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Junior Study Tour 2005 Schedule

relatives or friends)

(Naha Citv)

(Onna Village)

(Onna Village)

(Naha City)

(Naha Citv)

S Do July 21 (Thu) July 22 (Fri) July 23 (Sat) July 24 (Sun) July 25 (Mon) July 26 (Tue) July 27 (Wed) July 28 (Thu)- July 29 (Fr)
6:00 . . . .
6:30 Wake~up time 6:30 Wake-up time 6:30 Wake-up time 8:30 Wake—up time
7:00 7:00 Breakfast 7:00 Wake—up time 7:00 Breakfast 7:00 Breakfast 7:00 Breakfast
i Arrival in Okinawa
8:00 Departure 8:00 Breakfast 8:30 Departure 8:10 Departure 8:00 Departure 28-Jul 8:35 JAL1900
8:00
8:50 Arrival at Shuri-jo Castle UK
9:00 21-Jul 9:00 JTA600 9:00 Departure 9:00 Arrival at Onna 9:00 History Study Peace Study % 7
) Ishigaki Nature Study Village Community Center Lecture 9:00 Arrival at Peace 28-Jul 9:50 JTA182
(Marine Tour 1) Culture Study (Traditional Memorial Museum Peru
Assembly in Okinawa Nature Study(Mountain Tour) [10:00 Ocean Expo Park Performing Arts Class) Shuri-jo Castle Study Tour 9:15 Lecture 28-Jul 10:05 ANA1732
10:00 Prefectural 10:30 Arrival/ Lecture Auari Sanshin,Ryukyuan Dance.Eisa |Tamaudun and Museum Tour ~Cornerstone of USA Canad
BuildingDistribution of t- “Trekking in the Great Hiji Falls” [/*a4a"1um Experience Sonohyan-utaki-ishimon Peace~Strol | in the park @ e
11:00 Welcome Ceremony m
11:00
11:256 Commemorative photo 11:30 Lunch 11:30 Lunch
A\
T 19-Jul 12:15 PR428 12:00 Lunch 12:00 Lunch @} 28-Jul 12:30 JAL1906
' Philippines 12:30 Lunch 12:20 Departure 12:30 Lunch 12:20 Departure Brazil Argentina Bolivia
13:00 Departure Nature Study Social Study 13:30 Departure 28-Jul 13:45 JTA213
(Marine Tour 2) 13:30 Arrival at entrance of ) Kume
13:00 g . . i . 13:30 Orientation in Sea Culture Study (Traditional Market Place Social Study A
13:30 Orientation 13:30 Sabani (Okinawan s e N .
o Desalination Facility of Chatan |Craftwork Class) (Knowing about the Okinawan
traditional boat) f i
lifestyle)
| el LR TR 14:00 Okinawa Craftwork VTR ‘ 28-Jul 14:45 JTAG13
Introduction
14:00 * Group and Group Leader 14:30 Departure !é)l(hibitiF(:nt:!aH 'I;_our**Rs:ukyuan Ishigaki
Assignments;, Room 14:30 End of Trekking ass, Pottery, Lacquer-ware |y, yet Place Stroll
All N Shuri-ori weaving, Bingata
ocations Social/ History Study dyeing Craftwork
15:00 Participants’ 15:00 Head to Pension Carolina 15:00 Workshop
introduction of their (Study of Okinawa’s Migration
15:00 countries History)
at JICA Okinawa International |16:30 Traditional Craftwork
Center Class
Bingata, Ryukyu Lacquer-ware [16:00 Walk on Kokusai-dori 16:00 Assemble
20-Jul 16:25 JTA518 Craftwork Experience Street ~Back to the Prefectural 28-Jul 16:30 JTA547
16:00 Building
Miyako 16:30 Head back to Pension Miyako
17:00 Language Exchange 1700 Check-in at Pension 17:00 Participants will be 17:20 Study Presentation y
Carolina dismissed and will each go to their| 29-Jul 17:00 PR429
17:00 host family Philippines
17:30 Back in Pension Carolina
Campfire Preparations BBQ 18:00 Departure 18:20 Speech
Exchange Program N
18:00 Preparations "
(Ice Breaker) Dinner 18:30 Dinner 18:30 Dinner 18:30 Dinner g
Il ¥ .
20-Jul 19:30 JTA222  [19:00 Welcome Party 19:00 Campfire » 18:00 Closing Ceremony
19:00 19:30 Exchange Program 19:30 Head back to Hotel ~ |19:30 Head back to Hotel o
Kume * Plamed by Participants | Farewell Party
-
20:15 End of Welcome Party 20:15 Back in Hotel 20:00 Orientation for i s
14-Jul 21:00 ANA1737 20:30 End of Campfire 20:30 End of Exchange Program tomorrow's Market Place Stroll S |
20:00 Sl
-
20:30 Group/ Leader 20:30 Leader Meeting . 1
USA.Canada Meeting & L 7
14-dul 21:45 JTA189 21:00 Staff Meeting 21:00 Leader Meeting 21:00 Leader Meeting 21:00 Leader Meeting 21:00 Leader Meeting 5 : 21:00 End of Party
21:00 b (including escorting staff (including escorting staff (including escorting staff (including escorting staff ™
eru,UK i
members) members) members) members) &4 -
22:00 [137Jul 22:10 JAL1935  |Bedtime Bedtime Bedtime Bedtime Bedtime .
Brazil Argentina,Bolivia
Lodging Homestay (with Rainbow Hotel Pension Carolina Pension Carolina Rainbow Hotel Rainbow Hotel Homestay (with relatives) Homestay (with relatives)
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Programa Junior Study Tour 2005

