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Day

' 28/July (Mon.)

at host family's

T 18~20/ July 21/July (Mon.) 22/]July (Tue.) 23/July (Wed.) 24/]July (Thurs.) 25/July (Fri.) 26/]July (Sat.) 27/]July (Sun.)
7:00 Wake-up time Wake—up time Wake—-up time Wake-up time Wake—-up time |
’ Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast
Departure
. 8:40 JALS0OO
8:00 Cuba
9:15 7YTHT
9:00 o et Visit the Okinawa *Shurijo Castle Hew York
refeGifiny Governmstiy Meet host families at the 11:10 ANA1734
G400 *Yanbaru Ecology Tour (Opean _Expo ek lodge(First group) Calgar}’
» Aquarium Hawaii |
11:45 ANA124
Naha city Tour Meet host families |- Brazil
11:00 I .
| (Second group) i Argentine
}1 ____Bolivia |
i JTASS Lunch Lunch ’ 13:05Philippine427
12:00 : - -~
ks ] vl Philippines
13:00 Meeting place *Recreation at beach . fooms 13:45 JAL896
13:00 gk&"awa I'F‘:e'"ati""a' Exchange|| ynch Leave Yanbaru Meet host families at -{' Peru
- e Culture & Performing O (Last group) A ) Los Anges
(OIHF) arts class I ™ Washington
14:00 Orientation ) | e
OSanshin | ~ -
18-Jul OBuyo (Ryukyu dance) e !
15:00 16:05 *Peace Prayer and OKarate *Bankokushinryokan - 15:30 ANA1736
’ Philippine430 Arrive at the hotel Memorial Park b = Guam
Philippines | +Eisa dance show
16:00 16:10 ANA1735 Cornerstone of Peace
. Guam Interchange program Traditional arts class
Hawaii +Peace Prayer and K >\
Memorial Hall Return to the lodge } AL
17:00 £ 'v
i W
) B
18:00 ANA489 N A
: /
18:00 New York v""\i G) Farewell Party
ﬂ with host families
) . ) ! -
19:00 Welcome Party Dinner at the hotel Dinner at the hotel Dinner Dinner (B.B.Q) Lo
.
21:20 JTA189 ‘Y2 Campfire o
A ) -
20:00 22-00?&1739 s, Fecreaten ! -
i £
Los Angels
21-00 Washington ‘
Calgary
22:30 ANA131 |
Brazil Bed time Bed time |Bed time Bed time Bed time
22:00 A i
Argentina
Bolivia { {
Lodging Overnight stay Hotel Senin Kaikan Hotel Senin Kaikan Pension Carolina Pension Carolina Pension Carolina Ovemlg?:n:f:,i at host Overmgfh:;f:i at host -
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28/Julio (Lunes)

Okinawa

18~20/Julio 21/Julio (Lunes) 22/Julio (Martes) | 23/Julio (Miércoles) 24/Julio (Jueves) 25/Julio (Viernes) 26/Julio (Sabado) I 27/Julio (Domingo)
- Levantarse Levantarse Levantarse Levantarse Levantarse
7:00
Desayuno Desayuno Desayuno Desayuno Desayuno
Regreso al pais|
. 8:40 JALS0O
8300 Cuba
915 TYTHIN
9 00 Llegada a Visita Oficial al Visita : New York
Okinawa Gobernador de = Castillo de Shuri Encuentro con los
Okinawa (Kencho) familiares de Okinawa 11:10 ANA1734
10:00 *Ecoturismo por Ocean Expo Park (primer grupo) Calgary
Yanbaru +Acuario ____Hawaii
; 11:45 ANA124
11:00 Paseo por la ciudad Recibimiento(segundo -t Brazfl
de Naha } ) \ Argentine
16/Julio 8rupo 5 Bolivia
- 23:00 JTA059 |13:00 Lugar de reunién: Almuerzo 13:05Philippine427
12:00 3 —
‘ Cuba Fundacién I dntacional de Almuerzo | Philippines
Int erambio y Desarrollo *Recreacién en la "‘ 13:45 JALB96
. R rsos Humastie Alrerz0 Clase de artesania playa Recibimiento(dltimo fi 1 Peru
: Okinawa (OIH F) tradicional grupo) : OIHF en -y ) Los Angels
Orientacién Naha = m Washington
14:00 Préctica de artes Salida de Yanbaru o
tradicionales — @
18/Jdulio | OSanshin i’?/ |
T Parque OBuyo (Baile Ryuky ) 4 / : 1530 ANA1736
15: 00[109° . i
o Philippine430 Llegada al hotel Conmemorativo de la | OKarate ankokusinryokan / 4 Guam
Philippines | Paz
. 16:10 ANA1735 -Lapida de la Paz Show de Eisa
16: 00
Guam Programa de
Hawaii |intercambio *Templo -t
17:00 I Llegada a la Pensién g ;‘ﬁ
— ‘:
18:00 18:00 ANA489 S
New York i
| New York LI
19:00 Fiesta de Bienvenida | C¢na en el hotel Cena en el hotel Cena en el hotel Cena (Barbacoa) . 4 |Fiesta de despedida
21:20 JTA189 % Fogata L3
. Peru s Recreacién .
20: 0 = -l
22:00 ANA1739 ¥ > -t
Los Angels "
21:00 Washington !
Calgary |
22:30 ANA131
29700 Brazil Hora de acostarse |H0ra de acostarse |Hora de acostarse |Hora de acostarse |Hora de acostarse
Argentina
Bolivia
Aloja- Esft:liliiam(;la Hotel Sen-in Kaikan Hotel Sen-in Kaikan Pensién Carolina Pensién Carolina Pensién Carolina Estadia con la familia | Estadia con la familia
miento (Norte de Okinawa) | (Norte de Okinawa) | ( Norte de Okinawa) de Okinawa de Okinawa
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18~20/Julho 21/Julho (2a) 22/Julho (3a) 23/Julho (4a) 24/Julho (5a) 25/Julho (6a) 26/Julho (Sabado) 27/Julho (Domingo) | 28/Julho (2a)
7:00 Acordar Acordar Acordar Acordar Acordar
Café da manha Café da manha Café da manha Café da manha Café da manha Retorno ao
pais
800 8:40 JAL90O
Cuba |
9:15 TYTHIT
. Chegaila #m Visita oficial ao Castelo de Shuri New York
9:00
ki n Governador de
Okinawa 11:10 ANA1734
10:00 - ‘A Ecoturismo em Ocean Expo Park Encontro com as Calgary
o Yanbaru *Acuario familias de Okinawa Hawaii
para homestay(na 11:45 ANA124
11:00 City Tour em Naha Praia) Brazil
Argentine
18, duthn >1 Bolivia
L) 2300 JTADE® | 13500 Lugar de remnii Almogo Almoco Almogo 13:05Philippine427
i Cubhie Fundagiio de Intercambio Encontro (G Philippines
1“191'“3010?31 e Recreagdo na praia i 13:45 JAL896
.. Desenvolvimiento de Almogo Aulas de Culturae |Saida Yanbaru Encontro ( na OTHF) 0 Peru
13:00 Recursos Humanos de sad 0 Q)
o — Artes Tradicionais Los Angels
Jkinawa(OIHF) .
- Washington
. Reunido de orientagéo OSanshin g
14:00 -
OBuyo (Danga de e O
| 18/Julho Okinawa) !
1500 [1605 Museu Memorial da | OKarate . 15:30 ANA1736
7 |Philippine430 Chegada ao alojamento Paz Eisa Bankokushinryokan el Guam
Philippines
16:00 16:10 ANA1735 Lapide da Paz Aulas de Licdes de
’ Guam Programa de Artesanato de Okinawa
Hawaii intercaAmbio Pavilhdo da Paz
17:0) Chegada ao alojamento >’
. 18:00 ANA489 m
16200 New York ?/:
4
. 3 antar tar tar (Churras | i
19:00 Festa de Boas-vindas Jantar Jantar Jantar Jantar (Churrasco) 0 Festa de Despedida
21:20 JTA189 Fogueira E
on- Peru Recreacao 7
20:00 157:00 ANAT 739 O
Los Angels . E
21:00 Washington {
Calgary |
22:30 ANA131 |
22:00 Brazil Hora de dormir Hora de dormir IHora de dormir lHora de dormir Hora de dormir
Argentina
Bolivia | |
jam-| Es S . . . . . . . Estada as Estada na casa
Alojam FstadaAnal ~casa Hotel Senin Kaikan Hotel Senin Kaikan Pension Carolina Pension Carolina Pension Carolina stad '1vna>~msa HLaca n'?.casq -
ento anfitria anfitria anfitria
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Monica Mayumi Arashiro
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Tl FA-BOEIITELEEX VS LR
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“E com grande felicidade em meu coragio que estou aqui
para contar a minha volta & Okinawa, mesmo nunca tendo
ido 14 anteriormente. Através do Junior Study Tour 2003,
tive uma experiéncia unica que jamais pude imaginar
viver. Ao chegar em Naha, tudo era diferente para mim e
ao mesmo tempo familiar. Encontrei minha Oba e meus
tios da parte da minha mae e meus tios da parte do meu
pai que ndo se conheciam, mas que gragas ao intercambio
os lagos de familia se solidificaram.

Quando conheci os outros participantes da minha idade
fiquei impressionada. Pois mesmo sendo jovens de outros
paises tdo diferentes, senti como se fossemos irmaos.
Conhecemos a Prefeitura de Okinawa, a Avenida Kokusai,
onde encontramos muitos shissas e todo tipo de alimento
feito a base de “Goya”, o Castelo de Shuri do qual a
arquitetura se impde, Yanbaru que possui uma faunarica e
encantadora pois € muito valorizada por Okinawa e
portanto fortemente preservada, € no Ocean Expo Park
vimos peixes coloridos e de todo tipo.

Duas vezes durante o intercambio me apresentei cantando
e tocando “‘shamissen” com a musica Assadoya Yunta.
Muitos puderam cantar comigo ou simplesmente
acompanhar com palmas o que me deixou muito

ft = Wb = it




emocionada. Em uma dessas apresentagdes convidei
outras participantes para cantarem comigo no palco e
também dangar. Durante 0 Homestay meu tio Teruo me
deu um presente. Era um *“shamissen”. E que pertencia a
ele ha anos e que agora, esta sendo para mim um grande
incentivo para me dedicar mais a esse instrumento que é
meu hobby.

Houve um dia que fizeram uma fogueira, tivemos um
jogo entre equipes, em que aprendemos a dangar musicas
pop japonesas enquanto que Os outros participantes
também aprenderam a dangar musicas brasileiras. O
entrosamento foi incrivel.

O lugar que mais me marcou foi o Parque Memorial da
Paz. Recordo-me de uma gruta que simulava um
esconderijo de familia utinanchu, que, com medo e com
fome, ouviam o som de um tanque de guerra americano se
aproximando cada vez mais. D4 arrepio e lembramos que
nossos antepassados sofreram e batalharam muito para
estarmos aqui hoje, portanto devemos preservar todos

esses valores.

A festa de despedida foi emocionante, pois sabiamos que
provavelmente seria o ultimo dia de todos nos estarmos
juntos. Alguns de nés nunca mais iriamos nos encontrar
ou demoraria a nos ver novamente. Mas ao mesmo tempo,
sabiamos tamb€m que nossos destinos foram tragados e
que jamais iriamos nos esquecer daquilo que vivemos.
Sou muito privilegiada de ser utinanchu, e cada vez mais
tenho mais orgulho das minhas origens. Depois dessa
experiéncia estou com minhas metas mais claras tendo
uma visao mais ampla do mundo e das pessoas.

Obrigada a Deus, a todos responsaveis por essa
oportunidade, ao govemador Kenichi Inamine, a
Prefeitura de Okinawa, a todos os organizadores e
autoridades, a Associagdo Okinawa Kenjin do Brasil e a

minha familia que sempre me apoiou tanto.
Até a proxima!
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Carolina Midori Nakamura

“Sou Carolina Midori Nakamura, tenho 18 anos, no
momento sou estudante, e participei do Junior Study Tour
2003. O Junior Study Tour deixou uma forte lembranga
em minha mente. Eu embarquei daqui do Brasil com uma
certa inseguranga, pois sei falar o basico da lingua
japonesa e nada sei do inglés, mas quando reunimos
para comegar o intercambio, o pessoal da organizagdo fez
o possivel para que nos sentissemos em casa. Ficamos em
Okinawa por dez dias (18 a 28 de julho).

Durante o Homestay fiquei na casa da familia que so
conhecia por fotografia. Nos cinco dias do intercdmbio
passeamos por Naha, visitamos o governador, Museu
Memorial da Paz onde o Governo de Okinawa fez uma
bela homenagem para aqueles que faleceram na Segunda
Guerra Mundial, o castelo de Shurijo foi a residéncia
oficial dos Reis do Reino Ryukyu, no Gyokusendd
aprendemos um pouco sobre o buy6 (danga de Okinawa),
em Yanbaru tem o Hiji Ohtaki que € a maior cachoeira de
Okinawa, no Ocean Expo Park tinha show de golfinhos,
aquario e praia. Durante todo este tempo comemos desde
o verdadeiro Okinawa soba até um tradicional churrasco,
participamos de festas, games e fogueiras.

No ultimo dia fizeram uma festa de despedida, onde
ganhamos um certificado por ter participado do Junior
Study Tour e cantamos, cansamos, choramos e nos
divertimos.

Em Okinawa conheci pessoas de linguas e culturas
difierentes e aprendi a conviver com todas elas, aprendi
mais ainda sobre a cultura okinawa que no é tdo diferente
quanto ao que me ensinaram aqui no Brasil, mas poucos
preservam isso, evolui um pouco da minha lingua
japonesa, conheci parentes, mostrei como realmente € o
Brasil, fiz varios amigos que até hoje mantenho em
contato e realizei um sonho meu que era ir para a terra
natal de meus pais algum dia. E com certeza algum dia
passarei este magnifico espirito utinanchu para meus
herdeiros. Gostaria de agradecer a todos os organizadores
do Junior Study Tour, toda esta minha felicidade eu devo
aeles.”
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"Meu nome é Anne Thiemy Suzuki Shinzato, sou
brasileira e fui uma das participantes do Junior
Study Tour. Foi uma emoc¢io saber que além de
conhecer a cultura e costumes okinawanos, eu iria,
finalmente, conhecer os descendentes de minha avé,
nascida em Nag6. O dia que cheguei em Okinawa,
foi uma surpresa, pois a receptividade das pessoas
incluso dos organizadores da viagem, foi 6tima.

