foi o lugar que mais marcou a viagem para
mim ja que vi duas coisas que nunca esquecerei: o
filme sobre a Batalha de Okinawa devido ao
sofrimento da populacdo e as lapides onde estdo
cravadas os nomes de todos os mortos na guerra.
Desta forma, aprendi a valorizar ainda mais a vida
e refletir sobre a paz mundial.

Conhecemos ainda um pouco de Naha (capital
de Okinawa). Em Gyokusendo, o grupo dividiu-se
para aprender sanshin, buyé ou karaté. Escolhi o
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buyd, jA que quando era crianga praticava este tipo
de danca. Depois, o grupo tocou Eisa. Nesse
momento, me senti mais préxima da cultura
okinawana. Em Yanbaru (regido Norte), fizemos
ecoturismo conhecendo a Natureza, e importéncia
de preservar os mangues e ainda caminhamos eté
chegar a cachoeira. Tivemos, também, oportunidade
para ir a praia.

No dltimo dia, houve uma Festa de Despedida
que foi muito comovente ja que o grupo se entrosou
de tal maneira que até hoje mantemos contato pela
internet, por cartas e algumas vezes por chamadas
telefonicas.

Finalizando, gostaria de agradecer novamente
todos que me ajudaram. Gostaria também de dizer
que nfo agi como turista: senti o calor do povo
okinawano e vivi a cultura fortalecendo entdo meus
lagos culturais. Sinto a secessidade de transmitir
minhas impressbes para os descendentes de
Okinawa do meu pais e me sinto mais uchinanchu
agora. Muito obrigadal!
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Por intermédio da Associa¢io Okinawa de Campo
Grande, fui escolhida para participar do Junior
Study Tour 2002. Eu nem acreditei, pois meu sonho
iria se tornar realidade.

Ao chegar, eu fiquei meio preocupada pois meu
japonés nao era fluente. Mas o ambiente
descontraido me deixou menos timida para tentar
conversar.

Apesar do pouco tempo, esse Tour foi muito
proveitoso pois aumentou meu cohecimento e meu
interesse pela cultura okinawana.

Tive o privilégio de conhecer a governadoria e vice
governador de Okinawa e também a Kokusai Dori
que reflete bem Okinawa nos dias atuais.

Ao visitarmos o Castelo de Shurijo e 0 Memorial da
Paz vivemos um pouco do passado de Okinawa. B
nesses lugares pude notar a forca, a crenca e a
esperanca do povo okinawano. Pois o Castelo de
Shurijo ja foi reconstruido 4 vezes e hoje € um ponto
turistico bastante visitado. E no Memorial da Paz,
as marcas da guerra me comoveram. Mas o
pensamento de que “ néo se pode esquecer a guerra,
mas viver num mundo sem ela é fundamental” é
constantemente transmitido.

Também tive a oportunidade de observar a
fabricac¢éo dos produtos mais aceitos pelos turistas e
pelos proéprios okinawanos que séo o Ryukyu Glass
e os laqueados. Experiéncia tinica.

No Brasil, eu ja me dedicava a aprender um pouco
de sanshin, eissa e buyo, mas aprender e assistir no
pais de origem foi muito melhor. S0 bem mais
dedicados e corretos.

A natureza do lugar se mostrou bem conservada.
Os mangues sdo bem cuidados e a cahoeira Hiji
Ohtaki tem uma beleza incomparavel. As praias
também s&o tnicas no mundo.

Mas a maior riqueza, que nés mesmos criamos, foi
a amizade, e aquilo que era apenas uma frase se
tornou realidade: ao nos encontrarmos, ja somos
irmaos.

Com certeza quero voltar a Okinawa poque este
Tour fez auentar ainda mais minha paixdo pela
provincia.

Agradego ao Geverno de Okinawa por ter me dado
oportunidade de conhecer o pais do meus
antepassados e de manter viva essa cultura
milenar.
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Estoy muy feliz y es un honor haber participado en
el Junior Study Tour. En el poco tiempo que estuve en
Okinawa he podido apreciar muchos de los valores que
tienen los Uchinanchu. Lastima que Okinawa queda
muy lejos de la Argentina. Desde chico siempre tuve la
esperanza de ir a Okinawa pero nunca me imagine
que mi primera vez seria de esta manera. Como
becario. Ya que generalmente si iba a visitar parientes,
generalmente es muy dificil conocer gente por uno
mismo. Me llevo de regreso muchas cosas lindas de
Okinawa, el respeto de la gente, y la buena educacién,
aunque estuve poco tiempo.



Me gustaron todas las excursiones (Kencho, Kokusai
Dori, Castillo de Shuri, Parque Conmemorativo de la
Paz, fabrica de wvidrio, Gyokusendo, Cascada de
Hijiotaki, Mangle, Ocean expo Park). Y las disfruté al
he divertido fue en la
excursion del Gyokusendo, porque pude realizar por

méximo. Donde mas me

primera vez la danza Ryukyu buyo, la que tanto
escuche hablar, y también practicar el Eisa, y disfrutar
de la musica; fue muy entretenido esta excursiéon. La
excursién que mas me intereso fue el Castillo de Yuri.
Donde més me conmovi y valoré fue en el del Parque
Conmemorativo de la Paz, porque reflexione la guerra
que pasaron mis abuelos paternos. Las visitas del
ecoturismo los disfruté; fue muy lindo observar toda
esa variedad de paisajes, y poder recorrer esa
vegetacién. Con respecto a Kokusai Dori disfruté de
toda esa variedad de locales me encanté, mas tuve la
suerte de ir tres veces. También me gusto ir a la playa,
porque es la primera vez que pude observar un mar
tan hermoso de aguas cristalina. Ah no me olvido de
las artesania, que pudimos realizar: el taller de vidrio y
el de laqueado de madera. Me gustaron todas las
excursiones, fue muy divertido lo pase muy bien, y
también me transmitieron mucha informacion y
sentimientos de esta cultura Uchinanchu.

La estadia en el Hotel Sports Londge, lo he pase
muy bien; me gusto el lugar porque se podian realizar
muchas actividades. Durante el tiempo libre tuvimos

tiempo de hacer actividades deportivas con los becarios.

Las actividades que realizamos fueron natacion, y
fiithol; actividades que me dieron la posibilidad de
integrarme o conversar un poco mas con los becarios.
En si las actividades que hacfamos durante el tiempo

libre en el hotel fueron entretenidas y lo pase muy bien.

No tuve problemas con el tema del ofuro, pero mi
primera impresiéon fue muy rara, ya que no estoy
acostumbrado. Me gusto el lugar y la zona, de la
pensién Carolina, es muy tranquilo.

También disfrute mucho de la fiesta de bienvenida
en el hotel de Itoman organizada por los alumnos del
colegio de Naha, con diversas actividades que se
continuaron durante las dos dias de nuestra estadia.
También bailamos, realizamos distintos juegos y
paseamos por Kokusai Dori, guiados por ellos. Muchas
gracias a ellos por atendernos y entretenernos durante
esos dias.

Con respecto a la comida no tuve ningin problemas;
probé de todo y tengo que admitir que la comida de
Okinawa es muy rica, y me encanto como desayunan
alli.

Con respecto al homestay, estoy muy contento

porque pude conocer a mis parientes maternos y
paternos. Algunos parientes maternos ya los conocia
porque vinieron a la Argentina a visitarnos, pero a por
parte de mi padre no conocia a nadie. El poco tiempo
que tuve con ellos lo disfruté mucho, tantos mis
familiares paternos como maternos, me han tratado y
recibido muy bien. Gracias por este rencuentro posible.

Lo que mas rescato del viaje es la conversacién con
los becarios, poderme relacionar con ellos, compartir
cosas con los becarios, o intercambiar informacion de
nuestras costumbres, fue algo lindo, es mas fue lo mas
importante. Poder o tratar de transmitirle algo a otra
persona. No pude hablar con todos, pienso que se debi6
al poco tiempo. Creo que pude hacer amistades, espero
que ellos sientan lo mismo. No los nombro porque son
muchos, pero estoy seguro que esas personas saber que
se logr6 una buena amistad. Y espero seguir
mandéandoles E-mail.

Como conclusién final de este viaje creo que yo pude
cumplir con los objetivo del viaje, en lo personal
aprendi muchas cosas de la cultura Okinawense, pude
comprender un poco més mis raices y esto me sirve
también para no perderlas y tenerlas bien presentes.
En este viaje valore muchas cosas, como poder hablar
nihongo, ya que me di cuenta que el idioma es
fundamental para la comunicacién. Poder comunicarte
con la gente, o que ellos te entiendan a vos, es
agradable. Por lo tanto pude realizar el intercambio
cultural, o sea les transmiti a ellos mucha informacién
y ellos a mi. En lo personal algo que, me encanto
realizar fue demostrarles un baile de tango portefio a
la gente de Okinawa. Lo que mas me emociona fue que
todo tenian un sentimiento profundo, en la fiesta de
despedida o en el aeropuerto de Okinawa todos se
pusieron tristes y comenzaron a llorar, me
sorprendieron ya que al ser todos tan expresivos, no lo
esperaba. Creo que tanto para mi como para todos esos
dias quedaron como recuerdo de momentos muy lindo
y experiencia inolvidables.

Al Staff organizador de Junior Study Tour 2002
muchas gracias por darme esta beca, y otorgarme la
oportunidad de vivir esta experiencia, les agradezco
por atendernos y recibirnos muy bien. Y espero que se
sigan realizando estos eventos para que otros
adolescentes puedan realizar experiencias como las
que tuve en estos dias.

Pd: voy a tratar de informar y difundir las
actividades del Junior Study Tour para que otros
adolescentes puedan participar el préximo afio. Con
respecto a mi voy a tratar de terminar mis estudios, y
tener presente el objetivo de poder volver a Okinawa.
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Estando realmente FELIZ por haber vivido estos
nueve dias en Okinawa, en primero lugar, quiero
expresar mi sincero agradecimiento hacia TODOS los
que participaron del tour. Extrafio horrores!

El clima fue muy calido, las calles muy limpias, la
gente amable, todos intentaban disfrutar de cada
momento y trataban de que los que lo rodeaban
también lo hagan.

La comunicacién se dificultaba con la mezcla de
idiomas, sin embargo esto no significé una barrera.
Cada uno se daba a entender como mejor podia. Cada
uno queria mostrar lo suyo (lo argentino en este caso) y
a la vez conocer y adaptarse aunque sea un poco a las
costumbres del otro. El acercamiento de los chicos del
tour fue muy reconfortante. Yo me senti muy c6moda.

La comida okinawense, en general, me gustd.
Solamente la forma de cocinar la carne (que no se le



quita la grasa), me resultaba un poco problematico
para comer. Tal vez porque no estoy acostumbrada.
Con respecto a las excursiones, creo que la eleccién de
los lugares a conocer fue la acertada. Los temas a los
que apuntaron eran muy interesantes.

El bombardeo a Okinawa en la Segunda Guerra
Mundial, en el Parque Conmemorativo de la Paz; la
practica de Eisa, Sanshin, Buyo y Karate en
Gyoukusendo fueron las principales experiencias de
interés histdrica y cultural okinawense.

Las imagenes del video de la Guerra fueron muy
impactantes, creo que a todos nos dej6 un poco
shockeados, mas atin sabiendo que estéds en uno de los
lugares en los que ocurri6 la catastrofe.

Las practicas de Karate y Eisa fueron muy
divertidas. Yo me rei mucho. Hacia cualquier cosa, no
coordinaba. Pero fue gracioso. Me gusté mucho el
hecho de que todos se animaran a hacer todo, sin
verglienza. Las demostraciones de todas las artes
estuvo barbara. Muy bueno!

Me parecié también una idea acertada que nos
hayan mostrado las diferentes areas de actividad
econdémica. Por ejemplo, la visita a los talleres de vidrio
y de laqueado, y a la fabrica de aziicar negra y Nago
Pineapple Park (muy bueno). El taller de laqueado y la
visita a Nago Pineapple Park fueron mis preferidos.