22:00

Estadia

Brazil Argentina,Bolivia

13/Julio 22:10 JAL1935

22:00 Hora de dormir

de los guias
22:00 Hora de dormir

de los guias
22:00 Hora de dormir

de los guias
22:00 Hora de dormir |22:00 Hora de dormir

2031%&:::2:;) | 21de Julio (J ueves) | 22de Julio(Viernes) | 23 de Julio (Sibado) ?Soﬁi;g;; 25 de Julio (Lunes) 26 de Julio (Martes) &1:;‘1‘:(; zgii(lil(l\e/‘:::,), es)
6:00 Arribo a Okinawa 6:30 Levantarse 6230 Levantarse 6:30 Levantarse 6:30 Levantarse Los particip
7:00 7:00 Desayuno 7:00 Levantarse 7:00 Desayuno 7:00 Desayuno 7:00 Desayuno regresan a sus paises
8:00 8:00 Partida 8:00 Desayuno 8:30 Partida 8:10 Partida 8:00 Partida
! 8:50 Llegada al Castillo ! 28/Julio 8:35 JAL1900
Syuri Estudio sobre la Paz UK
9:00 21/Julio 9:00 JTA600 \L 9:00 Partida 9:00 Taller Onnason 9:00 Est. de Historia 9:00 Llegada al Museo
’ [shigaki Est.sobre la Naturaleza | Practica de Artes Previa explicacién |Conmemorativo de la Paz % 28/Julio 9:50 JTA182
Reunién en la Est. sobre la (Elmar 1) | Tradicionales Visita al Castillo 9:15 Previa explicacién @ Peru
10:00 Prefect. Naturaleza (montaia) {10:00 Ocean expo Park OSanshin Syuri, Tamaudoun y Visita al museo, lapida, Py 28/Julio 10:05 ANA1732
Entregade 10:30 Llegada "Acuario Chura Umi"| ORyukyu Buyo Sonohianutakiishimon parque USA Canada
material y polo | Previa explicacién (Baile Ryukyu) f w‘
11:00 11:00 Bienvenida Caminata “Hijiootaki” OEisa L .
11:25 Foto Conme- 11:30 Almuerzo 11:30 Almuerzo L2 -d.
morativa v—ll?- s
12:00 |19/Julio 12:15 PR428 | 12:00 Almuerzo 12:00 Almuerzo i 28/Julio 12:30 JAL1906
Philippines 12:30 Almuerzo 12:20 Traslado 12:30 Almuerzo 12:20 Partida F ] Brazil Argentina,Bolivia
! [
13200 13:00 Partida Est. sobre la Naturaleza | Estudio Social il
13:30 Orientacién (El mar 2) 13:30 Visita a "las ins® 13:30 Partida 13:30 Llegada al mercado T - 28/Julio 1345 JTA213
13:30 Practica de talacién de agua dulce'Artesania Tradicional (Contacto directo con la | Kume
14:00 14:00 Presentacién remo en bote(sabani) | de"Chatanchou” 14:00 Video vida en Okinawa) -
,personal por paises [14:30 Término de la 14:30 Traslado Exhibicién de vidrieria, 28/Julio 14:45 JTA613
Division grupal/li Ishigaki
deres/ Distrib. de caminata Est. de Historia ceramica, laqueado, R .
el ecorrido por el mercado
15:00 ;z ‘SI(LZZesentacwn 15:00 Camino a la 15:00 "Taller" textileria y bingata
pensién (Reflexi6én sobre 15:30 Practica de Kokusai douri, Prefectura
la Hist. de la Bingata, laqueado,
16:00 20/Julio 16:25 JTA518 \L Emigracién textileria 16:00 Reunién
Miyako 16:30 Camino a la Okinawense) 28/Julio 16:30 JTA547
pension En el Centro Internac Miyako
17:00 ¥ Bstudio de saludos en [17:00 Llegada de JICA en Okinawa 17:00 Los participantes |17:20 Resultados 29/ Julio 17:00 PR429
los otros idiomas Preparativos para la [17:30 Llegada parten de la Prefectura a |de lo aprendido y Philippines
fogata ala casa anfitriona. vivido en este
18:00 Integracién Preparativos para la 18:00 Partida JST 2005
(para romper el hielo) parrillada 18:30 Cena 18:30 Cena 18:30 Cena . 1820 Discurso
Cena r i
19:00 20/Julio 19:30 JTA222 19-00 Fiesta de 19:00 Fogata e = 19:00 Clausura
Kume Bienvenida (Hasta las 20:30) [19:30 Integracién 19:30 Traslado al 19:30 Traslado al hotel | e 4 Fiesta de despedida
*Proyecto libre hotel [ ﬁ
20:00 14/Julio 21:00 ANA1737/20:15 Término de de los participantes 20:15 Llegada 20:00 Orientacién sobre ek 3
USA Canada 20:30 Reunién de (Hasta las 20:30) la visita al mercado 4 =
& Reunidn de 1i 20:30 Reunién de 1i S i
21:00 14/Julio 21:45 JTA189 21:00 Reunion de gui |[21:00 Reunién de 21:00 Reunién de 21:00 Reunién de 21:00 Reunién de li S 21:00 Separacién
N . . ~z . ~ . ~z il . ]
Peru,UK organizadores |lideres *en compaiiia lideres *en companiia lideres *en compaiiia | *en compaiiia de los guias e '_r

Estadia con
parientes de
Okinawa

Hotel Rainbow
(ciudad Naha)

Pensién Caroline
(pueblo Onna)

Pensién Caroline
(pueblo Onna)

Hotel Rainbow
(ciudad Naha)

Hotel Rainbow
(ciudad Naha)

Okinawa

Estadia con parientes de

Estadia con parientes
de Okinawa
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Junior Study Tour 2005

Programa

13(qua)-

! 28(qui)-29Julho(sex)

