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Time

July 15 (Thu) - July 20
(Tue)

July 21 (Wed)

July 22 (Thu)

July 23 (Fri)

July 24 (Sat)

July 25 (Sun)

July 26 (Mon)

July 27 (Tue)

July 28 (Wed)

6:00

8:00

9:00

10:00

11:00

12:00

13:00

14:00

15:00

16:00

17:00

18:00

19:00

20:00

21:00

22:00

23:00

Arrival in Okinawa

21-Jul 9:10 JTA600
Ishigaki

21-Jul 9:30 JTA202
Kume

21-Jul 9:35 JTA502
IMiyako

§20-Jul 12:30 PR428
Philippines

18-Jul 17:10 ANA1735
Hawaii

15-Jul 21:00 ANA9703
California,lllinois
/Alabama,Maryland
Canada,Cuba

14-Jul 22:10 JAL1935
Brazil

14-Jul 22:30 ANA135
Argentina

Bolivia

15-Jul 23:00 JTA59
Peru

9:10 Meeting with all the
participants at:

Okinawa Prefectural
Government Building

4th floor, Room 1 & 2
9:30 Orientation

11:00 Welcome Ceremony
Citizens Hall (lobby)
Commemorative photo
Lunch

Social Study

13:00 Departure

13:40

Tour of an awamori distillery

14:50 Departure
14:50 Tour of a salt—
making plant

15:30 Departure

16:30 Check-in at Hotel

17:45 Exchange Program

19:00 Welcome Party
) 2%
&
-
20:30 Workshop Meeting
Group Meetign

Bedtime

6:00 Wake—-up time

7:00 Breakfast

8:00 Departure

9:30 Culture &
Performing Arts class
Onna-Son Shoukoukai
One of the following:
OsSanshin
OBuyo (Ryukyu dance)
OEisa
11:45 Departure
Lunch

13:00 Departure

14:00 Nature Study

Ecotour in Motobu Town,
Shinzato Village

16:30 Departure

17:00 Swimming

18:00 Departure

18:15 Check—in at Hotel
19:30 Dinner at Hotel

|20:30 Groupe Meeting

Bedtime

7:00 Wake-up time

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Departure
9:15 Ocean Expo Park
=Aquarium

11:30 Departure
Lunch

13:30

Marine Sports
Banana Boat

Sabani (okinawan
traditional boat)

15:30 End

Free Time

17:00 Arrangement

Barbecue

18:00 Dinner : Barbecue

19:00 Party Start

20:30 Campfire

21:00 Groupe Meeting

Bedtime

7:00 Wake-up time

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Departure
10:45
Peace Study

*Okinawa Peace
Memorial Museum

Lunch

*Cornerstone of Peace
*Peace Memorial Hall
*Peace Memorial Park

15:00 Departure

16:00 Check-in at Hotel

17:00 Departure
18:00

Okinawa Pop Music
Kalahaai

Dinner & Music

19:30 Departure

20:30 Groupe Meeting

Bedtime

6:30 Wake—up time

7:30 Breakfast

18:20 Departure

9:00 History Study
IShuri—jo Castle

Lunch
12:30 Lecture

13:00 Departure

14:00 Social Study

Naha City Traditional
Crafts Center

Bingata Dyeing Craftwork|
Study

16:30 End

17:00 Departure
17:30 Dinner
Tiyou Ichiba

18:30 Departure

19:00 Recreation

20:00 Workshop Meeting
20:30 Groupe Meeting

Bedtime

7:00 Wake—-up time
8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Assemble Volunteer
9:30 Walk on Kokusai-Dori
Street

Lunch

13:00 Departure
13:30 Workshop
Summary of Tour

15:50 End
16:00 Departure

17:00

Drop—off at the Kencho
Participants will go to
their host family
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18:30
Farewell Party
at “Matsu no Shita”

20:30 Finale

The Participants return to
their country

29-Jul 8:50 ANA482
Philippines

28-Jul 10:05 ANA9699
California,Cuba

28-Jul 11:45 JAL1904
Peru

28-Jul 12:30 ANA126
Argentina

Bolivia

28-Jul 12:35 JAL1906
Brazil

28-Jul 12:40 ANA9708
lllinois, Alabama
Maryland Hawaii

Canada

28—Jul 13:20 JTAS513
Ishigaki

28—Jul 13:35 JTA611
Kume

28-Jul 13:50 JTA213
Miyako

Lodging

Homestay (with
relatives or friends)

Wel Sunpia Okinawa

(Sashiki Town)

Marine Piazza Okinawa

Marine Piazza Okinawa

M

Okinawa Sen-in
Kaikan Hotel

(Motobu Town)

(Naha Gity)

Okinawa Sen-in
Kaikan Hotel

(Naha City)

Homestay |with relatives|
or friends)

Homestay (with relatives|
or friends)
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2031?1?0‘1(61—:;:;5) 21de Julio (Miércoles) | 22 de Julio(Jueves) | 23 de Julio (Viernes) |24 deJulio (Sabado)| 25 de Julio (Domingo) 26 de Julio (Lunes) Zzh;i:ri:sl)w gsht c‘l‘;;‘;
6:00 6:00 Levantarse . | i
: o : evantarse os particip
7:00 el D O 7:00 Desayuno 7:00 Levantarse 7:00 Levantarse 7:30 Desayuno 7:00 Levantarse regresan a sus paises
8:00 8:00 Salida 8:00 Desayuno 8:00 Desayuno 8:20 Salida 8:00 Desayuno
29/Julio 8:50 ANA482
21/Julio 9:10 JTA600 9:00 Salida 9:00 Salida 9:00 Reunién de Philippines
9:00 Ishigalfi 9:10 Reuni()n- de ] 9:30 Onna son Taller 9:15 Estudio sobre 9:30 Aprer?diza;ie 9:30 Salida
21/Julio 9:30 JTA202|Kencho 4to.piso Ofic.1-2 Shoukoukai la Naturaleza sobre la Historia Recorrido por la Av
Kume 9:30 Orientacién Ocean expo Park Castillo Shuri Kokusai Douri
10:00 21/Julio 9:35 JTA502 Préactica de artes Acuario Chura Umi Estudio sobre la Paz| $ 28/Julio 10:05 ANA9699
IMiyako tradicionales (escoger 10:30 Museo California,Cuba
solo 1) morativo de la Paz
11:00 1lam Ceremon. OSanshin |
Hall del Kencho, OBuyo (Baile Ryukyu) |11 :30Partida 28/Julio 11:45 JAL1904
Foto Conmemorativa OEisa :.?u. Peru
12:00 Almuerzo 11:50 Partida Almuerzo Almuerzo Almuerzo Almuerzo iy 28/Julio 12:30 ANA126
20/Julio 12:30 PR428| 1:00pm Partida Almuerzo 12:30 Charla del i Argentina
Philippines Estudio Social Arte Tradicional s Bolivia
13:00 1:40 Visita a una 1:00pm Partida 1:30pm Préctica de  [Monumento de la |de Okinawa 1:00 pm Partida o ;': 28/Julio 12:35 JAL1906
destileria Deportes Marinos Salén Memorial de |1: 00pm Salida 1:30 Taller de '_n';l .‘!- Brazil
de Awamori Paseo en el Banana Parque conversac. del Tour Ahom 28/Julio 12:40 ANA9708 w
14:00 2:00 Estudio sobre la bote y en el Sabani a la Paz 2:00om Estudio de Grabacién abierta al pt- Lo : lllinois,Alabama O
2:20 Partida Naturaleza Eco-Tour Artesania Tradicional |blico, Radio Naha FM — Maryland,Hawaii =y
2:50 Visita a una planta |ciudad Motobu, aldea |hasta las 3: 30 Centro de Arte Trad. En [ . Canada D
15:00 de Fabric. de Sal 3:00 Salida, Traslado | Naha. Preparacion del AL 28/Julio 13:20 JTA513 8_
3:30pm Partida Shinzato Tiempo Libre al Hotel arte Bingata, visitas a L [shigaki S
4:00pm establecimientos, etc 28/Julio 13:35 JTA611 (1]
16:00 Traslado fil Hotel Registro en el Hotel 3:50 pm Término Kume —~
4:30 Registroenel 4:30pm Partida 4:00 pm Partida 28/Julio 13:50 JTA213| E@P]
Hotel Miyako [}
17:00 [|18/Julio 1710 ANAIT35 5:00pm Natacién 5:00pm Preparacion de la [5:00pm Partida 5: 00pm Partida 5:00pm Reunirse en Kencho )
Hawaii 5:45pm Programa de Fiesta 5:30pm Cena en Los participantes irdan a =
intercambio "Taiyo Ichiba" la casa anfitriona ‘5—
18:00 6:00pm Partida 6:00pmCena Parrillada |[6:00 Okinawa Pop 6:30 pm Fiesta de -
6:15 Chequeo en Hotel | BBQ "Kalahaai" 6: 30pm Partida s despedida
) Cena y Musica . N Rest. Japonés
19:00 7:00pm Fiesta de 7:00pm Fiesta 7:00pm Juegos de , no Shita
Bienvenida - 7:30 Cena en el hotel Fogata 7: 30pm Partida Recreacién ::_!'-_.
20:00 ej. it ﬂ
15/Julio 21:00 ANA97038:30 pm Reunién de 8:30pm Reunién de 8:30pm Camp Fire 8:30pm Reunién de |8:30pm Reunién de |I :ﬂ 8:30 pm Final del
21:00 California lllinois lideres lideres lideres lideres _,,'..--. ﬂ Separacién
/Alabama,Maryland 9:00pm Reunién de -
Canada,Cuba lideres .""'-‘ -
22:00 IB4NL'J|“° 22:10 JAL1935 Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir # Bl
razi il
14/Julio 22:30 ANA135 pa 'V
IArgentina L.}
Bolivia H i
23:00 15/Julio 23:00 JTA59 A
Peru |
Aloja- | Estadia en la casa| Wel Sunpia Okinawa M.a - Plgzza I Marme PlfiZZa Hotel Nikko Hotel Nikko (ciudad | Estadia con parientes o Estadla —
_— . Okinawa (ciudad Okinawa (ciudad . . . parientes o amigos
miento anfitriona (Pueblo Sashiki) (ciudad Naha) Naha) amigos de Okinawa .
Motobu) Motobu) de Okinawa




15~20/Julho 21/Julho (qua) 22/Julho (qui) 23/Julho (sex) 24/Julho (sab) 25/Julho (dom) 26/Julho (seg) 27/Julho (ter) 28/Julho (qua)
6:00 6:00 Acordar 6:30 Acordar 7:00 Acordar
7:00 Chegada em 7:00 Café da manha |7:00 Acordar 7:00 Acordar 7:30 Café da manha Retorno a0 pais de
Okinawa origem
. 8:00 Saida 8:00 Café da manha |8:00 Café da manha 8:00 Café da manha
8:00 8:20 Saida
21/Julho 9:10 JTAB00 29/Julho 8:50 ANA482
9:00 Ishigaki 9110.C.oncentracao dos 9:30 .C(.)nta.to com Arte.s 9:00 Partida 09:15 Estudos [9:00 Saida 9:30 Historia - Yisita ao 9:00 Atividades Vglu.mtarias ‘ Philippines
21/Julho 9:30 JTA202|participantes Kencho 40 Tradicionais - Industria e |da Natureza - Parque Castelo de Shuri 09:30 Estudos Sociais - Passeio
Kume Andar salas de reuniao 1 e |Comercio da Vila de On'na |Kaiyohakukinen, pela Avenida Kokusai - Cidade
10:00 21./Ju|hg 9:35 JTA502[2. 9:30 Orientacao Sanshin, Danca e Eisa Oceanario de Churaumi ———— de Naha
IMiyako Arquivos do Heiwa Kinen 28/'Ju|h.o 10:05 ANA9699
California,Cuba
11:00 11:00 Cerimonia de Boas- ﬁ
Vindas Kencho lo. Andar |11:50 Partida 11:30 Partida
Kenmin Hall % 28/Julho 11:45 JAL1904
. Almogo Almogo [Almogo no Hotel Almogo Almogo Almogo l Peru
12:00 20/Julho 12:30 PR428 12:30 Palestra - As Artes @ 28/Julho 12:30 ANA126
Philippines Tradicionais de Okinawa “‘ Argentina
i 13:00 Partida 13:40 Estudos | 13:00 Partida 13:30 Esportes Aquaticos - |Visita ao Memorial e ao 13:30 Partida 13:00 Partida A (03 Bolivia
18:00 ppciaisiVisttafalbabricajde Banana Boat e Sabani Parque da Paz 13:30 Workshop FM Naha 28/Julho 12:35 JAL1906
Awamori Brazil
14:00 14:40 Partida 14:50 Visita |14:00 Estudos da Natureza 14:00 Aprendizado sobre X 2{”\{”""° 12:40 ANA9708
a Usina de Beneficiamento |- Ecotour pela aldeia de artes - Pavilhao de Artes = 1) lllinois,Alabama
de Sal Shinzato, cidade de Motobu Tradicionais da Cidade de T Maryland,Hawaii
i 15:00 Deslocamento Naha - Aprendizado sobre . E Canada
Ly 15:30 Partida 15:30 Hora Livre tintura de tecidos 1re60'Eacerramerts 28/Julho 13:20 JTA513
Ishigaki
i 16:00 Check-in Hotel 16:00 Partida 28/Julho 13:35 JTA611
16:00 16:30 Check-in Hotel 16:30 Partida 17:00 Preparativos da Festa Kume
28/Julho 13:50 JTA213
17:00 18/Julho 17:10 ANA1735|17:45 Programa de 17:00 Swimming 17:00 Partida 17:00 Partida 17:00 Encontro com as Miyako
i Hawaii Intercambio 17:30 Jantar na Feira do Sol|familias do Homestay - No
Kencho
) 18:00 Partida 18:00 Jantar - Churrasco [18:00 Okinawa Pop Music - 18:30 Festa de Despedida
18:00 18:15 Check-in Hotel Karahaai - Jantar e Musica|18:30 Partida i'- Restaurante Matsu no Shita
. 19:00 Festa de Boas-Vindas 19:00 Inicio da Festa A
19:00 . 19:30 Jantar no Hotel 19:30 Partida 19:30 Recreacao '}"
' o
20:00 20:30 Leader Meeting 20:30 Leader Meeting 20:30 Camp Fire 20:30 Leader Meeting 20:30 Leader Meeting i -lrl 20:30 Encerramento
15/Julho 2100 ANA9703 e IJ
21:00 Californialllinois 21:00 Leader Meeting - =)
lAlabama,Maryland P
Canada,Cuba ik :
99:00 [[/#/4uho 22:10 JAL1935|Hora de Dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir Hora de dormir - ¥
Brazil eyl
14/Julho 22:30 ANA135 Faa
Argentina i‘
Bolivia

2300

Hosped
agem

15/Julho 23:00 JTAS59
Peru

Estada na casa
anfitria

Welsunpia Okinawa
Cidade de Sashiki

Marine Piazza -
Cidade de Motobu

Marine Piazza -
Cidade de Motobu

Hotel Nikko - Cidade
de Naha

Hotel Nikko - Cidade
de Naha

Estada na casa
anfitria

Estada na casa
anfitria
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“Eu sou a Debora Lie Higa, tenho 16 anos e sou do
Brasil.”

Primeiramente, gostaria de agradecer a todos que
colaboraram com essa viagem, em especial ao
governo de Okinawa, que patrocina o programa.
Através dele, os descendentes de uchinanchu de
varios paises tém a chance de conhecer a terra de
seus ancestrais. Sinto um orgulho enorme em ser
um deles! Tudo me surpreendeu naquela pequena
ilha...