Me encanté participar en el taller de laqueado, yo
elegi Sakura y pegué todas las flores torcidas. El vaso
quehice en el taller de vidrio también me salié torcido.

La excursion que més me gusté fue la visita
guiada por Yanbaru. Caminamos mucho, pero valié la
pena. Las cataratas eran lindas. Pasé muy buenos
momentos ahi, todos se caian intentando subir a las
rocas.

Las playas eran hermosas, me hubiera gustado
que nos hubieran llevado mas dias para recorrerla y
disfrutarla.

La visita al Kencho fue la que menos me gusté.
Una de las menos atractivas también fue la del
Castillo de Shuri. Solamente era para sacarte un par
de fotos y contarle a tu familia y amigos que fuiste ahi.
Capaz fue porque no hubo mucha explicacién del
porqué de la visita.

Creo que hubiese sido mejor que se induzca a los
participantes a estudiar acerca de los lugares que
fbamos a visitar antes de la llegada a Japén. De esa
manera creo que se evitaria el bullicio, la dispersién o
la falta de interés durante las excursiones. Igualmente,
creo que o nosotros tendriamos que haber estado mas

adaptados al staff, o el staff mas adaptados a nosotros.
Es decir, si los elegidos del tour conocen solamente
inglés, solo japonés o s6lo portugués o castellano; creo
que la explicacién de las excursiones deberia ser en
todos los idiomas. De otro modo, sabiendo que el
tiempo que demoran las excursiones es escaso, creo
que hacerlo en 2 idiomas (por ejemplo: inglés y
japonés) seria lo ideal, siempre y cuando elijan
personas que tengan conocimiento suficiente de alguno
de estos idiomas.

El encuentro con mi familia fue muy emocionante.
Comi barbacoa, me llevaron a pasear...Creo que uno se
siente nervioso pero expectante a la vez porque esta en
un lugar que no conoce con gente que desconoce. Pero a
pesar de todo aquella es tu familia y uno la siente como
tal. Me hubiera gustado mucho pasar mas tiempo
junto a ellos. La estadia fue muy corta...

El 1dnico momento en el que me senti muy
incomoda fue en la visita al Gobernador de Okinawa
(Kencho). El hecho de que le entregaran un regalo a
Narryman (la chica de Cuba) delante de todas las
carnaras, y que luego se lo quitaran cuando no la
estaban enfocando, me parecié deprimente. ;Qué
intentaban demostrar? (Son re truchos) A mi entender
ella merece una disculpa. Vale aclarar que yo estoy
muy agradecida por todo (todos fueron muy amables),
pero creo que esa actitud no corresponde. Me parece
que se preocupan mas por aparentar que por ser.

Una queja: yo no estaba enterada y por ejemplo,
los bolivianos tampoco, de que durante los dos
primeros dias las comidas nos las teniamos que pagar
nosotros. Teniendo en cuenta que el dolar noestd 1 a 1
en todos los paises, me parece que tendriamos que
haber sido avisados. No solamente a los argentinos nos
cuesta, sino también a todos los de paises
latinoamericanos.

Todavia hoy sigo en contacto con muchos chicos del
tour, y me parece fantéstico que el idioma no impida la
comunicacién. Varias de las personas que me cayeron
muy simpdticas fueron con las que tenia menos
posibilidad de didlogo. Espero que el contacto
perdure...

Muchos recuerdos se me vienen a la mente. Es
una experiencia muy importante supongo que en la
vida de cada uno de nosotros. Para mi, fue como un
golpe: rapido y fuerte. Pero un golpe inolvidable.

Muy-muy feliz.
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Mi viaje a Okinawa

Los Preparativos:

Cuando fui elegido senti una tremenda alegria algo
que no podia describirlo con palabras, todas las noches
pensaba en el dia de mi partida y cada vez méas me iba
identificando como descendiente okinawense. Desde el
comienzo de mi elecci6n, Akamine san nos estuvo
preparando una vez por samana en su casa. Nos
estuvo ensefiando la cultura, historia, naturaleza,
sitios turisticos de Okinawa. Y con Jimmy estuve
preparando canciones para poder tocarlas el dia de
bienvenida.

Yo también estuve estudiando japonés y ademas
estuve practicando shamisen, eisa, y guitarra en el
“taller de AOP es por eso que me iba bastante
preparado y tranquilo al final del viaje me di cuenta
que todo ese esfuerzo y todo lo que decia Akamine san

deir sabiendo esas cosas me sirvieron muchisimo.

18 de Julio:

El dia de mi partida ya llegd, nos esperaba un vuelo
largo sentia como un pequeiio cosquilleo, ya que estaba
un poco nervioso y senti un poco de pena al despedirme,
pero sabia que me esperaba un gran viaje, no podia
creer que iba a viajar tan lejos y poder conocer la tierra
de mis antepasados, y tener amigos de todo el mundo.

20 de Julio:

Llegamos al aeropuerto de Narita como a las 5 y media
de la tarde. Después fuimos en bus casi media hora
hasta al aeropuerto de Haneda. Al ver las calles de
Japon por el bus, me emocione ya que sentia que cada
ves estaba més cerca de Okinawa, y pensaba en lo
fabuloso que lo pasaria.

Elvuelodemor6 2 horas y estuve durmiendo buen rato
cuando Akamine san me levanto a ver Okinawa. jjjQue
bonito se veia!!l, ya me estaba imaginando como seria
el Junior Study Tour.

Después recogimos las maletas y al avanzar vi a lo
lejos un montén de personas que estaban con las
bandera de Pert, Bolivia, Brasil y Argentina. Y al
entrar a la salida me esperaban mi familia. En ese
momento me llen6 una sensaciéon de mucha alegria y
un poco de nerviosismo ya que me encontraba con mi
familia a la cudl yo conocia solo por fotos, comencé a
apreciar y valorar lo bonito que es estar cerca de tu
familia, y lo valioso que habia ser sido elegido para esta

beca.

Domingo, 21 de Julio:

Este dia lo aprovechamos como dia libre. Salimos a
pasear por las calles y vimos la construccion del nuevo
monorriel en Okinawa, pero lo que mas me impresiono
y agradé fue que la gente dejaba sus motos sin
ninguna
sefializaciones de transito estaban bien marcadas y los

proteccion contra ladrones, que las
conductores respetaban esas sefializaciones y la los
peatones, y pude comprobar con mis propios ojos todo
lo que me decia mi familia de porque Japén es una de
las culturas més avanzadas y lo diferente que era con
respecto a mi pais. Me fui a dormir rdapido y Akamine
san me recordé que debia ponerme mejor porque

mafiana ya comenzaba jjjEl Junior Study Tour!!!

Lunes, 22 de Julio:

Llegamos al lugar de reunién, OIHF. Nos llevaron a
una sala de estudio y nos entregaron un polo que
teniamos que usarlo el dia de la visita al prefecto y el
dia de sayonara party. También nos dieron un maletin




e O 2 3

con informacion del horario de los grupos, y nos
entregaron una cartuchera y un impermeable.
Después Naito san nos dio charla y presento a todos los
del staff. También escogimos. Luego vino la
presentacion de cada uno. Salimos del OIHF y
llegamos al hotel de Ttoman. El hotel era muy bonito,
tenia de todo. Ese dia vinieron los jévenes de Okinawa
Shogakukoko, que nos iban a animar la fiesta de
bienvenida, barbicue y sayonara party, hubo varios
juegos, bailamos todos juntos miisica brasilefia y un
baile japonés y luego, al termino de los juegos pusieron
los numeros. Nosotros tocamos guitarra. Me
encontraba muy contento y ya comenzaba a disfrutar

el viaje, y hacer amigos de otros paises.

Martes, 23 de Julio:

Llegamos al Kencho, estuvimos esperando un rato y
nos reunimos por paises y por banderas. Vinieron
también bastantes canales de television. Entonces
1leg6 el subprefecto Higa con las demaés autoridades de
Okinawa. Después mencionaron a cada uno de los
paises participantes y el subprefecto Higa fue a
saludar a cada uno de nosotros. Luego de la reunién
fuimos a conocer el kencho, y al nuevo edificio donde
estd el parlamento. Nos llevaron al tltimo piso, de
donde se observa gran parte de la ciudad, de Okinawa,
nos explicaron que este es el edificio mas alto de
okinawa ya Kencho es el edificio de mas importancia.
Luego nos ensefiaron una laguna artificial sin agua en
donde estaba representado las islas de Okinawa y el
castillo de Shuri. Mas tarde nos llevaron a conocer el
parlamento Okinawense.

Luego de teminar de comer nos reunimos para ir al
paseo por las calles de Naha, primero fuimos a ver las
calderas que eran como un tipo de cocina antiguo y nos
explicaron que era una de las pocas que quedaban en
Okinawa pero que ya no funcionaban. Luego fuimos a
visitar algunos refugios de la guerra que eran como
pequetias cuevas en donde la gente se escondia cuando
habia bombardeo o cuando atacaban los americanos.
Después fuimos a caminar por Kokusai Dori, la calle
principal de Naha. Habian muchas tiendas,
restaurantes y un gran mercado de pescados, mariscos,
vegetales, carnes y otros productos.

De ahi fuimos al Castillo de Shuri, subimos una colina
y primero pasamos por la puerta de Shureimon, nos
explicaron que esta entrada fue destruida después de
la guerra y ha sido verias veces restaurada. Seguimos

avanzado y pasamos por la puerta de Kankaimon, nos

explicaron que sélo los reyes o invitados especiales
podian pasar esta puerta ya que era la puerta antes
del castillo. También vimos un pequeiio pozo donde
habia agua pura, y la guia nos explicé que era el agua
de las montafias. Luego entramos al castillo de Shuri,
habfa una inmensa plaza y al frente el castillo.
Después entramos al museo, vimos la silla del rey,
escritos antiguos y objetos del castillo. Me gusté mucho
el castillo de Shuri ya que conoci parte de la historia
antigua del pueblo de Okinawa y apreciar la grandeza
de su pueblo al crear y reconstruir una maravilla como

es el castillo de Shuri.

Miércoles, 24 de Julio:

Ese dia fuimos al Parque de la Paz. Nos mostraron un
video de la guerra, estuve constantemente anotando
porque me interesé bastante en ese tema. Nos
explicaron que se construyé este templo en esta zona
porque ahi murié el jefe de la escuadra maxima del
ejercito de Okinawa, y tamibién que muchos civiles
perdieron la vida arrojandose al vacio de las montafias
ya que al ser rodeados por los barcos americanos no
tenian donde ir. En la batalla de Okinawa se perdieron
mas de 236,000 vidas entre militares y civiles. Y luego
de 30 afios los familiares pudieron ir a recoger los
huesos de sus familias ya que Okinawa estaba
restringido por los Americanos. Luego de la proyeccion
del video fuimos a visitar al Museo conmemorativo de
la Paz, al ver todo lo que habian sufrido los
okinawenses durante la guerra senti tristeza ya que
supe que mis abuelos y bisabuelos habian pasado por
lo mismo y comprendi el dolor y sufrimiento por la
guerra, pero al mismo tiempo me maravillaba de c6mo
el pueblo okinawense habia podido levantarse de la
guerra y ser una prefectura muy desarrollada.
Después bajamos a ver el Heiwa no Ishiji, donde estan
todos los nombres de los fallecidos en esa guerra entre
civiles y militares cerca de 230,000 personas. Cada
nombre estéd esculpido. También vimos la flama de la
paz, rodeada en una pileta y se encuentra entre el mar
y los bloques del Heiwa no Ishiji. Luego fuimos a
visitar el templo conmemorativo de la Paz, en donde al
entrar te tienes que lavar las manos, al entrar se
encuentra la estatua gigante del Buda (12 metros de
altura) como sefial de paz, y se hace origami de un ave
escribiendo un deseo como mensaje de paz.