Nos dois primeiros dias dormi na casa de minha
tia, que acabara de conhecer. Neste intervalo de
tempo, pude conhecer um pouco da ilha de Okinawa.
No primeiro dia com o grupo de jovens, conseguimos
nos interagir o suficiente para surgir um lago de
amizade entre nés. A partir desse dia, passamos a
visitar os pontos turisticos locais. Na governadoria
de Okinawa, pude perceber a importancia que eles
deram a nossa visita permitindo a entrada em
determinados departamentos que nio sdo abertos
ao publico. Além disso, pude notar a imensa
quantidade de cameras e repérteres ao nosso redor
querendo transmitir tal acontecimento a populagéo
local. Outro lugar que achei interessante foi a
principal rua de Okinawa: Kokusai Doori. Ao andar
naquele lugar percebi a grande diversidade cultural
que existe 14. A culinaria, por exemplo, é muito rica
em detalhes e sabores. Ndo pudemos deixar de
conhecer o castelo de Shuri, que é um verdadeiro
tesouro a nivel mundial. Sua arquitetura
impressionant e, nos revela diferentes significados.
Os desenhos, as esculturas do castelo ndo eram
feitos a tona, eles tinham o objetivo de nos
transmitir algo. Apds esse passeio, fomos ao Ryukyu
Mura onde tive algumas aulas de karaté, chamisen
e Buyo. Até tive a chance de fazer "bingata" e
descobri que ndo levo nenhum jeito para pinturas
em tecido. No sexto dia em Okinawa, fizemos um
passeio no meio de uma floresta, ou seja, essa
caminhada exigiu muito do meu fisico. Quase morri
de tanto andar, mas quando chegamos na cachoeira,
que era o nosso objetivo, simplesmente fiquei



apreciando tamanha beleza e acabei esquecendo do
cansaco. Depois da caminhada fomos a um centro
de tratamento de animais feridos e aprendemos a
preservar a flora e a fauna okinawana. Depois de
ter descansado bastante na pensio onde ficamos,
fomos visitar o aquario. Fiquei impressionada pelo
tamanho dos tanques de 4gua e mais maravilhada
com a enorme variedade de vida marinha que esses
tanques continham. O tubarfo bale ia foi a atracio
principal do aquario depois dos shows dos golfinhos,
que foi muito divertido. Em seguida fomos as praias,
que sdo conhecidas internacionalmente pela beleza
das suas 4guas limpidas. Foi maravilhoso
mergulhar naquelas aguas azuis. Adorei tomar sol,
apesar de ter me queimado demais. Como esse foi o
dltimo dia de passeio junto com o grupo, fizemos
uma festa, de noite, na pensdo. Todos estavam
animados, tirando fotos uns dos outros. Depois da
janta, fizemos véarias brincadeiras e até tentei
ensinar a eles dancar samba.

No dia
buscarampara fazermos "home stay". Na festa de
despedida(sayonara party)
certificados e ficamos reunidos até tarde.
Infelizmente, tinha chegado o ultimo dia em
Okinawa. Nos reencontramos no aeroporto e

seguinte, nossos familiares nos

recebemos  nossos

tiramos mais fotos. Ao nos despedirmos, todos
choraram, pois em tio pouco tempo conseguimos
construir uma amizade sélida e forte. Queram que
saibam que fo1 6timo ter feito esse passeios com
voceés. O dJunior Study Tour foi uma dtima

experiéncia pela qual passei. Gostaria de
agradecélos pela oportunidade de conhecer um
pouco mais da minha cultura e por oferecer tal
chance a essa geragdo de jovens descendentes de

okinawanos."
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“ICHARIBA CHODE”

(que significa: “luego del primer encuentro, todos somos

hermanos”)

Eran las 22:30 hrs del viernes 18 de julio. Una
mezcla de ansiedad, felicidad y temor surgié en mi
al aterrizar en el aeropuerto de Naha. Numerosas
preguntas cruzaban mi mente, mientras las puertas
del avion se abrian, ddandome la bienvenida a
Okinawa. La emocién de encontrarme alli era tan
grande que el cansancio del largo viaje apenas se
sentia. De pronto, al levantar la vista, una larga
bandera se extendi6 frente a mis ojos. Entre la
multitud reconoci a mis tios. Mi corazén comenzo a
latir rdapidamente. Fue entonces, al cruzar la
puerta, cuando finalmente me di cuenta. Habia
llegado a la tierra de la cual tanto me habian
hablado, al lugar al cual viajé incontables veces con
mi imaginacién... {Ya estaba alli! Mientras dejaba
atras el aeropuerto, me pregunté “;Qué pasara en
estos dias?’
Ahora puedo decir: “jPasaron tantas cosas en tan
poco tiempo!”
El primer fin de semana con mis parientes fue
maravilloso. Afortunadamente, tuve la posibilidad

de conocer a muchos de ellos, a quienes sélo conocia
a través de fotos. Sin embargo, todos me trataron
muy bien, haciéndome sentir de inmediato muy
comoda, sin importar lo reciente de mi llegada...
Ademads, al compartir momentos con ellos pude
sentir la alegria que me transmite mi abuelo cada
vez que me habla de ellos...

El lunes llegé en un abrir y cerrar de ojos. De
repente me encontré en un aula llena de gente,
mirando a todos lados, preguntandome como seria
cada persona que se encontraba alli. Estaba muy
nerviosa, pero a la vez muy ansiosa por la
inolvidable semana que se venia venir. Fue en esta
“reunién de orientacién” cuando por primera vez
conocia al grupo, sin saber que terminariamos
formando un hermoso grupo... Esa noche tuvimos la
fiesta de bienvenida, donde bailamos, jugamos a
diferentes juegos y compartimos los actos que
algunos de nosotros habian preparado para ese dia.
Tengo que admitir que al principio sentia un poco de
verglienza, queria hablar con todos, aunque me
costaba un poco hacerlo. Sin embargo, enseguida
senti un clima de increible calidez y confianza, ya
que todos se acercaban a hablar, sin importar la
diferencia de idioma, edad, cultura... A decir verdad,
a lo largo del tour nunca senti que existieran
barreras entre nosotros, porque descubri que
cuando hay voluntad no hay diferencia que valga.
iiiEs mas, yo volvi a Argentina conociendo palabras
en portugués y tagalog,
cubano -boliviano!!!

con acento peruano —

Los dias siguientes se pasaron sin que pudiera
darme cuenta. jLa pasé tan bien que las horas se
Todos los dias
saliamos de

sucedieron como si fueran minutos!
nos levantdbamos temprano y
excursion; ibamos de un lado a otro... jconoci
muchisimos lugares en poquito tiempo! Fuimos a
visitar al gobernador, paseamos por la ciudad de
Naha, estuvimos en el Parque Conmemorativo de la
Paz... Personalmente, luego de haber estado alli
pude ver con mayor claridad lo necesaria e
importante que es la paz en estos dias... Creo que
esta excursién nos sirvié a todos para transmitir
este mensaje de paz en nuestros hogares.

Un lugar en el cual me senti “importante” fue en el
castillo de Shuri. jEs impresionante! Una vez que
entras y te sacds los zapatos, sentis “volver el
tiempo atras”... Ademads, pasamos una tarde en
Ryukyu Mura, donde nos ofrecieron una clase de

artesania y otra de arte tradicional, a elegir:




sanshin, buyo o karate. Por mi parte, elegi la
primera opcién. Sin embargo... jjNo esta dentro de
mis habilidades!! Aunque tengo que admitir que
me diverti un monton...

El dia que fuimos a hacer ecoturismo a Yanbaru
me hicieron descubrir mi espiritu aventurero, ya
que hice cosas que nunca pensé que haria, como
pasar al lado de arafias grandes, o cruzar un
puente que se movia. Pero la recompensa a todas
las subidas, al sofocante calor y al cansancio fue la
cascada. jEra tan hermosa que todo el esfuerzo
realizado valia la pena! Sin embargo, cuando
terminamos esta excursion.. jmis piernas se
movian solas! Para finalizar la jornada, una vez
que mi cabello estaba completamente desordenado
y mi ropa enteramente htimeda, nos llevaron a
Bankokusinryokan. jNo pude evitar sentirme algo
desalifiada en un lugar tan lindo!

Por dltimo, el viernes fuimos al Ocean Expo Park.
iEs incomparablel Me quedé realmente
sorprendida... Presenciamos dos shows de delfines,
los cuales estuvieron muy lindos. Ademds, como
no podia faltar... {Fuimos a la playa! jMe senti en el
paraiso! Tomamos mucho sol, disfrutamos del agua,
tomamos helado... jFue una tarde perfecta! Y la
cena de ese dia fue barbacoa... Sin embargo, ya
desde el comienzo, en esa noche se respiraba un aire
especial. La alegria de compartir esa comida juntos
se confundia con la tristeza de saber que pronto nos
tendriamos que separar...La verdad es que ese dia
estuvo repleto de emociones, ya que luego de cenar
tuvimos una fogata en la cual nos reimos, bailamos
samba y canciones de la fiesta de bienvenida,
compartimos diferentes juegos... Por dltima vez nos
juntamos con nuestros grupos para competir juntos
en los juegos. Mi equipo sali6 antetltimo, pero fue
muy lindo porque no se sentia ningun tipo de
competencia entre nosotros. Se notaba que todos
estdbamos alli con la intencién de divertirnos y
pasarla bien. No sé por qué, pero esa noche senti
que todos estabamos “mas cerca”. La pasamos tan
bien como si nos conociéramos de siempre... Nos
quedamos charlando hasta tarde...; No queria que
ese dia llegara a su fin! Todo se habia pasado tan
rapido...

Recuerdo que el domingo 27, al bajar del auto en la
puerta del hotel, seguia sin entender como

habiamos llegado a ese momento. jYa estdbamos en

la fiesta de despedida! Para mi, fue la fiesta perfecta.

Tan perfecta que parecia un suefio, tan perfecta que

no nos dimos cuenta cuando termind... De pronto
nos encontramos abrazdandonos y llorando,
sintiendo felicidad por haber tenido esta hermosa
experiencia, pero a la vez, tristeza de saber que al
dia siguiente cada uno retornaria a su hogar...

Quiero agradecerles por todas las charlas, risas y
momentos compartidos. Gracias por una semana
llena de momentos que voy a guardar por siempre
en mi corazén. Nunca olviden que los quiero
mucho!!!. Y... iNos estamos encontrando!( ya sea en
una carta,.

en un mail o.. ¢por que no?

personalmente...)
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Este afo tuve la oportunidad de participar en el
Junior Study Tour y considero que fue una
experiencia muy enriquecedora para mi crecimiento
personal.

Durante este recorrido pude conocer muchos
lugares histéricos de Okinawa y aprender sobre su
cultura e historia.

Lo que mas me gust6 fue el haber podido conocer
y relacionarme con descendientes de Okinawenses
de todas partes del mundo y aprender sobre sus
distintas costumbres.

Al darse la comunicacion de una manera mas
simple, fluida y espontdnea con los que hablan el
mismo idioma, ellos fueron los primeros con quienes
logré establecer una conversacion. Ademas fue muy
divertido ver cuantos diferentes usos y distorsiones
de las palabras existen en los diversos paises.

A pesar de las barreras presentadas por los
diferentes idiomas, con mucha voluntad de las dos
partes todo se puede lograr. A veces me veia en la
dificultad de no poder decir en palabras algunas
cosas, pero con el deseo de querer comunicarme,
trataba de expresarme a través de sefas, y con un
poco de voluntad e imaginacion de las demaés
personas podiamos conversar.

Me parecid muy buena la idea de realizar los
juegos de la fiesta de bienvenida, ya que a partir de
ellos uno vence la vergiienza que generalmente se
tiene al principio, al no conocer a nadie.

Fue muy entretenido practicar las artes
tradicionales de la isla, a pesar del poco tiempo que
le pudimos dedicar, logramos no sélo ver, sino
aprender y poner en practica una actividad que
formaba parte de la vida cotidiana de nuestros
abuelos.

Me resultd muy entretenido pasear por Ryukyu
Mura y el castillo de Shuri, pues gracias a eso pude
darme cuenta de lo diferente que eran las
estructuras de las viviendas.

A pesar del calor que tenia al no estar




acostumbrada a esas altas temperaturas, disfruté
mucho el conocer una playa tan hermosa como la de
Okinawa que, a diferencia de la mia, tiene agua
cristalina, casi sin olas, es decir, mas calma y calida.

Una cosa que me hubiese gustado es haber podido

tener un dia mas, pero libre, porque al no haber
dispuesto de mucho tiempo hubo personas con las
que no pude hablar de la forma en que me hubiese
gustado.

Lo que me impresiondé mucho fue la amabilidad
de la gente de Okinawa, es como si todos formasen
parte de una misma familia, con la unica diferencia
de que viven en diferentes casas.

Finalmente, quisiera agradecer profundamente a
la Prefectura de Okinawa, a la gente del Staff y a
los voluntarios por haber hecho posible esta
enriquecedora experiencia y deseo que esto se siga

realizando todos los anos para que més jovenes
puedan disfrutar de esta hermosa vivencia.
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El mejor recuerdo de Okinawa

Es dificil expresar con palabras lo que esta experiencia
significa para mi. Antes de formar parte del Junior
Study Tour, para mi conocer Okinawa era un sueflo y
ahora me siento muy feliz ya que se hizo realidad.
Antes de viajar me sentia a la vez de emocionada y
contenta muy nerviosa, pero sabia que ibamos muy
bien preparadas gracias a que nissan Yochan Azama
nos fue ensefiando poco a poco la historia, cultura y
tradiciones uchinanchu. Esto me sirvié de mucho alla
ya que podia entender mejor las explicaciones que nos
hacian durante las visitas.