21/Julho (qui) 22/Julho (sex) 23/Julho (sab) 24/Julho (dom) 25/Julho (seg) 26/Julho (ter) 27/Julho (qua)
20Julho(qua)
6:00 Chegada em 06:30 Despertar 06:30 Despertar 06:30 Despertar 06:30 Despertar Retorno ao pais de origem
Okinawa
7:00 07:00 Café 07:00 Despertar 07:00 Cafié 07:00 Café 07:00 Café
08:10 Partida %
8:00 08:00 Partida 08:00 Café 08:30 Partida 08:45 Chegada ao Castelo de |08:00 Partida ! 28/Julho 835 JAL1900
Shuri m UK
21/Julho 9:00 JTA600] Estudos de Historia Estudos da Paz
. — . . 09:00 Chegada ao Community . . . “ '
9:00 |Ishigaki 09:00 Partida Center, Vila de Onna 09:00 Palestra 09:00 Memorial da Paz 28/Julho 9:50 JTA182
09:15 Palestra I|r| ., Peru
i v
o 10:00 Concentracao na Sede do Estudos da Natureza Estudos da Natureza g:;::z:crrl:::all‘s&l e Biea Visita as instalacoes do ! nl ﬁi/:lélhu d10.05 ANA1732
: Governo da Provincia » Ryuky 4 - . Memorial - »anaca
Visita ao Castelo de Shuri e
11:00 Ceri ia de R 10:30 Trekking 10:00 Aquario Churaumi Arredores =
11:00 M o 11:30 Almoco 11:30 Almoco -
11:25 Fotografia !ﬁ'
19/Julho  12:15 PR428 =] ‘
12:00 |Philippines 12:00 Almoco 12:00 Almoco 12:30 Almoco 12:20 Deslocamento 12:30 Almoco 12:20 Partida g - 28/Julho 12:30 JAL1906
ll'll. I- Brazil Argentina,Bolivia
13:00 Partida da Sede Estudos da Natureza Estudos Sociais 13 30 Chegada ao Machiguwa
13:00 13:30 Orientacao 13:30 Visitaa Usina de 13:30 Partida Estudos Sociais - Conhecendo o 28/Julho 13:45 JTA213
. . . Dessalinizacao em Chatan estilo de vida de Okinawa Kume
14 UV Apresentacao aos 14:30 Fim do Trekking Estudos de Cultura
. participantes, escolha de p ) L .
14:00 Idiereale divisas de|quartos e 13:30 Sabani 14:30 Deslocamento para JICA 14~90 Video sobre. as artes de 28/AJuIl!o 14:45 JTA613
Okinawa e Exposicao . X Ishigaki
EO-O- Estudos Sociai 'Visita por Machiguwa
| i 4 d I 15:30 Atividades com Artes
ntrodugo de Tradicionais de Okinawa
cada pals 15:00 Deslocamento a Pensao . . L
20/Julho 16:25 JTAS518 15:00 Workshop! Analisand Avenida Internacional e 16:00 Atividades
16:00 [Miyako 16 30 Deslocamento a Pensao | - ' 0rXS1oP- Analisando a deslocamento para a Sede do 28/Julho 16:30 JTA547
Historia da Imigracao de . . . )
Okinawa Pintura em estilo Bingata, Governo Miyako
. 17:00 Chegada a Pensao Ceramica e Tecidos 17:00 Dispersao na Sede do 29/Julho 17:00 PR429
17:00 [estudodosidiomas dos 17:30 Chegada a Pensao Governo 17:20 Divul; dos Relatorios |Philippi
. participantes Preparativos para o Camp Fire B " irgacag dgsesatorios lippines
Deslocamento Homestay
18:00 Partida
. Programa de Intercambio Preparativos Churrasco e . d .
18:00 (Icebreak) Refeicao 18:30 Jantar 18:30 Jantar 18:30 Jantar : 18:20 Debate
-
20/Julho 19:30 JTA222 19:30 Intercambio (conforme 19:30 Deslocamento para o L 2 19:00 Festa de Despedida
19:00 |Kume 19:00 Festa de Boas-Vindas 19:00 Inicio do Camp Fire planejamento dos Ho‘tel P 19:30 Deslocamento ao Hotel | ?
participantes) -i-
2015 Fim da Festa de Boas'Vindas 20:00 Orientacao A 5, 4
20:00 |14/dulho 21:00 ANA1737 |20:30 Reuniaode Grupo e de 20:30 Encerramento Camp Fire|20:30 Encerramento 20:15 Chegada ao Hotel . . . -
Lideres 20:30 Reuniao de Lideres N =
USA,Canada wCaliol] ™
: g ;
. 21500 Beumao Rt 21:00 Reuniao de Lideres e 21:00 Reuniao de Lideres e 21:00 Reuniao de Lideres e 21:00 Reuniao de Lideres e . ELO0RacesramentolCeral
21:00 |14/Julho 21:45 JTA189|organizadores e a
Acompanhantes Acompanhantes Acompanhantes Acompanhantes 2 I-
Peru,UK acompanhantes
13/Juiho 22:10 JAL1935
22:00 |Brazil Argentina,Bolivia Apagar luzes Apagar luzes Apagar luzes Apagar luzes Apagar luzes
Hospe- | Estada na casa Pension Carolina (Onna) Hotel Rainbow (Naha) Hotel Rainbow (Naha) Estada na casa anfitria Estada na casa anfitria

dagem

anfitria

Hotel Rainbow (Naha)

Pension Carolina (Onna)
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Quando fui fazer a prova, uma parte testava os
conhecimentos da lingua japonesa e eu tive certeza
que nao passaria porque nao s6 tenho o basico de
japones e sai da prova muito triste, ao sair o
resultado nao me escolheram mas depois de uns
dias tefelonaram dizendo que eu ia no lugar de um
pessoa e eu fiquei muito emocionada.

FAltando uma semana comecei a sentir medo de
como seria se eu nao falava japones, se a familia ia
gostar de mim e se iria conseguir fazer novas
amizades.No avido, o medo e a expectativa cresciam
juntos em quase dois dias de espera.

Ao chegar em Naha a primeira sensacao que senti
foi o calor e ao ver minhas primas fiquei nervosa,
mas ao contrario do que pensava, minha familia foi
muito receptiva, cuidaram e se preocuparam
bastante comigo.TIve a felicidade de conhecer
primos, avés que eu nunca imaginei em ver, visitei o
cemitério da familia, a casa onde meu av;o nasceu
( nao pude conhecelo porque morreu antes de eu
nascer) e vi fotos do meu pai e tios que no Brasil nao
tinham fotos deles pequenose pude aprender muito
sobre a historia da minha familia que tem mais de
séculos.

E finalmente o tdo esperado STudy Tourno
primeiro dia achei que estavam todos
envergonhados, mas ao longo da semana descobri
que ali haviam pessoas muits especiais e de bom



coracao e que fiz amigos de verdade que eu vou
lembrar  eternamente.Mesmo tendo alguns
costumes e linguas diferentes percebi que no fundo
somos iguais, com as mesmas histérias de
imigrantes que sairam em busca de uma vida
melhora para sua familia e que todos temos as
mesmas raizes, vindos de Okinawa.

Além de tudo, pude conhecer mais sobre a
histdria, cultura e dia-a-dia do povo de Okinawa e o
que eu mais gostei foi 0 buyo, museu do cemiterio da
paz e os trabalhos manuais tipicos de Okinawa.