Passamos por uma fabrica de awamori e la

visitamos o “ Awamori Masahiro Gallery”, onde tive



a chance de ver saqués com mais de 100 anos. Vi
também um grande barril que comportava um
saqué que permanecera por 300 anos naquele lugar!
Os ingredientes do awamori sdo muito simples:
utiliza-se apenas arroz, agua e levedura preta.
Vimos também a Usina de Beneficiamento de
sal "Aoi Umi”. Nesse dia o sol estava muito forte e
todos passaram
rapidamente pela parte em que o sal estd de

como a fabrica é aberta,
repouso.

No 2° dia, tivemos a oportunidade de escolher
entre aprender sanshin, eisa ou a dancga tradicional
de Okinawa. Optei pelo eisa, que é uma danga na
qual se utiliza tambores e é muito gostoso de se
praticar!

Fizemos um ecotour pela Aldeia de Shinzato, na
cidade de Motobu, e 14 eu pude perceber como era
Okinawa antigamente, pois as casas mantém
velhas tradigbes. Por exemplo, arvores altas cercam
as propriedades, a fim de proteger as moradias de
marés e furacdes. O cheiro desses vegetais, porém,
é tdo forte que por vezes os proprietarios acabam
derrubando-as.

Antes de ir a Okinawa, eu ouvia falar muito em
suas praias paradisiacas e isto pude confirmar no
Oceandrio de Churaumi. A beira-mar, aprendemos
sobre a fauna marinha local. Além disso, nos
aquarios existem cerca de 20 a 30 mil exemplares
de seres maritimos, dentre 700 espécies. Pude ver
cada peixe que nunca poderia imaginar! Uns eram
muito bonitos e coloridos, outros eram estranhos e
CUr10sos. ..

Nesse mesmo dia, a emogdo tomou conta de todos!
No finalzinho da tarde, preparamos um churrasco e
acendemos uma fogueira na praia. L4, tivemos que
fazer um pedido, resumindo o desejo de todos... A
Unica coisa que se ouvia era que a amizade formada
durante o Tour nunca fosse quebrada, pois havia
um lago muito forte entre todos os participantes: o
sangue uchinanchu!

No 4° dia da excursio, visitamos o parque em
memoria as vitimas da Segunda Guerra, o Heiwa
Kinen. Assistimos a palestra do professor Katsuo
Nagata, sobrevivente da Batalha de Okinawa. Sua
histéria é muito triste. A parte que mais me tocou foi
quando ele nos levou a um lugar escondido, onde
havia uma pedra com muitas inscrigoes e flores ao
redor. Muito emocionado, ele nos explicou que la
estavam os nomes de todos os seus colegas e
professors falecidos durante os combates. Pediu que

fizéssemos uma ora¢io em nome deles. Foi um
momento muito bonito...

Visitamos o Castelo de Shuri no 5° dia. A
arquitetura das construgdes de Okinawa recebeu
influéncias de muitos paises, principalmente da
China, mas gradualmente foi adquirindo estilo
proprio. O castelo de Shuri foi reerguido em
novembro de 1992, pois havia sido destruido
durante a 2° Guerra Mundial.

Praticamos uma técnica de pintura chamada
bingata. O processo é muito interessante, porém
trabalhoso!

Bom, esse foi apenas um resumo dos dias em que
ficardo guardados para sempre no meu coracio e na
minha mente! Cada minuto em Okinawa
transformou-me em uma nova pessoa: sou mais
informada e feliz. O melhor de tudo é que além de
termos conhecido a cultura okinawana, conhecemos
também as culturas e costumes de outros paises.
Colhemos novas amizades e, hoje, cada um de nés
esta em seu pais de origem pensando nessa viagem.
Sentimos muita saudade dos parentes que tivemos
a oportunidade de conhecer.!

A despedida foi muito marcante. Subimos no
palco e recebemos os diplomas de concluso do Tour.
E durante o Tour, cantdavamos musicas para
descontrair um pouco, “Shimanchu no
Takara” e “Best Friend”. Ao final da cerimonia,

como

todos cantaram essas musicas novamente, fechando
a viagem com chave de ouro.

No dia 28 de Julho cheguei muito ansiosa no
aeroporto, pois sabia que encontraria meus amigos
pela ultima vez. Aos poucos, todos comecaram a
partir... Foi muito triste deixar esta terra, onde
encontrei amigos e parentes. Todos levaram na
bagagem a responsabilidade de passarmos tudo o
que aprendemos para as pessoas de seu pais. E
tenho certeza de que, de alguma forma, cada um
esta fazendo a sua parte...

Novamente...

Obrigada, Muchas Gracias, Thank You Very
Much....

122 —T—W%, E9%% HVARELHITINFELE

“ Zutto, zutto,zutto ... Best Friend...”
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Primeiramente, gostaria de agradecer a todos que
tornaram essa viagem possivel. Apbs essa
experiéncia inesquecivel e Unica, fico lisonjeada por
ter tido a oportunidade de conhecer o pais onde
meus ancestrais nasceram e de ter tido contato com
jovens de outros paises cujos ancestrais também
nasceram em Okinawa.

Fiquei muito contente porque tive a oportunidade
de encontrar parentes que talvez jamais teria
conhecido. Ndo me cansarei de agradecer a todos,
porque esta foi uma experiéncia que jamais
esquecerel na minha vida, de tdo maravilhosa que
foi.

Estive muito ansiosa antes da viagem, mas nao
esperava que seria tdo emocionante e marcante.
Antes de eu ir, sempre ouvia 0os meus parentes
falarem muito bem de Okinawa: que la era um
lugar muito bonito, semelhante ao paraiso, que as
pessoas sdo muito alegres, de muito bom coragao e
hospitaleiras. Nao tinha nogdo de como tudo isso era
realidade e vi que tudo o que falavam era pura
verdade. Pude comprovar que a beleza de Okinawa



é imensa. Para todos os lados que olhamos, vemos
belas paisagens. Também pude sentir na pele que os
uchinanchus sdo pessoas de coragido aberto, que
tratam muito bem a todos.

No periodo em que fiquei com 0s meus parentes
em Okinawa, estava um pouco timida, mas com o
tratamento que recebi, fui ficando, aos poucos, mais
a vontade. Visitamos o local onde a minha familia
morou e também a escola onde meu pai estudou,
onde, alids, eu tive a grande oportunidade de
assistir as aulas por um dia. Foi uma experiéncia
riquissima.

Ao conhecer os outros integrantes do tour, de
diversas origens, criamos com eles um vinculo
muito grande de amizade que foi evoluindo com o
decorrer do tempo. A noite, nos reuniamos nos
quartos e ficavamos conversando e cantando, tudo
para aproveitar ao maximo o pouco tempo que
tinhamos.

Primeiro fomos a fabrica de awamori, que fica
localizada em Itoman. Vimos varios tipos de
awamoris e o projeto de fazer com que um deles
fique em fermentagdo durante cem anos, para ser
aberto somente no ano de 2097.

Em seguida fomos até a Usina de Beneficiamento
de Sal Aoi-Umi, que fabrica um sal com agua do
mar de diversos paises. Ali sdo fabricados trinta
toneladas de sal por dia e cerca de 5% da producdo é
consumida em Okinawa.

Tivemos a oportunidade escolher entre aprender
0 eisa ou o ryukyu buyo, dancas tradicionais de
Okinawa, ou a aprender a tocar a guitarra local, o
sanshin. Eu, como a maioria, optamos a aprender o
eisa e nos divertimos muito.

Fizemos também um ecoturismo, onde pudemos
conhecer mais sobre a fauna e a flora de Okinawa.
Pudemos refletir sobre os danos que causamos a
natureza.

Visitamos o Oceanario de Churaumi, onde vimos
diversos tipos de seres aquaticos muito lindos e
diferentes. Chegamos a achar que eram artificiais.
Uma das caracteristicas do mar de Okinawa é a
grande presenca de corais que, quando morrem,
chegam a superficie e viram areia, assumindo o
formato de estrelinhas.

Visitamos o Memorial da Paz, onde pudemos
saber mais sobre os acontecimentos da guerra e dos
sofrimentos da populagdo na época. Tivemos uma
palestra com um dos sobreviventes, que relatou
todos o0s acontecimentos, deixando todos muito

comovidos. Vimos as Lapides da Paz, onde estdo
gravados os nomes das milhares de pessoas que
pereceram na guerra. Vimos também o penhasco de
onde familias inteiras se jogavam para nio se
entregarem aos americanos. Render-se
representaria uma desonra a patria.

Fomos até o Castelo de Shuri, onde vimos e
aprendemos sobre os costumes do Reino de Ryukyu.

A despedida foi uma parte muito marcante,
porque durante o tour todos os integrantes criaram
um vinculo muito forte. Nos tratavamos como
irméos. Pretendo manter contato com todos para
que esse espirito fraternal ndo seja quebrado.
Também foi muito triste ter que me despedir da
minha familia, porque mesmo que o tempo que
convivi com eles tenha sido pequeno, a ligagdo que
tivemos foi muito grande. Foi dificil despedir-me de
todos e ndo sei quando sera a proxima vez que eu os
verel, mas espero que isto seja breve.

Foi um prazer enorme adquirir tantos
Pretendo repassalos a todos.
Lamento somente que a duragdo da viagem tenha
sido tao curta.

Mais uma vez agradeco a todos os organizadores

conhecimentos.

deste maravilhoso Tour. Espero que estas viagens
possam ser feitas por mais pessoas e que as
tradigoes da cultura de Okinawa perdurem por
todas as geragoes. Espero que todos os uchinanchus
se orgulhem por descender de um povo tio alegre e
batalhador.

Nihedebiru Uchina!
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Primeramente, quiero agradecer, a todos los que
hicieron posible la realizacién de este viaje. A todos
ellos, muchas gracias por convetir mi suefio en
realidad (conocer personalmente mis raices, de
donde vengo).

;Qué me parecio esta experiencia? A veces creo
que todo fue un suefio, de hecho estoy siempre
acostumbrado a sonar, y no me daba cuenta que
estaba en Okinawa, a pesar de que siempre lo habia
deseado, no lo podia creer. Recién me di cuenta que
habia realizado este suefio cuando regresé a mi pais,
a Argentina y empezar a vivir otra vez la realidad.

En Okinawa deje mucho: amistades, posibles
amores, y un poco de mi en cada uno de todos.
Fueron las mejores semanas que vivi. Y es que
otra realidad:
experimente lo mejor, no me quejaria de nada: la

Okinawa parece otro mundo,

gente, los lugares, las cosas; la limpieza, el orden, el
respeto, etc todo me pareci6 una utopia.

Ademas pude conocer varios lugares importantes
y famosos de Okinawa (como fabricas, Mundo
Marino, Castillo Shuri, Museo de la Paz, etc.), lo
mas valioso que me pareci6 del viaje, sin despreciar
el resto, fueron los chicos con los que comparti el
tour. Todos, absolutamente todos, fueron excelentes




personas, muy especiales, que buscaban en todo
momento hacer amistad con todos. Gracias a este
tour, tengo decenas de amistades en muchos paises
del mundo.

“Esta experiencia, Gnica e irrepetible para los que
acabamos de realizar este tour es como vivir el
suefio de cualquier descendiente okinawense”. Por
eso, quiero pedir la permanencia de la beca: hay
cientos de chicos descendientes de esa tierra que sin
vuestra ayuda, no podrian conocer sus raices. Por
favor, no me fallen en esto y escuchen lo que les pido,
que continue el Tour Junior.

Ademas de conocer las raices de uno, pudimos
hacer nuevas amistades y creo que eso es algo
fantastico. También pude conocer a familiares que
sino fuera por este viaje no los conoceria nunca. Me
encantaria volver con la misma beca u otra parecida
algtn dia, solo espero que ese dia no esté muy lejos.

Reitero mi agradecimiento a todos los que
hicieron posible este viaje, de corazén. Ademas de
todo lo que obtuve de este viaje realizado, puedo
confirmar que me acercaré mas a la colectividad
japonesa, ya que antes de viajar no conocia a casi
ningtin descendiente nikkei y ahora tengo varios
amigos.

Finalizando esta carta, apruebo con un 10 el tour,
y ruego que se sigan otorgando mas becas para el
préximo JUNIOR STUDY TOUR “0O5!!
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AMIGOS POR SIEMPRE —
FRIENDS FOR EVER — THANKS
AMIGOS POR SEMPRE — OBRIGADO
HEDOK — HVnED

GRACIAS

Para empezar quisiera dar mi profundo
agradecimiento a los organizadores de este
espectacular evento que me permiti6 conocer
muchas cosas que nunca olvidaré. El dia que parti
de mi pais sali preguntindome qué era lo que me
esperaria al otro lado del mundo, un lugar tan lejano
que no pensaba conocer. Gracias a esta posibilidad
llegamos el dia 14 en la noche, cansados después del
largo viaje que durd aproximadamente dos dias...
valiéndo la pena, llegamos al lugar del que tanto nos
habian hablado nuestros abuelos con tanto amor y
con tantos recuerdos, su belleza no la podria olvidar
nunca. Tuvimos un calido recibimiento en el
aeropuerto, de muchos parientes y al ver la bandera
del tour pudimos damos cuenta que aquello que
habiamos esperado tanto habia llegado: jjEstadbamos
en Okinawal!!

Gracias a la modificaciéon del programa que
realizaron en este afio, tuve mas tiempo para poder
conocer a mis parientes, haciendo amigos con
adolescentes de mi edad. Pude visitar juntos a ellos
lugares maravillosos respetados por la comunidad,
disfrutar de los paisajes, comer comidas nuevas y
raras, hacer actividades artesanales y estar con ellos,
aunque haya sido por un breve lapso de tiempo.
Estuve dummiendo de casa en casa, visitando
parientes, recorriendo lugares, disfrutando de mi
estadia en Okinawa. Esos primeros dias pude
descansar mejor para poder disfrutar de lo que me
esperaba el dia 21, por eso el dia 20 a la noche
estaba nerviosa...

Llego el dia y uno de mis parientes me llevo hasta
el Kencho, lugar donde nos reuniriamos todos a
escuchar la charla de orientacion. Al entrar en la
sala me puse a observar el entorno, estabamos todos
igual, con la timidez y el nerviosismo, ademas con
mucha ansiedad por conocer a las personas con
quienes ibamos a compartir el Tour. Como la
mayoria, lo primero que hice fue buscar a alguien
que hablara mi idioma, porque me sentia insegura
de utilizar el japonés o el inglés, pero al poco tiempo
me fui soltando mas y mas hasta terminar
hablando con muchos chicos. Al principio veia el

idioma como una barrera, porque no tengo un buen
manejo del idioma japonés, pero después me di
cuenta de que si uno quiere comunicarse, puede
hacerlo mezclando palabras de diferentes idiomas,
inclusive haciendo gestos.

Pude aprender mucho con los recorridos y las
actividades que realizamos los dias siguientes. Uno
de los dias en que mas me diverti, més disfruté y
mas me emocioné, fue el dia en que realizamos una
fogata en fila noche y cada uno de nosotros
expresamos los deseos que teniamos para este tour.
Luego, cuando fuimos al Museo Conmemorativo de
la Paz nos hablaron acerca de las cosas que vivieron
en la Guerra, pero sin rencor y sin odio hacia
quienes lo habian hecho, so6lo nos demostraron el
dolor que sufrieron en aquellos tiempos. Pude
aprender muchas cosas que me hicieron reflexionar
bastante y que voy a transmitir a otras personas
sobre lo que puede realizar la hostilidad humana.

Con mi compafiero argentino pudimos mostrarle
a todos el tango, un baile argentino, pudiéndo
difundir un poco sobre nuestro pais. Nos pusimos
muy contentos ya que les gustdé mucho el baile que
les preparamos.

Sinceramente muchas gracias a todos, por
prepararnos este maravilloso tour, espero tener la
posibilidad de volver a este paraiso y volverlos a ver
a cada uno de wustedes. Muchas gracias al
organizador. Muchas gracias al staff. Muchas
gracias a los acompanantes. Y especialmente,
muchas gracias a los chicos que me hicieron
disfrutar de los mejores dias que hasta ahora he
vivido. No los voy a olvidar jamas. Este suefio no
termind, sé que vamos a seguir comunicandonos, ya
sea por e-mail, chat, carta, teléfono, etc.