El tiempo que tuvimos que estar en el avion fue muy
largo pero ayudo6 a darme cuenta que no todos tienen
la oportunidad de viajar a un pais que estd a miles de
kilometros lejos de casa y me sentia agradecida al
haber sido escogida entre los chicos que, al igual que
yo, se habian presentado a la entrevista y que también
se merecian ganar esta beca.

En el aeropuerto nos esperaban nuestros familiares y
un grupo del staff que se encargaba del Junior Study
Tour. Nos recibieron de una manera que nunca
imaginé y alli pude sentir la calidez, alegria, simpatia,
generosidad y sencillez de la gente okinawense.

El segundo dia visitamos al Gobernador de Okinawa.
Alli Gabriela Tokeshi y yo dimos un discurso (no nos
habian dicho la importancia de este hasta después de
decirlo porque sino estoy segura que me ponia muy
nerviosa). Luego paseamos por Kokusai Dori y por la
ciudad de Naha. Aprendi sobre lo que representan los
shisa para los okinawenses (los shisa son puestos en
las puertas de las casas para proteger a las familias de
los malos espiritus). Finalmente fuimos al Parque
Conmemorativo de la Paz. Después de ver el video y
visitar el museo pude comprender mejor lo que los
okinawenses sienten con respecto a la guerra y me di
cuenta de porque tratan de conservar la paz mundial.
En ese momento me senti muy mal, porque no solo
recordaba lo que mi obaachan me contaba sino que
estaban escritos algunos testimonios de personas que
también habian sobrevivido y me llené de indignacion
y tristeza ya que me ponia a pensar en todo el
sufrimiento que la guerra trae y no puedo entender por
qué hasta ahora las personas buscan discutir en vez de
tratar de llegar a acuerdos para evitar todo esto.

El miércoles visitamos el Castillo de Shuri donde

pudimos ver, plasmada en una gran muestra

arquitectonica, la mezcla de culturas uchinanchu,
japonesa y china. En Ryukyu Mura, dimos un paseo y
luego tuvimos la oportunidad de realizar un trabajo
artesanal: pintamos nuestro bingata. Después nos
dividieron en grupos para practicar Sanshin, Buyo o
Karate.

El jueves fuimos a Yambaru, donde visitamos un
museo y pudimos observar en un video y de manera
dinamica algunas especies de flora y fauna tipicas de
Okinawa que estan en peligro de extincién. Después
de eso hicimos una caminata y al final llegamos a la
cascada de Hijiotaki, la mas grande en Okinawa. Fue
muy cansado llegar hasta alla pero la vista fue muy
bonita. Al
Bankokusinryokan.

finalizar el dia visitamos
El viernes fuimos al Ocean Expo Park, donde vimos
espectaculos de delfines y paseamos por el acuario.
Después fuimos a la playa. Esta es muy diferente a la
de Pert ya que la arena es blanca y no hay olas, a mi
me daba la impresion de estar nadando en una piscina
con agua salada!!! Luego fuimos al Pineapple Park, y
yo me sorprendi mucho al ver los distintos productos
que se hacian de pifia. Finalmente regresamos a la
pension donde, después de comer barbacoa, tuvimos
una fogata y participamos de juegos muy divertidos y
nos reimos mucho.

Los dias de Homestay fueron demasiado lindos.
Siempre habia tenido la ilusion de conocer el lugar
donde vivieron mis ojiichan, obaachan y mi papa. Mis
familiares de Okinawa me trataron tan bien que sentia
que nunca habia dejado por completo a mi familia en
Pert. Ellos me pasearon por varios sitios de Okinawa
que no habia conocido y ademas me llevaron a comer
los platos tipicos como el Okinawa Soba que es muy
r1co.

Quiero agradecer a TODOS: a la prefectura de
Okinawa, a la AOP, a los chicos voluntarios del
colegio de Naha, al grupo que formaban parte del staff,
a todos los que organizaron este Tour, a cada uno de
los tutores que fueron acompafiandonos (en especial a
Yochan), a todos los amigos que hice en Okinawa...

Ahora que estoy de vuelta en mi pais tengo el mejor
recuerdo de Okinawa y espero volver a la tierra
uchinanchu y encontrarme con todos los chicos que ya
forman parte de mi corazoén... nunca los voy a poder
olvidar!!! Espero volver a verlos pronto y espero que,
al igual que yo, nunca olviden este JUNIOR STUDY
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Toda esta linda experiencia comenzé cuando
me anunciaron que me habia ganado la beca,
ese momento hasta ahora lo recuerdo, estaba
super emocionada y ni siquiera me lo podia
creer, todos me felicitaron y estaban muy
orgullosos de mi.

La primera imagen que tenia de toda esta
aventura, era que Okinawa es un lugar
totalmente diferente a Peru y que tenia que
aprender sus costumbres, como comportarme
y lo mas importante que era el idioma.

El tour comenzé. Cuando apenas llegamos
cada uno de nosotros fue a la casa de la
familia en Okinawa, que fue algo muy lindo
porque conoci a tios, primos que no conocia y
cuando estaba con ellos me trataban con
mucho carifio y parecia que los conociera
desde siempre; incluso tuve la oportunidad
de conocer a mis tias abuelas de parte de mi
papa y de mi mama, nos emocionamos mucho
e incluso mi tia abuela de parte de papa
comenz6 a llorar, en ese momento me di
cuenta el vinculo que habia entre las dos y
sentia como escalofrios en mi cuerpo de la
felicidad al poder verlas.

El lunes 21 comenz6 el programa con todos
los chicos de los diez paises, en total éramos
51 personas, todos de diferentes paises,
costumbres, idiomas, etc, pero todos

estabamos juntos por la misma razon: de
tener raices okinawenses y de participar en
el Junior Study Tour. Este dia hicimos juegos,
actuamos muchas personas y fue muy

divertido!!
En los siguientes dias, visitamos al Kencho y
leimos nuestro discurso Kaori y yo

representando a todos los participantes de los
paises excepto Nihon; paseamos por Kokusai
Dori, que era enorme y habia muchas cosas
lindas, de todas las variedades y de todo, ahi
encontrabamos todo lo que queriamos.
También fuimos al Museo Conmemorativo de
la Paz, fue el lugar en el que mas me
enriqueci, me di cuenta de todo lo que tuvo
que pasar la poblacion de Okinawa en la
época de la segunda guerra mundial, c6mo
los norteamericanos se habian apoderado de
Okinawa; pero, sobre todo esto, Okinawa se
ha sabido levantar y ahora esta muy bien y la
verdad que todo esto yo admiro.

Visitamos el Shurijo, eso si me encantd!! es
precioso!!! Y después de esto fuimos a hacer
los talleres que era en Ryu Kyu Mura. Yo
elegi
aprendimos Shima uta; y, después de eso,
todos demostramos lo que habiamos
aprendido.

Tuvimos la oportunidad de conocer la fauna y
flora de Okinawa en Yanbaru, ahi me cansé, j
je, je i v, ademas me da miedo las alturas,

sanshin, estuvo muy entretenido,

pero igual me pareci6 muy interesante, al
final llegabamos a una catarata en la que
todos fuimos y algunos se banaron. Después
de eso fuimos a la tienda de pifia, las pifias de
Okinawa son riquisimas!.

El dltimo dia del tour fuimos al Acuario,
era enorme y habia una gran cantidad y tipos
de animales; lo que mas me gusté fueron las
dos presentaciones de los delfines en las que
demostraron que son muy inteligentes. Y por
ultimo nos fuimos a la playa, que creo que era
el lugar mas esperado para ir, la arena era
blanca y el mar tenia como tres tonos
diferentes, lo que si me contaron fue que el
agua estaba caliente y a los pececitos los
veias nadar.

En la noche de ese dia viernes, al pie de la
fogata disfrutamos de una reunién con todos



e hicimos juegos divertidos; luego, todos
estabamos con nostalgia y algo tristes porque
el tour ya estaba terminando, aprovechamos
para firmar nuestros “books” y para llevarnos
un recuerdo mas de este lindo tour!

Después, el sabado y domingo fue para estar
con la familia, en mi caso conoci a mas
familiares, todos muy amables.

El domingo en la noche era la fiesta de
despedida, nombraron a todos y nos dieron
un diploma, después algunos hicimos un
pequefio numero, en el caso mio y de Kaori
volvimos a tocar piano, pero esta vez 3
melodias, una de ellas a cuatro manos.
También se hizo la presentacion de los
voluntarios, acompanantes y los
participantes; por ultimo todos nos
despedimos de todos, algunos lloraron y fue
un momento muy triste, nadie se queria
regresar a su pais, todos querian seguir en
este lindo tour!

Igualmente, el dia siguiente fue muy triste,
estaba dejando a mi familia que me habia
atendido muy pero muy bien, a todos los
chicos y demas participantes del Junior
Study Tour ... y al lindo lugar en donde pasé
esta linda experiencia Okinawa.

El tour fue muy divertido y lo aproveché al
maximo, aprendii un montén, descubri
bastantes lugares y cosas que no conocia de
Okinawa; a pesar de ello, me hubiera gustado
tener mas tiempo para estar con todas las
personas del Junior Study Tour, con mi
familia, para poder comprar y conocer mas
Okinawa.

Yo creo que me gusté y disfruté tanto este
viaje gracias al apoyo que he tenido siempre
de mi familia; de nuestro tutor Sr. Yochan
Azama que desde el principio nos ayudo,
ensend cosas de la historia, cultura y
costumbres de Okinawa y nos gui6 siempre,
es mas, durante el tour nos traducia todo; el
taller de la Asociacion Okinawense del Pera
(AOP) que nos preparé, culturizé y ensefié un
poco cada afo, también el curso de liderazgo
AOP, que creo que a mi me ayud6 mucho para
este evento; y también a la misma Institucion
que permitié la entrega de las 2 becas y nos
dio esta linda, valiosa y tinica oportunidad de
ir a Okinawa para participar en el Junior

Study Tour y conocer a muchos jovenes
nikkei de diferentes partes del mundo.
También gracias a este viaje pude cohocer a
mis familiares que nunca antes los habia
conocido y mis propios papas tampoco, recién
cuando fui a sus casas hubo esa conexién y
mis papas hablaban por teléfono con ellos y
ahora ya hay un poco mas de confianza.
iOkinawa me encant6 y pienso regresar alla.
Esa semana y media fue la mejor que he
tenido en toda mi vida, fue tnica y jamas la
olvidaré!.

Como una forma de agradecer la oportunidad
que me han dado, voy a apoyar a otros chicos
del AOP para que se preparen para
participar en el siguiente Junior Study Tour;
y por supuesto, voy a ayudar al AOP en todo

lo que sea necesario y todo lo que pueda.
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Hi! My name is Naomi Kamiya and I am fourteen years
old. I am from Santa Cruz, Bolivia, and this year, I had the
privilege to go visit Okinawa. I was very excited when I
heard that I had won a trip to Okinawa. [ was going to be
able to actually be in the place where my father was bom,
and meet my family that live in Okinawa. I wanted to know
a little more about my ancestors and I thought this might be
my big opportunity.

Since I knew little Japanese, I went to a Japanese school for
one month and leam all I could possibly leam to be able to
communicate with my family members. But since it was
only a month, I leamed a little bit, only how to say hello,
how to introduce myself and some other things.

When they told me I was going to leave July 16", I though,
“That is so far away from now!” But when the day finally
arrived, when [ realized that I was in my car headed to the
airport, I could not believe I was actually going to Japan! At
the airport, I met Hugo Higa, the other representative from
Bolivia, and Higa Tsugio, the chaperone that was going
representing Bolivia.

I didn’t know what to do on the eleven-hour flight from Sao
Paulo to Los Angeles! When I could finally fall asleep, I
could only sleep for one hour because I would get
uncomfortable. I got distracted with the movies the plane
showed us, I read some magazines I had brought with me,
listened to music, and talked to the girls from Argentina.

When we got to Los Angeles, we only waited for an hour,
because they had to clean up the airplane, put more gasoline,
mostly just to maintenance.

On he trip from Los Angeles to Japan was even worst.
Since I had already read most of my magazines, I had
nothing to do. So most of the time what I did was sleep.

When we arrived to the Narita, the intemational airport of
Japan in Tokyo, I changed my money that I had in US
dollars into Yens. So then we took a one-hour bus drive to
Haneda, the national airport. When we arrived to Okinawa, I
realized that I had to wait until my relatives recognized me
because I had never seen them!

They took a picture of the other two representatives of
Bolivia and I with the Bolivian flag. Finally, when my
relatives found me, we already started having
communication problems. Since I knew just a little bit of
Japanese, and they knew almost NO Spanish, we could

hardly talk to each other. Something that helped a little was a
small book that my brother Aki had given me when I met
him at Narita, a Japanese-English book.

With my family, I got to see the house in which my father
and my grandmother and grandfather had been bom. I met
all of my relatives I have in Okinawa and they treated me
very kindly.

But when I was at the tour the whole week, I had no
problems communicating because Yochan, the chaperon
from Peru, translated everything he could.

The other teenagers that I met were really nice people from
Okinawa, Peru, Cuba, Argentina, Brazil, Guam, USA,
Canada, Hawaii and from Philippines. I got along great with
each and every one of them.

What we all had in common was that we are all
descendants from Japanese people. And I was really looking
forward to seeing how their culture was, how they acted
around people, and just become them for a week.

We leamed karate, we visited the Shuri Castle, we visited
the govemor, visited the Peace temple, we went hiking to
Yanbaru, went to the beach and did many fun activities. I
really enjoyed doing all of the things Japanese people would
usually do. Especially eating their foods. Even though some
foods looked weird, they all tasted delicious.

When it was finally the night of the good-bye party, I could
not believe how incredibly fast the week had gone by. I
really got attached to all of the people. I really liked them a
lot.

I was the first one I think to start crying at the party. I
simply just couldn’t believe that I would probably never see
them again! It was truly one of the best memories I will have
of ANY trip, and I am very thankful I got this huge
opportunity. I hope I can see all of them again, because even
though a month or so has gone by since we all left, I miss
them. I remember all of the great moments we had together,
all of the jokes we shared, and I hope something like this will
happen again! I just can’t wait to see all of them again!

I really enjoyed this experience. It is going to be one of
those experiences you NEVER forget. Because first of all, I
got to know how my father lived before he came here to
Bolivia, I got to meet all of my family members, and learned
all of their customs and about their culture. I met a bunch of
really great friends from all over the world, which I became
really attached to, and I got to see many sights people would
die to see.