Quero agradecer o Kenjinkai do Brasil( pr ter me
escolhido como representante do Brasil), ao Governo
de Okinawa e dizer que foi 0 momento mais
inesquecivel e emocionante da minha vida, talvez
nao tenha outra oportunidade como esta, mas
nunca vou esquecer as amizades que fiz, tudo oque
eu vivi e aprendi mas principalmente levarei comigo
sempre a bondade, amor e calor humano que recebi
da minha familia, dos meus amigos e de todo os
okinawanos.

Obrigado, gracias, thank you, arigatou
gosaimashita.
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Relatorio Junior Study Tour - 2005

Meu nome é Beatriz Akiko Miyashiro e nasci em
Araraquara, no estado de Sdo Paulo, no Brasil, onde
resido atualmente.

No periodo de 13 a 28 de julho, participei do 17°
Junior Study Tour e, para mim, foi uma viagem
maravilhosa e inesquecivel.

Chegando em Okinawa, fiz homestay na casa dos
meus parentes que pela primeira vez tinha
encontrado. Toda a familia é muito acolhedora e me
recebeu de coragdo aberto, de forma que todas as
minhas preocupagoes foram desaparecendo e me
senti muito bem.

Todos os dias, a familia me levava para conhecer
Okinawa e, vendo com meus proprios olhos e
ouvindo com meus proprios ouvidos, cada vez mais
conhecia as maravilhas de Okinawa. Também fui ao
timulo dos meus antepassados e acendi incenso no
oratério(butsudan) em nome da minha avé, ocasifo
em que fiquei muito emocionada.

Apbs uma semana, encontrei pela primeira vez os
participantes do programa na Sede do Governo da
Provincia em Naha. L4, o Governador Inamine nos
recebeu, dando as boas vindas, desejando que todos
aproveitassem bastante a sua estada em Okinawa.
Depois, nés fomos para o hotel onde houve a
apresentacio dos participantes oriundos dos EUA,
Canada, Peru, Argentina, Filipinas, Inglaterra,
Okinawa e Brasil, além da apresentacido de cada
pais onde foram mostradas imagens pelo
computador sobre a histéria, a cultura e a economia
dos paises. E, como ndo tinha um conhecimento
aprofundado sobre estes outros paises, foi de grande
valia para mim.

No comego, fui a Yanbaru, cuja natureza
magnifica tem uma tal harmonia com o rio e a
floresta que me deixou encantada. E ainda, quando
vi 0s magnificos peixes, corais e estrelas-do-mar do
com vontade de

Churaumi fiquei

mostra-los ao pessoal do Brasil.

Aquario

Quando fui visitar o Castelo de Shuri, fiquei

muito impressionada quando senti toda a
majestade do Castelo demonstrada, entre outras
coisas, pela coroa do rei e pela harmonia perfeita de
toda a decorag¢dao do lugar que impunha respeito.
Mesmo contando para outras pessoas que nao
visitaram o Castelo, elas nio conseguiriam sentir a
alegria e a satisfagio que senti naquele lugar.

Ao visitar o Memorial da Paz, realmente senti

que a guerra nio pode acontecer de jeito nenhum,
principalmente quando vi as varias reliquias da
guerra, expostas em caixas de vidro; imagens de
bombardeio que passavam na televisio e os nomes
dos que tombaram na guerra talhados nas lapides.
E quando vejo os terroristas do Iraque e os
atentados de Londres, esse sentimento de nao
deixar a guerra nunca acontecer se torna mais forte
ainda. E para nao deixar esse sentimento ser
esquecido, todos devem de qualquer jeito preservar
apaz.

Também houve um dia em que fui 4 praia de
Okinawa cujas aguas s3o limpidas e transparentes
e senti uma felicidade que s6 eu posso entender. Isso
porque eu nunca tinha visto o mar e, quando entrei
no mar, foi um sentimento inexplicavel. Agora,
todas as vezes que tiver a oportunidade de ir a praia,
vou me lembrar daquela sensagdo maravilhosa.

Desde crianga, gosto muito de dancar buyo e o
faco até hoje. Em Okinawa, aprendi a dangar
Hamachidori e foi bem legal aprofundar meus
conhecimentos. De agora em diante, pretendo me
esforcar para continuar com as minhas aulas de
buyo.

Ao retornar de Okinawa, senti muito orgulho de
ser uchinanchu e agora pretendo estudar japonés
com mais afinco para voltar a Okinawa como
estudante bolsista, apds concluir os estudos
universitarios.

Finalmente, agradego de coragdo ao Senhor
Governador Inamine, a todos os organizadores, as
minhas amigas de quarto, aos voluntarios que nos
divertiram, aos meus parentes Sr. Guiko Yamada e
familia., a diretoria da Associagio Okinawa Kenjin
do Brasil, ao Sr. Matsudo que nos acompanhou até
Okinawa e, também, a Associagdo Okinawa de
Araraquara.

Meus sinceros agradecimentos, especialmente, a
minha avo, tio e tia Touma e & minha mée que me
incentivaram bastante para participar do Janior
Study Tour.
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Essa frase descreve bem o que eu senti quando
cheguei em Okinawa, um sonho que se tornou
realidade. Primeiramente eu gostaria de agradecer
a todas as pessoas que tornaram esse sonho possivel,
ao governo de Okinawa, a Associacio Okinawa
Kenjin do Brasil e todos aqueles que de alguma
forma me ajudaram durante todo esse tempo em
que eu tentava realizar esse sonho, afinal foram 2
tentativas até conseguir, muito obrigado.

Chegando em Okinawa eu conheci muitos
parentes que eu nunca imaginei que seria capaz de
um dia conhecer, e isso foi uma experiéncia muito
boa, pois eles eram exatamente como eu esperava
que fossem, um povo receptivo, caloroso e atencioso,
e a ilha de Okinawa é realmente muito bonita,
muito mais do que eu esperava que fosse.

Atodos meus parentes, eu gostaria de dizer que foi
muito bom conhecellos e que agradego tudo que
fizeram por mim e pedir desculpas por todo trabalho
que causel.

O Junior Study Tour comegou com o0 nosso
encontro na sede do governo de Okinawa, onde
conhecemos um pouco mais sobre os paises dos
participantes e participamos de um programa para



integrar os membros do tour.