Sélo me queda decir cudles son las cosas que me
gustaria cambiar del Tour, aunque son muy pocas,
me gustaria que dure més tiempo, que se pueda
conocer mas lugares, que no se divida tanto en
grupos para asi poder tener la posibilidad de conocer
mas a los otros chicos y algo que es imposible, que
nos den la oportunidad de que se repita. Espero no
haberlos agobiado con este informe tan largo, pero
es lo que este Junior Study Tour me hizo sentir.
Nada mas me queda decir una cosa:

AMIGOS POR SIEMPRE — GRACIAS
FRIENDS FOR EVER — THANKS
AMIGOS POR SEMPRE ~ — OBRIGADO

KEOK — HYVHED
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Este Junior Study Tour fue una experiencia
inolvidable para mi, ya que pude conocer de
cerca la cultura y la historia okinawense,
aquella que muchas veces es contada por
nuestros abuelos pero que vivirla es muy
diferente. Y no solo conoci parte de la cultura
e historia sino también comparti con mi
familia aprendiendo muchas cosas nuevas.
También con los chicos del Junior, chicos de
diferentes partes del mundo pero que tienen
1gual que yo ese sentimiento de sentirse
orgulloso de ser okinawense lo cual creo que
fue una de las cosas mas importantes de este
Tour.

Tuvimos la oportunidad de visitar varios
sitios, uno de ellos fue el Museo Conmemora-
tivo de la Paz en la ciudad de Itoman, donde
un sefior nos conto la dura experiencia que
vivi6 durante la guerra ya que estuvo
presente en ella y me di cuenta de lo mucho
que sufrieron los okinawenses, entre ellos
muchos miembros de mi familia, de los
terribles momentos que tuvieron que pasar y
de como poco a poco con el paso del tiempo
han salido adelante y progresar a pesar de
todo lo que vivieron. Eso quedo muy marcado
en mi ya que me di cuenta de todo el dafo
que el hombre puede ocasionar muchas veces
por ambicién pero que la gente a pesar de
todo eso sale adelante como puede y surge

‘como persona. Me ensefio ademas que a

pesar de las dificultades que puede haber
debemos de salir adelante si queremos que
nuestro pais y nosotros mismos progresemos.
Luuego fuimos al castillo Shuri, ahi pudimos



apreciar todo lo referente a la historia de
Okinawa asi como su arquitectura,
quedandome muy impresionada al ver el
interior de este castillo. Y tambien pudimos
hacer "bingata", arte tradicional de Okinawa
y que se usaba para confeccionar los kimonos,
esta forma de ensefiarnos fue muy atractiva
porque cada uno pudo hacer su propia
"expresion artistica". Luego el primer dia nos
dirigimos a una destileria de awamori, licor
tradicional de esta isla y nos explicaron sobre
su preparacion, después de eso nos dirigimos
a una fabrica de sal donde vimos todo el
proceso, desde que pasa hasta el producto
final, esto contribuy6 mucho a formar mis
conocimientos acerca de la preparacion de
estos dos productos, inclusive no conocia
mucho acerca del awamori, asi que fue una
experiencia muy grata y muy educativa para
mi.

En uno de los dias del tour, fuimos a Onna
son en donde pudimos escoger entre los
talleres de sanshin, buyo y eisa, artes
tradicionales de Okinawa, de las cuales yo
escogl sanshin ya que me pareci6 interesante
aprender a tocar este instrumento ya que
tuve la oportunidad de escucharlo muchas
veces por eso desde hace mucho queria
aprenderlo. También fuimos a Motobu a
hacer ecoturismo, alli aprendi mucho sobre
la naturaleza, ampliando mi visién y mi
interés también por ella ya que tiene mucha
relacion a la profesion que quiero seguir.
Visitamos luego el acuario Chura Umi en
Motobu cho, es la primera vez que visite un
acuario tan grande y con tal cantidad de
especies marinas ya que en el Perta no
contamos con algo de tan gran dimension,
alli observé el zangosho que es una planta
muy imporatante y que crece en las aguas de
Okinawa ayudando a su limpieza, habia
gran variedad de fitoplancton y de especies
marinas asi que pude aprender mucho sobre
estas.

Nos dirigimos también a Kokusai Dori, la
"avenida internacional" de Okinawa en
donde visitamos varias tiendas donde
vendian ceramica tradicional de Okinawa y
también fuimos a una especie de fabrica pero
ya abandonada donde antiguamente hacian

esta ceramica. De ahi recorrimos gran parte
de Kokusai Dori y también de Heiwa Dori
donde vendian productos tradicionales de
esta isla y también adornos tipicos de la isla.
No solo fuimos a visitar varios sitios sino
también tuvimos la oportunidad de realizar
diferentes deportes acuaticos como el
“banana boat” y el “sabani boat” en Motobu,
este ultimo lo realizaban los pescadores
antiguamente y lo hacian en grupo y habia
uno que dirigia golpeando una especie de
platon y todos teniamos que remar al mismo
tiempo, era la primera vez que realizaba una
actividad de este tipo pero fue interesante y
muy divertida ya que aprendimos de una
forma activa, interviniendo nosotros
también.

Luego del banana y sabani boat hicimos un
“bbq” en donde cada grupo tenia que
preparar diferentes tipos de comida, aqui
pudimos aprender a preparar algunas
comidas tipicas como oniguiri, yasaitame,
tofu, etc tambien pudimos integrarnos y
conocernos mas pasando momentos muy
divertidos ; terminando el bbq hicimos unos
juegos y de ahi prendieron una fogata en
donde una de las chicas venia con una
antorcha prendida y segun una leyenda, este
fuego era el fuego de la felicidad, traido de
una isla lejana y todos alrededor de la fogata
pedimos un deseo, para mi este fue uno de
los mejores momentos del Junior, ya que
compartimos un momento muy fuerte, muy
bonito donde cada uno pudo expresar
realmente lo que sentia y lo que esperaba de
este tour y la mayoria deseaba que la
amistad que sembramos y todo lo que
aprendimos no se pierda a través del tiempo
sino que se conserve a pesar de todo...
También el primer dia con los chicos del
Okinawa High School realizamos diferentes
juegos en donde nos ibamos conociendo mas
y rompiendo el hielo como se dice, fue
chévere el rato que pasamos juntos y de ahi
ya cada uno conocia el grupo al que
pertenecia.

La ultima noche también con los chicos de
Okinawa high school realizamos diferentes
juegos grupales y cada grupo se ganaba un
premios, nos divertimos mucho y




disfrutamos al maximo la tltima noche que
pasamos todos juntos. Al dia siguiente ellos
también nos ayudaron al momento de hacer
nuestros afiches con el tema respectivo, fue
interesante conocerlos y compartir gratos
momentos con ellos.

El ultimo dia tuvimos el “sayonara party” en
donde se presentaron algunos bailes y a cada
uno nos entregaron nuestros diplomas,
particularmente para mi fue muy triste ya
que fué el ultimo dia que nos veriamos todos
juntos, era el final de este maravilloso suefo
que vivimos todos juntos y a pesar del poco
tiempo que pasamos vivimos muchas cosas
lindas y forjamos una amistad que
esperamos no se rompa a pesar de la
distancia, para esto ya sabiamos los mails de
todos lo chicos y los que no tenian pues iban
a crearse un correo ya que esa era la forma
de mantenernos comunicados, o sino para
encontrarnos en el "msn" o algun otro chat,
esta idea nos entusiasmo bastante ya que
era lo mas facil y mas rapido para acortar las
distancias que nos separarian a todos
nosotros. Al dia siguiente muchos amigos de
Okinawa nos fueron a despedir y esa fue una
gran sorpresa, también fueron los
integrantes del staff, fue triste tener que
despedirnos pero sabiamos que algiin dia nos
volveriamos a ver, claro que no iba a ser el
siguiente ano pero las ganas nunca nos
faltaran para poder volver a vernos.

Aqui no solo aprendimos acerca de la cultura,
historia y costumbres sino también sobre la
gastronomia, ya que lo que comimos fue
muchas veces comida tipica de Okinawa,
como el soba de algas, algo que aqui en Peru
no habia probado y diferentes tipos de
comida, ampliando con esto mis
conocimientos de gastronomia, un area que
me interesa mucho.

Tambien pudimos apreciar diferentes formas
de pensar y de vivir porque estuvimos con
chicos de otros paises, fue una manera muy
bonita de conocer otras culturas aunque no
muy a fondo pero al menos tener nocién de
ellas y entablar una gran amistad con ellos
va que todos fueron muy amables y creo que,
como yo, teniamos muchas ganas de
conocernos y de vivir una bonita experiencia

juntos.

Para mi todo el programa del Junior Study
Tour me pareci6é un sueno!!! conocer
Okinawa , compartir experiencias con mi
familia y también con los chicos del Junior
fue algo que jamas olvidare, conoci parte de
la historia, costumbres y cultura de Okinawa,
lugar del que tanto nos hablan nuestros
ojichan y obachan, y esto hizo crecer en mi
ese sentimiento de sentirte mas uchinanchu,
de sentirte orgulloso de saber que tus
antepasados pertenecieron aqui y de que tu
también compartes todo esto...lo que
vivieron en la guerra los hizo superarse cada
vez mas, progresaron con el paso del tiempo
y eso es algo que me dejé muy impresionada,
como lo mencioné antes, muchas veces el
hombre es culpable de los desastres que
ocurren en el mundo, pero al observar como
pudieron surgir hasta llegar a ser lo que son
es algo que me dej6 sorprendida y de lo cual
tenemos mucho que aprender.

Gracias, en primer lugar al Gobierno
Prefectural de Okinawa y a su Dpto. de
Relaciones Internacionales, a la Asociacion
Okinawense del Peru por darme la
oportunidad de participar en este sueno, a
toda la gente que de una u otra forma estuvo
involucrada para que todo nos vaya bien en
Okinawa, a las personas de Okinawa que
hacen posible todo este tour, gracias por esa
voluntad e iniciativa que tienen de que
muchos chicos tengan la oportunidad de
conocer mas de cerca sus raices y toda la
cultura e historia de Okinawa y no solo eso
sino que también pude hacer muchos amigos
en tan poco tiempo y cuya gran amistad
espero no se rompa ni con el tiempo ni con la
distancia. A las familias que me recibieron
los dias que me quede en sus casas y que me
ensenaron dia a dia todo lo que es Okinawa y
todo lo bonito de esta con sus historias y sus
costumbres y sus tradiciones, gracias por
hacer realidad ese gran “suefio” que fue para
mi participar en este Junior Study Tour
2004, convirtiéndose en una de las mejores
experiencias que he tenido y que nunca
olvidaré.
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JST : El Suefio ‘04

Para comenzar, me gustaria decir que lo que he
vivido en el “Junior Study Tour” ha sido una
experiencia inolvidable y muy gratificante.

El hecho de haber conocido Okinawa, un lugar del
cual habiamos escuchado tanto y haber hecho
tantos buenos amigos me hace muy feliz.

Recuerdo
emocionado, con la intenciéon de aprender sobre la

haber llegado el primer dia muy

cultura okinawense y de realizar un provechoso
intercambio cultural con chicos de otros paises.
Empezamos con una pequefia reunién donde
tuvimos la oportunidad de conocer a la gente del
staff, los cuales nos brindaron un constante apoyo
durante todo el tour brindandodonos también su
amistad y por esa razdn siempre estaré muy
agradecido con todos ellos.

También escuchamos el discurso y pudimos
tomarnos fotos con el Gobernador de la Prefectura
de Okinawa, el Senor Keiichi Inamine.

Partimos a la “Fabrica de Awamori Higa”, la mas
importante de Okinawa, donde apreciamos los
diversos tipos de Sake y observamos el proceso de
fermentacion del arroz, y nos explicaron sobre el
tiempo de reposo para asi poder obtener el Awamori.



Después nos dirigimos a la “Fabrica de Sal”, donde
vimos como la trabajaban y procesaban. Esta
fabrica es la mas importante en su tipo dentro de
Okinawa, la cual exporta sal a todo Japdén e incluso,
también a otros paises.

En la noche llegamos al hotel, donde los chicos de
Okinawa High School nos prepararon una gran
“Fiesta de Bienvenida”, en la cual, gracias a sus
juegos, bailes y a su gran entusiasmo, nos ayudaron
a romper el hielo y a poder conocernos todos un poco
mas.

Todos los paises presentaron los niimeros artisticos
que habian preparado. Yo, junto a Johanna y a
Kimihito tocamos “Shimanchu nu Takara”, luego
todos los chicos del Tour subieron y la cantaron
junto con nosotros. En ese momento senti una
vibracién Uchinanchu muy grande de todo el grupo,
fue un momento muy especial para mi.

En “Onna-Son” nos dividimos en 3 grupos para
practicar Taiko, Buyo y Sanshin.

Yo practiqué sanshin donde aprendimos a tocar la
“Asadoya Yunta”.
interesante el hecho de poder aprender a tocar

cancién Me pareci6 muy
sanshin, un instrumento tipico de Okinawa.
En “Motobu” realizamos Ecoturismo. Pudimos
explorar dentro del bosque y paseamos por la “Aldea
de Asato” donde aprendimos sobre una gran
cantidad de plantas y animales e incluso visitamos
una antigua cueva que sirvio de escondite para los
okinawenses en la guerra. Ahi tuvimos la
oportunidad de rezar por todos ellos.
Al final del dia fuimos a la playa donde nos metimos
al mar, jugamos volley y todos compartimos un
momento de diversién.

“Chura-Umi”,
Recuerdo el gran asombro que me causé el estar en
este acuario, sin lugar a dudas, fue impresionante.

el acuario numero 1 del mundo.

Aqui apreciamos la belleza de las especies marinas
en el mar okinawense, destacando entre éstas, los
corales, que son fundamentales para la limpieza de
este hermoso mar.

Luego regresamos al hotel, donde practicamos
“Sabani Boto” y “Banana Boto”, fue un momento
muy divertido y la pasamos muy bien. Después
preparamos la comida para el BBQ donde dibuje mi
nombre “ERIC”
haciéndolo.

en ella, nos reimos mucho

Recuerdo que mientras comiamos, nos divertiamos
mucho conversando y ensefidandonos palabras unos

a otros en nuestras lenguas de origen, fue muy
gracioso.

En la noche, tuvimos la oportunidad de compartir
una fogata. Estoy seguro de que nunca olvidare esa
noche. Cada uno de nosotros contd su suefio
personal y también pudimos expresar todo lo que
sentiamos. Fue un momento muy especial, algunos
lloraron, ya que la mayoria de los suefios iban
dirigidos al hecho de no querer perder la amistad
que habiamos conseguido durante el programa, de
poder seguir manteniéndonos todos en contacto y el
deseo de que algin dia todos podamos encontrarnos
una vez mas en Okinawa. Fue un momento muy
emotivo donde al oir los suefios de todos, comprobé
algo que ya habia notado desde el primer dia, lo
especial que son cada uno de los chicos del Tour.
Espero de que algin dia “Todos” nos podamos
reunir una vez mas y eso es algo que deseo con todo
mi corazon.

Hay muchas formas de mantenernos en contacto y
no me cabe la menor duda de que asi sera. Pienso
que la mejor manera va a ser via E-mail, creando
grupos de Chat, como el Messenger, un programa
que permite la interacciéon a tiempo real. También
mandandonos cartas por correo y talvez en el futuro
aparezca la oportunidad de visitar a algunos de
nuestros amigos en sus paises.