In conclusion, it has been the BEST experience I have ever
had, and I hope that someday in the future, I will visit my
relatives in Okinawa and see all of my friends
(TOMODACHI) I made in this year’s Junior Study Tour!
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Primeramente quisiera dar un agradecimiento muy grande a
los organizadores de este tour y a todas las personas que
hicieron posible que pueda conocer la hemosa ciudad de

Okinawa.

Fue un viaje inolvidable en el que pude conocer distintos
Iugares de Okinawa, el lugar donde se criaron mis abuelos,
mis padres.

Conoci muchas personas de diferentes paises con los que
tuve la oportunidad de convivir durante toda una semana en
la que hice varios amigos y que estuvo llena de diversion.
En este viaje tuve la oportunidad de conocer el Castillo de
Shuri, en el que me sorprendi bastante porque fue la primera
vez que pude apreciar un castillo.

También visitamos RYUKYUMURA donde conocimos las
raices okinawenses como ser las viviendas y algumas artes
tradicionales. (Sanshin, Karate, Buyo)

Estuve en un ecoturismo bastante cansado pero valio la pena
la larga caminata que tuve que hacer porque pude ir a una
catarata bella e impresionante en la que pude apreciar la
naturaleza de Okinawa, jugar con los demas miembros del
tour y disfrutar de un paisaje hermoso.

Otro lugar que me gusto fue el acuario porque en Bolivia no
hay ningin acuario y pude apreciar las especies marinas que
nunca habia podido apreciar antes, luego pude ver el show
de los delfines, fue un espectaculo fonomenal.

En la playa tuvimos tiempo para mdar y para disfrutar de un
partido de voleibol en la que participamos casi todos,
siempre riendo y divirtiéndonos.

Esa noche tuvimos una barbacoa al estilo japonés en la que
todos compartimos unos momentos divertidos cocinando,
comiendo especialmente  confratemizando con los
voluntarios que les doy mis agradecimientos por habernos
entretenido cuando llegamos a la ciudad de Okinawa y
también para nuestra ultima noche en la que estuvimos todos
los integrantes del tour.

En I fiesta de despedida hubo una entrega de diploma a
cada participante de Junior Study Tour, una cena deliciosa y
algunos integrantes hicieron algumas presentaciones de canto
y tocaron algunos instrumentos.

Reiterando mis mas grandes agradecimientos a todas las
personas que hicieron posible mi viaje a Okinawa y a todo el
staff que nos acogio en esa ciudad.
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Quiero agradecer al Gobierno de Okinawa, en
especial al sefior Keiichi Inamine, Gobernador de la
Prefectura de Okinawa y a todos los organizadores
de la gira Juvenil de Estudios delAfio 2003.

Para mi fue una gran experiencia haber ido a
Okinawa, el lugar de mis antepasados.

Me ha gustado mucho la ciudad y sus habitantes,
tiene bellos lugares como el Castillo de Shuri y el
Parque Conmemorativo de la Paz, que muestra en
parte el pasado de Okinawa y la belleza natural que
posee.

Estoy muy contento de haber practicado las
costumbres japonesas y artes tradicionales como el
Karate, baile y artesania.

Ademaés tuve la oportunidad de conocer a jévenes
descendientes de Okinawa que viven en otros paises,
intercambiar ideas con ellos asi como con jovenes
okinawenses.

Me siento feliz de haber conocido a mis familiares y
compartir con ellos.

Esta valiosa experiencia es un verdadero estimulo
para estrechar las relaciones de Okinawa con otras

naciones.

Muchas gracias a todos.
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The Junior Study Tour proved to be a unique
experience that I will never forget. Not only did I get
to travel and see historical places, but I made plenty of
new friends as well. Going into this, I was very
nervous as I had no idea what to expect. But now, not
only do I not have a single regret about participating
in this Junior Study Tour, but I just wish the whole
experience lasted longer!

Upon arrival in Okinawa, my traveling companion,
Ty from Honolulu, and I were greeted by our relatives.
I had a hard time at first because of the language
barrier and the time difference, but eventually my
relatives and I communicated just fine and my body
adjusted to the time difference. I would have to say
that the first couple of days were the roughest. This
was the first time I had to adjust to a whole new
culture and I was not familiar with a lot of their
customs. I was able to pay my respects to the family
shrine and that meant a lot to me. I was also very
fortunate that I was able to stay with different relatives
on some nights of my trip. They were extremely kind
an warm people.




On the second day with my relatives, I was taken to
an event called “rope-pulling” that evolved from the
story of two emperors who were in conflict and they
solved that conflict by having a rope-pulling contest.
In was like stepping back in time because almost

everyone who participated was dressed in full costume.

The rope was so big that you could actually stand on
it! I even got to help pull the rope and I have a piece
of that rope now hanging in my room. My relatives
told me that an event as big as this only happens about
once every ten years, so I was very lucky to arrive at
just the right time. This “rope-pulling” was truly an
amazing experience.

On the next day, I finally got to meet the rest of the
Study Tour group. We had an orientation where we
played games that allowed people to loosen up and
meet one another. Everyone I spoke to was very
friendly and we communicated a lot with smiles and
laughter.

We went to the government building(kencho) the
next day. The design of the building was unique and

we were told that it was the biggest building in the city.

A lot of the art and designs in the building had
symbolic meanings and usually had a story behind it.
My attention was especially caught by the butterflies
hanging from the ceiling. I found out that they were a
symbol for the generations. The view from the 14®
story of this building was like looking out at a huge
postcard.

After this, we went to kokusai dori, the busiest street
in Naha. I thought that this market place was very
interesting because there were so may shops and they
were so close to each other! The shops, I learned, were
very competitive. [ wish that we could have had a bit
more time to go shopping but our itinerary was
packed!

I learned a bit of Okinawan history at the Peace
Prayer Memorial. It was interesting to hear about the
war and all the horrible things that happened during
that time. I remember walking away after the lecture
hoping that war like that never happens again. The
view from the Cornerstone of Peace was beautiful and
just what I needed. Looking out at the ocean in
combination with the sound of the waves crashing on
the rocks gave me a sense of peace and helped me
forget about the tragedies of war that I had just heard.
[ truly felt as if the world came together here.

Our next stop was at the Buddha. It was the biggest
Buddha that I had ever seen and I will remember it
always. It was magnificent! I’m happy that we were

able to contribute to the offerings by making a paper
crane.

The next day we went to Shurijo Castle. Much of the
staff working there, to my surprise, were dressed in
costume. The entrance gate itself was incredible!
Being at this castle gave me a feeling of the old days
and it was like stepping back in time. I especially
remember the throne on which the king sat looking so
intricate.

After Shurijo Castle, we went to the Ryukyu Mura
which as a very interesting place. At Ryukyu Mura,
we painted a picture, a style called bingata. I thought
that this was a very odd style of painting, but our
paintings turned out very well and I now have my
painting I did hanging on the wall in my bedroom.
Whenever I look at it, it brings happy memories.

Prior to the trip to Ryukyu Mura, everyone was given
a choice of either leaning karate, learning how to
dance the Ryukyuan way(buyo), or learning how to
play the sanshin. Even though I wanted to do all of
them, we only got to choose one and I chose the dance.
To my surprise, we were given costumes to wear for
the dance and I had lots of fun dancing with my new
friends. One of the ladies teaching us even put a sake
bottle on top of her head and danced around with the
bottle balanced perfectly on he head!

The next day we hiked in the forests of Yanbaru. This
was a very physically challenging adventure. When
we had finally arrived at Hijiotaki Waterfall, a feeling
of relief washed over me. I rushed through lunch just
to stick my legs in the water and it felt so good! We
visited the Bankokushinryokan after Yanbaru, and
everyone was still very tired from the hike. The view
from one of the ledges was very beautiful and was
said to be the second most beautiful view in Okinawa.

On Friday, we went to the aquarium where we got to
touch some of the sea life and I saw species of fish I
had never seen before. I was stunned at the sight of the
tank in the middle of the aquarium. The tank was
immense and filled with huge manta rays and sharks.
We actually got to go under part of the tank and the
sea life would swim overhead. 1 had never
experienced anything like that before from the
aquarium, we walked to the beach and had time to
swim. It was just what we all needed because it was
hot and humid! I was surprised at how warm the ocean
water was...not at all like here in Hawaii. I had lots of
fun at the campfire that night. We all danced and
played with fireworks. It was a night that [ will long
remember.



The next day we had home stay again. My relatives
had bought me a mini-hanagasa and even a yukata! |
felt like I couldn’t thank them enough. They truly
made my stay in Okinawa a very special time.

The farewell party for the Study Tour group was an
emotional experience. It was amazing how closely we
bonded in such a short amount of time. It was a very
sad feeling leaving one another because it felt like we
had all become brothers and sisters. This night was
filled with memories very dear to me. I made many
good friends and miss them very much already. I have
been e-mailing a lot of them everyday and we really
like to stay in touch with one another.

I want to thank Mrs. Nadine Shimabukuro, our
chaperone from Hawaii to Okinawa and back again.
She made it smooth sailing for Ty and myself all the
way. She was an excellent chaperone and we were
very lucky to have her.

I also want to thank Mrs. Shizuko Akamine and Mrs.
Bonnie Miyashiro, my koto instructors. Mrs. Akamine
told me about the trip and encouraged me to go and
Mrs. Miyashiro did a great deal of the initial
paperwork and making contact with my relatives in
Okinawa that I didn’t even know existed before this
trip!

This trip enabled me to learn more of the Japanese
language and terms. I made friends with boys and girls
from all over the world and even though we all came
from very different backgrounds, it felt like we had
known each other for a long time! Even though we
spoke different languages and came from different
cultures, we blended together very well. Meeting all
these new people gave me a sense of self-confidence
that I didn’t have before the trip.

The Junior Study Tour is an excellent program. It
brings so many diverse people together and we
learned as a group about our shared common heritage
and roots. I especially thank the government of
Okinawa for sponsoring the trip. The educational
aspect was fascinating and yet we had fun at the same
time. My only regret is that it just went by so fast. I
feel I have made many lifelong friends and I know
that we will stay in touch and I hope we continue to

share life experiences with one another. Mahalo.
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July 17th 2003 will live on in my memories as
the day that I embarked on a new adventure.
This was the day that I left for Okinawa, not
sure of what the world had in store for me. As
I stepped on the plane I was filled with
excitement and curiosity as this would be my
first time in another country and 4000 miles
away from my family and friends. However, I
would soon be surprised to see that I had a
place to call home and a family in a place half
way around the world.

Throughout the course of my stay in
Okinawa I learned many things about the
Okinawan culture, made new friendships that
stretched across the world, and even met
relatives that I previously only seen through
pictures. Having the opportunity to
participate in this amazing trip allowed me to
that a typical Hawaii
teenager would normally not have the chance
to do.

One of the primary goals of this trip was to

experience things

learn about the culture of my ancestors, the
Okinawan culture, and I believe I now have a
Visits to the
Peace Prayer and

greater understanding of it.
Shuri Castle, Kencho,
Memorial Park, and many other sites allowed
myself to gain a deeper understanding of
Okinawa than that of any book of video would
allow me too.

Through these sites we were able to learn
first hand of the horrors a war can bring to a
peaceful country and devastate a beautiful
island. At the Peace Memorial Museum the
tragedies of war were shown through pictures
and testimonies of the victims. Even now as I
think about it, it’s hard to imagine the suffering
the people of Okinawa must've gone through.
However, Okinawa truly serves as a symbol of
peace all over the world, because anyone who
visits here will come away with a new
understanding of peace, just as I have.

The Shuri Castle was also a magnificent site
that allowed me to see the cultural heritage of
Okinawa, and how my ancestors’ world may
The site of the Shuri Castle was
impressive, because I have never witnessed

have been.

that type of architecture on such a massive
scale in Hawaii. Learning about the Ryukyu
kingdom was also an eye opener, because I
never realized how vast the kingdom was at
On the other hand it was sad

learning about how the castle was destroyed

one time.

four times, but it also showed the resiliency of
the country as it was rebuilt each time.

We also had the chance to participate in one
of the performing arts, and I choose to do
karate. I had never before had the chance to
do take part in this and it was a lot of fun. At
first it was a little scary since we had to
perform in front of an audience, but we soon
were having so much fun we completely forgot
about them, and we were in a world of our own.
It may not have been the most graceful or
difficult performance, but we had a great time.

One of the benefits of going to Okinawa was
the opportunity to see family I've never seen
before, this really got me excited. I have to
admit I was a bit scared when I first met them
at the airport, but any worries that I had, were
soon gone when I was greeted with open arms.
It was quite an overwhelming experience,
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because we were always doing something as a
family trying to make the best of the few days
we had with each other. From visiting their
home towns giant tug of war to seeing the
Nakijin Castle remains, each day was packed
with things to do. With each passing day we
really became family, and it was sad having to
say goodbye to everyone.

Although there were many things I enjoyed
about this trip, the most surprising and best
part was the new friends that I have made.
Never in my wildest dreams did I expect that at
the end of the tour I would come out with
friends that expanded across the globe. It was
quite amazing how everyone was able to get
along so well considering the different
backgrounds we came from. However, we all
found some common interest and from that we
built our friendships.

The last three days of the tour and the
Pension Carolina, were crazy to say the least.
Each night we would share stories with one
other, play some games, and have a few laughs
in the process. I think most of us only got a
couple hours of sleep the last few days, but
adrenalin kept us going. The great thing
about meeting people from around the world
was learning about cultures of the countries
they live in. Although the focus of this trip
was to learn about the Okinawan culture, I also
had the opportunity to learn a little about other
countries from the stories that each participant
in the tour told me. Although we only shared
one week together, I will never forget the good
times we had together and remember them for
the rest of my life.

Finally, there are also a few people 1
would like to thank for making this the most
memorable trip I ever had the opportunity to be
a part of. First of all, my chaperone Nadine
Shimabukuro, who was clearly an asset to the
Junior Study Tour. She clearly demonstrated
her knowledge and understanding of the
Okinawan culture by sharing information with
all the students. Being a travel agent, she
also took care of any paperwork that customs
would need. In my opinion she was the best
chaperone anyone could have. Next, all of the
staff members that organized the tour and
made every second of the trip the best it could

be. Without you none of this would have been
possible and I appreciate all the hard work you
put into planning this tour. Finally, I want to
say thank you to the Okinawan Government for
allowing the Junior Study Tour to take place.
I hope you continue these tours in the future,
because they are definitely worth it.