Al salir del parque fuimos al taller de vidrio de Ryukyu,
nosotros también tuvimos la oportunidad de hacer todo
le proceso y luego fuimos al taller de laqueado de



Okinawa. Donde hicimos una figura en un plato.

Jueves 25 de Julio:

Ese dia teniamos que ir a Motobu y llegamos a
Gyokusendo. Ahi nos separaron en grupos de acuerdo
a lo que habiamos escogido Sanshin, Buyo o Karate.
Las profesoras de Shamisen nos explicaron como
utilizar el shamisen y sus diferentes afinaciones. Y nos
ensefiaron la cancién Tinsagunu, practicamos con
shamisen de lata, kankara sanshin. Yo me sentia
contento porque sabia tocar shamisen y pude ayudar a
mis amigos a ensefarles. Nos dieron la partitura y nos
llevaron a que hagamos la presentacion en el auditorio.
Luego entro el grupo de Buyo y bailaron la danza
general. Y por tltimo entro el grupo de karate que hizo
su demostracion, luego el sensei de karate también
hizo su demostracién sélo y con armas.

A continuacién fuimos a hacer el recorrido por la cueva
de Estalactitas, son miles de piedras que terminan en
punta y que dice que crecen lem cada 100 anos, es un
recorrido largo y hay bastante agua que viene de la
cueva. Fuimos a ver el show de eisa y lo que me
impresiono ya que nunca lo vi en Perd es que no
usaban CD o cassette para bailar ya que todo era en
vivo, me impresiono la fuerza ya las ganas que’le
ponian y no se notaba que estuvieran cansados. Me
gusto mucho el baile ya que yo también practiqué eisa
en Perd, y me sentia muy contento e identificado al ver
el show y también al practicar eisa. Luego fuimos a la
fabrica de aztcar. Ahi una guia nos explico todo el
proceso de cémo se prepara la azicar, primero lo
trituran y lo calientan, eso se mueve hasta que se
enfrie y ya esté listo para comer. En el camino al hotel
tuvimos una vista maravillosa del las playas de
Okinawa. Ya estaba ansioso por ir a verlas.

Llegamos a la Pensién Carolina, que era como un hotel
campestre al aire libre, totalmente diferente al hotel de
Itoman. Y luego se realizo la fogata, hubo muchos
fuegos muy graciosos y bailamos mucho. Yo pensaba
en todo lo que habia hecho hasta ese dia y lo rapido que
se habia pasado el tiempo desde que fui escogido para
la beca.

Viernes, 26 de Julio:

Nos separamos en grupos para ir a hacer Ecoturismo
por Yanbaru. Yo primero fui a los Mangles. Hicimos un
recorrido de media hora y caminando, y el guia nos
explicaba los diferentes tipos de plantas ya mangles
que habian en la zona, como crecian y se alimentaban.

También nos explicanron los diferentes tipos de
animales como cangrejos, y aves, también vi a los gatos
salvajes que s6lo se encuentran en esta zona. Los
mangles se encuentran en la entrada del rio Kesaji,
crece en la mezcla de aguas de rio y mar y también se
puede hacer paseos en bote.

Después fuimos a la Cascada de Hijiotaki la caminata
eran subidas y bajadas constantes el paisaje era
impresionante y al naturaleza es el elemento esencial
del recorrido. El guia nos iba explicando las plantas
que habia en esa zona los animales como las ararias y
lagartijas, las mariposas y las aves. También pasamos
un puente colgante. Bajamos una gran cantidad de
escaleras para llegar a la cascada de Hijiotaki. Al verlo
es impresionante, la vista que se obtiene y el aire que
se respira es un ambiente de paz y alegria. Luego
fuimos al Pineapple Park. Nos explicaban los
diferentes tipos de plantas y pifias. Para mi la pifia es
la fruta mas rica de Okinawa y para que pueda
mantener ese sabor lo debe tratar muy bien y pude
constatar en el parque. Ese dia en la noche hubo
fuegos artificiales afuera del hotel.

Sabado 27 de Julio:

Todos estdbamos tristes porque estamos llegando al
final. Muchos se pusieron a llorar ayer, yo me estaba
dando cuenta de lo corto que estaba resultando el
tiempo, y las bonitas amistades que habia hecho en
este viaje. Luego partimos hacia Nago Beach, una de
las mejores playas en Okinawa, jjjjLa playa es una de
las cosas mas bonitas que he visto en mi vida!!l!, la
arena es blanca como el azicar y no quema, el agua es
muy cristalina, y se pueden ver los peces y los corales y
se puede nadar como una piscina porque no hay olas,
lamentablemente en mi pais no hay playas tan bonitas
es por eso que disfrute mucho el estar en la playa y con
mis amigos. Luego fuimos a ver el acuario, donde
habian peces raros, focas, y tiburones. Y luego fui al
Homestay, toda la tarde hasta la noche la pase con mis
tios, tias y conoci a todos mis primos. Estaba muy
contento ya que habia podido conocer a toda mi familia
de Japon, yo me senti muy contento ese dia del
Homestay al estar cerca de mi familia y pasar con ellos

todo el dia es como si la sangre llamara.

Domingo 28 de Julio:
Fuimos al Miyako hotel para la fiesta de despedida. Mi
familia, me fue a ver al Miyako hotel. Nos sentaron en

sillas cada una con su nombre y comenzo la ceremonia.




Hablaron de lo bueno que habia sido el intercambio, y
esta experiencia, y luego nos entregaron a cada uno el
diploma de estudio. Luego hicieron pasar a todos a
comer y comenzaron a pasar fotos de todo nuestro viaje
y algunos estaban llorando ya que eran las fotos desde
el principio de nuestro viaje, hasta el final todas las
cosas buenas que habiamos vivido durante esta
semana tan corta.

Luego comenzaron las actuaciones yo toque guitarra y
bailé eisa, y terminé con la cancién Best Friend, al
teminar la fiesta todo fue muy triste, todos echamos a
llorar y no parabamos de llorar, después de tanto
tiempo juntos, de hacernos tan amigos nos sentiamos
bastante contentos pero muy triste porque nos ibamos
a extrafiar mucho. Yo lloré mucho ese dia, mi familia se
puso muy contenta por haber venido y todo lo que hice
y participé. jjjEstaba contento porqué me dijeron que
estaban orgullosos de mill! Algunos de mis amigos
sabia que no los iba a ver y me despedi con un fuerte
abrazo, y no olvidé a nadie de darle mi tarjeta y regalo
y de pedir su correo, luego Naito san nos dejo que
tenfamos que ir al Hyper Hotel, me despedi de todos y
agradeci muchisimo por toda la fabulosa semasa que

pasé.

Lunes 29 de Julio:
Al llegar al aeropuerto tuve que hacer la triste
despedida, estaban todos mis amigos japoneses, mi
familia, mis primos, éramos los dltimos y vi que todos
comenzaban a llorar, yo también me puse asi, Luego
me despedi de todos y dejé de estar triste y les
a nuestros mis amigos

prometimos que nos

volveriamos a encontrar algiin dia. Con ese deseo nos

regresamos a Per.

Mi Conclusién:

No podia creer lo réapido que se habia pasado el viaje y
todos los buenos momentos que habia pasado, todos los
lugares que habia conocido, ver las cosas que sélo
conocia por fotos o videos, conocer a mi familia, en fin
una experiencia tnica, me di cuenta al final de mi viaje
que todo las ensefianzas que me dieron mis padres y
las cosas que me ensefiaron en el taller de la Asociacion
Okinawense y Akamine san me sirveiron de mucho,
me ayudaron a desenvolverme mas y a sentirme mas
contento y orgulloso de ser uchinanchu y peruano.
Ademas pude conocer otros tipos de cultura, j6venes de
todas partes y jjjChicas Muy Bonitas!!!, ver como es el
modo de vida del Japén, su cultura y la diferencia que
existe con la de Peni. Me pude dar cuenta de que a
pesar de que todos los jévenes proveniamos de
diferentes lugares teniamos algo en comun como
jévenes y uchinanchu, ya sea por ejemplo en la miisica,
eisa, shamisen, el fiitobol, etc. Eso fue una de las cosas
que més me impacto y méds bonitas del viaje, poder
relacionarme con todos. Siempre tendré guardado en
mi memoria este viaje tan maravilloso que tuve, y
espero en el futuro ser un nexo y guia en las relaciones
del Peri con Okinawa, y no perder las amistades que

hice en el viaje y espero que mas gente como yo pueda
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“Okinawa: En mi sangre y en mi mente”

El dia de la entrevista fue un dia muy intenso. Todos
los jovenes postulantes habiamos venido con la misma
meta y el mismo propoésito: “el ser los mejores, para asi,
obtener la codiciada beca”.

Bueno, ese dia en la tarde, nos reunimos todos los
participantes y esperamos a que nos llamaran para
entrar a unos cuartos donde nos hicieron algunas
preguntas sobre Okinawa, qué tanto uno conocia de
ella, de sus comidas, etc.

Eran cuatro cuartos y todos estdbamos nerviosos.
Imaginense entrar a un cuarto sélo con dos personas
mayores, serias, haciéndote preguntas y, como los que
entraban primero, salian con unas caras de susto y no
podiamos hablar con ellos, no sabiamos realmente qué
pasaria...

Me llegé el turno y, por supuesto, estaba un poco
nervioso, pero mientras iba camino al cuarto me dije:
icalmate, respira profundo y relajate, entra seguro de ti
mismo, con una gran sonrisa, carisma y con la mente
siempre positiva: | supe que lo iba a lograr ! Luego al
terminar mi entrevista, sali feliz y con la misma
sonrisa con la que entré, sabiendo que hice mi mejor
esfuerzo. Y cuando terminanron con todos, nos
reunimos para una entreviata grupal, y al término de
ello nos pusimos a conversar de como se sintié cada




uno de nosotros.

Al llegar a mi casa mis padres ya tenian la buena
noticia y crefan que yo ya lo sabia, pero no era asiy
ellos pensaron: | que bien lo oculta !, pero, cuando me lo
contaron, al comienzo, jno lo podia creer!!!, estaba tan
feliz que me puse a abrazar a toda mi familia y me
dieron unas ganas de gritar y de saltar.. Luego
celebramos y al termino del dia me dio un dolor de
cabeza por tanta emocion en un solo dia.

De alli hasta la fecha del viaje nos estuvimos
preparando culturalmente con Akamine san y
artisticamente en la asociacién.

Al llegar a Olinawa no lo podia creer, era un lugar

hermoso y eso que todavia no habia visto nada.
iQue emocion!! Mi familia en Okinawa habia ido al
aeropuerto a darme la bienvenida, estaba tan feliz,
senti ese carifio que me dan cuando estoy en casa.
Conoci a los demdas sudamericanos, jqué bien!. Tuve
con quien hablar espafiol ese dia. También conoci a
todos los del staff que estarian con nosotros toda la
semana.No podia esperar mas para conocer a mas
personas.
El dia que nos presentamos todos en el OIHF, fue un
poco “frio” ya que no nos conociamos todos, pero
cuando deciamos nuestros nombres era muy gracioso y
mas tarde cuando fuimos al Hotel Sports Lodge
Itoman en la fiesta de bienvenida, con todos los juegos
de intercambio, y con las presentaciones artisticas;
empezamos a conocemos més y ese fue el inicio de una
gran amistad entre todos nosotros.

Lo que mas me ha impresionado de Okinawa, aparte
de todos los lugares que he visitado, ha sido el respeto
que tienen los demas para con otras personas, el orden
y desciplina que impera y lo expresan en sus casas o al
caminar por la ciudad y jque uno imita porque sabe
que es algo bueno!!, me senti tan seguro y protegido en
todo momento... También, cuando uno va a comprar,
los vendedores te tratan muy bien y conversan contigo
aunque no compres nada; siempre te saludan, a donde
vayas o en donde te encuentres caminando. jEso es lo
que me gusta, el carifio uchinanchu!!!