Cuando fuimos al “Museo de la Paz”, un Sefior que
vivio la dolorosa experiencia de luchar en la guerra
a la edad de 15 afos nos relat6 sobre ésta. Lo que
nos conto, y especialmente la manera como lo hizo,
mostrando todo el sufrimiento por el que pasaron
los okinawenses, nos dejé a todos impactados, como
con un hoyo en el alma. Al final dijo algo muy
importante que es bueno recordar, dijo que la guerra
no es buena y que siempre luchemos por conseguir
la paz.

Luego fuimos a “Heiwa no ishiji”’, el Parque Conme-
morativo de la Paz donde apreciamos la “Flama de
la Paz”, cuya flama est4 ardiendo constantemente y
que esta hecha en memoria a todos las personas
caidas en la guerra. En este lugar se encuentran
inscritos los nombres de mas de 230,000 personas
fallecidas durante ésta batalla. El mismo sefior nos
gui6 a una caminata a través de las Torres de la Paz
que posee cada una de las prefecturas. La historia
es muy triste, ya que aqui muchas personas se
suicidaron para no caer en manos enemigas, de ésta
manera el suicidio implic6 muchas muertes, ya que
gran parte de la poblacién opt6 por esa opcién. Al




final de la caminata llegamos a una Estatua hecha
en nombre de los profesores y colegiales victimas de
ésa guerra. En este lugar rezamos y pedimos por el
descanso de todas sus almas.

La historia de la Batalla de Okinawa es muy triste
debido a que muchas victimas fallecieron en ésta. El
sentimiento que nos transmitieron al escuchar
sobre la guerra es algo que siempre llevaré en mi
corazén, y siempre trataré de transmitir el
sentimiento de paz que aprendi en este lugar, a
donde quiera que vaya. Algo importante que
resaltar es que, a pesar del dolor y todo el
sufrimiento por el que pasé el pueblo okinawense,
no fue un obstaculo para salir adelante. Y esa fuerza
y empuje de este pueblo, no hace mas que hacerme
sentir muy orgulloso de mis raices y de saber que
provengo de una cultura maravillosa, a la cual,
siempre estaré muy agradecido!

Luego fuimos a comer y a escuchar un fantastico
espectaculo en “Kalahaai”, donde pasamos un buen
rato, escuchando y bailando musica okinawense.
Algo que siempre recuerdo es el buen ambiente que
Recuerdo a Sr.
Teruya llamando a los chicos a cantar mientras
estdbamos en el bus. El hecho de ver a Kimihito
cantar o a Minae y Misato deleitandonos con “Best

viviamos entre los chicos del tour.

friend”, convertia el tour en un ambiente muy
bonito. También recuerdo a Johanna y a mi
cantando y bailando “Pio Pio”, fue muy gracioso.
Haciamos juegos y recuerdo que nos reiamos y
divertiamos mucho!!! De algin modo ya todos
éramos como una gran familia.

“Shurijo”, el Castillo de Shuri, que es una
impresionante estructura en donde vivian los reyes,
que sin lugar a duda muestra lo impresionante de la
cultura okinawense. Aqui se puede apreciar como a
través del comercio captaron la influencia de otras
culturas diferentes y toda esa influencia, la
adaptaron a una sola, haciéndo una cultura “tnica”.
En Enadeko, tuvimos la oportunidad de realizar un
bello trabajo empleando la técnica del “Bingata”.
Fue muy interesante desarrollar esta técnica, ya
que era algo completamente nuevo para mi.

Luego en la noche, tuvimos unos juegos con los
chicos del Okinawa High School, en los cuales
competiamos por grupos. Sin lugar a duda fue muy
interesante poder conocerlos y pasar un momento
grato junto a ellos.

Al final del Tour fuimos a recorrer “Kokusai Dori”,
La Calle Internacional, guiados por los chicos de

Shogako High School. Vimos dénde y coémo se
realizaban vasijas en la antigiiedad. También
entramos al mercado donde vimos los diferentes
tipos de productos tradicionales que estaban a la
venta en ésta.

Después cada grupo se reunié y eligi6 las fotos que
deseaban para realizar un pequefio afiche, el cual
hablando de
experiencias durante el tour y de lo que habia
significado todo esto para nosotros.

El dltimo dia tuvimos nuestro “Sayounara Party”
donde recibimos nuestros diplomas y presentamos

expusimos  luego, nuestras

los niimeros que habiamos preparado. Sanshin,
Buyo y Taiko. También presentamos Johanna y yo,
“La Marinera” una danza tradicional del Pert, al
igual como nuestros amigos de Argentina lo hicieron
con un fantastico “Tango” e incluso sacaron a bailar
a los chicos del Tour. Luego nuestro “Super Star”
Kimihito nos deleitd con una de sus propias
composiciones. Después todos subimos al escenario
y cantamos todos abrazados “Best Friend” ya que
para todos nosotros, representa mucho la gran
Amistad que logramos durante el Tour. Finalmente
cantamos “Shimanchu nu takara”, una cancién con
la cual todos nos sentimos muy identificados, ya que
representa nuestro amor y carifio por Okinawa.
Después de la cancién todos nos abrazamos y
soltamos unas lagrimas. Nos tomamos algunas
ultimas fotos y firmamos nuestras camisetas. Fue
un momento muy triste porque entendiamos que el
Tour habia llegado a su fin, pero a la vez me sentia
muy contento y agradecido por todas las
experiencias que me tocé vivir y por los amigos con
los cuales comparti esta semana tan linda.

Quiero decir que este viaje a significado mucho para
mi, y estoy seguro que para todos los chicos también.
Ha sido sin lugar a duda una experiencia sin igual.
Me ha brindado una nueva perspectiva de ver las
cosas en la vida. Poder haber conocido de esta forma
la Cultura Okinawense y haber compartido todos
estos buenos momentos con todos los chicos y chicas
del Tour, convierte todo esto en un SUENO, un
suefio que nunca voy a olvidar y siempre llevaré en
mi corazon para poder transmitir este gran Espiritu
Uchinanchu a cada persona que me toque conocer.
Sin lugar a duda, a uno le pueden contar mil veces
c6mo es Okinawa, pero el haber estado alla, superd
por mucho todas mis expectativas y que te lo
cuenten, nunca va a ser igual al hecho de vivirlo.
Estoy muy feliz de haber podido conocer mis raices



y de haber hecho tantos amigos que siempre llevaré
conmigo y por lo cual siempre estaré agradecido.
iiiMUCHAS GRACIAS OKINAWA!!!

Para terminar me gustaria dar un profundo
agradecimiento al Gobierno Prefectural de Okinawa
y su departamento de Relaciones Internacionales,
por tener esta gran iniciativa de promover La
Cultura Okinawense.

Igualmente, agradezco a la Asociacién Okinawense
del Pert, que al elegirnos, nos brind6 el honor de
poder representar a nuestro pais en este provechoso
Tour, aprendiendo un poco mas sobre nuestras
raices de la cual me siento cada dia mas orgulloso y
donde también tuvimos la oportunidad de hacer
muchos amigos, que estoy seguro, que con el paso
del tiempo volveré a verlos con mucha alegria.
También quiero agradecer a la Sefiorita Aimi
Nakada, que nos ofreci6 su constante apoyo en todos
los tramites para la realizacién del viaje y al Sefior
José Onaga por su gran ayuda en la preparacion de
los nmeros, que el Pert llevé a Okinawa.
Finalmente un especial agradecimiento al Sefior
José Kosha y a su familia, que me recibieron y
trataron como a un hijo en Okinawa y con los cuales
comparti muchos momentos gratos que no voy a
olvidar.
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“Niheedebiru Okinawa”

A medianos del mes de abril, mi abuelo me dijo que fui
escogida para ir al Tour Junior Study y no lo podia creer.
Fue una fantastica noticia. Después de eso esperé 3
meses para €l inicio del Tour. Faltando muchas veces al



colegio para hacer mi pasaporte y otros tramites, valiéndo
la pena.

Al llegar, la primera semana en Okinawa la pasé con los
familiares divirtiéndome mucho y conociéndo a muchos
familiares, todos me trataron muy bien y me sentia como
en casa.

21/07

Este dia nos teniamos que reunir todos en el edificio
Prefectural, cuando llegué estaba un poco nerviosa ya que
habian muchos participantes. Después visitamos una
destileria de Awamori y una planta de fabricacién de sal,
aprendiendo muchas cosas, fue muy interesante.

En la noche hubo una fiesta de bienvenida, donde jugamos
y bailamos. Todos juntos. Me diverti mucho!

22/07

Tuvimos que elegir entre sanshin, baile tradicional y eisa,
yo esocgi eisa, la cancion que bailamos fue complicado
pero finalmente lo aprendi.

Luego fuimos a Motobu e hicimos el Eco—Tour, me gusté
mucho.

23/07

Fuimos al Acuario Chura Umi, estaba lleno de hermosos
peces, el lugar estaba bien equipado me gusté muchisimo
y todo era hermoso. Luego hicimos deportes marinos
subiéndonos al bote banana y al sabani, me gusté mucho el
banana bote. Luego en la cena hubo parrillada y una gran
fogata, ésto fue muy interesante porque todos expresamos
nuestros deseos. Mi suefio era “Quisiera aprovechar al
maéaximo este Tour y quiero que nadie se olvide de esta
maravillosa. experiencia”

24/07

Fuimos al museo conmemorativo de la Paz, me di cuenta
de que la guerra es terrible. Después fuimos a ver a Rinken
Bando Junior, la musica que cantaron era tradicional de
Okinawa, me gusté mucho.

25/07

Fuimos al castilo Shuri, la arquitectura era muy
interesante y diferente. También hicimos el tradicional arte
de “bingata”, me diverti mucho pintando.

26/07

Recorrimos la avenida Kokusai Douri y fuimos al museo de
ceradmica Tsuboya y al final fuimos a la radio FM de Naha,
donde hicimos todos una gran postal Fue hermoso
compartir con todos.

27/07

En la fiesta de despedida, todos los participantes cantamos
“Shimanchu nu takara” v “Best friend”, resultando ser
uno de mis temas favoritos en japonés. Esta despedida fue
Unica e incomparable en muchos sentidos.

28/07

Este dia fue el Gltimo dia en Okinawa, estaba muy triste ya
que me habia acostumbrado al lugar. Por un momento
pensé en traer a toda mi familia a Okinawa siendo
imposible. De regreso en Narita pude encontrarme con
mi mamé después de 5 afios sin verla, fue tan
emocionante que lloramos. Juntas.

Esta experiencia que pasé en Okinawa, gracias al Tour y el
encuentro que tuve con mi maméa nunca lo olvidaré, lo
guardaré siempre en mi corazén. “Gracias a las personas
que hicieron posible este Tour, especialmente al
Gobernador de la Prefectura de Okinawa el Sefior Keiichi

Inamine. “Niheedebiru Okinawa, mata ichika aibiraa”.
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“JUNIOR STUDY TOUR”

Primeramente agradezco a todas las personas que
hicieron posible que éste magnifico Tour se realizara.

A todos los participantes y acompafiantes, especial-
mente a MAMI (Miyuki) y a PAPI(Ariel) que hicieron que
este Tour fuera mas bonito todavia..

Todo comenzé en”WELCOME PARTY”, conocer gente
tan linda de Perti, Estados Unidos, Canad4, Argentina,
Filipinas, Cuba, Hawaii, Brasil y Okinawa, asi comenzé todo
Ccomo un suefio que queria que no terminara.

El Tour estuvo buenisimo, visitar la fabrica de Awamoriy
ver la fabricacién del licor y luego ir a la fabrica de Sal,
también hicimos un tour en el bosque (qué calor que hacia),
al Acuario (que estuvo mas que bueno), después
recorrimos los mercados de Okinawa (caminamos un
montén), el Parque de La Paz (estuvo muy lindo 1), también
fuimos al castillo “SHURI” practicamos deportes acuéticos
(fue una experiencia inolvidable), en la tarde participamos
de la barbacoa “Nijonshin” estuvo bueno, la fogata me
emocioné mucho y como parecia el Gltimo dia (yo ya no
queria regresar), y hubo tantos recuerdos, que quedardn
siempre en mi mente.

En el “Sayonara Party” todos presentamos el curso
tradicional de Okinawa que aprendimos, yo bailé Eisa (me
gusté mucho) y cuando entregaron los diplomas ya sabia
que todo iba a acabar, al final todos lloramos porque nos
sentimos como “hermanos” 6 amigos conociéndonos
desde hace un montén de tiempo, todo fue tan triste y a la
vez tan emocionante, que se pasoé el tiempo rapidisimo.

Asi termino mi reporte, a todos gracias por ser como
fueron nunca cambien y gracias por haber estado en el
“Junior Study Tour”, los extrafio muchisimo vy los quiero
un montén.

A TODOS GRACIAS PORTODO'!
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Primeramente quiero agradecerles a todas las
personas que de una otra forma hicieron realidad
mi suefio: conocer Okinawa, y asi haber podido
conocer a la familia de mi abuelo, quien siempre nos
contaba sobre su pais, sus costumbres, su musica y
sus bailes. Quede muy impresionada al ver como
dos islas (Cuba y Okinawa) estando tan distantes,
con historias y culturas tan diferentes, tuvieran un
clima y vegetacién tan parecidos, ademas de su
belleza y su magia.Tambien me impressiono mucho

el Acuario y el Museo Conmemorativo de la Paz.

Hoy no puedo decir que soy una experta, ni una
gran conocedora de sus costumbres, pero me siento
mas cerca de mis raices y mis ancestros.

Pude aprender un poco de su arte como el sanshin,
el eisa, el estudio de artes tradicionales. Conoci el
Castillo de Shuri, un lugar con una belleza
impresionante con una historia muy rica. También
pude sembrar muchas amistades con jovenes de
otros paises que al igual que yo son descendientes
Okinawanses.

Me siento obligada y comprometida en poder
transmitir mis experiencias de este corto pero muy
emotivo viaje, albergando ese recuerdo de haber
conocido una isla tan encantadora y maravillosa.
Antes de despedirme, quiero agradecer todas las
atenciones y la dedicacién que tuvieron conmigo. A
la familia de Okinawa que sin conocerme me
brindaron todo su carifio y hospitalidad, también un
especial agradecimiento al Sr.Keiichi Inamine,
Gobernador de la Prefectura de Okinawa, y al
Sr.Uema por su especial dedicacién hacia nosotros.
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A Unique Opportunity, An Everlasting
Memory, A Milestone

Going to Okinawa was one of the best choices 1
have ever made. My name is Michelle Miyori
Panis. I am a seventeen year old female living in
the suburbs of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in the
United States of America. As many people have said,
‘Our teenage years are the years that we become
the person we will be for the rest of our lives. By
this age, many of us have started the quest of
finding and defining ‘self”. Our ‘Self’, meaning our
own ‘morals, our own ‘beliefs, and our own
‘personality’. I believe this trip was taken at an
opportune time since I have wanted to start my
quest for self for many years, but I had no idea
where to start; traveling to Okinawa through the
Junior Study Tour 2004 gave me inspiration and a
new outlook on life that I had not been aware of
previously.

Going to Okinawa was not actually my choice, in
reality it was a wonderful opportunity that I had
never thought that I could participate in. All my
life, I had been aware that I was partly Japanese,
but had no idea how being Japanese (more
specifically, being Okinawan) really affected my life.
Okinawa seemed so far away, so fairytale- like,
since everything I knew about it was through my
Aunt and Mother’s childhood stories. Prior to this
trip, I had been exposed only to the American and
Western approach to life, history, and culture; both
of which did not attend to my more specific heritage
of being Okinawan and Filipina. The Study Tour
allowed me to view Okinawa through my own eyes,
with my own individual experiences, and through
interactions with people (specifically teenagers) that
had the same or similar interests of finding oneself
and how being Okinawan affects their character.