My experiences in Okinawa have
allowed me to gain a deeper understanding of
not only the Okinawan culture, but also the
common bond people from around the world
share. This trip has taught me to appreciate
my heritage and given me memories to last a
lifetime. In the end, although we come from
different places and cultures, there will always
be another place that we can cal our ancestral

home . .. Okinawa.
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Okinawa Experience

Before I left for this Junior Study Tour, I was a
bit hesitant to go because it would be so hot and
humid, and plus the idea of traveling around
Okinawa with complete strangers wasn’t very
comforting. But after I arrived and was greeted
by my Aunt Judy and other Ken-jinnkai
members I was a bit more confident about the
trip. I have never experienced a weather like
Okinawa’s. As I stepped outside it felt like a
never ending Sauna. I spent the first two days
with my aunt at the beach and the second night
I went to an Omatsuri with my Uncle’s friend’s
daughter Mina. It was very exciting experience
since I had not been to one in many years. Soon
Monday had come along and was time for me to
meet my fellow tour members that I would be
traveling with for the next five days. It turned
out that it was not as bad as I thought and
made friends very quickly. That night we had a
welcoming party hosted by a high school that
would be participating with us on the tour. We
played games and learned dances to get more
comfortable and acquainted. Over the next five
days I visited places such as the Kokusai road,
Okinawa’s prefectural government, the Peace
prayer and memorial park, Shurijo Castle, the
Aquarium, Yanbaru, and Ryukyu Village. The
aquarium is supposedly one of the biggest
aquariums built, and the ocean was beautiful.
It had white sand and water was clear sky blue.
I also learned how to dance Buyo at the Ryukyu
Village. As our tour ended, we were driven back
to our host families to spend more time with
them and then the following night was our
farewell party. The farewell party was so
exciting and fun but at the same time it broke
all of our hearts w because this day was the day
that we would have to say farewell to the
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people that we had gotten so close to over the
past fie days. We all cried, took pictures with
everyone, and finally said our goodbyes and left
for home. I never would have thought that I
would get so close to so many people in just five
days. But I am so glad and thankful that I had
been given this opportunity to meet such
wonderful people and spend a wonderful five
days with them and another 4days with my
Aunt’s family.
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During my stay in Okinawa I learned
many things about the culture and how
different events in Okinawa’s history have

One of the
first places that we visited while in Okinawa

affected its present day culture.
was Naha city. When we started our tour
through the city I noticed that even though
Okinawa was a smaller place than Washington
the streets and the cities were much smaller
While walking
through Naha city we stopped at an old pottery
These kilns that
we saw were some of the only ancient kilns that

and much more crowded.
kiln that was used long ago.

remained from ancient times and they were
also used to create certain kinds of pottery.
After we left Naha city we headed for
the Peace Prayer and Memorial Park which
was a huge memorial to remember the things
that happened in World War II. While looking
through the memorial I learned that during the
war people had to take shelter in caves that
usually had ashes from someone’s ancestors in
There
were also many pictures of injured people and

them just so that they could stay alive.

what the people living in that time had to face,
such as disease, famine, and even being killed
by their own kind. In the memorial there
were stories that told of different events seen
through the eyes of some of the survivors told
through their diary entries. During World
War II the Japanese would kill people from
Okinawa just because they spoke in a different
dialect from the soldiers; Okinawan people
were killed not only by the Americans but more

by the Japanese soldiers than anyone else.

At the memorial we saw many smaller
memorials composed of large rock formations
honoring certain people from World War II, we
also saw the names of many people that had
died during the war on a large wall of stone
which stretched across most of the memorial.
The next day we headed for Shurijo
Castle an ancient castle that was built by the
Okinawan people but in a more Chinese style of
architecture. On site of Shurijo there was a
small area enclosed by walls to preserve it; that
area was a sacred place and people would come
and pray in front of it. In Shurijo there is only
one building that is built in the Japanese style
of architecture all the rest are built in a
During World War II most of

the buildings inside the castle were destroyed

Chinese style.

by bombings and have recently been restored.
Most of the original architecture no longer
exists there. The center of Shurijo was a large
open area in which festivals and other special
occasions would be held, and the emperor or
king would sit on his throne and look through a
window directly in front of the throne and
When most

of the castle was destroyed during World War I1

observe the festivities from inside.

soldiers came in and raided the castle and one
soldier ended up taking the king/emperor’s
crown, and even though the government knows
who has the crown they haven’t been able to
contact him and make him return the crown to
Shurijo.

After leaving Shurijo we headed for the
Ryukyuan Theatre where we took a tour
On the tour the first thing
we saw was a wall with all of the different

around the area.

species of fish known to exist in Okinawa, and
after that was saw some of the boats that the
Okinawan fisherman used in older times.
Leaving the boats we came to a small village
which was still standing from previous times
and there were small shops setup where people
would craft items and make food the old
fashioned way by hand instead of using a
machine.

Upon the completion of our tour, we
were given a demonstration of karate. The
people that came to teach us karate showed us
some different kinds of weapons and how to use
them. Once their demonstration was complete,
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my group began practicing karate with one of
the students of the main teacher. He taught
us one of the different kinds of karate that they
had performed for us earlier and he also
showed us what to do if someone tried to punch
you or grab you. When each of our groups
were finished practicing the “area” we chose
the study group participated
performance

The next day we headed to the Yanbaru
rain forest to go on an ecology tour. We

in a small

learned about a lot of the different animals that
lived in the forest, one of them was a type of
spider only native to Okinawa; that spider is
much larger than anything I have ever seen but
is skinnier legged than I would expect with
such a large body. We also learned some
things about the plant life, there is a plant
there that looks like a giant pea pod and when
it dries out some people use the seeds inside of
the pod to create necklaces and other types of
jewelry. At the end of our tour through the
forest we came to a waterfall, where everyone
decided to take a break and stay there for a
while. A lot of people decided to take pictures
of the waterfall because the view of the
waterfall from the rocks below was incredible
and there was a small rainbow that stretched
across the bottom of it. After everyone had
finished resting at the waterfall we headed to
the Nago pineapple park. There we saw many
different kinds of pineapples and also every
kind of product that could possibly be made
from pineapples, which included everything
from juices to pastries.

For our last tour day we headed to an

aquarium that exhibited many different species

of fish that were mainly native only to Okinawa.

In one of the largest tanks in the aquarium
there were two huge whale-sharks swimming
slowly around the tank along with a few Manta
rays and other fish.

Before visiting Okinawa, I expected it to
be hot and humid because everyone had
warned me about the climate, but when I
there hot
understatement. In

and humid was an
Washington the
temperature would always drop at least 10
degrees at night, but in Okinawa both the
temperature and humidity would barely budge.

arrived

Even at 10:30pm it was about 85 degrees
outside and felt like a mist was surrounding me
the whole time. Even after staying there for
10 days I still don’t think I ever completely
acclimated to the weather. I had also expected
Okinawa to be covered in small cities without a
lot of buildings and without a lot of traffic just
from what I had heard. But when I arrived
there it was the complete opposite, once we got
out of the parking lot to the airport all I saw
were crowded streets and a ton of cars
considering it was late at night. Washington’s
cities are crowded but it is nowhere in
comparison to the cities of Okinawa. I was
amazed at how small the streets were and how
closely they placed buildings in such small
areas.

In the end during my visit to Okinawa
I found out that even though many of the
neighboring countries are adopting American
traditions and lifestyles, Okinawa has been
able to retain and hold its own unique culture
I think that that is wonderful

and it makes me very proud of my heritage. 1

and lifestyle.

would like to sincerely thank everyone who

helped in the organization of this year’s Junior
Study Tour.
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Thank you for the opportunity to tell you of my wonderful
experience in Okinawa, where I made friends from all over
the world and had the chance to meet family I never met
before.

In Okinawa I leamed of the prefectual govemment, the past
and present culture of the people and land, spentsometime in
the Peace Prayer and Memorial Park, and found out things I
never knew about myself. I also experienced true friendships,
loyalty, trust, and maybe even a crush.

Through out the entire trip, the Junior Study Tour of 2003
was followed closely by a film crew that captured every



serious and hilarious moment that the students may have
encountered.

Although the trip was unforgettable, to me, the number one
memory was when the students had maybe two hours to
learn either sanshin, the traditional Ryukyu dance, or karate.
chose KARATE! We had to perform in front of an audience
while they ate their meal. Even though most of the students,
especially me, messed up it made the whole experience even
better.

Most of the students from other countries are used to big
cities with scarce trees, but Okinawa is a vast green slate
with beautiful nature. To see the beautiful scenery the
students took an ecology tour to the Hijiotaki Waterfalls
where we were allowed to jump in and cool off. The heat
was intense and not everyone was used to the humidity.
Halfway through the hike I ended up passing out and then
tripped over the biggest rock in the pathway. When I finally
reached the waterfall, I gladly swam around for a good hour.

The very next day was the beach! I was so excited that I
made a song up while we were on the bus ride. I sang it to
my friends Colin, Katie, Ty and Oliver from the trip and they
begged me to spare you! First we went to the aquarium and
to a dolphin show. The beach was beautiful and very sunny
out. There was much you could do like swimming, tanning,
knocking over each others sandcastles or playing volleyball.
I swam, tanned, played volleyball and of course got hurt in a
collision and had a very nice patch of sunbumn. That night at
the Pension Carolina my wonderful friends made sure I got a
nice smack on the back!

From beginning to end I found out a lot about myself. I
leamed that I have a strong personality, I’'m a leader, and that
I’'m old enough to know the diffierence between right and
wrong. | leamed from others that I am a beautiful person
inside and out and can be happy giving and not receiving
anything in retumn.

On this trip I made many friends that I'm still in contact with
today. On this trip I experienced so many things that I
wouldn’t have been able to experience if it wasn’t for
Teiko-san, Hideko-san, Tomoo-san, my Oba-chan and Ogi
Yuki and Robert Stocketta, and my mother and father who
prepared me for my great trip.

This trip brought many countries from all over the world
together and for once this year, we forgot about all the hatred
and war going on around us. I believe that everyone should
experience this feeling because all the peacefulness on this
trip would surpass any hatred or anger. On this trip I had so
many great moments with new friends that could never be
captured by a picture or film, but could always be replayed
in my mind. I had so much fun that I’'m planning on going
back to Okinawa again with the same friends in five years
from now. I can only wish that others have a chance to

experience the Junior Study Tour of years to come.
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A couple months during school before the summer was to
begin, I would have been looking forward to the same old
summer. A summer filled with friends, my band and a
baseball season to finish. But recent accidents in sport
related injuries have led me to realize that I would not be
able to be apart of those events during this summer.
Depressed by the fact that I would not be doing anything this
summer my mother received a call from the local Okinawa
club in my city. Surprised by the fact that I have not been
to Japan in 6years, I knew that this trip would be a memory
that I would never forget. Not only because of the
Okinawa culture would I learn, but the friends that I would

make from all over the world.

Before I had even set foot on the plane itself, I knew that it
would be a long flight to my destination. But after the totaled
15 hour flight I realized that the long hours had been worth it.
The warm humid air that I first breathed in made me feel like
when [ was a kid.  Although it had been near night time, it
had still been very hot. Even though the constant sweating
and humid air, I felt as though I were in heaven it felt like my
real home.

The first day had been the most nerve racking for me, I knew
that I would be meeting people my age from different
countries but making new friends is always hard. As I
stepped into the room filled with people, I realized that it
would be no diffierent than your first day at school. The
only thing holding me back was the whole language barrier.
Then I remembered that I would not be the only one that
would not be speaking a lot of Japanese. 1 first began to
talk to kids from America then as the day moved on I broke
out from my shy shell and tried to strike a conversation in
Japanese with the knowledge that I knew. . This to me
had became interesting because, with the examples of
playing games from the first few days with Okinawa
students. It had not yet occurred to me that a game that the
Japanese students taught to me “chun chun”, was in fact a
very good way of communicating to everyone else. Not
only did it create us to have something else in common but
also a way to have fun with each other. >From then on the
friendships just kept developing, not only with the same kids
every day but starting new conversations with others.

As we settled into our hotel rooms and had dinner, the night
was filled with fun games and dances to make us feel more
welcome. All of the students and staff had been so friendly
and helpful that is was difficult not to have fun. As the
night fun had settled down and we headed back to our rooms,
I sat in my bed thinking of the days I had ahead of me, and




what an experience it was going to be. From the first day
on we had visited many extremely interesting sites; I never
knew that a place like Okinawa would have so many
interesting places to visit. Not to mention all of the
historical sites that we had gone to visit. Leaming about
my Okinawa heritage and my native land had been so
interesting and I leamed a lot more than I thought I would

have.

Sadly I had come to realize that I could not speak my native
language very well, but only understand what was being said.
But with that I tried my hardest to leamm more of the language
and used it often to my other friends. Not only that but I
also influenced them to use the English that they have been
All of
the students had previously leamed the English language

leaming, so that maybe I could throw in a few tips.

prior to the tour, so I found it very interesting to see how they
would do. I soon found out that all of them had spoken
English very well and they could understand it if explained
With their eagemess to speak more English it had

encouraged me to speak my mind more often. Not only

slowly.

did it help me improve my Japanese but my self confidence
to speak more often in my native tongue and use it as often
as I could.

Through out the week we had visited many sites such as
where the G8 summit had been held, the giant aquarium
expo, the Shuri Castle and the Nature hike. Out of all of the
sites visited, I had felt that the cultural lessons leamed at the
Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum had been the
most interesting. It had taught me well about Okinawa’s past
and the war that was fought to obtain right over the land.
Now knowing of the hardships that the Okinawa Citizens
have been through that war, I am even more proud to be part
of an Okinawa heritage. [ had also thought that Bhudda
that we had visited made of lacquered wood was very
extraordinary. It beards a very sad story of a man who built
it and why he did it.
put anything to your mind you can eventually achieve it.