De todos los lugares a donde hemos ido, el que mas
me ha impactado, ha sido el Museo de la Paz. Al ver
aquel video, que fue lo primero que vimos, me dio un
duro golpe en el corazén, al saber que nuestros
antepasados sufrieron todo lo que vi en ese video tan
revelador, tan real, ya que no habia sido editado, tan
crudoy despiadado; no sé que mas decir ya que no hay
palabras que describan la querra...

Al pasar por otras salas, vimos testimonios escritos por
personas que estuvieron presentes en la guerra.
También vimos las municiones, los medicamentos y
otros accesorios que utilizaban en ella. Luego vimos
una representacién en maqueta, de tamaiio real, con
maniquies y otras cosas que mostraban cémo vivieron
después de la guerra.

Al salir e ir donde se encuentra la Flama de la Paz, las
Lépidas de la Paz y el Templo Conmemorativo de la
Paz; me hizo sentir mejor, al saber, que todos
descansan y viven en paz ahora. Al término de esta

visita supe que todos estos monumentos los
construyeron para recordar y darse cuenta del nefasto
dafio que causa la guerra y aprender de ello que vivir
en paz es lo mejor de todo.

Lo mas triste de todo fueron los tltimos dias, ya
que todos nos ddbamos cuenta de que se acababa la
semana y dentro de muy poco tendriamos que regresar
a nuestras casas...

Con el paso de los dias todos nos fuimos
conociendo. Yo por mi parte, conoci a mucha gente
maravillosa y, con ellos, nos convertimos en muy
buenos amigos y sobretodo en una familia que
empezaba a quererse mucho.

En el dia de la fiesta de despedida hubieron muy

bonitas presentaciones artisticas ya que todos hicieron
su mejor esfuerzo para que salga una actuacién bien
hecha.
Al término de la fiesta, fue algo muy emotivo el ver
cémo algunos se ponian a llorar, yo también derramé
algunas lagrimas ya que sabia que no los iba a ver
nunca mas o en mucho tiempo. Por una parte estaba
triste, pero por otra, estaba muy feliz porque habia
conocido a gente de mi edad, muy alegre, muy
maravillosa, con las que comparti muchas cosas.

Estoy tan feliz de haberlos conocido a todos. Con
ellos he aprendido a interrelacionarme con otras
personas del mundo porque aqui todos éramos de
paises diferentes, pero con la misma sangre
uchinanchu que corre por nuestras venas. También
aprendi a comunicarme. Hemos jugado, bailado y
conversado taaanto...!Ahora los extrafio mucho!!!

Para terminar quiero agradecer a todos los que
trabajan en el kencho y que hacen posible que muchos
jovenes como nosotros podamos ir a la tierra de
nuestros bisabuelos, abuelos o padres. Agradecer
también por todo el esfuerzo que hacen y seguiran
haciendo en una labor ardua para reunir diferentes
generaciones, que hablan diferentes idiomas y tienen
nuevas costumbres, pero con el mismo espiritu
UCHINANCHU.
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A tiempo de saludarle muy respetuosamente, me
permito  hacerle llegar mis  reconocidos
agradecimientos por haberme otorgado la beca que
hizo posible mi viaje a la hermosa ciudad de
Okinawa.

Quiero reiterar a través de esta carta mi profundo
reconocimiento a su digna autoridad por haberme
permitido tener la oportunidad de conocer mis
raices culturales y de sangre y el de haber podido
apreciar a una Nacién ejemplar.

A continuacién detallo mediante resumen el
informe de mi viaje a la ciudad de Okinawa:

En primer lugar agradezco al sefior Keiichi



Inamine, Governador de la Prefectura de
Okinawa-Japén y a los Sres. Directores OKINAWA
KENJINKAI SANTA CRUZ-BOLIVIA, por
prindarme esta beca inolvidable. Ha sido mi primer
experiencia de viajar en avién y he conocido cinco
Aeropuertos en cada escala que he hecho ( Sao
Paulo, Los Angeles, Narita, Haneda y Naha ).

He quedado impresionado de ver el mar por
primera vez, las montafas, las ciudades y me gusté
bastante esa amabilidad humana que he recibido
del Gobernador y de los participantes, y poder
encontrarme con mis parientes de parte de mi
madre. Quiero informarle que ha sido muy poco
tiempo, pero estuvo muy hermoso el viaje, por eso
me gustaria volver a encontrar con todos los
participantes de Junior Study Tour, ha sido muy
lido y serd un recuerdo que durara toda mi vida,
hasta ahora no termino de contar a mi familia, a
mis amigos porque la he pasado muy bien, y siento
que es muy importante el idioma, por esa razén voy
a empezar a estudiar para aprender el idioma
japones.

Otra cosa que he podido observar es el Castillo de
Shurijo que es super impresionante para mi porque
nunca habia visto un castillo tan garande y
hermoso.

Otra de las cosas que me impresiond es el Parque
Conmemorativo de La Paz, es un lugar inmenso
donde también pude ver el video de la segunda
guerra mundial, el cual me conmovié bastante, ya
que fue algo realmente muy triste para muchas
personas.

Dentro de mis experiencias practicas fue estar en
un taller de vidrio, donde pudimos observar como se
elaboran las cosas de vidrio incluso hicimos un vaso
de vidrio.

También aprendi EISA que me gusté mucho porque
nunca antes he participado. Ademaés, me encanto el
show de delfines, donde pude observar muy de cerca
esos bellos delfines, y los acuarios que son tan
grande e impresionantes, ahi pude ver la cantidad
de peces y animales acuaticos que nunca antes mis
ojos habian tenido el privilegio de ver, porque donde
yo vivo, en Bolivia no se conoce ninguno de estos
animales.

En esa excursiéon tuvimos una caminata que me
gusto, pues fuimos por KOKUSAI DORY durante
dos horas, que la pasamos fenomenal, es un
mercado enorme y hermoso donde pude comprar

algunos regalos para mi familia, ademéas de
observar algunos animalitos del monte. Cuando
subimos a las montafas y llegamos a una catarata
donde todo era muy hermoso, el agua, las piedras
son tan grandes y sobre todo la subida arriba fue
muy bonito porque era todo escalera y no habia
mucha tierra, también pasamos por un puente
colgante que era muy garande y podia ver abojo el
agua y las plantas, era todo tan hermoso aunque
debo confesar que santi un poco de miedo mirar
hacia abajo.

También tuve la oportunidad de aprender un poco

de Karate, porque pasamos clases aunque no fue
por mucho tiempo, sélo fue una y media hora en un
dia, me hubiese gustado que hubiera sido todos los
dias para asi poder aprender més de ese deporte por
ser tan importante.
Una de las cosas que mas me impresion6 fue
cuando por primera vez entré en un lugar tan
bonito que era casi como un tinel, entramos debajo
de la tierra y estuvimos allimas de treinta munutos,
y cuando miraba para arriba veifa solo unas puntas
que parecian raices y de alla salia agua, es decir
goteaba abajo del camino por donde estabamos
caminando, era un agua cristalina, jQue cosa mas
bella !, me senti tan feliz. Cuanto anhelo volver a
ese lugar.

Debo decirle que me senti muy solo y triste
porque no pudo ir conmigo un representante de
Kenjinkai, Santa Cruz-Bolivia, ya que todos los de
los otros paises tenian sus guia o sus acomparfiantes
y los tnicos que no la tuvimos, fuimos los dos
participantes de Bolivia, y nos hizo mucha falta,
porque si queria preguntar alguna cosa o palabra no
tenia a quien recurrir porque casi ellos no estban
con nosotros. Sin embargo debo también expresar
mis agradecimientos al sefior Shinzato Daniel por
haberme prestado su apoyo y haberme ayudado a
dialogar con otras personas como inteprete.

Al reiterar al Gobernador mis
agradecimientos por todo cuanto aprendi y recibi de
este tan hermoso viaje, hago propicia la oportunidad
para saludarle con mis consideraciones mas

senor

destinguidas.

Muy Atentamente,
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Visitar Okinawa fue mucho mas de lo que pude
imaginar. su amor por la paz, la naturaleza y la
mirada puesta en el porvenir hacen de Okinawa,
sin duda alguna, un paraiso, sobre todo posible por
sus personas, su sentimiento, su amabilidad y
gentileza, su sensibilidad y amor por lo que hacen.

Doy gracias a todos por este regalo, el mejor que
haya recibido.

Siento que algo importante dentro de mi cambio,
¥ quiero conservar ese sentimiento por siempre.

Agradezco tambien las atenciones que recibi por
parte de todos, teniendo siempre en cuenta cada
uno de mis anhelos, dandome la posibilidad de
practicar shanshin, bailar eisa, asistir a una
presentacion de danza tradicional okinawense y en
fin, disfrutar de la amistad de descendientes de
otros lugares y del mismo Japon, intercambiando
ideas y deseos futuros.

Fue maravilloso tambien compartir con mi
familia, a la que nunca habia conocido y de la que
me siento muy orgullosa, porque al igual que los
amigos que me recibieron como una integrante mas
de su familia, me hicieron sentir mas intensamente
el sentimiento de los okinawenses.

A usted muchas gracias por su preocupacion
y al resto del equipo, felicitaciones por el acertado
programa y la organizacion del evento, mi saludo a
Oshiro san y a Yuko por su especial cuidado y su
amistad, a ella felicitaciones por su excelente
trabajo y a todos los que involuntariamente no
recuerdo sus nombres.

Muchas gracias por todo

Saludos
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Sanshin, Buyo, Karate Taiko, Glasswar- & Laquerware
Okinawa is a place that is spiritually

uplifted, and very peaceful. All the people I met in
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Okinawa were unbelievably nice and their attitudes
were awesome. A certain someone from the trip had
told me that peace is very important because of the
invasion of Okinawa. That bit of information was
very enlightening to me. In Okinawa, all of the
participants in the Junior Study Tour participated in
classes to learn segments of sanshin, buyo (Ryukyuan
dance), karate, and eisa (taiko). I learned that
sanshin is a three string instrument that is like a
guitar. In Okinawa it’s considered the most popular
instrument. I've seen different kinds such as one that
is made of a coffee can and one that is made of a
Python’s skin. I was so fortunate to observe fellow
peers who performed Buyo, I enjoyed watching them
dance. I participated in Karate; I've learned that it is
an important part of the Okinawan heritage and
culture. I had alot of fun when I learned how to
perform taiko. Making glass in Okinawa was really
fun and educational because it was “hands on” instead
of from the book. When I made laquerware, it was
almost like carving wood, which was really fun. I
realize it’s important to the Okinawan culture.
Hijiotaiki Falls, Mangrove, Peace Praver, Peace
Memonal Kokusai Dori, & Shuri Jow

Hijiotaki Falls in Okinawa is so beautiful and
refreshing. I learned that there is a short hike before
reaching the waterfalls and its trees and vines grow

wildly. There are spiders, snakes, lizards, and beetles.

It was fun. Kesaji Mangrove is very hot, but it’s very
interesting with the crabs, the mangroves. At the
Kesaji River, I learned that the roots of the mangroves
depend on the flow from the river in order to survive.
Being at the Peace Prayer and Memorial Hall was so
amazing to see. There were so many miniature
cranes and to see the huge shrine of the Buddha had a
calming effect. The difference between the original
Buddha and this one is that it's decorated with a
flower with six petals that each petal represents each
of the six continents, which represents human
harmony & world peace. The Peace Memorial
Museum was so beautiful, but the horrible part was
watching the video of when Okinawa was invaded by
U.S. soldiers. Seeing the Heiwa no Ishiji or the Flame
of Peace was just so relieving because the water just
kept flowing and there were forms of islands, which
represented Okinawa. Being there looking out to the
sea was just very beautiful and the cornerstone was
amazing to observe in person. Walking along the
roads of Kokusai Dori was very firing, because it was

so hot, but it was really cool to see the sanshin, the
Army stores, and especially going into the market.
Seeing the pigs, the crustations, and all of the
ingredients for Okinawan cuisine was an experience
that I'll never forget. Shuri Jou Castle was very cool,
mostly because I've never been to a real castle but also
because it's part of the Okinawan -culture.
Shureimon Gate was bigger than I expected and
everyone seemed to become happier when we passed
the gate. When I went through the Kan Kaimmon
Gate, it felt as if T was one of the ancient samurai that
was from the early hundreds; I really liked it alot.
Welcome party, Sayonara party, Nago Pineapple,
Sugar Factory, & the beach

The welcome party was really fun because I
learned how to dance the way everyone dances in
Okinawa & especially with the people, which is made
the party so good. The Sayonara party was very sad
yetreally good at the same time. It wasgood because
everyone was there and having a good time. It was
sad because in the end, everyone had to leave and
return home. Nago Pineapple Park was really cool
because you can buy pineapple wine. It is unique
because there is no pineapple wine in Hawaii. Plus
the tour of the pineapple & plants was really good
because the carts were programmed to move on its
own. The factory of brown sugar was interesting and
educational because everyone made sugar out of the
syrup, and we got to eatit. Iliked the sugar.