When I was first chosen for this trip, I had no idea
what to expect and what was expected of me. I
was extremely excited since I had never been to
Japan and never had the opportunity to meet so
many different students from so many different
places; at the same time I was overly anxious as to
whether or not I would meet my standards and
expectations as a member of my Kkenjin-kai, an
ambassador from America, and the eldest child of
my family. I, like many, did not know what to
expect, what we would be doing or studying, what
the goal of the tour would be, if I would get along



with the other students, and whether or not I could
use this opportunity to the fullest. I think this
anxiety was most prevalent among us all during our
first meeting at the Okinawan Government
building (the Kencho). As we began gathering I
remember people trying to greet one another, but at
the same time, many of us felt uncomfortable
because of the language barrier or felt overwhelmed
with the packets of information given to us. Trying
to balance the awkwardness of striking up a
conversation with someone who may not speak your
language and trying to comprehend what you are
going to do for the next six days was not the most
soothing combination to begin the tour with.

After the chaotic move from one room to another
to change in preparation for the long line of
photographs and interviews, I remember still being
in a state of confusion since everything was
extremely rushed and events did not seem to relate
to one another. It was quite awkward to travel to
the Awamori Distillery and the salt factory (despite
how interesting they were) without knowing what
we were trying to focus on or what the overall
importance was. Later, in the Peace Museum, we
did learn that Awamori was one of the leading
products that helped Okinawa regain its economic
status; however, going into the Awamori Distillery
many of us had no idea why we were there and
what we were supposed to be studying. Also, this
distillery and factory did not further promote
getting to know one another so we still were very
much separated from one another.

I believe that it was the Welcome Party thrown by
the exchange program volunteers that really got us
to realize that we needed to be ourselves, without
anxiety or inhibitions, and just enjoy the trip to
Although the
games and activities they provided for us seemed

make every moment memorable.

quite childish, it reminded us that we came here to
have fun and to savor every moment; this was
important because our time together was limited to
only six days. Throughout the presentation, I
remember being quite nervous for my piano
performance, worrying that I would not fit their
standards as a ‘good pianist; however, after I had
listened to the first couple performers and the
audience’s reactions, I realized that they were not
there to criticize, but to enjoy. Even the performers
were not performing to create some sort of fancy
facade for themselves, but they were performing to

let everyone else enjoy something that they holq
very close to their hearts, something that defineg
them because they, themselves, enjoy it . That wag
a theme that was very important to keep
throughout the trip- share not to prove to others,
but to let them enjoy and see as you enjoy it.

By the second day, we were all becoming close
friends within seconds of introduction of our names.
We all realized that we were here not to make
exclusive cliques, but instead, to help understand
one another, to see from other people’s view points,
and to be aware of their opinions.

When we separated into groups at Onna-Son, we
entered our respective learning sessions with the
intent of having fun. I had joined the Sanshin
group; it was an instrument that I had been
introduced to, but wanted to learn more about. As
I recall, the session began with all of us trying to

figure out the characters and playing short melodies.

By the time we started to learn folk and classical
songs, you could tell that each of us were
determined to learn the piece despite the difficulties
we may have encountered. Slowly, one by one we
perfiected the given pieces and instead of working on
our own, we helped one another learn the piece and
move on to another song. I think that we were all
so excited to learn the songs since these songs were
introduced to us by our family members either
through performers, CD’s, Radio, or some other
media. These folk and classical songs were songs
that were familiar to our ancestors, and therefore
seemed to be a type of key to the past, something
that would help us feel something that our own
ancestors may have felt. That emotion that came
with either the lyrics or the overall spirit of the song
had been carried from one generation to the next,
and in awe, we all tried to recreate it.

After feeling inspired by the music, we returned
to the buses where we rode up to Motobu Town.
There, we took an ‘Ecotour’ during one of the hottest
periods of the day, mid-afternoon. I remember
wanting to learn more about the various plants, but
we were all so warm and rushed on time that we
had little, if any, time to reflect on what we saw. 1
think the most memorable area we had visited was
the cave surrounded by the bunion (spirit) trees.
In this cave, like many throughout Okinawa, many
civilians took refuge during the war but eventually
committed suicide or were killed by soldiers. At
this point, I felt so many emotions and thoughts as
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to how they could have lived and hid for so long in
such heat and in such a small area; then I thought
about how I would have felt if I had to be there, with
my own family, because we were being hunted since
we were the enemy. I think this was the place that
really started our awareness, during the tour, of the
war’s impact on Okinawa and the people who lived
on the island. It gave us a type of introduction to
why peace is so precious to so many people as well
as the hardships our ancestors had to go through
because of other people’s intolerance and lack of will
to understand.

By the third day we were given the opportunity to
visit the largest aquarium in Asia, Churami
Aquarium. There we could view all types of
sea-life that live all around the islands of Okinawa
as well as unique creatures such as the
“whale-shark”. This and the marine sports gave
us an opportunity to bond and get to know each
other as well as to enjoy each other’s company
through exploration and team work.

The marine sports, that consisted of the Banana
Boat and the Sabani, let us work together and enjoy
something that came from the past (the Sabani)
and something from the present (the Banana Boat).
Riding the Sabani was really a unique event since it
can be solely found in Japan, and because it was an
activity performed by our ancestors. It was the
first time I had ever participated in such an activity,
and I felt wonderful that we were able to work as
one to win the race against the other boat.

For dinner we were arranged to have a barbecue;
I originally thought that this was when we would
eat food prepared by the hotel staff outdoors, but in
reality we were going to prepare and cook the
majority of our food. Many of us were not positive
as to what we were doing, but with the help of those
around us we were soon able to be masters of what
ever chore that had been assigned to us. By
preparing our own food, we were able to appreciate
one another more greatly, especially when we tasted
how delicious each of the given dishes were, and
even how neatly the whole area was set up. The
barbecue was a wonderful event that led to our
campfire.

The campfire was a gorgeous and heartfelt event
that led to all of us hugging each other and
promising to ourselves and others to make the best
of this opportunity and to carry on this experience to
others at our hometowns. At this campfire, we

were able to realize how important it was to cherish
this opportunity despite the limited time, and really
search for who we want to be by learning our
heritage and about others.

On the fourth day, we had a very serious, and
extremely awakening tour of the ‘Okinawa Peace
Memorial Museum’ as well as the ‘Cornerstone of
Peace’ and the ‘Peace Park’

introduced to a gentleman who described his

Here we were

experience of the war when he was just fourteen.
He wvividly described his hardships and his
confusion as to what was going to happen; he
stressed the need for peace despite all costs to avoid
such atrocities that occurred during World War II,
and in any war. After his genuine oration, we were
able to see artifacts and pictures from the various
wars in Okinawa, with the most emphasis on the
World War II. Walking through this museum
brought tears to my eyes as well as hundreds of
questions of how one human can torture and hate
The park further
instilled the necessity of peace, and as well the need

another to that extreme.

to try to understand others. I recall standing on
top of ‘suicide cliff’ and being incapable of imagining
all the bodies being pulled up and down the
coastline by the current; it is painful just to think
that each and every person had a family of their
own, each had hopes and dreams, yet their future
was cut short because of this war that they may
have not even had participated in.

By the end of the day, we were all exhausted both
physically (because of the rigorous schedule) and
mentally. When we went out to dinner that night,
we did not know what to expect; when we saw that
we were going to hear the Rinkon Junior Band
perform we were all excited and amazed with their
talent. I have heard Okinawan traditional songs,
but the twist that this band made to revamp the
music made it more modernized and more
We left dinner
extremely happy to be part of this culture, and also

appealing to our generation.

very aware that we must live life one moment at a
time, always looking out optimistically and acting
with gratitude for whatever we have.

On the fifth day we traveled to Shuri-jo Castle,
another very important historic site in mainland
Okinawa. The restoration of the castle, as well as
the endless amounts of information, gave us an
insight as to how the castle was run and what it
may have looked like when it was still in use.



Despite the fact that many of us are used to seeing
skyscrapers or large museums, we still were able to
admire the magnitude of the castle and every detail
that was placed to decorate it.

After lunch we visited the Naha City Traditional
Crafts Center where we painted our own ‘Bingata’
and toured the museum. It was exciting to make
such a cultural and beautiful piece that, in
Philadelphia, cannot be created by the everyday
student.
realized how much work is placed into each piece,

When we went to the museum we

since the one design we created took a lot of time
and effort to create, and therefore were able to
appreciate every small detail in a way we may not
have before.

At the end of the day we had a final Workshop
Meeting with the exchange program volunteers
that allowed us to celebrate our final night together.
We all participated in games and competitions and
viewed many different traditional performances
(performed by volunteers in our age group). It was
amazing to see people my age take part and truly
enjoy these classical comedic and serious
performances in this day and age.

On our final day, the sixth, we walked around
Naha City, specifically Kokusai-Dori street. It was
fascinating to view the market and the surrounding
areas since the market means (and had meant) so
much to the civilians since it is one of the areas
where the economic growth is most prevalent and
because a modified traditional Okinawan culture is
Despite the

city, the surrounding areas hold strong to their roots

still portrayed strongly throughout.

and heritage so that many Okinawans of the newer
generations are aware of their past culture. In
America, the city affects many of us to the point
that we have no culture or remembrance of our
heritage; it was amazing to see that my peers, no
matter how modernized they may have been, were
interested in keeping their culture alive.

After walking through the market, we joined
together to participate in the last workshop. In
this workshop we really reflected on how much this
trip meant to each and everyone of us. Although
we may have presented posters on things such as
food, we all realized how this trip had impacted our
outlook on life.
looking at things optimistically,
understand one another, and

It had impacted in ways such as

trying to
appreciating
everything we have.

The day before we all departed to our respective
homes and countries, we had a Sayonara Party at
the historical “Teahouse of the August Moon’. Here,
every member of the tour performed the art they
studied in Onna-Son for all other tour members,
exchange program volunteers, and our family and
friends. Everyone was extremely happy to be
together, but towards the end of the party you could
tell this was one of the saddest days in the trip. It
was very emotional because we had to bid farewell
to our new-found friends, our relatives, and family
friends in Okinawa with the thought that we would
see each other in the very near future .

The sadness continued onto the day of departure.
To my surprise, all the tour members from Okinawa
met us at the airport to bid us goodbye for the final
time. Everyone had tears in their eyes, wishing
‘see you soon’ , pens in hand, and the occasional
‘omeyage’ to give. This really proved to me that our
bonds of friendship would last forever be it through
mail or through memory.

Through this trip, I now have started to create a
It has
inspired me to look back onto my heritages and try

goal as to what type of person I want to be.

to understand where I came from so I could be
proud, and help others be proud of who they are too.
This trip has inspired me to always try to
understand others, and also influence others to
share that same type of tolerance so that the
positive points of any person can be seen; this will
hopefully help us start to understand all the
different types of people there are in the world.
There are billions of people in the world, and to
imagine that each person has their own story, their
own aspirations, and their own regrets 1is
astounding; I am now inspired to go out and try to
learn and get to know as many people as I can, to go
out and try to understand why they may be irked
about something so I can attempt to appease them.
I began to realize that no one among those billions
was born with hate, but they were taught it, but
just as easily they can be taught to admire each
person. Through programs such as this, we were
able to glimpse at a lifestyle that, despite language
barriers, where we were able to get along and were
eager to understand our differences that made us
Somehow, we were all able to make a
bond within six days, that allowed us to honestly

unique.

say ‘I love you all’ or T will miss you’.
Through this tour, I was able to not only learn




about my Okinawan heritage, but I was also able to
learn of many different perspectives. Realizing
these many perspectives allowed me to recognize
who I want to be. This was an experience that has

been engraved into my memory and a milestone in
my search for self.

I would like to extend my utmost gratitude to
Governor Keiichi Inamine for extending his
invitation to me. To the members of the Okinawan
government, particularly the Head of the Cultural
Exchange Department and Mr. Uema, thank you
for giving your time and effort to make this study
abroad opportunity available. Thank you also to
my Kenjiin-Kai Sponsor Mrs. Katsuko Kudaka-Lee,
and many like her, for allowing us students to have
this opportunity to learn about our heritage and
meet people from around the world. And finally,
thank you to all my friends, from the bottom of my
heart, for letting me get to know you, and allowing
me to have such a wonderful experience. I hope we
can all continue networking with each other, and
share this unique insight to those we know.

Domo Arigatoo Gozaiimashita and Sayonara for
now.
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2004 Junior Study Tour

My expectation of the Junior Study Tour was
equivalent to that of a tourist trip fully equipped
with the proverbial neon lights highlighting our
every movement. As we gathered in the meeting
room and nervous face after nervous face walked
through the double doors, a load dropped off my
shoulders. I wasn’t the only nervous student there.
Slowly the room filled with students and
government workers and the noise began to settle
as the students took their seats, but my original
expectation lingered.

Table by table students began to introduce
themselves. Watching every student introduce
squashed any hopes that my
expectations would prove false. Then the staff
members’ turn came and after their introduction

themselves

they repeated the rules just to make sure nothing
was missed. The orientation forced my original
expectations into full view and I didn’t think this
trip would be very fun at all.

Later that day after I began to talk to the other
students I was able to clear my mind of any



negative thoughts and hope for the best. My
positive attitude prevailed. Then at the salt and
sake factory I was able to open up and begin to
enjoy the time I was spending with these wonderful
kids. Just within the few hours spent with these
students from all over the world already close
friendships began to grow. By the time the welcome
party started no one seemed to be too nervous, but
the welcoming party helped to loosen everyone’s
nerves and mark the beginning of the group
bonding as a whole. By the end of the first night my
original expectation of the tour was completely
squashed and happiness couldn’t explain my
feelings properly.

The second day the group went to Onna Son and
everyone split into three Okinawan Performing Arts
classes; Ryubu, Taiko, Shamisen. Though learning
Taiko probably would have been a lot of fun, I
decided I wanted to do something I've never done
before, so I chose to learn the shamisen. We
learned two songs within the two hours we were at
the school and within that time period I became
infatuated with the shamisen. After Onna Son
many of my friends would often comment on my
inability to separate from the shamisen.

During that same day we all had a very memorable
lesson regarding Okinawa’s natural habitat. The
eco tour taught the group about the natural
surroundings and problems the Okinawan people
have to face to keep their beautiful environment at
its natural form. Learning about the Okinawan
nature was very educating, but one important thing
I learned was to keep mosquito repellent near you
at all times. The mosquitoes are massive and that
above all is something you can’t forget when
traveling through the Okinawan forest.

Though we were kept busy everyday during the
week, the group was always full of energy and never
had arguments, which made the experience for
everyone more enjoyable. One of the most
memorable things during the trip occurred at the
beach party. Having everyone recite their wish
around a big camp fire really proved how strong
everyone’s friendship really and truly was.
Although we still had a few days left, many people
became wrapped up in the wishes and tears started
pouring as if it was the going away party. After
seeing the tears flow and the emotions that
emanated from the group, I had no will to hold back
my tears. The next day we were heading over to

the Okinawan peace park where we had a very
heart wrenching lecture from a former soldier in the
Okinawan war. After that the next agenda on the
schedule was to tour kokusai dori and learn the
history of the famous shopping area.

Leaving the group for that one day before the going
away party was very tough. The one day we
returned to our home stay it felt as if something was
missing. None of my friends were around. There
wasn’t anyone in the group to talk with, so when
the night of the going away party arrived my
excitement rose because I was able to meet all my
friends again.

As I walked into the building and saw all my friends
gathered around the couches, there was an
unannounced feeling that hung over the group, like
a black cloud. It was a feeling of happiness and
sadness mixed in one. The party was great and all
of our family members or home stay parents could
feel the bond we formed. At the end of the party
we sang our usual song together and once again
cried our eyes out. After singing the song, the
realization that it was the end of the trip collided
with everyone like a truck and it took the staff
members thirty minutes to get us to leave the room.
Luckily the going away party wasn’t the last time
we were going to see everyone. The next inorning
as everyone showed up at the air port for their
scheduled departures, many of the local tour
members came to the airport to see everyone off.
Out of the three times I've had to leave Okinawa
this was toughest of all.