This had made me realize that if you

With the many activities that I had been involved in, I
thought that the Bingata painting had been the most
It had taught me of the original ways that the
creators had done it in the past.

intriguing.
I was also lucky enough to
Another activity such
as the Nature hike to the water fall was another amazing

take my piece of art home with me.
experience. Trekking on and on up and down up and down
In the end the site of the waterfall
had been beautiful along with the much natural vegetation
I leamed a lot about the

was quite the work out.

that had been viewed on the way.

plants that had helped many soldiers in the war for food and
other uses.

Although I had visited Okinawa before, I can honestly say
that this is the one trip out of all of them that I will remember
the most. For when I had visited long ago I had only been
around 9 years old, this experience will last in my mind
forever, with the many friends that I have met throughout
this trip.  Not only that but all of the sites that we had gone
and visited, all of the information that I had taken in and how
I found it
most interesting that no matter how bad the circumstances
were in the battle for Okinawa the Okinawa people still
proceeded to fight for their land. Even though in the end
they were defeeated the thought that they fought and fought
just for their pride, makes me proud to be who I am.

I realized to be more proud of where I am from.

As the tour was coming to an end with sayonara party, many
thoughts and emotions had been going through everyone’s
minds and hearts. During this trip everyone had created
such a deep bonds with one another. Even though it had
been such a short time to get to know each other, it had felt
as though we had been friends for years. Not knowing
much about them, [ still had felt a strong bond between us all.
Maybe it had been because we had so much in common
together but we just did not know it. It had been a very sad
moment realizing that I may never see the friends that I have
met in Okinawa ever again, and I think that everyone else

knew it as well as the cameras flashed to hold the memories.

It has now been just about one week since I have got back
from the junior study tour, but the memories in my mind are
still there as if they just happened. 1 still remember the first
day in which I had arrived to smiling faces, to the bonfire at
night in which we all danced together. I will not forget one
moment of this trip and it will always have an impact on my
outlook of people and history itself. Not only of the
Okinawa heritage and culture but the lessons of life leamed
from its experiences. I would like to thank the Okinawa
Govemment for allowing me to be involved with the Junior
Study Tour of 2003.

me and I hope to fulfill my knowledge to the generations to

It has been an amazing experience for
come. Iwouldalso like to thank all of the volunteers on the
tour; they had made it fun and a very comfortable leaming
environment. One day again I will retum to my home land,

the land of beauty and the land that I love.
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" A one of a kind Adventure"

Being one of the "chosen-few" for being a
participant of the Junior Study Tour 2003 is in fact an
honor and a great pleasure representing my country,
having the privilege of visiting the homeland of my
beloved grandmother, and experience one of a kind
adventure.

At first, honestly, i was never that excited a few
months back before the real event. Until it was July 18,
the arrival date, a few minutes before landing at the
Naha Airport. Then i realized that i wasn't dreaming.
Seeing the wonderful ocean and fantastic island, and
stepping for my first stand at Okinawa was totally a
fairy tale come true!

A heart-warming Philippine flag and a Junior
Study Tour 2003 banner together with the staffs
welcomed us with their extreme smiles. I never
expected that my relatives will also welcome me in
the airport. I was so overwhelmed and touched when I
saw them. It was actually a mixed emotion I felt,
remembering back all of the loving memories of my
Okinawan grandmother, Fumiko Majikina. I don't
know if I was excited or I want to cry with that event.
They even prepared a welcome party for me with the
whole Majikina family when the evening came. No
exact words could express what I really felt to meet
and gather them all for a night.

July 21 (Monday)

The Genesis (beginning) had now come! It was
1:00 in the afternoon when all of the participants
gathered, met each other, and held an orientation at
the Okinawa International Exchange and Human
Resources Development (OIHF). After that, we went
to Hotel Sen-in Kaikan where we will be staying for
two nights with our designated roommates. When it
was already 5:30, we had our interchange program
and welcome party at 7:00 in the evening, where
Trisha and I performed a Philippine Folk Dance
entitled "Leron Leron Sinta" especially for all the
participants. We were so overwhelmed by all of their
applause and their picture taking with us wearing our
Filipiniana costume. It was so fun! Then 10:00 in the
evening came for the bed time.



July 22 (Tuesday)

As a daily routine, we woke as early as 7:00 in
the morning and have our breakfast 30 minutes after.
We left the hotel at exactly 8:30 to visit the Okinawa
Prefectural Government (Kencho). We had
a brief orientation there where we learned a lot of
things about our second homeland, Okinawa. After
that, we went to Kokusai-dori, where you can see lots
of "yasui" stores to do some window shopping.

Then have our lunch at 1:00. At 3:00 in the afternoon,
we went to Peace Prayer and Memorial Park. We had
some briefing there by the stafts of the Peace
Memorial Museum, watched a video clippings, and
tour of the Cornerstone of Peace (Heiwa no Ishiji) and
in Peace Prayer and Memorial Hall where we made
some Origami. We went back to the hotel again, have
our dinner at 7:00, then did some recreation before
bed time.

July 23 (Wednesday)

What a great day to start with a smile! Because,
it's Patricia Regina's tanjobi! We were so excited
celebrating her birthday at the Shurijou Castle, where
we had a little knowledge about the kings of the
Ryukyu Dynasty, many centuries have passed by.
Then we went to Ryukyu Mura, where we learned
Okinawan Traditional Arts. We had a class there
where we will be choosing one from Sanshin, Buyo,
or Karate. I chose Buyo, an Okinawan Dance.

Then each of the class performed on stage.

This time, we went home to a different hotel, at
Pension Carolina, where we will be staying for three
nights with new sets of roommates. After having our
dinner, we had a little surprise party for the birthday
girl, Trisha. It was truly a surprise because it was the
only two of us who didn't know about the surprise
party. Trisha was very happy even though she wasn't
able to celebrate it with her family. But it was worth it,
because all of us were able to fulfill the missing space
she had felt. So it was still fun!

July 24 (Thursday)

Here we go...the most tiring day of the activities.
At 10:00 in the morning, we went to Yanbaru Ecology
Tour. There we have an orientation first then have our
longest walk to reach the beautiful Hijiotaki
Waterfalls. It was the first time I had climb a forest,
ever! I swear, I felt like I can't afford to stand and
walk for a month. But still, it was exciting though.

Then we went to Bankokushinryokan where the G8
Summit was held last year. It was very relaxing place
surrounded by the harmonious sunset and invigorating
blue-green ocean. We went back again to the lodge
and just rest, rest, and rest for the whole night.

July 25 (Friday)

What a tiring morning! But still we're so excited
for the last activity. We went to Ocean Expo Park, the
second most largest aquarium in the world, where we
handed a real starfish, saw different marine resources
of Okinawa and witnessed an exciting dolphin show.
After that, we had a recreation at the beach, where
some of us spent a very hot and sticky swimming
moment with each other. Then we dropped by the
Pineapple Park before going back at the lodge. We
had our unique last supper in a barbeque theme. Then
have our campfire after where we had lots of games
and danced. Before night ended, Trisha and I gave
some piece of memorabilia to all of the participants as
a token of "Thank You" for all of them. Some of us
spent the night full of fun with their close friends until
3:00 dawn.

July 26 (Saturday)

Lack of sleep. But still gotta move for the fun is
all over and we will be parting different ways now.
We left the lodge wearing two-mask: a 'smile' and a
'sad' face. Quite teary, at the same time glad. But we
never loss hope, for there is till yet the Farewell Party
we've been waiting for.

July 27 (Sunday)

Holding back our breathe, we still went at
Miyako Hotel to have our Farewell Party together
with our families. Governor Keiichi Inamine hand us
our certificates respectfully. Then a sneak preview of
our enjoying experiences was shown to the visitors.
Once again, Trisha and I danced the "Leron Leron
Sinta" (the same dance we performed at the welcome
party), where everybody did really appreciate and
loved our performance.

Until the saddest fear did not escaped the fact. the
time when we have to split out the most unwanted
word, not goodbye, but "Farewell". For we believed
that we'll still be meeting each other. We don't know
exactly when and where, but we'll always be looking
forward for it! Most of us cry and couldn't hide their
feelings of longing for each other inside. But as we
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always say: "Keep in Touch!". Well, neither do I
couldn't hide the words I can not keep to myself: "I'll
surely miss them all!"

July 28 (Monday)

The finale scene is now on air... I thought I was
so excited coming back home to my real family in the
Philippines. But then, I felt like there was something
holding me back, and I felt like saying: "Can I extend
my stay here in Okinawa?". For I realized that the
place has now a space in my heart, it now became a
special part of me. I've already loved the fantastic
island of Okinawa.

Few minutes before the departure time, we spent
our last precious laughs, smiles, and exchange of
Thank You's to each other... Until we have to hug and
kiss them now for the last time and say again the word
"Farewell". As I walk inside and leave them, I couldn't

control what I really felt inside. it really made me cry...

Then again I said to myself the words I cannot keep
inside of me: "I'LL SURELY MISS THEM
ALL!!!".."T'll be coming back here again and once
meet you all someday!”. then smiled, waving to them
for the last time...

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

[ would like to send my sincere "Thank You" to
all the following people who now became a special
part of me and who made all of these possible:

e Majikina Family (Nobuko, Miyuki, Akiko,
Kimiko, Genichi, etc.)

e  Gov. Keiichi Inamine of Okinawa Pref. Govt.

e  Staff and crew of Junior Study Tour 2003

e  Mr. and Mrs. Munetaka Hirakawa

e Philippine Okinawan Society

e all the participants of the Junior Study Tour
2003

"THANK YOU SO MUCH" for everytihng!
Truly, it's from the bottom of my heart... Domo

Arigato Gozaimasu!!!!....
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DISCOVERING OKINAWA IN TEN DAYS

I have always been fascinated by the fact that I am
part Japanese. My paternal grandmother and my
dad were both born in Okinawa. Many questions
keep nagging my mind. How does Okinawa look
like? Is it like the Philippines? I dream of
discovering the place that Grandma and Papa used
to call home.

The answers started to come on July 18, 9 am when
I left for Okinawa on board Philippine Airlines
together with my co-delegate, Micko Llego and our
chaperone, Tita Cora Acerden. After a brief
stop-over at Fukuoka we touched down at the Naha
airport at 4:05 pm. Here, we had our first taste of
Japanese hospitality. The tour organizers and staff
plus our host families were at the airport to
welcome us. Micko had a surprise of her life when
she met for the first time her paternal relatives, the
Majikinas. We felt like “superstars” upon seeing a
TV crew and some photographers taping our arrival
on the land of our ancestors.

Our homestay was spent with either the Majikina
or Hirakawa families. Our host families were very
accommodating and spent so much time in bringing
us to Kokusai dori, Jusco and Ryubo malls, Naha
beach, a sticker factory and to the night flea
markets for some shopping. They also made sure
that we tried different varieties of Japanese food
and delicacies. Mr. Mekaru Taishin and his mom
went out of their way to bring us to Mihama for a
sumptuous lunch and a ride on the giant Ferris
wheel. On that clear sunny day, we had a
magnificent view of Naha City.

When I met the other participants for the first time
at the orientation, I had my apprehensions. Will 1
gain new friends? How do can we communicate
with each other? Will I survive one week of hectic
activities? What'’s in store for us?

Everyday was a learning experience. With each
activity, there was something new to discover and
explore. A visit to the Peace Memorial Museum

reminds everyone of the ill effects and destruction
caused by wars. The Flame of Peace justifies man’s
quest for lasting peace. The Yambaru ecology tour,
though exhausting, gave us a glimpse of Okinawa’s
rich flora and fauna. The sight of the Hiji waterfalls
is a welcome reward to an hourlong trek through
bridges, never-ending stairs, rocks and stones
covered with ferns and moss. At the Ocean Park
aquarium, I felt so close to the underwater
creatures like the whale sharks, the schools of fishes,
corals, manta rays and other forms of marine life I
have never seen before. The trip to the Nago
pineapple park allowed us to taste the different
delicacies made from pineapple. Moreso, the visit to
Nago is for me a sentimental journey because this is
where my Papa was born.

I am glad that Micko and I prepared and practiced
a Philippine dance as our contribution to the
program. Dressed in our native costumes. We
performed at the welcome party at Hotel Senin
Kaikan. During a visit to the Ryukyu Mura where
we learned the basics of the Buyo dance, a television
crew interviewed us. We were asked to compare
Philippine folk dances and Okinawan dance steps.
We responded by showing them a few steps of a
Philippine dance. At the farewell party at Miyako
Hotel, we enthusiastically danced again as the
Majikinas and Hirakawas, together with other
homestay hosts, were special guests in the party.
That night, we happily gave away to two of our
delegate-friends our native costumes for them to
remember us by.

July 23" was a very memorable day for me. It was
my 17t birthday and my first time to celebrate it
away from home. It gives me a different high that I
am celebrating it by wvisiting the Shuriju castle
where kings of the Ryukyu Dynasty held important
events many years ago. At the Ryukyu Mura, I
gifted myself with a rare treat. I rented a beautiful
yellow Ryukyuan kimono and had my picture taken.
This photograph will constantly remind me of the
time I first came to the land of my ancestors.

Later that evening, after dinner, the tour organizers
and participants made sure this day would be
unforgettable for me. Accompanied by the sounds of
drums, my new-found family sang Happy Birthday
as I blew my cake. People I have met only two days



ago gave me gifts! It felt like being at home only
with a different family.

My stay in Okinawa is an awakening trip. Okinawa
is very much like the Philippines with its rich
cultural heritage, warm weather, pineapple farms,
flea markets, malls, extensive shoreline and the
genuine hospitality of its people. In spite of the
language barrier, I made a lot of friends and gained
a deeper insight on the different cultures of the
delegates. I am awed at the similarities and
differences of the traditions and culture of people
around the world.

For ten wonderful days of discovering Okinawa, I
would like to thank the Okinawan Government, the
tour organizers, staff and volunteers, the Philippine
Okinawan Society and my school, De la Salle
University, for allowing me to participate in this
exchange program. To the Majikina and the
Hirakawa families, their
unmatched hospitality and generosity. To Tita Cora

my gratitude for

for being a second mom while I am away from home.
And to Micko for being more than a friend.