No dia seguinte seguimos para a regido de Hokubu
para realizar um trekking no parque Yanbaru, 14
aprendemos muito sobre a flora de Okinawa, como
a samambaia gigante que quando caem as folhas
antigas deixam marcas parecidas com dinheiro
antigo e onde se formou carvio mineral devido a
soterragdo de material vegetal. Durante a noite nés
fizemos o Camp Fire, onde realizamos uma gincana
entre as equipes, foi muito divertido, e depois
dangamos ao redor da fogueira, foi muito bom
porque conheci melhor o pessoal e ficamos amigos,
foi muito bom.

Também visitamos o Aquirio Churaumi, onde foi
possivel ver a variedade de fauna marinha de
Okinawa e também praticamos o Sabani, que era a
antiga maneira que os pescadores utilizavam para
se locomover no mar, foi muito interessante, sem
esquecer também as aulas de Ryukyu Buyo, Eisa e
Sanshin, sendo que eu optei por Eisa, foi muito boa
a aula, sendo uma pena que cada vez menos jovens
se interessam pelo Eisa. No periodo da tarde
visitamos a usina de dessaliniza¢do em Chatan, que
¢é a 2" maior do Japdo e uma das maiores do mundo.
Visitamos também o castelo de Shuri e tivemos uma
palestra no memorial da paz com um sobrevivente
da batalha de Okinawa, uma palestra que mostrou
bem o sofrimento pelo qual ele passou, algo muito
triste e assim aprendemos o verdadeiro significado
de uma guerra e todo sofrimento que ela causa.
Também participamos de um workshop que mostra
0 qudo sofrida foi a imigracdo de okinawanos pelo

mundo, como para o Brasil, Havai e para as
Filipinas.

Durante esse tour eu conheci muito sobre a cultura,
a historia e os habitos de Okinawa, mas
principalmente, fiz novos amigos que sempre vao
estar na minha memoria e dentro do meu coragéo,
pessoas especiais que surgiram na minha vida e que
marcaram para sempre a minha vida, pessoas
inesqueciveis como a Misaki senpai, Nana, Erina,
Shoko, Anna, Amina, Hikaru, Airi, Tasuku, Tadami,
Miyu, Chihiro, Toru, todo o pessoal do tour pois
mesmo nao escrevendo seus nomes aqui, seus
nomes estdo no meu coragdo. Pois mesmo sem eu
ser fluente em nihongo, vocés sempre tentaram me
entender e sempre conversaram comigo!!! Desculpe
se eu ndo estou escrevendo para vocés, mas é
porque eu perdi a lista de enderecos de vocés, entéo
por favor me escrevam, hein!!! Mesmo estando no
Brasil metade do meu coragdo ficou em Okinawa,
ficou com todos vocés, e com certeza algum dia, eu
vou voltar para juntar as duas metades e assim, um
dia nés vamos nos reencontrar e isso é uma

promessa que eu fago a todos vocés!!!
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2005 Junior Study Tour

Para mi ser participe de este maravilloso Junior
Study es una experiencia que jamas podré olvidar.
Pude comprobar y sentir por mi mismo la cultura de
Okinawa como también acercarme un poco a la
cultura de los integrantes de otros paises de este
tour.

A nuestro arribo a Okinawa desde las autoridades
de la Gobierno hasta los integrantes del staff se
esmeraron en atendernos maravillosamente y
para
profundamente. En mi caso especial fue una alegria

aprovecho la  ocasion agradecerles
doble, ya que en la estadia la pude pasar en la casa
de mi abuela a quien no veia hace mas de cuatro
anos.

Recuerdo el primer dia, el de la Recepcién de
Bienvenida, en la cual habia muchos nervios y
ansiedad. Nos repartieron unos lindos polos y luego
partimos al lobby principal del edificio de la
Prefectura para presentarnos frente al Gobernador
de Okinawa Ken, el Sefior Inamine. Luego nos
tomamos una foto grupal conmemorativa. Maés
tarde nos presentamos todos personalmente y luego,
cada pais hizo su presentacién. Asi, conocimos de
dénde provenian el resto de los integrantes y qué
costumbres tenian en su pais. Al finalizar, alumnos
de la Escuela Prepatoria Okinawa nos prepararon
juegos y bailes, que fueron de gran ayuda para que
todos nos integremos un poco mas y nos conozcamos
mejor. Al final del dia, tuvimos la Fiesta de
Bienvenida, en la cual cada uno prepard un niimero.
Mas alla de lo divertida que fue la fiesta, tuvimos
tiempo para poder conversar con los demas chicos.

El tour comenzd al dia siguiente, con una
caminata alrededor de las cataratas Hiji. Fue algo
extensa y el dia era muy caluroso, pero fue muy
interesante conocer mas acerca de la vegetacion de
la isla. Llegamos a las cataratas y nos tomamos
unas fotos. Es sorprendente cémo preservan la

naturaleza y el medio ambiente alli en Okinawa.
Alli nos ensefiaron a hacer unos silvatos para
llamar a las aves. Regresamos y partimos hacia la
pensién Carolina, en Onna, dentro de una zona muy
tranquila. Alli nos hospedariamos dos dias e hicimos
una parrillada con los chicos de la Escuela
Preparatoria de Okinawa, que mas tarde, nos
prepararon mas juegos. Luego, llegé el momento de
la fogata y bailamos y nos reimos sin parar hasta la
noche.

El tercer dia, visitamos el acuario Chura Umi, el
cual es reconocido mundialmente. Me asombro
muchisimo la cantidad de especies tan exéticas que
habitan el mar de Okinawa, y también la claridad
con la que se puede distinguir las especies. Fue
simplemente maravilloso. Mas tarde, practicamos
Sabani, que es como una especie de bote con remos
utilizado anteriormente por los antiguos pescadores
de la isla. Debo confesar que terminé cansadisimo,
pero la pase realmente bien. Después de un dia tan
largo, fuimos a la playa y tuvimos la suerte de
nadar en esas aguas tan hermosas y calmas. Esa
noche los muchachos nes hicieron un quiz acerca del
dialecto okinawense. Me sorprendié mucho el hecho
de que algunos chicos okinawenses no supieran
palabras como “warabi’, que muy frecuentemente
ola en mi casa.