This two and a half page summary of the tour could
never justify what I experienced properly. In
regards to what I thought should have been done
differently, I don’t have too many negative things to
say. If possible I wished that the tour itself was
longer than the home stay. Giving the tour more
time would allow for some leisure time for both the
staff and students and time wouldnt be so
restraining. The extra time would allow for more
time at places like Chiraumi Aquarium, Okinawan
Peace Park, and many of the other places we visited,
but because of time we were forced to hurry. One
thing I wouldn’t change would be how kind and
understanding the staff members were. Allowing
the students their freedom during the night to stay
up late and talk allowed for bonding that couldn’t
have been possible to occur during the day when we
were kept very busy. I would not change the




lenience the staff members had regarding some of
the rules.

With how smoothly many events ended up, you can
see the amount of time, work, and effort that was
put into the planning of the tour. I am very
grateful for this, and I do wish that next years’ tour
members have as much fun as we did and hopefully
have more time to spend with the tour group and
their friends they will no doubt make during the
trip.

Spending time with the group allowed for a lot of
interesting conversations. Since many of the tour
members were from different countries, exchange
between room mates required a lot of patience.
Although having to find round about ways to
communicate with some of the other members was
tough, it did prove that language barriers could be
broken to get a point across.

While living with students from all over the world
caused some trouble in communicating, there never
With a very
prevalent language barrier you'd expect groups to
form central to their language and cause a lack of

was trouble among the group.

bonding. Though there was a semi separation
because of language, this separation wasn’t so deep
to cause a rift within the group itself and cause a of
bonding.
never allowed for a rift to occur.

The open mindedness of the whole group

Those that were bilingual were able to jump from
group to group and develop friendships very quickly
because a lack of a language barrier, but even then
the bilingual students had a tendency to stay close
Being bilingual myself I
saw this trip as an opportunity to communicate
with everyone, but
communicate in my second language, Japanese. 1

to their native language.

more importantly to
very rarely stayed with the American students I
flew over with. We'd talk and have fun and I'd
translate whenever needed, but I tried my best to
stay within a group that was primarily Japanese.
This allowed for me to practice my Japanese and
form very strong relationships I would otherwise
not have had the chance to form. I believed that if
I tried to jump from group to group and
communicate with everyone that I'd develop an
understanding of different cultures, whether I could
speak their language or not. This trip opened
doors for me that I would otherwise have been
completely blind to.

Watching this hodgepodge of very bright students

from around the world get along and form lasting
relationships despite an obvious obstacle, opened
my eyes to something I never really expected.
Coming to the realization that one day I would like
to do something involving international relations, it
really hit me that this trip was more than just a
tour. Before the trip I had been very worried about
what I really wanted to do for a career, the lack of
an English translator pushed me to fill those empty
shoes and pointed me towards a direction I wanted
to go for a career. Translating never really was
something I saw myself wanting to do as a career.
After witnessing the bond formed between students
with an obvious communication barrier I came to a
realization plus my love for the Okinawan culture, I
decided that with a lot of studying of both my
written and spoken Japanese that I would one day
love to be apart of something like the tour, but not
as a student.
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For two weeks in July, I, Mari Corrao, spent time in
Okinawa thanks to an opportunity that was
graciously offered to me by the Okinawan people.
My experience can only be described in one
word...amazing. The Junior Study Tour 2004
completely surpassed my expectations; not only did
I leave with a head full of new knowledge, but with
a heart full of memories also.

Upon meeting the thirty six other students on the
first day, my first thought was that the difference in
languages would pose as a problem, but somehow
we all surpassed that barrier. We communicated
through our own dialectt a mix of Spanish,
Portuguese, Tagalog, English, and Japanese (with
the help of body language too, of course). To pass
the time on the bus we would teach each other
words and phrases just for fun. Some of the kids



involved were very smart and able to speak two or
three languages. They came in handy a lot.

We began with tours of awamori (liquor) and shiyo
(salt) factories. At each place we were guided
through and shown how each product was made
and packaged. That night, everyone got together
and we were treated with a welcome party hosted
by a club at a local high school called the volunteer
exchange program. We watched performances, ate
great food, and danced until we couldnt dance
anymore. This is where everyone started to bond
and create friendships.

The next day, we were given the option to learn an
art: sanshin, eisa, or ryukyu buyo. I opted for the
ryubu lesson and was able to wear a kimono. The
movement and motion is a lot harder than it looks.
It takes a lot of work to be graceful. That was then
followed by a hike through the jungle which we
learned used to be a part of the ocean. We made our
way into a cave and suddenly the sweltering heat
disappeared. It was almost as if we had walked
into an air conditioned building. It was a lot of fun,
but when it was over I was glad to get away from all
the spiders and bugs. Dripping with sweat, we
made our way to the ocean and played a game of
onigokko (tag) in the water. Early the next morning
we headed out to Ocean Expo Park to see the
Churaumi Aquarium. I was able to hold a starfish
and I saw everything from whales and sharks to
lobsters and fish. Next is where the teamwork came
in. We all participated in rowing a sabani (an
okinawan traditional boat) around the beach, but it
wasn’t all hard work though; we were treated to a
ride on a banana boat pulled by a jet ski. Also, one of
the best times I had on the trip was that same night.
We all helped in making food and held a beach
party barbeque followed by a campfire. Someone
was sent to bring back a flame from the island of an
okinawan legend that was said to make dreams
come true and we all lit the bonfire together and
then proceeded to individually make wishes. Many
great things were said and hopefully theyll all
someday come true.

The following day was both sad and fun. We spent
the beginning of our day at the Peace Memorial
Museum and Park. Listening to an ojisan expose
his memories of the war and reading testimonials
really hit my heart hard and many of us couldn’t
help but cry. I'd have to say that was the place I
learned the most at because I was so interested in

the history. A lot of what Okinawa and its people are
today are a direct result of the war and I think
everyone should be educated about it. The fun part
of the day came when we went to see the Ryukyu
Rinkin Band. Everyone was clapping along and
dancing. We also found out that one of the singers
was once a participant in the junior study tour.

The group spent most of the next morning at
Shuri-jo castle getting a lecture and a tour. The
place is absolutely beautiful so, of course, we took
tons of pictures. On our way back from Okinawa
soba for lunch we experienced the first rainfall of
our trip and the strange thing about it is that the
sun was still out and the drops were warm. It
wasn’t anything like a shower here in the Midwest.
Once it stopped we made our way to the Naha City
Traditional Crafts Center where we learned about
blow glass, lacquer ware, pottery, fabric weaving
and the art of bingata. We all created our own small
bingata also, which I thought was a lot of fun, but
there are so many rules to follow. There are only a
few colors that are available and only certain ones
can be placed adjacent to one another and once
finished with the first layer, shading and additions
are with a different set of dyes that can only
compliment the first set according to a chart. The
evening was closed with recreation with the high
school that was at our welcome party.

They also accompanied us the next day to Naha,
where we walked through heiwa-dori and down
koksai-dori. We sampled different ice cream flavors
and satandagi (satoo tempura), took purikura (print
club), and ate goya champuru above the fish market.
On the final day, there was a sayonara party where

everyone got together, including our families and
the staff, to watch performances, be presented with
a certificate of completion and say our goodbyes.
The catch of the art we learned on the second day
was that we had to perform it on stage in front of
everyone. It may not have been star quality, but we
all tried hard and did pull off some entertainment.
At the very end, everyone was crying and no one
wanted to go back home so soon. A week with each
other and another week with our relatives just
wasn’t enough.
At the airport the following morning, even the kids
who lived in Okinawa showed up to give gifts, hugs
and email addresses to make sure we wouldn’t lose
touch. With one last sayonara, I boarded my plane
and flew back to Chicago.




* % %

As you can tell from the above reflection of my trip,
I had a great time. I've heard that some people
believe that the Junior Study Tour is a waste of
money, but I disagree to the fullest. I, personally,
was born in Okinawa and have been back to visit a
couple times, so maybe it wasn’'t as necessary for
myself, but a lot of the other students that were
involved in the tour weren’t as experienced as [ was.
Everyone had their own level of familiarity with the
island that ranged from one extreme to another.
Many of the students were residents, some were
from neighboring islands, some were like me and
had been back on few occasions, and some had
never set foot on Japanese soil before. Those ones
may have been the ones who benefited the most
from the experience, being a distant generation
with not much familiarity, but in the end we all
accomplished the same goal and attained
knowledge of our roots. The purpose of the tour is to
create friendly ties throughout the world and
Okinawa is definitely going about that the right way.
There’s no more efficient way than going through
the youth and those who are of uchinan descent. I
learned so much about both Okinawa and the world
and I know I'll never forget any of it. If I were to
offer any suggestions for next year I could only
think of one. Aside from the chaperones, there
should be professional translators to help with the
languages other than Japanese. I believe that the
requirement to be a chaperone was bilingual
abilities, but just because two languages can be
spoken doesn’t mean that translation comes easy.
There were actual translators at the welcome
meeting at Kencho on the first day and that helped
a lot, but I was puzzled why they didn’t accompany
us for the entire trip. I was always afraid that I was
missing out on half of the information being relayed
to me. I also thought it was unfair that a lot of the
time it was left up to the students to decipher what
was going on. That took a lot of the fun away. At
the campfire, after the beach party, I got up in front
of everyone and made a very important wish...

“I hope that when you're all older and have kids of
your own that youll share this experience with
them. Make sure to tell them about peace, art,
history, friendship and all the other knowledge you
gained. They’ll be proud of their heritage. Most of all,
lets hope that this program is still provided; for one
day, they may be the ones sitting here in front of

this fire having the best time of their lives, as we are

”»

now.

Everyone agreed.
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My Trip To Okinawa
The Airport

After arriving in Naha Kyuko (Naha Airport) I met
some of the participants. I shall leave them without
there names for their safety. There were 4 of them,
one from Canada, one from Florida, one from
from Chicago. We
introduced one another. I felt a connection. It was

Pennsylvania, and one

great. I was worried about not making a good first
impression, but I think I did ok for the record. Then
we took a couple of pictures, and I was off kind of
upset I didn't get to stay a little longer. Well my
Ojisan (Uncle) and Itoko (Cousin) took me to their
house. From there I stayed awake a bit because I
couldn't sleep.

A Couple Days Later (18 Nichi 7 Gatsu)

I went with my other Ojisan and Itoko, and we went
to Camp Hedo (The camp's name) there we hung
out a bit. It was close too the ocean so my Itoko and
I were skipping rocks waiting for time to go bye. I
played a little bit of Sanshin (Okinawan Folk
Instrument). It was great. Maybe I can play at
school. After that we went to Ba-wchan's Iie
(Grandma's house). It was very a-tsui (hot). I was
there for the rest of the day and onto the next. That
night we had sashimi (raw fish); it was Oishikata
(delicious). Then we slept. The next day I took
pictures of my Itoko and their kids. Then I went to
my Ojisan's Ouchi (house). I spent the night after
having a delicious meal. The next day I went
shopping and got prepared for the Tour.

Welcoming Party (21 Nichi 7 Gatsu)

I went to the Okinawan Prefectural Building. There
we went to the 4th floor and rooms 1 and 2. I saw all
of the American people and a lot of other people that
I didn't know. First the director of the Internation
Exchange Division spoke and talked a bit. I had a
tsuyaku (translator). They went over the rules and

then they told us the schedule for the week, then for
today. After that they divided us into groups, and
assigned groups leaders. They also gave us
nametags and t-shirts. Later we went to lunch we
ate tonkatsu (deep fried pork). I was with most of
the American people, and some Okinawan kids. We
all introduced name, age, country/State, and
ourselves. Then we all went to our groups. There we
introduced ourselves once more, and went over the
schedule. There were had 4 girls and 2 guys
(Including myself). 4 of the groups members were
from Okinawa, 1 was from Argentina, and myself
from America. After that we all went onto buses
(Groups A - C bus 1, Groups D - F bus 2). We were
all given Keita’s (Cell phones), to take pictures and
send to a website. While on the bus I talked with
some of the Okinawan kids and the American guy.
Then we arrived at Awamouri Factory (Where
Awamouri is made). Awamouri is Okinawa's Sake.
They showed us the process of how it is made, and
gave us a little tour. Then we tried some kind of
drink (I don't think that it was Sake). It was
Oiishikunai (Nasty). After that we went to the Aoui
Shio (Okinawan Salt Factory). It was pretty
interesting how they made the salt. We even got to
try some of the salt; it was Karai (Salty). And then
we drove like an hour to Itoman (A city in
Okinawa); we stayed at a hotel there. Then we had
a welcoming party. It was great, everyone had a lot
of fun, and the point of the party was so everyone
could get acquainted with everyone, but it was great.
Then we ate dinner, and had some of the
participants perform whatever they wanted too.
After that we went to bed.

The Next Day (22 Nichi 7 Gatsu)

Today we woke up at 6 in the morning. We then had
breakfast at 7. We went to the Onna-son
Shoukoukai (Culture and Performing Arts Class).
This is where we learned to play Sanshin
(Okinawan Folk Instrument), Buyo (Ryukyu
Dance), or Eisa (Hand-held Drum). Then we went
to lunch, we had Okinawan Soba (Okinawan soup
and noodles). After that we went on an ecotour. It
was pretty interesting, and very suzushi (cool) at
some places. We also went and checked out the
homes that were built in the area. They were very
nice, and also had big bush like plants that
protected them from typhoons and strong winds.




After we went to the beach; we swam and played
some beach ball. We had a lot of fun. When we
checked into the hotel we all showered to get the
salt off. After our showers we went and had dinner
at the hotel restaurant. One of our group members
made O-cha (Tea). It was pretty good. Then we
stayed up late telling scary stories.

Beach Party (23 Nichi 7 Gatsu)

First we went to the Chura Umi Shizokukan
(Ocean Expo park Aquarium). Chura Umi is one of
the world’s largest aquariums because it is located
right next to the ocean. There was so much color
and shine. There was even one spot where we could
pick up starfish and see what they felt like. Next we
went back to the hotel and got ready to go have
some fun. We went to the beach to ride banana
boats and Sabani (Okinawan Traditional Boats).
The banana boat was really cool, everyone got wet.
Then we did the Sabani. We used oars called eku. It
was very difficult and tiring. Then we went back to
the hotel to get ready for the party. All of the groups
combined into three groups for jobs; the setup, the
cutting, the onigiri (rice ball) group. I was the setup
group. After setting everything up one of the cooks
asked me and another guy if we wanted to cook, so
of course we said yes. I had a great time cooking.
After dinner we played a game. The object of the
game was to go through the obstacle course and
grab the little Whale's on the other side. One of our
group members won. Then we all went to the beach
to hear a story. The story was about a fire that
burns on an island forever. If you bring that fire
back with you and burn it you can make a wish.
The girl that won got to go on a Jet Ski to get some
of the fire and burn it onto her torch. She came back
on a Sabani boat. She lit everyone’s torch. Then we
all lit a big pile of wood with the sacred fire and
made one enormous campfire. Then we all stood up
and told our wishes a loud. After that we went back
to the hotel and chilled. It took us all a while to
settle down because we were all still riled up from
the bonfire.

The Memorial Park (24 Nichi 7 Gatsu)

Today we went to the Okinawan Peace Memorial
Museum. When we got there we heard a story by
one of the soldiers in WWIL. It was very scary and

sad. After he gave us a tour of the Museum. It was
kind of creepy because of all of the gravestones and
all of the Statues. We went to one section then all
prayed; I felt I was able to thank those people for
how they helped in the war. Then we went to a hotel
and got ready to go and watch an Okinawan
Concert. We went to Kalahaai, a very good
restaurant. We saw the Rinkin Band Jr. perform.
They were awesome. After we got some pictures
then we went back to the hotel. We worked on our
posters some (Actually we brainstormed).