T have many fond memories of my ten-day sojourn to
Okinawa. Someday, I wish to go back to rekindle ties and
to add to my experiences. But for now, I can proudly say I
have started to trace my roots.
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MARAVILLOSO JUNIOR STUDY TOURS

Antes de empezar quisiera contarles en forma breve
parte de mi historia.

Mis abuelos Tarukichi Azama y Matsu Azama siempre
tuvieron la idea de que Japon NO PERDIO LA
GUERRA. Entonces luego de permanecer como
DEKASEGUI durante 36 afios en Perti decidieron
regresar a su TIERRA NATAL llevandolos junto a
ellos a toda la familia (mis padres, a mi y a mis 3
hermanos).

El 5 de Julio de 1962 llegamos a Okinawa 3 dias
antes de mi cumpleafios y un TIFON me cantd el
HAPPY BIRTHDAY déandonos una tremenda
RECEPCION con TRUENOS, VIENTOS
HURACANADOS, una LLUVIA TORRENCIAL y la
CASA SE MOVIA. Fue una experiencia totalmente
nueva para mi y encima Okinawa se encontraba bajo
la Administraciéon de los EEUU.

Al comienzo viviamos en la ciudad de NAHA e iba a
la escuela TOMARI cursando el 5° de Primaria, y al
aflo siguiente nos mudamos a KOZA y terminé el 6°
en la escuela CHATAN,

Luego de permanecer 1 afio y 8 meses, el 29 de
Febrero de 1964 regresamos al Peru entonces tenia
14 afios.

Volvi a Okinawa el 18 de julio de 2003 a las 9:30pm
luego de 39 afios y mi primera sorpresa fue ver el
aeropuerto de NAHA completamente diferente y
moderno, pensé estar en el aeropuerto de LA o de
MAIAMI. La verdad es que me senti como
URASHIMATARO (personaje de un cuento Japonés)
0 como un provinciano que por primera vez llega a la
capital, estaba como atontado por un momento,
reaccioné rapidamente y junto con las dos nifias Maria
Gabriela Tokeshi y Daniela Nakamoto fuimos al
encuentro con los familiares, amistades y los STAFFS
del JST, estabamos tan emocionados que hasta el
cansancio del viaje se habia desvanecido por
completo.

Me hospedé en la casa de mi tio Kiei Nakasone.

El dia siguiente a las 5:30am las CIGARRAS
(insecto de verano) empezaron a cantar al unisono
diciéndome ;BUENOS DIAS! lo que me despertd y
entonces levantdndome de la cama dije | hey estoy en
OKINAWA!, Desde ese dia y durante todo el TOUR
me levantaba a las 5:30am. Por este motivo creo que
he causado algunas molestias a mis compafieros de
cuarto por lo que les pido las disculpas del caso.

El programa del JST se inici6 tal como lo previsto el
dialunes 21 a la Ipm.
Luego de hacer las coordinaciones en la OIHF fuimos
a nuestro lugar de hospedaje, el SEN-IN KAIKAN.
Alli, los jovenes voluntarios del SHOGAKU KOKO
REALIZARON
(DINAMICAS) con las cuales lograron integrar a los

actividades recreativas
jovenes del JST como si se conocieran desde siempre.
Esto se repitid tanto en el ltimo dia del TOUR como
SAYONARA PARY, todos fueron
magnificamente logrados.

en el

Desde éstas lineas mi mas sincero agradecimiento a
estos jovenes voluntarios.

Durante el TOUR fuimos a saludar al Prefecto de
Okinawa, visitamos la Gobernacion, el Castillo de
Shuri, la Aldea Ryu Kyu, la Cascada de Hiji, hicimos
Eco-Turismo por las montafias de Yambaru, fuimos al
Acuario (Segundo mas grande del mundo), y
finalmente a la Playa jQué hermosa playa!

En el JST logré muchas amistades. Aprovecho para
saludar a todos los Tutores del JST 2003 vy
agradecerles por su amistad.

Antes de terminar quisiera preguntarles a las personas
mayores que estd leyendo ésta composicion, si es que
alguna vez en su vida ;No pensaron volver a ser
ADOLECENTE?, Pues yo si, de modo que los dias en
que estuve junto con los jovenes del JST me diverti
tremendamente, claro estd que cada vez que me daba
cuenta volvia a mi situacion de Tutor y asi
sucesivamente, con lo que les quiero decir que la
pasé muy bien.

Aprovecho la oportunidad para felicitar y agradecer a
la 6 las personas que tuvieron la feliz idea de crear el
JST, asi mismo a los que apoyan y colaboran con esta
magnifica organizacion, mi mas profundo respeto.

Un agradecimiento muy especial a mis tios Kiei y
Suzuko de Nakasone por darme hospedaje, al sefior
Mitsuhiro Akamine Presidente de la Asoc.
Okinawense del Peri y a su Junta Directiva por
haberme designado como Tutor, y por ultimo a mis
Padres, mis hermanos, a mi querida esposa y a mis
hijos por todo el apoyo que me brindaron para ahora
poder decir MISION CUMPLIDA!.

Juan Yoshikatsu Azama Heshiki

Nikkei Peruano de Tercera Generacion

Secretario de Organizacion de la Asoc. Okinawense
del Peru

Presidente de Peru Kitanakagusuku Sonnjinkai



Fa aaa

tt% Ykm l},.z'l. ¥ \_,}\’
L ™y
AU ET  Bolivia [ & '/
AU ET RS s

W

Vam T RETFT 4=V T —DF|RLLT

R+ AFEERRRRERDO YV 2 =T AZT A=Y T —~BMTH5EVEZANESIEL THBE
FTITLER DT, EEEVOLEThoT, BEY L X7 NV RFETHENLTL 2EENLEE -
7es

FRETEFIZRDDOTIHRVD, BXIVUIARLZRBOVNREDL IV 2572,

HEOK:, ZMLEZOFOREIX., [RROKERIBTT, LTEFIENTEIT) ERWVWTHEHEN
7= DOBENRBITZ -7,

PR aDEETT AL F OV a=T AN, T77VANOMANEEHR,. FEBY OE THE
~HF, KEANSPBEHE~Y LA EZFH L, EHEREENBOZEND 22O TE THLARE
XERKL D,

b LEFIZRD G, ZIPHEEOFEERRELEWVE ZATHD, FHLEMBEWVIEY 25, A
M HZWVETTRIZA DTS, WBITEX ORITHA~E SRRy L LD b o7,

BANOMRBREZEZIES &, WEWEEE» B 27, Vo270 AxmiEH T, T TIC=HEEM L BRB
LTV, BEBSELIIHERORGRIARY 7. ~b—. T30, TAPBLFL . —fagins k<
BT b DIEEDL LKL LTz, BOOHERITIEE TRNOWZH6RY E7 TEFEL TV =0T,
UMD KATZHIZE TOLRVKEREBRZWNWETNTWZDEAH LEBRLTWSH L, RITHITINEZ
BRA~FREL -,

EOWBIIMDTT, L THERIK LT,

AV T =2 a3 VIEEOY 2=T ROSIEREOB BN LIEE - 77,

AL UFE, RNV RANEE, BFE. BARGE, vFF—7F, FANBEERLZAY, FEOY 2=70
AARZEOZ LESICHLWEWR L, VFF—0F 2@V 2=7130 00k 57, BARFBEOKRYS
DL bl FHRIZIE Lo L BRFBORDSEEZ, INEENG L - L FITHDHLEHEEE T,

FarRNTEITHIUL, BR, MBOSULERAESI M ZENTE HONKRE2FE,. BEEK
U7,

HA—TF 4 =TI, FEHINPTEWSRONWTE T, ZANKRYOEBERRICEZ 2,

ke REF

FPMRBET L MBEEORBGHM, BRITOREfffxr & LI-BEMERNDDLLEVFF—Fa b L
TLESE L AL D7, BB, ELbvFr— 0 FaidiBN 2D ETEREKEE 72857, &, T1F
Ll ETEh, MBOL VRO L H T,

BERRARE, TELESAE L TUIWTARWVWELZHFL TS L7,

Ry gy TOHBAFEFT—OREES, WBVIIREBEE TP LIP3 EREOKRE S, EERHR
MEDRAyE—VDLHITEZT,

SEIOY 2 =T FiX, RIIPEEUITT, fFRMBORIZE/EIX, vFF—rFa22FVITFO
ZETLX D,

CIORIEESH LT T TSI 2ERTT,




BB KA A L

X 2—/% Cuba
Fa— \MWBERAS

Va2 T RABTF 4= T —~OEME, T Lo
TENRELRDILDE 572, ¥ TOMBIHR
T, BNONZ2VRBREZ2D F LI,
MRBIZBEIEZE LRI, YT —DRZ v T7DF A M
LOBHAEZIT, L THINLLBVWELE, £
ZIZRHOBBE LB, MoTWAEDL, /27
SEESTHIENWEBSTWEEBELWE LD,
B HICHRBIZK D Z ERHEZOT, BEOD
FTO-oLK VBT TEEMMAH Y, HS L —HEIZ5
AMZBZ3FZ KT Lz, TORMNSTE
SOAEFEMY, FFICKFEEFBEL THELOEL L
S E<mBZENHKE L,
210, Y7—l7u /7 r0HHAL, FEOY
FF—rF2ZOBORN O E ST, TDO%
X, RM7Te 7750830, 7F— LR80T
P, BEWEHAHZ EnHkE LT,
2 HEBIIRTERETHIHMSICEINELE, B
ﬂ?uﬁé%@ﬁu%ﬁbf?éot_k;u
HLimWERWET, F/2, ZOYT—%2FEHL
TFEo HFAICHEBMORFELEED W &
B,
Zo—BIT. 72K EADEKENGRT AN
NEDORW—BMTL7, FfTaaRm T, v
FAEEE L, EMoRacEis, £ < OBES
RI-EFILE D TEEEFICWD LI LEL
Tro REIZETHELWHEKETT, FEROITR,
23 FANLOBHEEOLDBR LN EROBEIX
ETHEKEL, FEMEEDL 2 A—F A HD
{LBIX e THEIRIZE > TWET, 0Bk, F
Moy R e LTELR, RTINS OFFME
NEMZHFFEL CH-o-TRHENEAY 2BOR
SLTWET, FLbF IS vEEE—oy, ffi
S>T&EE LT,
BRI TIIMMBORER 2 ZO0FE Lz, BiERATIX
TEMEVREFOERMOERLEL T, #@@
TR IERERICD LE TN D Z L3k E
L7z,
RMNEBTOT YT, A FOFDOE
NT, HHtKIEE TOED Y . HEHLEM DOBE
LTEFE L, &0, BHL. ERARME., HVIbE

REBAROEBNIEZBOYZVIZLELT,
HBEFEELRSARETITETHLR L ENHEKE
L7, BERBKEI A BEHEEYME RE LT,
FOR, X x> T 774X —EREDIBRRHY
FL, WROEFELZEEO Y FF—r Fapdk
WCIRBR L. RMEERDAEVICSO 1 HE - 7-—EH
EDIELWBRINTL,
ToENLDOETHLH > -HMBLOBI, Mz
AR EHI- A TIHE, RYIZEHH L LT
7

HVNREHITZNFELT,

La Gira Juvenil de Estudios ha sido para mi
como convertir un suefio en realidad. Es la
primera vez que visito Okinawa y ya es una
experiencia inolvidable.

Fuimos los primeros participantes en llegar a
Okinawa. Desde nuestra llegada el dia 16 de
julio nos sentimos muy contentos por el
recibimiento por parte de los organizadores del
evento, también estaban presentes nuestros
familiares de los cuales conociamos algunos y a
los otros estabamos deseosos de conocer desde
hacia mucho tiempo. Como fuimos los primeros
uchinanchus participantes en llegar a Okinawa
tuvimos la suerte de hacer un homestay mas
largo, asi pasamos los primeros cinco dias junto
a la familia, pudimos saber como viven, que
hacen y sobre todo conversar mucho vy
conocerlos mejor.

El lunes 21 comenzaron las activiadades de la
Gira Juvenil de Estudios del afio 2003 con la
explicacién del programa y la presentacion de
los uchinanchus de distintos paises. El primer
encuentro fue a través de un programa de
intercambio, juegos en equipos y una fiesta de
bienvenida.



El segundo dia tuvimos la oportunidad de
conocer al Sr.Keiichi Inamine gobernador de la
Prefectura de Okinawa, a quien quisiera
expresar mi mas profundo agradecimiento por
esta invitacién, también quiero dar las gracias
a los coordinadores de este evento que hicieron

posible el éxito de este encuentro.

Durante esta semana muy bien programada
fuimos a muchos lugares de interés historico,
cultural y recreativo. Visitamos el Parque
Conmemorativo de la Paz, donde participamos
de la proyeccion de un video, tuve la sensacién
de estar en la guerra cuando veiamos aquellos
cafiones, tanques de
fallecidos,todo muy
interesante ver la Flama de la Paz y la Lapida

guerra y tantos

era muy triste. Fue

de la Paz (Heiwa no Ishiji) en cuyos bloques
estan esculpidos los nombres de mas de 230,000
personas victimas de la Guerra. Me causo una
gran imprension la estatua del Buda de 12
metros que se encuentra en el Templo
Conmemorativo de la Paz. Este buda simboliza
la Paz y a su alrededor visitantes de todo el
mundo colocan grullas hechas con el tradicional
origami en apoyo a la paz mundial, me siento
muy orgulloso de haber hecho y colocado una

grulla junto a esa estatua.

La visita al Castillo de Shuri nos permitio
conocer sobre la historia de Okinawa y el paseo
por Ryukyu Mura, su taller de artesania y la
practica de baile Eisa, Karate y Buyo nos
acercaron a la cultura y artes tradicionales
okinawenses.

El ecoturismo por Yanbaru, (norte de Okinawa),
con ayuda de guias especializados hizo posible
que apreciaramos la flora y fauna hasta llegar a
la cascada de Hijiotaki de 25,7 metros de largo,
que enriquece la naturaleza tanto como los
bosques, selvas y playas con sus aguas
cristalinas y azules y sus arenas blacas. Fue
muy facil tomar fotos en estos lugares para

recordarlos siempre.