I enjoyed being at the Ocean Expo Park
because the beach was very attracting. The water is
clean like spring water. In the water there were
floatation devices that are chained to the ground. The
lifeguards there have jet skis. It's a memorable place
that I'll never forget.

Conclusion

In conclusion to my report of Okinawa, Id like to
thank the Okinawan Government, all the participants,
and all of the very wonderful chaperones of the
Okinawa Junior Study Tour 2002. I had a really good
time. I felt that I got in touch with my inner spirit
and found my love for Okinawa.
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Being a Part of Okinawa

Okinawa, what else can you say about a small, yet
big place as it is. I was glad that I got to be selected
to enter the Junior Study Tour 2002, as I learned a
lot about what I hoped to achieve. It was a fun
experience, getting to know the other kids that are
somewhat related to me by blood, Okinawan blood.

Everyone was nice at Okinawa, and everyone
made new and great friends with each other very
fast. I myself have found new friends while on the
trip and they all seemed friends that you can trust.
There were only nine days, and look how many new
friends I made already, all from a trip to learn abort
Okinawa.

My feelings on the trip to Okinawa were wonderful.
I had a great time, and I learned a lot too. I
gathered information about Okinawa, the people,
and the culture, that I never knew before. I
discovered that this little island is in fact a huge
place, filled with constant activity. I guess you can
say, I only knew a little history about Okinawa,
thanks to what I learned from school. I never knew
that so many people sufferd in the Second Great
War (WW 11). I never knew that Okinawa and
Hawaii are quite similar. I never knew anything
about the old history of the island and about the
Ryvukyu Dynasty and the great kings. I never knew
that Okinawa faced off invasions against both
Japan and China. So in fact, T did learn a lot,

information that helped me realize that T am glad to
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be an Okinawan.

I really loved everything that happened;
everything was great! The schedule, the people, the
food, the activities, I had a great time. I had a great
time at homestead too. The family I stayed at were
really nice people, which is another thing to bring
up. The people in the Japanese islands are
completely different from the ones back in Hawaii.
They treat you much nicer, smile a lot, and are
caring. I wish most people back in Hawaii and the
United States are like that. That would make
things better. Well, Matt’s cousin’s family was really
nice people; I had a fun time with them. They
taught me that Okinawa and Hawaii are very
similar because of their history. They both were
annexed by another country, Okinawa by Japan
and Hawaii by the United. They both had kings,
both had a lost culture that is now being recovered,
both became well known places.

In order to preserver this feelings and thoughts
about the trip, I created a site to help people stay in
touch with each other. I wanted people here in
Hawaii to learn what I learned; I wanted to teach
them about Okinawa. And the site I hope carries
out through the years, to teach all my friends,
family, and strangers about how great a place
Okinawa actually is. The second best thing is that
the site will help all the students to keep in touch
with each other with the help of a massage board.

I hoped this report helps explain what I learned
and what I hoped carry out now, now that I learned
about Okinawa. I had a great time, and I wanted to
thanks all the people that helped me, my friends,
my family, everyone helped. I also wanted to tell
everyone that you should go visit Okinawa too; it'll
be a blast!
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Being a Yonsei in America makes Okinawan
traditions fade. This trip gave me the chance to
recapture those traditions and see Okinawa first hand.
Never in my life have I experienced something so
meaningful and personal. I learned about my culture
and embraced it, but furthermore, I learned from other
students their cultures along with our differences and
similarities. This trip has been an awakening for me,
and has really opened my eyes to the rest of the world.
Even though all of us live in different parts of the
world, everyone was so kind and sharing. The
language barrier didn't keep us apart, but made us
more eager to try to communicate with each other.

I loved how the Okinawa Prefectural Government
building had so much detail Every thing from the
ground to the ceiling was a part of Okinawa or
represented something or somewhere in Okinawa,
there was so much depth and meaning. I loved
walking around Kokusai Dori, seeing stalagmites and

stalactites in the cave for the first time, taking a hike




where the streams, waterfall, and plants made the
setting so peaceful and relaxing. The beaches in
Okinawa were gorgeous, the water was so clear and
warm I could see my toes and tiny fish swimming
around. I really enjoyed going out and experiencing
Okinawa first hand, instead of just learning in a
classroom. For example, just watching Eisa would
have been entertaining, but leaning the traditional
dance enhanced my appreciation for the dance itself
and the performers, same for the brown sugar, glass
making, and lacquer factories. The most touching and
heartbreaking place we visited was the peace
memorial, I learned how much Okinawan’s suffered,
endured, and overcame the harsh situation placed in
front of them. I learned Okinawa people are about
peace and trade, not about fighting and conquering.
But, not only did I learn about the history of Okinawa,
I learned about present day conflicts as well.

Visiting Shuri Castle was important to me because
my Great Grandfather Kaneshiro was from Shuri
During my home stay, my cousins took me to Henza,
where my Great Grandmother Tamaya’s family is
from. They showed me old pictures of my Grandma
including her wedding pictures and of my father when
he lived in Okinawa as a teenager. I met relatives I
had never even seen pictures of. They took their time
to visit me. And my aunt made andagi for the entire Jr.
Study Tour.

As T look back on my notes, everyday 1 wrote: I met
someone new, I learned something new, and today was
the most fun day. As I tell my Mom and Dad about all
the activities and knowledge I gained, I am teaching
them things they were not aware of. I honestly
acquired a taste for my culture; now I feel I am more
connected to my roots and gained a deeper pride and
appreciation for my heritage. When it was my turn to
depart tears started poring down my face, I didn’t
want to leave this beautiful place I had just discovered.
I didn’t want to leave my new friends I just made. This
trip helped me realized culture is so important; I plan
on taking Japanese in college, so the next time I return
I can communicate with the locals. This trip has
defiantly been the most rewarding experience of my
life.
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Friendships I will never forget, made on the
island where a piece of our heart will always
remain.

A once in a lifetime chance, unbelievable what
this island has created and left in our hearts. The
people, the land, the rich culture, so strong,
beautiful, and incomparable to any thing I have
ever experienced. The friends all brothers and
sisters finally reunited to create a worldwide
connection.

I feel so blessed to be able to take a part in this
Tour. Never have I felt this lucky.

As the plane begins to take off, my chest feels
tight, and I cry tears of happiness??? Sadness???
Nowhere else will I ever find people with hearts as
open, warm and loving as Okinawa.

Okinawa holds a piece of my heart where ever I
go, always. Every time I return to Okinawa I will
be made whole again:

Ilongto be in the place where I feel whole.
Take me there, it's my home.

Within these brief nine days, the people brought
together on this tour experienced such pure and
complete happiness, building true, friendships,
tightly woven together by our love for Okinawa.

In those 9 days, we felt such happiness, but
sadness as we parted. But in our hearts we know
that we will always stay in touch.

This family, inseparable because Okinawa will
always hold our hearts close to her.
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I want to thank you and Governor Keiichi
Inamine for allowing me to participate in the
Junior Study Tour in Okinawa during July 2002

In my short time on this earth, I have never felt
that any opportunity I pursued would have any
great effect upon me. The chance to go to
Okinawa and experience the culture and visit my
Okinawan heritage was life altering. Never
have I had so much to absorb and to think long
and hard on to make sure what I saw and felt
was not a surreal experience. That was all I
could do the whole time in Okinawa. I was
fortunate to be able to go when I did and with the
group of young people I did go with.

I was blessed to have been in the group I was in.
They were a good group of people and I could not
have asked for any better. Although I may or may
not see some of these people again in my lifetime,
which would be a rather unfortunate event, they
will always have a place in my memories, heart
and mind for as long as I can keep
re-experiencing the trip in my head, heart and
dreams. We plan to use the Internet to keep us
all in touch. The time spent, no matter how
brief, was most rewarding to be in such company.
I also appreciate the group of volunteers and the
staff who where all involved in this tour.

Sadly enough, I could not speak Japanese, but
this did not seem to matter much so long as I
made an effort to try. It was rather gratifying to

— 44—



have the staff and volunteers try their hardest to
communicate with me. The student volunteers
did so much for us by just being there and I want
to express my deepest gratitude for their efforts
to entertain us and get us to open up to one
another. The staff was always hard at work to
make sure that all was going well, everyone was
doing fine, and we where we needed to be. They
seemed to be enjoylng themselves for the
duration of the study tour. I will miss the
unmatched generosity and courtesy that was
shown to me by everyone involved.

During my stay, I was introduced to a wide
variety of foods which I had never eaten, but was
willing to try atleast once. Tothe amazement of
all I know, I ate more food in Okinawa in one day
than I do at home. I could not get enough of the
fresh food or the dishes which we were fed.

I gained a new outlook on people from other parts
of the world. I know that Okinawans
everywhere want to see Okinawa become a place
where people want to help to develop a society
where industry and commerce can grow. We
were informed of plans to create new educational
and technical opportunities in Okinawa. This is
exciting and I would like to be a part of this in
some way.

Although I hope I will have another chance to go
back to Okinawa, at present I will have to be
satisfied with this short visit. I had only seen
the land in the descriptions of my grandmother,
Tsuruko Saunders, and only through her eyes. I
had been told it was a land of beauty, tradition
and grandeur, but all of that is an
understatement of the true beauty of the land.
When I laid my eyes upon the land, it was as I
had imagined it to be, but much more. I feltmy
heart jump into my throat when I saw the
natural beauty of the mountains, beaches, and
crystal blue waters of the ocean surrounding
Okinawa. As I saw each example of the natural
beauty, I was always in a state of awe and

bewilderment to know for myself that such places
could exist in a country so similar to the US in
the sense of urbanization and industrialization.
I have rarely seen nature and civilization co-exist
so well.

In closing, my life has been forever changed for
the better by this once in a lifetime opportunity.
I am deeply touched by the people involved and
enjoyed the great company and good times. I
shall never forget those who had helped me while
I was over there and shall always be thankful for
what they have done for me. My imagination,
character and creativity have gained all new
aspects from this trip. I may not be present in
Okinawa in person, but my heart and mind keep
wandering back to the land once described to me
as a child and that I have now seen with my own
two eyes.