Cuarto dia: Practica de artes en el Taller de
Onna-son. Nos dividimos en tres grupos: Sanshin,
Buyo y Eisa. Yo escogi Eisa. Realmente no tenia
nocién de lo complicado que era, pero fue divertido.
Tal vez, la actividad que méas disfruté. Después
visitamos la instalacion de agua dulce de
Chatanchou, la cual se ubica entre las 14 mas
grandes del mundo y provee agua potable a toda la
isla. Luego, llegamos al Centro Internacional de
JICA, donde reflexionamos acerca de la inmigracién
okinawense y aprendimos mucho de lo duro y
sacrificado que fue para nuestros antepasados
adaptarse a las nuevas culturas, y el apoyo
econémico que fueron luego de la Segunda Guerra
Mundial los inmigrantes.

El Castillo de Shuri fue sin dudas, lo mas
impactante de la cultura okinawense. Esta colosal
estructura remarca ain més el poder que tenian los
antiguos reyes dentro del Reino de Ryukyu. Se
podia apreciar claramente la influencia china en los
detalles del castillo. Después visitamos los antiguos
cementerios de Okinawa y, de qué manera se
sepultaban o cremaban los difuntos antiguamente.



Finalmente, realizamos artesanias tipicas de
Okinawa. Yo elegi laqueado porque queria saber
qué significado tienen los diversos adornos que hay
en mi casa.

El ultimo dia, el mas conmovedor de todos para
muchos, realizamos una visita al Museo
Conmemorativo de la Paz, construido en honor a la
tragica Batalla de Okinawa y el saldo negativo que
dejé ésta. Alli, un sefior nos relaté lo doloroso que
fue vivir durante la Batalla de Okinawa y peor aun,
cuando se tiene nada mas que quince anos. Lo
relatd de tal manera, con tanto dolor que, a méas de
uno, en los cuales me incluyo, se nos escaparon
algunas lagrimas. Todos sabiamos que la guerra no
era buena, pero no sablamos las crueles
consecuencias que dejaba en la gente y el infierno
Mas tarde,

recorrimos el Parque Conmemorativo de la Paz, en

que vivieron muchas personas.
el cual mas de 230.000 lapidas se levantaron en
honor a los caidos en la Batalla de Okinawa. El
mismo sefior nos guib a través de una caminata y
nos enseno los lugares donde la gente elegia
suicidarse antes que ser atrapados por manos
enemigas.

Nuestra ultima visita fue Kokusai Dori, mercado
fundado por mujeres mucho tiempo atras. Guiados
otra vez por los chicos de la Preparatoria,
recorrimos todo el mercado y vimos lo grande que es,
y como éste ha progresado.

El dltimo dia tuvimos el Sayonara Party,
recordaba el dia que hicimos tanto alboroto en el
hotel que el huésped del lado de nuestra habitacién
se fue a quejar. Cada uno recibié su diploma y relato
todo lo que aprendi6 en este gran tour. Mas tarde,
presentamos lo que habiamos aprendido en el Taller
de Onna-son, y cada uno presenté su namero. Por
altimo, cantamos todos juntos y abrazados Shima
Uta y mas de uno llord. Fue muy emotivo.

Al otro dia los chicos fueron al aeropuerto para
despedirnos. Ahi si me puse mal, especialmente al
ver a mi abuela llorando pidiéndome que volviera.
Creo que el viaje quedara en la memoria de todos y
que mi Unico suefio a partir de ahora es que algin
dia nos volvamos a encontrar, no importa el lugar.
He sacado muchas fotos, pero indudablemente, el
estar alli es realmente incomparable. Y lo que vivi
también.

Yo estoy profundamente agradecido en este tour
por haber conocido la cultura okinawense y ver con
mis propios ojos el lugar donde nacieron mis abuelos,
mi padre, por ende conocer mis raices. En el futuro
para tener una comunicacibn mas profunda con
Okinawa estoy convencido de que tengo que
perfeccionar el conocimiento del idioma japonés.

Y por ultimo, quisiera destacar mi profundo
agradecimiento al Gobernador y a las autoridades
de la Prefectura, a todos los integrantes del staff y a
los alumnos de la Escuela Prepartoria de Okinawa
y al Centro Okinawense en la Argentina, deseando

que este tour pueda seguir siendo experimentado
por muchos jévenes en el futuro.
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Palabras de agradecimiento

Gracias al JST pude aprender y disfrutar de la
cultura, costumbres y del home stay entre muchas
otras cosas.

Junto a mis compafieros de Bolivia, Argentina y
nuestra coordinadora, Fabiana Shinzato, arribamos
al aeropuerto de Naha el 13 de Julio de 2005. Es un
aeropuerto muy lindo e impecable, sorprendente por
su organizacién y seguridad.

Al alejarme de mi familia me senti un poco sola e
insegura, pero con muchisimas ansias, nervios y
ganas de encontrarme con mis tios, me recibieron
tan carifiosa y amablemente, que me hicieron sentir
muy acompanada.

Al ver que tienen avenidas magnificas, sin una
sola basura, me di cuenta de que todos sus
habitantes, unidos,
hermoso pais.

estan protegiendo a este

En el home stay, mis tios me llevaron a conocer
varios lugares, entre ellos me invitaron a almorzar
osoba y ademas prepararon una sopa especial de
calamares con tinta negra que estuvo riquisima!
Tanto que repeti el plato varias veces.

El dia 21 nos reunimos todos mis compaferos
tanto del exterior como los de Okinawa que
totalizabamos la cantidad de 36, a los que se
sumaban los coordinadores, la gente del staff y de la
Prefectura. “Todos eramos Uchinanchu!”

Saludamos al Gobernador Inamine y aunque en
ese momento estaba nerviosa y tensa, €l nos recibio



con una grata bienvenida, con halagos y palabras de
aliento. Ademas nos obsequiaron una remera
grabada con todos los paises participantes.

El dia 22 comenzamos con una caminata al Hijino
Ootaki. Una vegetacion que no se puede observar en
otros paises, el monte Manguropu... cuantos miles o
millones de anos tardaron en crecer, esta hermosa
naturaleza, las cascadas, las montanas, los rios, con
s6lo imaginarlo senti que el tiempo se detenia en ese
momento, de tanta belleza.