Shuri-Jo Castle (25 Nichi 7 Gatsu)

I went to the Shuri-Jo (Shuri’s (A city in Okinawa)
castle). It was really hot there. I learned a lot of
things like Okinawa used to be it's own country
called the Ryukyu Islands. We went around
ShuriJo and saw all of the different areas. We saw
where the king lived, where the army assembled,
and much more. Then we went to lunch and had
some more Okinawan Soba. On the way back to the
bus it rained a little bit. After the castle we went to
the Traditional Crafts Center, to make a Bingata
(Kimono patterns). Making these was really fun. I
chose two birds by bamboo sticks. We painted these
on a special material. I think mine turned out great.
After all of the finishing touches we went to dinner
at Tiyou Ichiba. It was pretty good. Then we came
back to the hotel and went to a room on the second
floor and played some games. Then we had a group
meeting. A lot of people were kind of upset because
we were going back to our families the next day.
The Final Day (26 Nichi 7 Gatsu)

Today everybody was sort of bummed because this
was the last day together. Breakfast was quiet. We
put our entire luggage onto the bus then went back
to the lobby. We were off on our twomile walk
through Kokusai Dori (Street Stores). I tried pig's
face; it tasted like bacon. A little further we saw a
pig's whole head. Then we went to lunch, we had
some kind of intestines I believe. After lunch we
went to a building to finish our posters and give a
presentation. We were there for about two hours.
Our presentation was first; since we weren't
prepared we sort of sucked. Then we all went to the
Okinawan Prefectural Office. There we met our
family or friends, got our luggage, then left. I was



really sad about not going home with my group or
any of the kids on the tour. I went home and slept.
Then we went out for sushi. After I came home and
slept some more.

Sayonara Party (27 Nichi 7Gatsu)

Today I woke up at like 11. Then we went to Jusco
(A big mall) to go and buy some souvenirs. Then we
went to Shureido to pick up some Karate Gi's
(uniforms). After I came home to get ready for the
party. I was both excited and sad knowing this was
the last day. When we arrived there were already
some people there. The tour members went in first
to prepare for our demonstration. First was Sanshin
(Okinawan Folk Music). While we were waiting for
other things we had a picture slide show of the tour.
Everyone remembered what happened. Then we all
started taking pictures with everyone for memories.
Everybody was sad to go. Before we left we sang
two songs and then said our good-byes. They
planned on saying the final good-bye at the airport.
I really didn't want to leave just yet, because I met
all of these great people and befriended them. I
wanted to get to know them better and spend much
more time with them. The trip was great but too
short. I can't wait to go back and just hang out.
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The Junior Study Tour 2004 was a very fun
experience for me. I was able to learn more about
the Okinawan culture and make a lot of great
friends.
Okinawan and Japanese cultures like the styles of
dances, the arts and crafts and the different types of
food. I also got to see some of the different things
that make Okinawa unique such as the awamori
factory, the salt factory, the performing arts, the
nature tour, the aquarium, and the peace memorial

I saw the differences between the

museum. Going to all these places and learning
about the Okinawan culture made my trip very
enjoyable.

Going on the study tour affected me because I got
to see how the Okinawans were treated by the
Japanese and how lucky I am to be living in
America. They were forced to fight in the war even
though they didn't think it was right and the
Even the kids
and teenagers were drafted into the Japanese army

Japanese treated them very badly.

and most of them were eventually killed in the war.
In America we no longer have the draft so the
people fighting for us actually want to be there.

In the future of Okinawan exchange programs I
would like to see students visit places that teach
more about the culture, on how they lived and learn
Uchinaaguchi. On our tour we got to learn about
the war at the peace memorial museum, the
different Okinawan food, see some of the native
plants on the tour, visit the Shuri Castle, and we got
to experience some of the different types of

performing arts. These were all very good places



to visit but it would be good if we got to see how the
Okinawans lived. The Okinawan culture is slowly
being forgotten and being replaced with cultures of
the Japanese. 1 think that in order for the
Okinawan culture to be remembered the younger
generations must be given the opportunity to learn
about it. Ever since they became part of Japan
they slowly started talking Japanese and now
Uchinaaguchi is rarely used by anyone.

The experience of going to Okinawa on the study
tour is something that I will never forget. I
enjoyed everything about it and I hope that I will be
able to keep in touch with all the new friends I
made.
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The Junior Study Tour has been one of the most
memorable experiences of my life. From the
moment I first heard about the news, and to the
moment I landed back in Vancouver after the tour, I
would not change a thing. In Okinawa, I met many
new people who welcomed me with open arms; I
learned about the Okinawan culture, and was able
to fill in the pieces left out from my memory of my
childhood in Japan. In Okinawa, I found my roots.
When I first heard about the news that I had been
chosen to represent the Vancouver Okinawa
Kenjinkai, it was my 17th birthday. Ihave always
wanted to return to Japan but there was never an
opportunity. I was in tears when my mother
confirmed.

I left Vancouver International on July 14th on flight
39 to Kansai. It was my first time on a plane alone
and I was so nervous, I couldn’t sleep. I stayed
awake for the ten-hour flight, and was exhausted
not sleeping the night before. The plane landed in
Kansai at 7 pm. I followed the passengers off the
plane to the luggage claim. Afraid that my luggage
had been lost, I circled the luggage belt anxiously.
When finally my suitcase came into view,I relaxed.
Going through customs and finally exiting the claim
area, I found a tall man, later referred to as the
“T'all Dude” by the rest of the tour members, who
had in his hands a piece of paper and on it said,
“Junior Study Tour”. I walked over to him
nervously. “Are you Kikukawa Kana?” He asked me.
I nodded. I followed him up the escalator and onto
the second floor. Everywhere I looked, the signs, the
walls, and the faces of many, it all said “Japan”.
After I had checked in, I was taken through to my
gate.

There I was able to meet people my age from the
US that was to attend the tour. They were all very
welcoming and kind. I was very excited. We all sat
together in the waiting area with our tickets in
hand, asking each other's hometowns and schools.
When the flight was announced ready to board, we
all walked up to the gate. I was glad that I was not
alone on another flight. We arrived in Okinawa at 9
pm. It was already dark outside, unlike Canada
which is light out until ten during the summer time.
I had a terrible headache and my ears were ringing
painfully. I was in bad shape. Yet as soon as the
members and I exited the luggage claim area,
people of Okinawa Kencho surrounded us. A large
Canadian flag had been brought in for me, and I
was given a bouquet of flowers. Dozens of pictures
were taken, and handshakes had been exchanged,
but everything was a blur. I was glad to go to my
home stay, and rest.

The week spent with my family before the actual
tour began was very memorable. I met my aunt,
uncle, and cousins who I had not seen for the past
ten years. They all told me how much I have grown,
and how much I resembled my mother back home. I
visited my childhood home in Naha, and my pre
school.l also made a visit to the doctor to take a look
at my right ear. I was not able to hear very well
since I had got off of the plane. I also met a taxi



driver, who turned out to be one of my distant
relatives. I was glad to have come from Canada and
was thrilled to take my part in the Study tour.

The tour began on July 21st at the Okinawa
Prefectural Government Building. There I met all 37
participants together for the first time. There were
people from Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Argentina,
Philippines, United States, Cuba, Japan, and
Canada, myself. I walked into the Orientation room
not knowing what to expect. I searched frantically
for a familiar face. After all of the introductions and
greetings had taken place we moved down stairs
for the welcome ceremony. Video cameras and
microphones were set up and ready for the
ceremony. I was given a Canadian flag to hold for
the cameras and a group picture was taken outside
with the mayor of Okinawa. The tour had begun.

The first tour was at the Awamori distillery. It was
fascinating to learn how Awamori was made but I
was disappointed that we were not able to see how
the alcohol was produced. I found that the
information given was satisfactory. The tour of the
salt making plant was one of a kind. I did not
realize that salt making was such a large
production. The small packages given at the end of
the tour was a sweet gift, yet I still have no idea
what they are for.

The Wel Sunpia Okinawa hotel, our first lodging,
was a hotel where I have stayed and a pool that my
family and I have visited frequently ten years ago. |
was thrilled. The hotel was much larger than I
remembered. The Exchange Program took place
inside the hotel and it was a time well spent.

The games, the performances, and the food were all
wonderful. I enjoyed it very much.

The Performing Arts classes were enjoyable. I
chose to learn Ryukyu Buyo.It was a lot harder and
faster than I expected. I was able to try on the
traditional costume and kimono. There were video
cameras in the room and I was interviewed wearing
the costume. The TV crew took pictures and filmed
our dance routines. When I learned that the
footages were to air, I was scared. There were only
four tour members, including myself, learning the
routines. The Eisa class had the most members, but
I was happy to be in the group that I was in.

The Eco Tour in Motobu Town was very
educational. Yet the intense heat of Okinawa was
unbearable. The sun felt like a hot blanket on my

skin and it made me light-headed and dizzy, but I
was able to carry on with the group.

When it was over, I was glad. We headed for the
beach after the Eco Tour.The beaches of Okinawa
does not even compare to the beaches of Canada, it
is more beautiful, warm, and aqua blue. I was
disappointed that we were only given one hour to
swim. So I decided to play volleyball with the
members who the same, chose not to swim. It was
so much fun.

We visited the aquarium the next day. I was able
to view the marine life up close and learn about
their living environment. I was happy that we were
able to walk around the aquarium freely and look at
the things that we were interested in instead of
walking in a long line and listening to information
that we were not looking for. I was happy that we
had our freedom.

Marine sports were my favourite activity. It was
my first time on a banana boat and I was so anxious,
I couldn’t wait. I wasn’t too thrilled about the salt in
my eyes and mouth, but it was all worth it. The
Sabani experience was also a lot of fun. I loved the
race to the finish line in the end, and I was even
happier when we won.

The campfire was an emotional time for all of us.
We didn’t want this tour to end, and we were all
afraid of saying our goodbyes. Every single one of
us lighted the campfire, and we all shared our hopes
and dreams for the future. I truly hope that all of
those wishes will come true for all of us.

And I also hope that we can meet again in the near
future. The campfire made a sweet closing with a
song and a group hug, and I will remember that
moment for the rest of my life.

The visit to the Peace Memorial Museum was a
sight, and I realized how much I took this life for
granted. One man, who stood up to talk to us about
the war he himself, took a part in, really opened my
eyes. He talked to us about his experiences as a
fifteen year-old boy lost in war was frightening. He
described the war as he saw it, as hell. “It was no
longer war,” he explained, “It was murder.” He
taught us that people start wars, and that people
can prevent it. “Peace is not given. It is worked.”

He also took us to a famous war site in Okinawa. It
was a beautiful beach, and he told us that this
beach was once drenched with blood, and dead
bodies of men who fought to protect the land in
which where we stood. I remember thinking to




myself, “How can a place so beautiful hold such a
sad past?”’ I will never forget this experience.

The tour group visited Shuri-jo Castle on July 25th.

The last time I have visited the castle were ten
years ago and the castle was then still being rebuilt.
It was the first time seeing it fully recovered. It was
beautiful.

We learned about the castle in more detail; we
learned about the war and how the castle was
affected.

It was when the tour members visited the Naha
City Traditional Crafts Center that [ was in for a
surprise. We were working on our bingatas, when I
felt a tap on my shoulder. I looked up to find the
familiar face of my uncle, Uehara Akio, standing
behind me. I had not seen him for ten years and
I was so surprised to meet him there of all places in
the world. He took on the challenge of guiding the
group through the gallery and explaining each
small artefact. I was very proud of him. He made a
promise to pick me up on the 26th, after he had
completed his explanations. And yes, he kept his
promise.

After the Crafts Center, the tour members were
taken out for dinner, our last dinner together before
the Farewell Party. We took dozens of pictures
and enjoyed the last night together. In the hotel
room, we all tried to stay awake for as long as
possible. We signed each other’s notebooks, left each
other small messages and exchanged e-mail
addresses. But soon, one by one,they all started to
close their eyes. I for one, left to my room to get a
small amount of rest. It was 4 am.

I woke up at 7 am to pack my belongings and take
my luggage downstairs to the lobby. I was so upset
that it was our last day together and I wished
that the tour had been longer. I wasn’t looking
forward to the Farewell party at all. At breakfast,
everyone looked so exhausted. Some of them I
heard were up all night. I was happy that they
made an effort.

The walk on Kokusai-Dori, the busiest street in
Naha City, was a new experience. Yet the thought
of it being the last day, I was so upset. The street
was long and narrow. There were so many people
that I couldn’t even walk in a straight line, or else I
would hit someone or something. We walked
around the market learning about Japanese foods
and cuisines, and then we attended our workshops
to create a poster. Then the day came to a close and

I was looking forward to the Farewell Party.

The Farewell Party began at 5 o‘clock. I arrived at
Matsu no Shita, to find everyone exchanging
addresses and messages. They all welcomed me
with smiles on their faces. I received my certificate
of completion of the Junior Study Tour at the
ceremony. Many performances also took place:
Tango,Sanshin performance, Eisa, and Ryukyu
Buyo. I performed the dance in full costume.

I remember everyone there in tears. As one of the
tour members, Kimihito,sang for the last time, we
all ran to him for a final group hug. Everyone
was so emotional; it brought tears to my eyes. I
didn’t want to leave then.

It was the best time ever. We took many pictures,
signed each other’s T-shirts, gave each other hugs
and left a promise to meet at the airport the next
day.

T arrived at the airport with the same nervousness
that I felt when I first got onto the plane. I was so
upset that I couldn’t stay longer and didn’t
want to leave. But I was so tired that I felt that I
had to go home and rest and regain my strength.
My flight was scheduled to leave at twelve-forty. I
met few friends at the check-in counter. I put my
luggage through and took the escalator down to the
lower floor. There I met my Junior Study Tour
members giving each other hugs and signing each
other’s T-shirts. Many people gave me many gifts,
and the words, “See you again soon.” Everyone
was in tears. They all waved goodbye as
participants including myself entered the gate to
return to our countries.

The flight was very long, but I was able to fall
asleep. I arrived back in Vancouver at 9 O’clock am.
I walked out of the claim area to find my father
waiting for my return. “So you did it.” He said to me.
I smiled and nodded. He took my suitcase and we
walked out of the airport.

This has been a wonderful experience and I would
not trade it for anything.

I am so happy that I got the chance to take part in
this tour and I will remember it forever and cherish
the experience and the friendships I made. I

would also like to thank Vancouver Okinawa
Kenjinkai for giving me the chance to spread my
wings. In the near future, I hope that students of
Okinawa can come to Canada and learn about the
history and culture we have here and return to
Okinawa with a whole new outlook on Canada. In



present Vancouver, we have a place called the
Nikkei Heritage Center that is used to display
traditional Japanese history and culture. And
maybe years from now,we could have a building
called the Okinawa Center, where people could
learn about the history and arts of Okinawa. This is

my dream.
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Upon arrival at the Okinawan airport, the first
thing I noticed was that the airport officials was
friendly and hospitable.
welcomed and comfortable.
After exiting the customs counter, I started to look

This made me feel

for Mr. Yagi, my foster parent during my stay in
Okinawa. I kept in my mind what my mother



taught me: bow when I greet someone older than
myself and take off my shoes when I enter a
Japanese home. I had the opportunity to practice
what I learned when I finally met Mr. Yagi and he
brought me to his home.

I was relieved to know that Mr. Yagi was a kind and
fatherly man and that he could speak English.
Another good thing that happened to me was I was
given the whole 20 floor of his home during my
homestay. I was very thankful and felt very lucky to
have a generous and kind foster family.

The following day was the first day of Junior Study
Tour. I was very excited because it was my first time
to see Japan especially Okinawa, the homeland of
my mother. I was also nervous because it was my
first time to travel abroad alone and I did not speak
the Japanese language. So when we, the Junior
Study Tour participants were asked to board the
tour bus for sightseeing, at that moment, I wished

my family and my old Filipino friends were with me.