Sincerely,
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The trip to Okinawa was great! Everybody
was so nice on the staff. If you ever had a
question or needed help with something,
someone was alwavs there to help vou. The kids

were all great, too. That is what I probabls
liked the most about the trip was all of the
people. I never knew that anyone could gei
such a good group of wonderful people together
When I was in okinawa, I never was bored
The whole time I was laughing. The activities
were great also. You always had stuff to do
They planned this trip so great. You were
always going on a trip with your group to some
new, exciting place, seeing things that you
never imagined you would see before. And they
always had free time planned for you so you
could go shopping and do things that you
normally couldn't do with a big group. The
places we went to were so beautiful, like the
Shurijo Castle and the Yanbaru Ecology Tour.
The white sand beaches were also really pretty.
The classes were cool, too! I really like the
karate class. I learned a new style and it was
really fun. It was nice to see your friends that
you made on this trip learn something new and
then perform it for you. The Buyo and Sanshin
classes looked really fun,too. I loved how they
got us to make glass cups and lacquer ware.
That was really awesome. It got me hooked.
Now I am learning Eisa at home in America.
The people in Okinawa were so generous.
They would always go out of their way for you.
My home stay family was great. I really liked
how we all got matched up by our hobbies or
names. That was just another great part of the
trip. This trip was so fun for me. I know that I
never be able to experience what I did back
home here in the U.S. I was really sad to leave
Okinawa. I did not want to let go of all of the
friendships that were made. I would trade
anything to go back again. I do have hopes of
returning. It was a wonderful trip. It will leave
memories that will last for a lifetime.
To the Okinawa Government, thank vou with
all of mv heart.
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A few months prior to the beginning of the
summer, I had no idea that I would be participating
in one of the most enjoyable, emotional and
unforgettable experiences of a lifetime. I had been
scheduled to take musical theory classes in
downtown Toronto, spending my July commuting
downtown everyday and boiling away in some
classroom learning about the great masters of
Baroque music. But the moment my mother and I
received a phone call from our Toronto Kyuyokai
president, Mr. Toshihiko Nakada, something told
me that that would not be my fate this summer.




T'll admit I had some apprehensions about
the trip: would I enjoy myself? would I make
friends? would I get an extremely painful sunburn
like last time?? Thankfully, 'm home, minus the
sunburn, after my amazing trip and have nothing
but great memories of many of good times, good
friends and good food.

Upon first arriving, the first impression I
had of what was to come was this: I needed sleep! It
was rather taxing to travel for roughly a day and a
half with restless sleep for the night and awake the
next morning to a tight schedule. On my first
morning in Japan I greeted some of the people who
were to become my friends over the next few days.
My sleepy eyes met other smiling yet fatigued faces
from several different countries, but all of whom
held one thing in common with myself: the
existence of an Okinawan heritage.

From that first morning onwards, the
week went by in a whirlwind of sights, sounds and
tastes. Meeting other young Okinawans was a
complete joy to me, despite our rather awkward
language barrier. To add to the fun, the volunteer
students of the Kokusai Koryu Club were wonderful
in helping everyone become more comfortable with
each other through games and activities. Everyone
had a good time befriending them, and learning
about each other’s life in Okinawa or abroad. My
only regret was that we were not given more free
time to exchange different cultural ideas and
strengthen friendships, both with the students from
the Kokusai Koryu Club and the students on the
program.

Of all the activities, I felt the cultural
lessons we had at the Gyokusen-do were the most
interesting, followed by the chance to make some
Okinawan lacquer ware and glass ware. I also felt
the visit to the Peace Memorial was very important
in helping everyone attain a better grasp of the
history behind the once war torn island. In the end,
after a week’s time I felt as if we had barely
scratched the surface on the number of different
activities that can be done on Okinawa Island.

As the trip came to a close with the
Sayonara Party, emotions were flowing as well as
tears as each of us said goodbye to friends, with
whom we held quite dear. We had each created such
a deep bond with one another, despite the fact that

we had only just met, and just as quickly had to
part. I left the island not knowing much about my
new friends, but oddly enough I felt closer to them
than I felt to some of my own friends back home. 1
think the feeling of family and kinship that the
island has engrained within it's blood really took
hold of everyone that week. Many of us especially
felt this feeling of attachment as we said our
goodbyes and watched as the island and our friends
disappeared over the horizon.

It has now been roughly two weeks since
my experience, but the memories are still quite
vivid. The manner in which I was so warmly
greeted and welcomed, the smiling faces of everyone
as we tiredly marched along the trail to the
waterfall in Yanbaru, and the tears which both
myself and my friends shed on our last day together.
My wish remains that we can all stay in touch,
which is a better possibility in our world of today
thanks to technology and the internet. Sadly, I know
that years from now I will no longer be speaking
with some of the Junior Study Tour students, but as
a last goodbye I wish them all the luck in their
future endeavours, and lots of love in the memories
which I hope will remain with them for a lifetime.
Sincerely,
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From the plane, I saw the beautiful ocean and the
bright sunset at Okinawa. When we arrived at the
airport, a large banner and the Philippine flag
immediately caught our attention, and the
coordinators of the Junior Study Tour welcomed us
with warm smiles. It was already dusk when we got
out of the airport. That night, I was still trying to
convince myself that this whole trip was not a dream
at all. What I didn’t realize was that this tour was
going to change my life.

The next day was big start for everyone. We already
met a few students who also stayed at the hotel. I was
euphoric and tensed at the same time because I didn’t
have a clue of what was in store for us in this tour.

Upon arriving at the Okinawa International
Exchange & Human Resources Development
Foundation, I saw a myriad of comparable faces
speaking diverse languages. We introduced ourselves
and I felt better because we were all beginning to know
each other.

That evening, we had the welcome party. It was the
time when we got to know each other more because of
the games and presentations prepared by some
students. When the party was over, we got back to our
rooms and chatted with our roommates for a few more
hours. At that moment, I began to know people by
their names and even if I couldn’t communicate well in
Japanese, I was glad that I made new friends.

I was eager to wake up the next morning and I
knew that it was going to be a hectic day for everyone.
First stop was the Okinawa Prefectural Government.
We were introduced to the government officials and
after which we toured the building. It was an
enriching moment for me to learn about the Okinawan
government because I know that only a few people can

experience being toured around a governments
building.

We had lunch at some restaurant in Naha City.
Right now, I still miss the delightful taste of the
Okinawan soba. After lunch, we toured around Naha
City, particularly in Kokusai Dori. That moment, I was
amazed because I felt like I was in my own country.
Almost everything was similar. The hot tropical
weather, bargain shops, and the rich seafood sold at
the marketplace. Right then, I felt at home in
Okinawa.

Last stop was the Shurijo Castle. I couldn’t express
my awe and wonder at the sight of the castle itself
after we passed Houshinmon Gate. I couldn’t imagine
how it has been destroyed several times because today
it is beautifully restored to its original majestic beauty.

When we returned to the hotel, we had a free time
so some of us went swimming at the pool. All of us had
fun because we played tag in the water and bonded for
quite a while until it was time for dinner.

The next day was yet another long day for us. We
went to the Peace Prayer and Memorial Park. Then
we viewed a film about the historical battle of {
Okinawa. I was deeply distressed and terrified by
what I saw. I felt bad because I know that even if some
people did survive that tragic warfare, the bitter
violence that once happened to them will forever leave
a scar in their hearts and minds. The peace memorial
statue will signify peace to every human being
eternally.

After that, we went to the Ryukyuan glassware
factory where each one of us experienced making an
authentic Ryukyuan glass. I was astounded by the
structure of the building because it was filled with tiny
square glasses some of which was formed with designs.
It was one of the most beautiful and creative buildings
that I've been to. The last place we went to was the
Lacquer ware shop where we also experienced making
the designs on the plates. I have to admit it was tough
to work on the designs because you have to do it
intricately in the most artistic idea you can come up
with.

Thursday came, and we were all eager to go to
Gyokusendo because we were all going to study
different cultural activities. I was assigned at the
Ryukyuan dance, and my fellow group members and I
had enjoyed learning Buyo. After an hour and a half,
everyone was supposed to show what was taught to us.
There was a group, who played the Sanshin, and
another performed Karate, and finally we danced
Buyo. Everyone was pleased to learn the different
cultural activities.

After lunch, everyone had been waiting to see the
Eisa dance. Everybody enjoyed watching the show.
And to top it all, they even taught Eisa to everyone
after their performance.

After we left Gyokusendo, we headed to the brown
sugar factory where each of us was given some brown
sugar to taste. Then we learned how they manufacture
brown sugar itself.



That night, after dinner, the volunteer students set
up a campfire for us and prepared some group games
for us to play. Everyone had enjoyed all the activities
that evening.

The next day, I didn’t notice how fast the days went
by because it was already Friday. I woke up earlier
than usual because I had to prepare for our trip that
day.

We were divided into two groups and my group first
went to the Kesaji Mangroves. I was amazed at the
different kids of trees and crabs that were to be found
there.

When we left the mangroves, we headed to the
forests of Yanbaru. We met the first group who went
there. Then as we were climbing the 60- step stairs, I
realized why the other group looked so exhausted and
hungry when they returned. After about an hour of
trekking, we finally reached the Hijiotaki waterfalls. It
was all worth it because the water was cool and the
falls was a breathtaking sight. Upon seeing it, I was
remembered the Philippines once again.

Our last stop was the Pineapple Park. I was
amazed because they made a lot of pineapple products.
Everyone had a great time tasting different pineapple
delicacies.

After a long day, everyone was really tired. But that
didn’t stop us from having a good time with each other.
It was going to be our last night together because the
next night we were scheduled to stay with our host
families. Most of us couldn’t sleep that evening.

Saturday came and I was very excited because we
were going to the beach. When we got to the resort, I
had a great time with my friends. The beach was
really breathtaking and I wanted so much to stay
there the whole daylong. I fell in love at the turquoise
waters, the powdery white sand, and the warm
tropical weather.

After a few hours, we left the beach and headed to
meet our host families. When we arrived at the
meeting place, I was so happy to meet Mrs. Yamashiro,
the mother of Yumeno. I was going to spend the night
with their family.

I was overjoyed because they were really nice to me. I
even found out that Mrs. Yamashiro’s father was a
Filipino. We all had a wonderful time together. They
toured me around, and we went to a night market, and
a mall. We even took a ride in the huge Ferris wheel.
At the top, I could see the beautiful view of the city at
night.

Sunday came and I was somehow sad because this
was going to be our last day together. During
lunchtime, we went to Kokusai Dori to meet up with
several of our fiends to go shopping. Then at five o’clock,
we left for Miyako Hotel, the venue of our farewell
party.

That evening was filled with anticipation, sheer
excitement, and sadness as well The governor
awarded each one of us certificates of completion for
being participants in the Junior Study Tour 2002. After
the awarding ceremony, dinner was served followed by
a program.

Everyone was glum after the party was over. There
were even some who cried because that was our last
night with one another. I myself would surely miss all
those moments we spent as a group. A whole week was
enough for everybody to get to know one another, yet it
was such a short time to bond and share moments
together.

The next day at the airport, I tried my best to be
happy yet I know that it's not possible to forget the
precious moments that we all left in Okinawa. One day,
Tl go back there and rekindle those fond memories
that my friends and I once had. I'm glad that I had
been given an opportunity to go to Okinawa to trace
my roots and learn about its rich culture and
remarkable history. Nothing could replace the valuable
lessons and the beautiful friendships that I had made
because everything was a priceless beauty that will
forever linger in me.
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“A week at Okinawa, Japan”

My trip at Okinawa, Japan is absolutely
wonderful and enjoyable. I am so excited about the
places that we would visit and the people that I
would meet at the tour. The places that we have
visit are the Okinawa International Exchange and
Human Resources Development
(OIH.F), Okinawa Prefectural
Shurijo Castle, Peace Prayer and Memorial Park,
Peace Memorial Museum, Cornerstone of Peace,
Ryukyuan Glassware, Lacquer ware, Gyokusendo,
Kadena air base, Nago Pineapple Park, Hijiotaki,
Kesaji mangrove river, and the Aquarium.

At the first day the other participants of the
tour that came from other countries like Cuba,
Hawaii, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Washington
D.C., Atlanta, Toronto, Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia,
Peru, Singapore and also the Philippines meet there
together with the other 24 participants from
Okinawa, Osaka, Miyako, Isigaki and Kanagawa
japan. We are allowed to room around and know the
name of the other participants of the said tour.

At the second day we went at the Shurijo
Castle. I am amazed by the place because all of the

Foundation
Government,

castles are all so beautiful and you would notice the
unique mixture of the Chinese, Okinawan and
Japanese styles architecture that reflects in the
castle. We also went to the busy street of Kokusai
Dori. All the products and food items here are all
sold in low and cheap prices. This place is really
meant for the foreigners that want to buy souvenirs



and gifts in low prices. We also went to their public
market. I notice that there market although it is a
wet market, it is still very organized and the place is
still clean.