El dia 23 nos dirigimos al acuario “Chura Umi” y
pude conocer los diferentes peces que habitan en los
mares de Okinawa, algunos eran muy graciosos. Al
término de este recorrido nos dirigimos al mar. Fue
muy divertido porque tuvimos la oportunidad de
remar el sabani y mi papel fue llevar los platillos
para acompanar el ritmo de los remos. Ese mismo
dia fuimos a una playa y entramos al mar, ese mar
azul al que tanto desedbamos ir.

Visitamos la planta potabilizadora de agua, la
cual fue una visita muy interesante ya que sabemos
que todos los continentes estan rodeados de mares.

Historias y una cultura que debemos conocer de
este pais, el castillo de Shuri, con su hermoso color
del sol naciente y una arquitectura firme y maciza,
construccion de gran influencia China.

Muchas personas, militares que defendieron la
Patria perdiendo sus vidas por defenderla. Al ver
personas llorando frente a las lapidas, pensé que
jamas deberia volver a repetirse una guerra. La
Campana de la Paz deberia sonar por siempre en el
corazon de todos los seres del mundo.

“2005 JST”, gracias por darme la oportunidad de
participar en este evento, de haber aprendido y
disfrutar de muchas cosas muy muy interesantes e
importantes como hacer amistades con otros chicos
del mundo.

Para finalizar, quiero dirigirme a todos los
habitantes del pueblo de Okinawa: muchisimas
gracias por esta placentera estadia en esta hermosa
ciudad. Espero que nos recuerden como yo lo haré
cada uno de mis dias.
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JST 2005: Una experiencia inolvidable

Antes de partir a Okinawa, obviamente yo ya
tenia una visién positiva del viaje, no solo por mis
ganas de conocer Okinawa, a mis familiares y de
hacer nuevos amigos; sino también porque los ex
becarios siempre me contaban la linda experiencia
que vivieron alli. Sin embargo desde el instante en
que llegué a Okinawa me di cuenta de este viaje
seria mucho més de lo que yo me habia imaginado.

Tanto mis familiares como los organizadores del
Junior Study Tour (JST) nos dieron una calida
bienvenida, y eso fue una de las cosas que mas me
gustd de Okinawa: la calidez y amabilidad de los
okinawenses, ese carifio con el que te tratan, aun
sin conocerte. Desde el primer dia que pasé alla me
senti como en casa.

La primera semana nos debiamos quedar con

nuestros parientes. Yo me quedé con mi tia, la
hermana de mi oji y sus hijos, quienes siempre
estuvieron cuidandome y asegurandose de que me
sintiera comoda y de que no me faltara nada. Ellos
me llevaron a pasear, de compras, y a conocer a
todos mis demas familiares que viven alla. Me llevé
muy bien con mis primos y me diverti con ellos,
fuimos al bowling y hasta cante en el karaoke,
algo que ni siquiera aca en Perd he hecho. Disfrute
mucho el poder compartir esos dias con mis tios,
tuve la oportunidad de conocerlos y aprender sobre
sus costumbres y tradiciones.

El 21 de julio empezaba el programa del JST en si.
Ese dia conocimos a los 36 participantes, 19
okinawenses y 17 extranjeros, de 9 paises diferentes.
Al comienzo, a pesar de que todos teniamos muchas
ganes de conocernos, todavia se vela un poco de
timidez entre los participantes, incluyéndome a mi.
Pero muy rapidamente, gracias a las actividades de
integracion, todos fuimos venciendo esa timidez y
para el segundo dia ya conociamos a la mayoria de
los chicos y podiamos conversar con ellos e ir
conociéndolos mejor. Como en la noche del primer
dia, cuando se llevo a cabo la fiesta de bienvenida.
En esta realizamos bailes y juegos que nos
ayudaron a perder la verglienza y a desenvolvernos
mejor frente a los demas.

Las actividades y juegos del programa se
realizaban en japonés, y aunque no todos sabiamos
el idioma, esto no fue un impedimento para pasarla
bien. Ya que ademas de que contdbamos con
traductores, nuestras ganas y energias hicieron que
cada una de las actividades sea posible. Durante la
semana que duré el programa central del JST pude
aprender, no sélo sobre la cultura okinawense sino
también sobre los diferentes paises de donde venian
participantes, como por ejemplo
Argentina, Brasil, Filipinas, entre otros.

A pesar del intenso calor , disfrute de las
caminatas por las calles y por el mercado de Naha
Shi (me hubiera gustado poder realizar algunas

los demas

compras, pero entiendo que teniamos el tiempo
limitado y habria sido un poco complicado mantener
el orden), asi como del trekking por la catarata de
Kunigami Son, y las visitas a lugares turisticos
como el acuario Chura Umi y el castillo Surijo. El
recorrido por la planta de agua fue muy interesante
ya que nunca habia visto el proceso de tratamiento
de agua salada. Una de las cosas que mas me gusté
fue la visita al museo de la paz, ya que aqui



pudimos escuchar el testimonio de un sefior que
vivié durante la época de la guerra. Su discurso me
conmovi6, pero al mismo tiempo me hizo
comprender y pensar en todo el sufrimiento que se
vivi0 en esos tiempos.

Ademas pudimos elegir entre practicar buyo, eisa
o sanshin. Yo elegi eisa y aunque ya lo habia bailado
antes en Peru, bailarlo en Okinawa fue distinto, fue
mucho mejor. También realizamos artesanias, yo
realice un plato con la técnica del laqueado. Para mi
fue una experiencia nueva, y a mis padres les
encant6 cuando se los regalé al llegar a Perd. Me
hubiera gustado que el programa central hubiera
durado un poco mas ya que justo cuando nos
estabamos haciendo muy buenos amigos con los
demas participantes tuvimos que despedirnos
porque cada uno debia regresar a su pais. Sin
embargo creo que tuvimos un programa completo
que nos permitié relacionarnos con descendientes
okinawenses de otros paises y a la vez conocer y
aprender diferentes aspectos de la cultura
okinawense.