Fue maravilloso disfrutar del Ocean Expo Park
y observar en sus gigantescas peceras la gran
variedad de especies marinas que se exponen,
asi como el espectaculo como sus vinos.

Por ultimo tuvimos una fogata y cena para la
triste despedida después de haber pasado una
semana llena de actividades que nos permitié
ideas  con

compartir e  intercambiar

uchinanchus de diferentes lugares y con
okinawenses. Conocer Okinawa, la tierra de
mis padres era algo que habia deseado desde
hace mucho timpo y estaré eternamente
agradecido por esta posibilidad que me han

dado.

Muchas gracias a todos.
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On Thursday, July 18th, I met Katharine
Shiroma and Ty Kobashigawa, our two
representatives from Hawaii for the very first
time at the Honolulu Airport for our flight
bound for Okinawa, Japan via Osaka on United

Airlines.

It took a little over eight hours to get to Osaka
at Osaka Kansai
went through
As we exited

Airport. Upon arrival

International Airport, we
immigrations and customs.
customs, we were met by the airport personnel
who was carrying a sign with our names on it.
He was asked by the Okinawa Prefectural
Government (OPG) to make sure that we did
not miss our connecting flight to Okinawa.
After checking in our baggage at All Nippon
Airways, we had some time to browse around
the Osaka Airport and to grab a snack to eat
prior to boarding our flight. Katie had
spaghetti with meat sauce, Ty had mentaiko
spaghetti, and they each had a melon soda

which was something new.

Our flight from Osaka to Okinawa took little
over two hours which was a nice and short
flight in comparison to the flight from Honolulu
to Osaka. We landed in Naha Airport on Friday,
July 19th around 4:00pm. After getting our
baggage, we were greeted by Ms.Shinya and
Ms. Tsuha of the OPG and our relatives.
Ms.Shinya gave us instructions and reminded
on Monday, dJuly 21st at

us to meet



Higashi-Machi Kaikan, ninth floor between
12:30pm- 1:00pm. Until Monday, we were on
our own and stayed with relatives.

On Monday, dJuly 21st
approximately two hours introducing each

orientation took

other and reviewing changes to our itinerary.
After introducing orientation, we boarded the
motor coach for a short ride to Senin Kaikan,
our sleeping headquarters for two nights
located in Tomari, Naha City. After a short rest,
we went to the second floor to participate in
special program to get to know each other with
games and mixed dances. After the program,
we attended a welcome party at the hotel. It
was a very long day for everyone so bedtime
was at 10:00pm.

Tuesday, July 22nd, we visited the Okinawa
Prefuctural Government(Kencho) and took a
walking tour of Kokusai Doori until the

Tsuboya area.

During the walking tour, we could not make
any stops or go into any shops along the way
however, we were allowed to take a break at the
Foremost Ice Cream Parlor for delicious ice
cream. That sure tasted so good...... umm.

Before going back to Kencho, the group had an
Okinawa soba teishoku(Okinawa soba with
juushi) lunch at “Yotsudake” on Kokusai Doori.
After lunch, we left Kencho around 2:00pm and
headed to Itoman City, to learn about the
Battle of Okinawa, that took place in 1945. At
the Peace Memorial Museum, we saw the video
of the war that was taken by the U.S. Army. We
also went to the Heiwa no Ishiji (Cornerstone of
Peace) and the Peace Prayer and Memorial
Hall. We arrived back at the hotel around
6:00pm. Everyone was exhausted especially
with the muggy weather.

Dinner was Katsu-Curry and it was not bad at
all. After dinner, we all had to get our baggage
ready for checkout. Although
everyone was to go to bed by 10:00pm, I don’t

tomorrow’s
think anyone slept until 11:00pm- 11:30pm.

Wednesday, July 234, breakfast was served
from 7:00am- 8:00am, then we had to checkout

from the Senin Kaikan by 8:20am. Our tour
started with Shurei no Mon and Shuri Castle,
then we headed north to Ryukyu Village
located in Onna-son. In Ryukyu Village, we had
Okinawa soba for lunch and toured the village.
Everyone had a chance to paint Bingata and
learned culture and performing arts like
Sanshin, Buyo(Okinawa dance) and Karate. All
the students enjoyed the lessons and had fun
doing it too.

We left Ryukyu Village to check in to Pension
Carolina for three nights. Pension Carolina is
located in Onna-son and is similar to a
dormitory (Bed and Breakfast). Most of the
rooms can occupy four- eight people to a room
and most are all Japanese atyle tatami rooms
with no beds. Ty’s room had eight people and
Katharine’s room had five people. My room was
suppose to have four people but because our air
conditioners wasn’t working, Cora(a chaperone)
from the Philippines and I were given a room
with a loft, two twin beds and with two
separate air conditioners. I felt very lucky that
I was given a condo style room with our own
kitchen and a western style bathroom that had
a nice size bathtub and shower area. Dinner
was at 7:00pm. On the menu for dinner was
Goya champuru, calamari sautéed in tomato
sauce, fried chicken, rice and watermelon for
dessert.

Thursday, July 24th, was day to Yanbaru
where we went on a Ecology tour and to Hiji
waterfall. I was told that walking through the
forest is hard and long so I declined to go. I also
do not like insects, especially caterpillars and
also the weather was very hot. While the rest
went on the Ecology tour; Cora, the bus driver,
the bus
conditioned bus and took a nice cool nap. By
2:45pm, everybody got back safely telling us
that I was really hot and the walk was very
steep but they all made it. Once the students

guide and I stayed in the air

were in the bus, they were giggling and
laughing and I was thinking what a day that
they had! Before getting back to the lodge, we
made one more stop at Bankoku Shinryokan in
Nago City where the G8 Kyusyu Summit took
place back on July 21-23, 2000. We boarded the
bus to go back to the lodge. Everyone in the bus

was wondering why we did not go to Nago




"owI0Y 0B 8q 0} [NJIOPUOM PUB
nnouoy o3 yoeq IYSI[J Yjoowrs AI9A B Sem 9]

"JJ0 sn 8as 01 ja0date 8y}
0] 9WO0d 0} WaY3 JO [NJIY3noyj} MOH ‘Sjuepnjs
I8yjo 9yj 0} pue aunieyjley] A, 03 o3eATWIO
B 9AB3 pue Jjo sn 8as 03 jxodire oyj 0} awWBd
Inoj ayj} uo pajednaed oym sjuspnis plo Ieak
¢1 ‘eurwedeN TYSNZey[ puB SUBAIY OBUNSBL
‘Aep aanjredsp Jno sem yRE A[N[ ‘ABpuoIn
"$9313
pue seanjord peduryoxe am ‘10A0 sem Ajred oY)
aJ0Joq 1938301 InoJ, Apnig Jortunp ayj 3nd oym
QUOAISA® [JIM puB Sol[iwe] 31s0y ‘seuoradeyd
8y} ‘“anoJ, Apnjg Jotunp |yl jo sjuedoraed
oyl Yjmm AKjred [[emaie] B pue AUOWSIN
pieme ue peY OAp\ ‘TINYS Ul [9J0H OYBATIA
oyl 1B juads sem BMBUIY() UI IY3IU 1SB[ AN
"$1YSTU 0M7 8Y?3 I0J [910Y [BIIUS))
BUBN OUl 18 podels pue BUBN 01 YOoB(Q JUSM
[ "SOI[IWE] 3S0Y oY} Y3Im BMBULY( UL 3o SAEp
9I0W O0M] dI9M aIoYJ, ‘UBYIBY TYIB[\ TYSBITH
a1 7B BYRBN UI sjuepnis Jo dnoid paryj ayj pue
uejey)) Ul sjuapnis Jo dnoid puodes ay3 jjo doap
03 snq a3 uo 303 dnoa3 ayj Jo 181 8Y [, ‘Spuapnis
oy} dnyord 03 o3po[ oY3 01 OWEBD SOI[TWE]
1s0y  ‘isejyeadq J9je ‘pu9g AMmp ‘Aepinjeg
‘possed
aABY sABp OAl] 1SB] MOY ‘aanjiedep JIno Jof
guryoed 7ae)S 01 WOOI AW 0} YoB( 03 0] PapII8p
uay] S[IYM B JI0J 9IJUOq 9Y3 0} juem [ "UInjal
ur way) 9A13 03 SUIYIAUB 9ABY J0U PIP ] 9SNBIA(Q
pewreyse pue posudins A1sa sem [ inq Addey
0S eW 8pewW AdYJ, AIIUN0D SIY JO JIOp[OY Aoy

IIUSANOS B 9l 9ABS pue 18A0 dwred seurddifiyq
oY)  woJJ

oM], @3po[
Ul 2I1jJuoq B Sem d[eUIJ 9y, 'Jooq anbaqieq a3
peyI[ Loy, 'S30q 83 A[[e1oadse ‘pooj a3 paLolus

(eLI3Ed  pUEB  BULJ)SIUSPNIS

93 Jeeu jo] Surfied oY}

QUOAIOA] ‘TqNSNWO PUB SI[POOU T[IIM S[AIS
onbaqieq sem o3po[ aYy3 3B JouUIp 3ISB[ INQ
"SOI[TWR] pUB SPUSLIJ I1OYJ I0J
adeAtwio Anq 03 urddoys woeyl oye]) 03 A[TWe]
1S0Y 9Yj} YSe J0U P[Nod A9Y3 SUIAR]S 9WOY SJoMm
A9y} S[TYM JeYy} dW P[0} SHUSPNJS Y], "(UOISIOA
BMBULY())SWIIL £3313] O[[0H puE 93eATWO JO j0] B
143noq sjuepnis u3meiI0] AUB\ 010 pUB SOIY00D
‘nfuew ‘oyBd auIM ‘9yed punod ‘eB[[aised ‘o1d se
yons spoo3 peyeq o[ddesurd Jo spury juaIajjIp
e ordwes pue sojddeeurd yseay uo Younuw
01 Ajyunjroddo ue pey ouUoLIeAly jA103084
olddesurg odeN oyl sem dojs SB[ 9y} A[[eurg
"Aep pruny pue 307 B J10j 309319d " *901
LAy peq I
Aue A[p1ey yiim apeys ayj ur 3uryis dn pepus

peaeys 1BSUSZ  PJ0Od '9Z99l1q
am Anq sjuepnis a3 YIIm Jojem aY) 0jur 03 03
pojdway A19A sem (J[osAw 3urpniourysauoradeyod
o[ewd) INOJ [[8 Aep prwny pue joy AI8A ®
SBM 71 90UIG "WIMS B J0J Yoeag p[eIawW ] 03 juem
I8 @M U8y, IeqUIDAON Ul 18K 3se] pauado eyl
(wnurenby)runeiny) oYy sem dojs 3sify 9y,
iseoe] pakolioAo asoy) 9os 03 pastadins
ues-nIBYSJ\ Ssem Aog Aol yjm snq o8yj3 ur
Surdwin( axeom Aay3 1ey) Addey os a1em sjuapnys
BMBUIY() [B00] oyl A[dursudians ‘snq oYz uo
aIoM oM J[TYM 93UBYD 8] PAUOTIULW dFUBYIXH
[euorjBUIL)U] JO UBS-NABYSJA USYA\ 03po[ o3
01 joe(q 3ulpeay a10Joq A10308, o[ddesurd o3eN
o3 7e dojs B aYBW 0} INOY 9UO URYJ SSO[ 0}
oBaq 913 7B 9WI) U0 YOBQ IND 0} PBY S\ ABpPO)
Arexauryt ano ut sueld jo a3dueyo 3Yy3I[s e Jo P[0}
aIoM B9\ "UMOJ, NQOION Ul jaed odxXfy UBad()
8} 01 ABM INO UO 9JoM oM ‘IseJyBalq o)y "unjy
pue aurysuns jo Aep B sem ‘y¢g AMp ‘Aepuig
‘weY3 189y J0U p[Nod |
1nq dn os[e a1om sareisdn Jurke)s s[IL3 8Y) oans
we T "1y3u 18 91e[ [1jUn SoYl0[d I10Y1 SUurysem
pue punode Juruuni aIem J00p IXau sAoq
9} INQq poII} SBM 9UO0AISA® 1UySnoyj [ ‘Iouurp
J191Jy -eoed Jo 83uByDd 80TU pue 1ISTA 0} @0e[d
18013 B U89q oABY pInom Axojoey o[ddesurq
oy} 1Byl 3Jysnoyj seuoredeyo JIoYjlo oYyl pue
sjuepniIs a1 18yl Sem 1y3noyl AJA AIBISUIIT 9]
uo po[npeayds A[[eutduio se Aiojoey orddesurg




FII7 4V EUNBEIRFLL TV 22T
AET A=Y T =IZ@MTLIca—=7 - TELT
VG

ZOYT—IZBEFEL W W IR
DX VEHH L WET, YT —%2E L TR
DEFRRLLAELL D L BFELS ENTE
=

Ca=T RET 44— T —IIEMTBHENI.
HRBEIIHADME L KREREWITZWER
STWE L/, LML, Y7 —IIBMLTHER
WROBEKAT, IWROTaY T —EDTr s T A
PERBLTRANZKDZ LK, WBORESE
b, BE B, BEELE-WITOWTH
AHZENTE, ZLTHAARLLITEI Z LIZ
ETHEXFE L, T2, thoEA GOSN
FHROB|REFLRFEIIRDIENTEE L,

ERIZIRY 7T FENSHB S £ TRt
o LI L TREKH L TR F
T

FEAFY <UT aFvy mAVAY A o)
= T e — B0 7
Maria Corazon Evangelio Acerden N ?
2t ik
| Z74J)t Philippines = = &7
74 ) EUTRRR AR et e, .
e r 2§

I'm Cora from Manila.

I joined the Junior Study Tour 2003 last
summer, and [ want to thank the Government
of Okinawa for giving me this opportunity to
join this project of yours.

I learned a lot. I did not know that Okinawa has
its own history, culture, language, dance, music
and foods. All I knew is that Okinawa is
Japan, and that's it. But I was so surprise to
know that it was so different.

I visited the beautiful places like Shurijo,
Ryukumura, the Yambaru eco-tour, the big
aquarium and the beautiful beaches. I also
made so many friends from other countries. It
was so nice and exciting study tour.

A million thanks to you all and I really
appreciated what you have shown us. More
power to you!
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