At the third day we went to the Peace Prayer
and Memorial Park. You also would locate the Peace
Memorial Museum, Cornerstone of Peace in this
place. I have learned the lifestyle of okinawan
people during the battle for Okinawa against the
U.S. forces. Over 236,000 names both civilian and
soldiers regardless of their nationalities can be
found in the cenotaphs at the Cornerstone of Peace.
This quite and relaxing place is made for the symbol
of peace not only for Okinawa but also for the
mankind. We also went at the Ryukyuan Glassware
and to the Lacquer ware. The Ryukyuan Glassware
building is so nice. The building is made of different
colored glass. The instructor let us tried to do our
own glassware, a vase, and it is so beautiful. At the
lacquer ware area, we made our own lacquer ware
product. You would choose whether you’d make the
Hibiscus or the dolphin design. I have learned here
that the woods used in making lacquer ware
products are stored from there to 5 years so it would
become really, really dry.

At the fourth day we went at the Kadena Air
Base, the biggest U.S base that you would find in
the Okinawa. Then we went to Gyokusendo we
have watched some Okinawan people performing
Eisa Dance. This Eisa Dance is one of the most

popular and famous okinawan folk dance

representing bravery and magnificence. The
personnel of Gyokusendo also teach us some steps
of the Eisa Dance. The participants is group into
three. I am designed to do the Buyo or the
Ryukyuan dance group, the others are in the karate
and sanshin group.

At our fifth day in Okinawa we went at the
Yanbaru, a natural forest area, at the northern part
of Okinawa. Many extinct species live here like the
Noguchigera (Pryer’s woodpecker). We walked
through the edge of the Yanbaru forest to find the
Hijiotaki falls at the topmost part of it. I am so tired
by that tirme but when I have seen the falls it feels
like all T have done is paid off. The falls is so big and
the water is cold. Rare flora and fauna such as fern
and mosses grow around the waterfall. Then we
also went at the Kesaji Mangrove River. In the
mouth of the Kesaji River there is a Mangrove
forest. There are three kinds of Mangroves growing
in this area. Mangroves that grow in the sea, in the
intertidal areas and estuary mouths between land
and sea.

At the sixth day the participants are allowed to
choose whether they would go to the aquarium
museum or to the beach. I choose to go to the
aquarium museum. The place is so big. I have
watched a dolphin show there and seen a wide
different variety of fish and sea creatures.

Thatismy trip at Okinawa, Japan. All the nice
and beautiful sight seeing place, the unique culture
of the Okinawan people, the busy but very clean
streets added with the warm acceptance of the
people living there, the big and mixed architectural
design of the buildings. Japan really is an
unforgettable place and youll feel that you don’t
want to leave the all most paradise island.
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I enjoyed the Study Tour very much. It gave me such
an opportunity to make friends and bond with people
from different cultural differences, as well as studying
about Okinawa. (Which I had no idea about, even
though my dad was from Okinawa...) It Really gave
me a new found respect for that place and the struggle
they're (the Okinawa people) been through, and I am
very grateful for that.
The best part of the trip is that I've made loads of
friend. ( Askas, Kumi-chan, Rina etc.) I think it
would have been better if we had more time in the city
and although group division is a good tactic to
socialise, it would have been better if we had more
time with close friends that P've met. . .(really).

Thanks to the staffs who have helped out with the
making of such a great opportunity and who have
helped us organised and have a great time. It was
truly great and tour. Thanks again.
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Me dirijo a usted fin de expresarles mis
conclusiones en relacién al Junior Study Tour
2002.

Luego de la experiencia vivida durante estos
intensos los nueve dias de nuestra estadia en
Okinawa, puedo decir que las expectativas
previas que tenia del tour fueron méas que
satisfechas.

En lo relacionado al conocimiento de la cultura
okinawense considero, que al ser la misma
tanta rica no puede ser analizada en tan pocos
dias, pero si creo que con lo que hizo los jovenes
y mi persona también lograron acercarse y
reconocer aun mas a sus raices.

Seguramente el realizar estudios previos (en
cada pais de origen) al viaje de cada tema a
tour harian maés

bordar durante el

satisfactorios las salidas culturales,
especialmente el tema de la 2° guerra mundial.
En lo relacionado al Inter. Relaciéon de los
jovenes creo que los resultados fueron mas que
buenos, ya fueron observados dia a dia por

nosotros durante todo el tour. Por tal motivo

considero que deberian proyectarse dentro del
plan un poco mas de tiempo libre para poder
favorecer aun mas este feedback.

En lo relacionado a Home Stay considero
acertada la idea de que se realice antes del
inicio del tour, ya que las familias estdn muy
deseosas de encontrarse con los jovenes y
ademads esto permitiria una adaptacién y un
descanso necesario para poder aprovechar mas
el tour.

Teniendo en cuenta que la posibilidad de
realizar un viaje de estas caracteristicas (por
razones econémicas) para los argentinos es un
gran oportunidad considero necesario analizar
la posibilidad de autorizar una mayor estadia
de los jovenes ya sea en OKkinawa o para
conocer otros lugares del Japon, bajo la
responsabilidad de sus respectivos padres.

En lo relacionado a lo econémico considero que
se convendria informar previamente cuales
serian los posibles que corresponderian
afrontar a cada participante (comidas, bebidas,
etc.) ya que la situacién no es la misma en
todos los paises.

Quiero destacar la calidez con la que fue
tratado a todos los integrantes del tour y la
excelente relacién que se formo entre los
instructores y el staff lo que considero colaboro
en los resultados obtenidos.

Deseando que este tour continie los préximos
anos, me comprometo a hacer lo necesario
para apoyar su continuidad desde mi pais.
Proyectando como esta experiencia podra
compartirse con la poblacion okinawense de
nuestro pais, sin que quede solo en los
participantes del mismo.

Esperando poder recibir en un futuro las
conclusiones obtenidas por ustedes del Junior
Study Tour 2002 y de ser posible una mini
evaluacién del grupo argentino.

Para finalizar quiero agradecer y felicitar al
staff organizador y a los estudiantes que
colaboraron en la organizacién, por hacer de

este evento un recuerdo inolvidable.
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Comienzo contandoles la sorpresa que experimente
cuando conoci de la posibilidad de visitar la tierra de
mis antepasados, siempre me parecio un sueno lejano
casi imposible de realizar, hice los tramites para el
vigje con cierta inseguridad, solo me senti confiada

cuando ya estaba en el avion de la JAL. Cuando

ETDONA,

llegamos Narryman y yo a Tokio apenas pudimos
dormir de lo emocionada que estabamos, a pesar del
cansancio luego de tantas horas de vuelo Habana/
Mexico/ Canada/ Tokio, conciliar el suefio resultaba
bien dificil, eran muchas las interrogantes que nos
planteabamos, conociamos mucho de Okinawa, de su
gente, su ciudad, sus costumbres, su cultura en
general, pero todo esto lo conociamos por anecdotas,
por peliculas, documentales, libros, que siempre es
bien diferente a la realidad. Con solo estar medio dia
en Okinawa te percatas que todo lo maravilloso que
te han contado de esta ciudad es cierto que su gente es
maravillosa, su forma de vida se distingue entre todas
las de otros paises.
En Okinawa encontramos descendientes de diferentes
latitudes del mundo, con un asombroso parecido tanto
fisicos como culturales. Sentimos un poco de celos por
lo organizada que se encuentran las sociedades de
Okinawenses en el mundo, en Cuba recien estamos
organizando nuestra sociedad.
El afio pasado estuvo en Cuba un joven okinawense,
vino aca a estudiar espafiol, hicimos gran afinidad, me
refiero a Kenta Tomiyama, este jove regreso a Japon
con el proposito de encontrar a mi familia, familia con
la que nunca habiamos tenido contacto, solo teniamos
de ellos algunas fotografias y unos deseos inmensos de
encontrarnos, esto fue en octubre del 2001, trascurria
el tiempo Kenta y yo nos comunicabamos con cierta
frecuencia, pero la busqueda continuaba siendo
infructuosa, cuando solo faltaba una semana para el
inicio del Junior Study Tour, me comunico que
finalmente habia podido encontrar a mi tia, la sorpresa
fue inmensa, parecia algo de novelas, tenia mis
reservas de que pudiera existir alguna equivocacion,
Kenta ofrecio datos que no dejaban lugar a
dudas, por lo que el viaje a Japon era
superior a lo maravilloso, visitar la tierra de mis
abuelos paternos, compartir con uchinanchus de todo
el mundo y como si fuera poco conocer a mi familia.
En el aeropuerto de Okinawa recibimos un caluroso
recibimiento, familiares, amigos, estudiantes del
idioma japones que compartirian con nosotros el Tour,
v los organizadores del evento que desde el primer
momento se portaron extremadamente preocupados

por cada detalle.




Muy pronto nos familiarizamos con todos los
integrantes de la delegacion, todos habiamos llegado a
Okinawa con miles de espectativas, pero por sobre
todas las cosas, con muchos deseos de comunicarnos,
de conocernos, saber como viviamos cada uno de
nosotros en nuestros paises. Resultaba wuna
experiencia de lo mas interesante, no todos podiamos
comunicarnos completamente en japones por lo que
hablamos unas palabras en japones otras en ingles,
portugues, espafiol, siempre tuve temor por el idioma,
pero el idioma no constituyo barrera alguna, durante
el Tour nio solo aprendimos algo mas de japones sino
que aprendimos varias palabras en otros idiomas. El
programa del Tour estaba realmente apretado mucha
actividad desde las 8 de la mafiana, en ocaciones nos
sentiamos agotados pero era tanto lo que deseabamos
saber unos de otros que al llegar al hotel en lugar de
descansar continuabamos el intercambio. Conocimos
muchos sitios bonitos e interesantes, el clima, la
vegetacion, y la naturaleza en general de Okinawa es
muy similar a la de Cuba, en las casas hasta las
mismas plantas hornamentales. A mi en lo particular
me agradaron mucho todos los sitios que visitamos
pero entre todos debo resaltar el Parque Memorial de
la Paz, en el pudimos profundizar nuestros
conocimientos de la guerra, las exposiciones que alli se
muestran te trasladan hasta esos dificiles momentos
que vivieron los okinawenses, comprendes porque han
podido alcanzar tal grado de desarrollo, porque su
solidaridad y sus constantes esfuerzos por hacer un
mundo de paz y prosperidad, con la muestra del video
de las imagenes de la guerra todos quedamos muy
consternados, solo pocos pudieron contener las
lagrimas.

Cada noche nos reuniamos para coordinar el programa
del siguiente dia, y ademas relatar las experiencias del
dia, a pesar de estar lejos de la familia, en mi caso de
mis hijos, nos sentimos

siempre como en nuestra casa. El Sr Naito se mostro
al igual que el resto de los organizadores muy atento y
preocupado por cada detalle que pudieramos necesitar,
todas las actividades estuvieron muy hien organizadas
y cumplieron su objetivo.

Cuando conversaba con mi amigo Kenta acerca de todo

lo nuevo que conocia, no podia dejar de compadecerlo

por el tiempo que estuvo fuera de Okinawa, donde
debio extrariar mucho la deliciosa comida okinawense,
esto fue algo que me impresiono muchisimo, al punto
que al llegar a mi pais estuve 3 dias sin apetito, no
encontraba sabrosas las comidas criollas que desde
nifia he comido, y no es que la comida cubana no sea
sabrosa es caso es que la okinawense supera a muchas
cocinas internacionales en gran medida.

La fiesta de despedida fue triste, en esos 10 dias nos
compenetramos mucho, era dificil aceptar que no
continuaramos juntos algunas jornadas mas, nos
intercambiabamos direcciones, fotografias, abrazos,
presentes a modo de recuerdo, la delegacion que habia
llegado a Okinawa dias atras ya no era tal sino una
familia grande, linda, con muchas cosas en comun
para compartir, con muchas historias aun por contarse
y con muy pocos deseos de separarse. No habia llegado
a mi trabajo que es donde tengo el Email y ya tenia
varios Email de uchinanchus esperando su respuesta.
Nunca podre olvidar los momentos que vivi en esa
maravillosa ciudad, la cortesia y la solidaridad de su
gente, sus calles limpias, el desarrollado sistema de
sefializacion en las calles, las tiendas y todos los
establecimientos en general que no permiten que te
sientas perdido, el respeto a los ancianos.