Fortunately, a guy who sat beside me was a
pleasant Okinawan who could speak a little
English; he became my very first Okinawan friend.
His name is Takafumi. After a while another
participant named William who spoke English and
Japanese became a friend/interpreter who helped
me a lot in explaining what I did not understand in
Japanese.

In the evening after the afternoon tour, a welcome
party was held. In this party, some of the
participants performed cultural dance of their
country, other sang their native songs. One
particular participant who I admired was a
16-year-old Okinawan who sang songs, which he
himself composed.

After being together the whole day, we became more
comfortable with one another. Language barrier
was not any more an issue, as I became an expert in
communicating through sign language.

The preceding days study tours and activities
were so much fun and enjoyable especially with my
new friends. However, on the visit to the Okinawa
Peace Memorial Park, I had some sober moments
because behind the beautiful and serene scenery of
the park, I learned the tragic story where many
lives were lost in Okinawa during the 2rd world war.
I really felt we must all exert effort to make the
world a peaceful place to live in.

I stayed with my foster family for 2 days and 3
nights on different dates. During those times Mr.

Yagi and his family treated me like a member of his
family. He toured me to interesting places in the city.
He even brought me to a party he was attending
and introduced me to his friends. Here I met Mr.
Kinjo and Mr. Asino who also were very nice to me.
I was deeply touched with the sincere hospitality
they showed to me.

I enjoyed and learned so much during the Junior
Study Tour and that made me appreciate the
culture, history and the people of Okinawa. It also
gave me the opportunity to meet the young
Okinawans of my age, fellow 3seis from different
countries. Many became quite close to me. During
the farewell party at the end of our Junior Study
Tour, I felt very sad, I knew I was going to miss
them a lot. I sincerely wish and hope that we will
meet again some day in the future and enjoy
another get together again.

I would like to thank the Okinawan prefectural
government, Mr. Uema and his tour coordinators
who took good care of us, Mr. and Mrs. Yagi, Mr.
Kinjo, Mr. Asino who were very kind to me and POS
for making possible my wonderful Okinawan trip a
reality.
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Fazendo Parte do Junior Study Tour 2004

Sinto-me bastante honrado por ter sido convidado
pelo Governo de Okinawa a visitar a terra natal de
meus pais como lider de grupo dos brasileiros. Ja
visitei Okinawa por varias vezes, mas nunca houve
uma viagem em que me maravilhasse tanto como
esta. Gostaria de agradecer a Provincia por realizar
este intercambio anualmente.

Sou nissel e exer¢o atualmente os cargos de
vicepresidente da Associagdo Okinawa Kenjin do
Brasil e presidente do Naha Shiminkai do Brasil..
Através dos meus pais ou em reunides com isseis
sempre ouvia falar sobre a cultura de Okinawa e a
sua beleza, enfim, o que se chama de “Uchinanchu
no Chimugukuru”. Hoje em dia, o nosso principal
objetivo é repassar esta tradi¢do para os nossos
filhos e geragoes futuras. O Tour é de fundamental
importancia para a continuidade desta tradigao.

Para que nds nisseis, sanseis e yonseis possamos
aprender sobre Okinawa, estar na sala de aula
apenas ndo basta. S vivenciando seu ambiente é
possivel experimentar a receptividade e o calor
humano de seu povo, permitindo uma maior
compreensdo e introspec¢do acerca de nossas
origens. No Junior Study Tour reunem-se varios
jovens de varios paises. Tomei a consciéncia de que,
em relacdo aos brasileiros, é necessario darmos

mais subsidios para melhor preparo dos
participantes. O conteido do cronograma foi
substancial, com materiais didaticos de facil

compreensio. Tudo o que vimos e ouvimos s6 pode
ser resumido como maravilhoso. O esquema de
hospedagem foi interessante, pois todos os dias
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havia troca de companheiros de quarto no hotel.

Trata-se de uma maneira bem descontraida para
termos contato com participantes de outros paises.

Se me perguntarem o que carece no Tour, diria
que gostaria de ouvir histérias sobre culto aos
antepassados, oratérios como fotome e 0s
numerosos locais para preces, denominados Utaki.
No Brasil, apesar de haver nisseis e sanseis com
totomes em suas casas, a maioria anda vacilante
quanto aos rituais religiosos .

Como nikkei, desde ji4 manifesto minhas
intengdes em empenharme ao maximo para a
continuidade das tradiges da cultura de Okinawa.
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Informe del Junior Study Tour 2004

Miércoles 21 de julio

Por la manana, la primera actividad con la que
empezariamos el vigje de estudios fue una reunion
con el Prefecto de Okinawa, sefior Keiichi Inamine,
a quien los becarios y acompafiantes presentamos
nuestros saludos. De igual forma, tuvimos un
encuentro con los funcionarios del Bunka Koryu
Center, el sefior Eishin Chinen, y el sefior
Katsumori Uema. También estuvieron presentes
en este primer encuentro la sefiora Yoneko Tamaki,
de la Okinawa Association of Convention Services
Providers, y la seforita Diana Emi Kinjo,
coordinadora del Departamento de Cultura y
Asuntos Ambientales de la Prefectura que fomenta
esta beca para jovenes descendientes okinawenses
en el exterior.

Los participantes de esta beca Junior Study Tour; de
diversos paises, también saludaron a las
autoridades mencionadas; en particular, hay que
subrayar que la delegacion boliviana tuvo ocasion
de resaltar que en este ano se celebran los 50 anos
de la llegada de los primeros okinawenses en
Bolivia.

En el cuarto piso de la Prefectura, todos recibimos
una charla de orientacién respecto del Junior Study
Tour, y también los saludos del staff encargado de
este programa. Fue en esta ocasiéon que cada uno
de los becarios se presentd ante todos los
participantes y organizadores.

Mas tarde, en la plaza de la Prefectura, se hizo una
ceremonia; luego todos nos tomamos la foto de
recuerdo y almorzamos.
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Por la tarde, iniciamos el programa con la primera
sesion de Estudio Social: visitamos una fabrica de
awamorti, donde apreciamos cOmo se prepara este
tradicional licor, qué tipo de arroz se utiliza, y otras
explicaciones relacionadas con su fabricacion.
Posteriormente visitamos una planta de fabricacién
de sal, donde se apreci6 su elaboraciéon. Esta visita
fue ocasién para explicar el modo de fabricacion de
la sal en el Pert, como se obtiene.

Al término de esta primera sesién de estudio, nos
trasladamos al Hotel Wel Sunpia Okinawa (ubicado
en el distrito de Sashiki) donde nos hospedariamos;
asi se dio inicio al intercambio entre los jovenes, a
quienes aprecié comunicandose en inglés.

Se realizaron diferentes juegos para integrar a los
muchachos, en ese momento todos formaron un
circulo. Era un ambiente de mucha alegria. Luego
hubo un baile y se unieron como si fueran de un
mismo pais. Cada muchacho participante demostrd
alguna habilidad o talento artistico: Erick y Joana,
los muchachos peruanos cantaron Ichariba Choode,
y todos aplaudieron mucho. Ese dia finalizé con una
cena que reunio a todos.

Jueves 22 de julio

Muy temprano al amanecer, una vista muy
hermosa capturd mi atencion: el sol del amanecer
estaba de un color rojo muy encendido, que
adornaba el panorama increiblemente.

En este segundo dia, las actividades se realizaron
en el distrito de Onna. Estaba programada una
demostracion de artes tradicionales: sanshin, buyoo,
karate, etc. Cada uno de los jovenes participantes
tenia que escoger alguna de estas; los chicos
peruanos eligieron el primero, sanshin o shamisen.
Durante dos horas pudieron practicarlo; hay
quienes pensaron que seria dificil, pero muchos
lograron aprenderlo y otros perfeccionarlo si ya lo
conocian. Con alegria, enseguida, dijeron que al
regreso a su pais continuarian con la practica y la
difusién de estas artes.
Posteriormente, en el almuerzo, sirvieron
asasomern;, quizas muchos por primera vez
disfrutaron de estos fideos de Okinawa. Lo cierto
es que notamos alegria y expectativa al servirse.
Luego nos dirigimos al distrito de Motobu; en el
trayecto, los chicos pudieron nadar en el mar de
Motobu y disfrutar de sus aguas transparentes.
Enseguida tocaba el Estudio sobre la naturaleza.
Cerca del hotel donde nos hospedariamos, el Marine
Piazza (Motobu), en el pueblo de Shinzato, nos

adentramos en un bosque. Nos explicaron sobre el
muchigasa, en el que aprendimos mucho sobre su
composicién natural, y no sintética o quimica, lo
cual nos sorprendié gratamenteTambién nos
explicaron acerca del arbol Yuuna, y sobre los usos
en el pasado de las hojas de este arbol.

En el bosque, adentrandonos en su oscuridad,
llegamos hasta una cueva. En el camino, todos
temian por si apareceria alguna culebra, y por eso
estdbamos un poco nerviosos. Si uno continta
caminando dentro de esa cueva, podia llegar hasta
el mar, nos comentaron. Ademis durante la
Segunda Guerra Mundial, esa cueva sirvid de
refugio, salvando la vida de muchas personas.
Viernes 23 de julio

Para este dia estaba programado otro Estudio sobre
la Naturaleza: visitamos el Ocean FExpo Park
Aquarium y observamos el Chura umi. Pudimos
apreciar la inmensa variedad de especies marinas
de Okinawa. Por primera vez vimos el jinbeizame,
una variedad de tiburén de 8 metros de largo.
También pudimos mostrar a los jovenes la variedad
de sango o formaciones de coral, que fue muy grato
a la vista. Aproveché este tema para comentarles
que las islas de Okinawa son de naturaleza coral, y
que se dice que en territorios de formacién coralina
no hay temblores.

Luego del almuerzo, los jévenes pudieron practicar
algunos deportes marinos, y experimentaron
embarcarse en el Banana Boat y en el sabani, tipo
de bote tradicional a remos.

La cena de esa noche fue parrillada, en la cual todos
apoyaron: algunos hicieron onzgirz, otros lavaban y
tenian listas las verduras y otros pusieron la mesa.
Solo la carne estaba preparada y lista para ser
cocida, pero en el resto, todos participaron
activamente. Asimismo, luego todos pudieron
apreciar la preparacion del tofiyiru.

Posteriormente se organizaron diversas actividades
como juegos y canciones grupales, con el fin de

integrar a los jévenes y pasar momentos
inolvidables, de modo que regresen a sus paises con
entusiasmo para difundir y compartir las
experiencias vividas y la cultura okinawense.
Sabado 24 de julio

Estudio sobre la paz: en el Museo Conmemorativo
de la Paz, en la ciudad de Itoman, los jovenes
escucharon de un sobreviviente de la guerra su
triste relato; fue un testimonio valioso en un dia
donde los participantes pudieron apreciar, por
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medio del museo, diversos momentos de la guerra
en la que se enfrent6 el Japon, y de la cual Okinawa
fue uno de los tragicos escenarios.

Todos los participantes se conmovieron mucho,
rezaron y reafirmaron su conviceién por la paz y un
mundo sin guerras. Imaginé que los muchachos, tan
jovenes todos, posiblemente tuvieron un fuerte
shock al ver y escuchar acerca del triste episodio de
la guerra.

En la noche, el famoso Kinken Band puso la nota
musical mientras cenabamos; acabada la comida,
todos nos tomamos fotos con el célebre grupo
musical Okinawense.

Domingo 25 de julio

Para este dia estaba programada la visita al
Castillo de Shuri, emblema de las islas Ryukyu.
Después de la foto de rigor en el Shurer no mon, los
encargados explicaron el significado de Shurer en
Okinawa. Fue para todos los jovenes una
oportunidad tUnica en la que pudieron conocer y
disfrutar de la cultura Okinawense en un modo que
sus padres o abuelos okinawenses no pudieron.
Durante el almuerzo, todos disfrutamos de comida
tipica de Okinawa y de su delicioso soba. También
hubo una demostracion del arte del Bingata, que es
una técnica de tenido de telas, y juegos relacionados
a su realizacién.

Lunes 26 de julio

Este dia fue dedicado a otro Estudio Social.
Recorrimos la avenida principal de Naha, el
emblematico Kokusar Doori, organizados en grupos.
Luego, visitamos el Museo Tsuboya, especializado
en ceramica. En el plan del dia estaba recorrer los
mercados del Kokusai Doori, en donde apreciamos
productos tradicionales y los ingredientes
principales de los platos mas representativos de la
cocina Okinawense: gooya, la cabeza de cerdo, el
mimiga, y la variedad de pescados, asi como los
saataa andaagi. los chicos se contentaron al
degustar el sabor de estos productos. Joana, la
becaria peruana, se animé a decirle en
uchinaaguchi a una sefora: “Ippel masaibin,
obaachan!"” (sefora, muy rico!!). Antes de acabar
esta visita, en el segundo piso del mercado,
almorzamos comidas tipicas.

Al regreso, se dividi6 a los participantes en varios
grupos para discutir acerca de temas relacionados
con la cultura Okinawense y las de los paises de los
ideas e

becarios, y también intercambiar

impresiones. Al dia siguiente los participantes

tendrian que preparar una exposicion.

Los jovenes becarios fueron entrevistados por la
television de Okinawa, y se trat6 acerca del
contraste entre la Okinawa contada por los abuelos,
que emigraron a los distintos paises de donde son
los becarios, y la Okinawa vista y experimentada
por todos estos muchachos. Los jovenes coincidieron
en la opinién de que ambas Okinawas eran, a sus
ojos, muy distintas. Ellos tenian en su mente las
historias de una Okinawa muy pobre y rural, y
ademas, de un territorio tomado como campo de
guerra.

Como luego habia una reunién en la sede de la
Prefectura, todos los participantes nos dirigimos del
mercado hasta alla a pie. Una vez alli, se realizaron
discursos de despedida y los saludos de rigor, antes
de que los muchachos empiecen su Aomestay.
Martes 27 de julio.

En el restaurante Matsu no shita se realizd6 una
fiesta de despedida o wakare party. Fue la ocasién
para que los muchachos demuestren a las familias
que los acogeran en el homestay lo aprendido o
practicado en el segundo dia de actividades, las
diferentes artes tradicionales de Okinawa. Los
integrantes de las familias huéspedes que asistieron
quedaron gratamente sorprendidos y contentos con
los diversos niimeros que presenciaron; ademas, los
argentinos bailaron un tango, los peruanos, una
marinera, etc.

Mi impresion de los dias 21 al 27

La organizacién y el plan de actividades, preparados
por el personal de la Prefectura de Okinawa me
parecié sinceramente maravilloso, emotivo e
Habiendo

momentos con los chicos, y mirandolos interactuar y

impresionante. compartido tantos
experimentar todo lo vivido, me quede con la idea de
que como el idioma inglés es una “lengua de
tener

intercambio”’, ha sido 1til para ellos

conocimiento de la misma. Sin embargo, me
gustaria ver en el futuro que los jévenes becarios se
comuniquen en japonés, aunque sea en un nivel
oral basico, de manera que puedan sostener
pequenas conversaciones.

A los chicos que tuve el gusto de acompanar, me
gustaria decirles que siempre lleven en sus
corazones y en sus memorias esa luz que, en
conjunto, encendimos todos aquella noche en la
playa.
carino y respeto por la tierra de sus abuelos, y que

Que conserven esa luz y que alumbre el

también sirva para iluminar el futuro camino que
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otros jovenes descendientes recorreran hacia
Okinawa.

Me alegro mucho saber que el viaje estimulé a Erick,
quien prometié que en el futuro estudiara nihongo.
A las autoridades y funcionarios de la Prefectura de
Okinawa les expreso mi profundo agradecimiento y
admiraciéon por la planificaciéon y organizacién
exitosa de este programa de becas para los mas
jovenes. KEstoy segura de que esta inolvidable
experiencia ha servido para que los jévenes de
origen Okinawense de distintos lugares del mundo
se reencuentren con sus raices y su cultura, y que la
conservaran y difundiran en sus paises de origen.
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