Estoy eternamente agradecida por todo lo que vivi por
esos dias, a todas las personas que hicieron posible un
proyecto tan hermoso, al gobierno de Okinawa.
Muchas, muchas gracias a todos, ojala que estos
encuentros puedan continuar efectuandose y que todos

los uchinanchus del mundo estrechen con mas fuerza

los lazos que los unen.
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To be invited as a chaperon to participate in this
year’s Junior Study Tour was an enormous honour
and a privilege to which I wish to express my
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation. Mr. Naito,
Mr. Oshiro, Ms. Tsuha, and the staff of Junior
Study Tour are to be congratulated and commended
for the success of the program. Undoubtedly a
countless hours of hard work and spirit went into
making this program into a success and the fruit of
their labour was enjoyed by all participants. I
wish to take this opportunity to express my deepest
appreciation for all your hard work and thank you

also for your warm Uchinanchu reception.

For a person who spent most of her life in the west,

this study tour was a greatl educational opportunity

and an eye opener for me. From Okinawan
history to culture and ecology study I have learned
a great deal. Firstly, history lesson: What I know
of or I should say, what I knew of an Okinawan
history, I realize now was very much a one sided
(westernized) version. I had no idea of the depth
and breath of Okinawan cultural and commercial
exchange taking place on an international level
existing so far back into history. This historical fact
is completely missing from the text of world history
class. The Battle of Okinawa during WWII is
briefly mentioned as the fiercely fought battle of
Pacific with many soldiers lives being lost, but the
tragedy endured by the victims (Okinawans) is
glossed over and mentioned almost as a footnotes.
Through this tour I have learned the other version,
the victims story, of the tragic history of the WWIL
Now I understand what it means to be an
Uchinanchu. The strength and the spirit of my
Uchinanchu forefathers to have overcome such
devastating tragedy and to rise and rebuild
Okinawa into a world class stage that it is today
(good enough to stage G8 Summit of the world
leaders and for all the world to see) conjure up
an imagery of a beautiful and graceful phoenix
rising from the ashes of the ruined. For this I feel
extremely proud and honoured to be one of the
descendants of the Uchinanchu.

The Eco Tour was very physical from sensory and
spiritual point of view. I have always known the
beautiful beaches of Okinawa, but the lush
mountainous area of Okinawa was a first
experience for me and I was awe struck by its
beauty. My adoptive country of Canada have great
many natural beauty and I have become jaded by it,
but to be in Okinawa of my ancestral land and to
stand in the midst of green lush forest was an
indescribable spiritual experience. The sound of
the waterfall mixed with the cry of semi and birds
and yet you can feel the quiet of the forest
enveloped by the lush greenery. It was as though I
was in the protective wrapture of mother nature
herself ; a sense of peace, safety and belonging. 1

hope the Okinawan people will continue to protect



this sanctuary so that it will remain as one of the
treasures to pass on to our future generations.
There is one request I wish to make to the
organizers, if I may. That is, please have a mini
prep session the night before the eco tour in the
form of video presentation or a pamphlet handout
with some description of native birds, insects, and
vegetations, etc. I could hear their cries and
presence and yet I was not lucky enough to see
what they look like. Not knowing what they look
like was like going home with a missing link. I
was able to purchase a book on Okinawan native
birds before leaving Okinawa but was unsuccessful

in obtaining book on insects and butterflies.

Lastly, the artistic talent and cultural gifts this tour
presented to us, especially to the international
students, was much appreciated. It was very
exciting, entertaining, and harmonious to all. Arts
and culture bride language barrier, and it's the

best communication tool of all.

All in all this Study Tour has been the most
enriching and rewarding program I have ever
participated. Ibelieve the participants of this Tour
were truly fortunate to have been a part of this
great program. I highly recommend that this
program continue into the future so that many
more Uchinanchu could reap the benefit as I and
the other participants of 2002 have.

Some recommendations I wish to make to improve

future program are:

L I would strongly advise that there be a private
bathing facilities made available to the overseas

particularly  for  the
While we respect the Japanese way

participants, female
participants.
of bathing, a method of personal hygiene is such a
personal and private matter that it should not be
forced upon to accept or be changed from our usual
way.  Public “ofuro” is definitely not recommended

for the overseas participants.

2. Where a travel time to Okinawa takes more than

24 hours, there should be a one day rest period

before commencement of the program. From
Canada and Eastern U.S. it took day and a half to
arrive in Okinawa. Sleep deprivation can be a
major negative effect on the performance of the

following day.

3. The logic behind having chaperon share
sleeping quarters with ten or more students seems
acceptable on the surface, however, it does not work
well for the chaperon. This arrangement created
caused by noisy

another sleep deprivation

talkativeness of the young people.

4. There should be some time set aside for the

participants, particularly for the overseas
participants, for “omiyage shopping”. Omiyage is
an integral part of Okinawan cultural activities
which overseas Uchinanchu takes very seriously.
Omiyage give and take is an expression between
people that's been in practice for generations and
should not be considered a frivolous activities.
Added educational benefit to this is that we can see
and appreciate what kind of artistic/commercial
items are available in Okinawa, thus understand

Okinawan industry.

In closing, I wish to thank again the people involved
in organizing this great program for their hard

work and dedication.

Sincerely,
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Maraming salamat po at mabuhay tayo!

After leaving Manila at 9:30 a.m. with stop over
at Taiwan for four hours, I together with Michelle A.
Pebenito and Jonerobeth C. Ignacio whom I
escorted as guardian finally arrived at Naha airport
at 7:00 p.m. We were met warmly by the staff of
Kokusai Koryuzaidan complete with welcome
banner and the Philippine flag at the airport. We
proceeded to Hyper Hotel located about 15 minutes
away from the airport. We were given free time in
the morning to rest because some of the foreign
participants had to travel for more than 24 hours.
Because most of us were too excited, some decided
to go to the Jusco shopping mall which was located
just across the street. After taking our lunch, there
we assembled at the hotel lobby at noon to go to
Kencho for the orientation. We were given
pamphlets, map of Okinawa, and t- shirts which we
were to wear for our courtesy call to the governor
and sayonara party and study tour kit for the junior
students. Before the orientation, all the participants
were asked to make a short introduction of
ourselves. The participants came from 10 countries
including Japan. Most of the foreign students spoke
little or no Japanese at all so most of the guardians
were asked to translate for them. After the
orientation, we checked in at the Hotel Sports
Lodge in Itoman located 30 minutes away from
Naha city. We, the foreign participants got a big
surprise because the place looked like a typical
Japanese style hotel. Ten to twelve people stayed in
a room with no bed except for futon which we had to
make ourselves before going to sleep and make- up
in the morning. The biggest surprise of all was that
we were asked to take our bath in the ofuro which

is a public bath where all of us had to take the bath
in on big bathroom naked. Most of the foreign
participants including me refused to do so. But
because we didn’t want to offend the organizers we
decided to take our bath in turns secretly in our
bathroom inside our room. Then at our nightly
meeting at 9:00 p.m., we, the guardians politely told
them that as much as we would like to know and
learn about the Japanese culture that the ofuro
thing was quite a bit hard for us to follow. They
understood our situation and allowed us to use our
bathrooms to take our showers but discretely. At
around 4:30 p.m., we had our cultural exchange.
The Japanese volunteer students entertained us
with their well prepared program and games where
all the students participated and some of the foreign
students showed their different talents. After that,
we had our informal welcome get together so that
all of us could interact with one another.

Our hectic schedule started on the second day, July
23. We left the hotel at 9:30 for our courtesy call to
the governor of Okinawa at the Okinawan
Prefectural Government Office. The governor was
not able to meet us but instead the vice governor
welcomed us on his behalf, all of the participants
were introduced to the official. After the courtesy
call, we had the guided tour inside the Prefectural
building and also the assembly. From there, we
walked along the famous Kokusai Dori, this is a
kilometer long street where you can go shopping
and where we also took our lunch.

After lunch, we were divided into six groups with
each group composing of about 7-8 foreign
participants with 2 Japanese volunteer students
who served us our tour guide going around Kokusai
Dori and the wet and dry market. We went around
for 1 1/2 hours by foot then. After the tour of the
market, we went to Shurijo Castle by bus. We had a
guide tour by a professional guide in Japanese. This
is the place where I learned most of the Okinawan
history. I never realized that Okinawa has a very
interesting history of its own, very different from
main land Japan. After Shurijo, we went back to
the hotel and the students were allowed to go
swimrming at the nearby pool up to dinnertime.
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On our third day, we visited the Peace Prayer and
Memorial Park. This is the place where the
Americans called the Suicide Cliff. They showed us
the video about World War 2.

The film was very heart breaking after the video
showing we went around the museum and park
with the guide who was one of the survivors of the
war.

After this, we proceeded to the Ryukyu Glassware
where we took our lunch then we were shown how
to make glassware and all of us took part in making
one glass cup which was given to us at the farewell
party. From there we proceeded to the lacquer
factory where we designed the lacquer ware plate,
this also was given to us on the sayonara party. This
was the last itinerary for the day.

On the fourth day, we went to Gyokusendo Village.
There we were asked to join the class we wanted to
attend. There was sanshin class (Okinawa three
sting banjo), Okinawa dance, or karate. Joanna and
Michelle chose Okinawan dance. After the lesson,
all of the participants were asked to perform in
front of the others what they had learned. After this,
we toured the underground cave also located inside
the Gyokusendo Village. We took our lunch there.
After that, we watched the Eisa dance which is one
of the most famous and popular dances in Okinawa.
All the dancers have different sizes of drums which
they play while dancing. After the show, all of us
were taught how to dance the Eisa, then we were
asked to perform on stage. While performing, some
Taiwanese tourists watched us. After seeing us
perform, they clapped their hands with approval.
From Gyokusendo Village, we proceeded to the
Kadena Air Base then to the brown sugar factory
then back to another hotel, the Pension Carolina,
an hour away from the Gyokusendo Village. This
time, the hotel is located at Onna-son, we took our
dinner there and camped fire near the hotel after
dinner.

The fifth day, July 26 was the most hectic day. On
this day, we went to the Yambaru Ecology tour. We
were divided into 2 groups. Our group went to the
Yambaru natural forest area where Hijitaki water
falls is found. We had to walk up and down the hill

for almost an hour. The walk was so tiring for the
older members of the group because we had to
climb lots of steep stairs many times. Most of us
wanted to stop half way but of ego, won’t allow us to
admit that we were that old. After this tour, I really
hated to see stairs. Upon returning to the starting
place we took our packed lunch there and proceeded
to the mangrove reservation area in Kesaji River.
The guide showed us different kinds of mangrove
and its importance to nature. From there, we went
to the pineapple park, then back to the hotel.

July 27, our 6th day, we went to the Ocean park in
the morning and after lunch we were picked up by
the host families for our home stay.

July 28, 7th day, spent with our families/host
families.

We went back to Hyper Hotel at 4:00 pm to prepare
for the sayonara party. The party was held at the
Miyako Hotel then we went back to Hyper Hotel
after the party.

July29, the day we came back from the study tour.
During this tour, I've learned more of my unique
and rich heritage. I have learned to by proud to
being an Okinawan descendant. I hope that all the
members will be able to experience this unique
opportunity given to us by the Okinawan
government.

I thank the Okinawan government and the
Philippine Okinawan Society for this opportunity
that was given to me. I shall always cherish this.
Lastly, I would like to thank and commend kokusai
Kouryuzaidan especially Mr.Naito and his staff for
the excellent job for making the Junior Study Tour
a success.

Maraming salamat po at mabuhay tayo!
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