El dltimo dia fue la fiesta de despedida, donde
presentamos todo lo aprendido a nuestros
familiares quienes quedaron sorprendidos y muy
emocionados. La pasé muy bien, pero no puedo
negar que me entristecié tener que despedirnos y
separarnos al final del evento. Nadie queria dejar el
local, todos queriamos quedarnos juntos. Al dia
siguiente me emocioné al ver que algunos de los
chicos de Okinawa fueron a darnos la despedida al
aeropuerto. Yo no queria subir al avién, no queria
dejar a mis nuevos amigos ni a mis familiares con
los que me habia encarifiado tanto en tan poco
tiempo, son y seguiran siendo parte de mi vida. Al

irme me senti muy triste, pero a la vez muy

optimista de que en un futuro no muy lejano

regresaré a Okinawa y me reencontraré con mis
familiares y amigos; eso me reconfortd un poco.

Si bien uno se divierte mucho en este viaje, creo
que uno de los objetivos principales de este
programa es aprender sobre la cultura okinawense:
la forma de vida que se lleva aqui, la historia, los
bailes, las artesanias, incluso sobre la naturaleza de
alla de Okinawa. Y me he dado cuenta que ahora
€onozco un poco mas sobre la tierra de mis ancestros.
Sé que atn hay mucho maés por conocer, pero siento
que este viaje me ha ayudado mucho tanto en mi
desarrollo personal como el profesional, y es que lo
que uno logra aprender en este viaje es realmente
valioso.

Por otro lado otro de los objetivos es que la red
Uchinanchu crezca, y creo que eso también se logro,
ya que durante el viaje todos los participantes nos
hicimos muy amigos y aunque somos de diferentes
paises, todos compartimos algo en comun y es que
somos descendientes okinawenses. Por eso estoy
segura de que nos mantendremos en contacto y de
que la amistad que hemos formado perdurara.

Este viaje ha sido una experiencia inolvidable
para mi, queria agradecer a mis familiares por
recibirme y asegurarse de que tuviera una estadia
excepcional; a los organizadores del Junior Study
Tour y a todos los que colaboraron, por el excelente
programa que prepararon para nosotros (siempre
cuidandonos y asegurandose de que no nos faltara
nada); al AOP (asociacién okinawense del Peri) y
sobre todo a la prefectura de Okinawa por la
oportunidad que me ofrecieron, les estoy muy
agradecida. Ahora s6lo me queda aprovechar y
poner en practica todo lo aprendido, e incentivar a
otros jovenes para que participen de esta beca que
realmente es una experiencia Unica.
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JST 2005: Un viaje sofiado

Antes que nada quiero agradecer a cada una de
las personas que hicieron posible y que participaron
de este Junior Study Tour 2005. La verdad que ir a
Okinawa y poder conocer de cerca la tierra de mis
ancestros ha sido un suefio hecho realidad y
definitivamente es una experiencia que nunca voy a
olvidar.

Antes de llegar a Okinawa ya tenia cierta idea de
lo que me esperaba porque mis familiares me
habian hablado mucho de lo bello que era, pero al
verlo con mis propios ojos quedé impresionado, este
viaje fue todo y mucho mas de lo que imaginaba.

Una de las cosas que mas me impresionaron fue
la amabilidad de la gente. Todos siempre estan
dispuestos a ayudar a los demés. De esto pude
darme cuenta desde el primer dia, cuando llegué a
casa de mis tios, ellos siempre me trataron de la
mejor manera a pesar de que recién nos conociamos.
comienzo fue un poco dificil
comunicarse por la timidez y el idioma, fue increible

Aunque al

poder conocer a chicos de otros paises, cada uno con
diferentes culturas y pensamientos, lo que me ha
ayudado a tener una vision mas amplia del mundo.
Y pese a estas diferencias pude sentir en todos los
participantes las ganas de interrelacionarse con los
demas, tipico rasgo okinawense, y al final gracias a
las dinamicas que nos prepararon y al entusiasmo
de todos, pudimos hacernos buenos amigos.

Durante el tour pudimos conocer muchos lugares
muy interesantes. Comenzamos con todo lo
relacionado a la naturaleza. Primero fue la
caminata Hijiootaki, que fue muy agotadora, pero
valié la pena el esfuerzo, la vegetacion y sobretodo
los paisajes son increibles. También visitamos el
acuario Chura Umi, para mi una de las cosas mas
impresionantes que vi, nunca habia estado rodeado
de tantos peces. Alli pudimos apreciar la abundante
fauna marina de Okinawa. Otro lugar visitado fue
la planta de desalinizaciéon de Chatanchou, en
donde pudimos ver el proceso para hacer potable el
agua de mar.

Luego vino todo lo relacionado con la cultura y la
Pudimos algunas
tradicionales como sanshin, buyo y eisa en el Taller

historia. practicar artes
Onnason. Yo elegi sanshin y me pareci6 muy
interesante. El dia de la despedida cada grupo
presenté lo que habia aprendido de estas

expresiones y sinceramente no estuvo nada mal.

Como parte del estudio de la historia tuvimos un
taller de reflexién sobre la emigracion okinawense
en las instalaciones del Centro Internacional de
JICA. Fue muy productivo, porque cada uno expuso
sus opiniones y asi pudimos conocer mas sobre
nosotros mismos.

También fuimos al Castillo Syuri, en donde
pudimos ver de cerca la arquitectura antigua de
Okinawa, aparte de conocer sobre su historia y todo
lo que representa.

Como parte del aprendizaje de la cultura nos
llevaron a practicar bingata, laqueado y textileria,
formas de artesania muy tradicionales. Esta vez
elegi el laqueado. Aunque me esforcé creo que lo que
hice no sali6 muy bonito, pero de todos modos me
parecié muy interesante.

También como parte del estudio de la cultura nos
llevaron a conocer Kokusai Douri, en donde vimos
como es la vida cotidiana en Okinawa.

La tltima visita, una de las que mas me impacto,
fue al Museo Conmemorativo de la Paz. Alli
escuchamos el conmovedor testimonio de un
sobreviviente de la Segunda Guerra Mundial, que
contaba todo el sufrimiento por el que paso.
Después vimos fotos desgarradoras de esa época.
Esta fue una experiencia fuerte, pero me ayudo
mucho para reflexionar sobre los horrores de la
guerra y darme cuenta que debemos mantener
siempre la paz. Ademas me sirvi6 para apreciar
mas el espiritu de lucha del pueblo okinawense para
salir adelante después de haber quedado en la
miseria.

Finalmente llegé el dia de la clausura, en donde
los extranjeros presentamos bailes tipicos de
nuestros paises. También cada participante cont6 lo
aprendido y vivido durante el Junior Study Tour.
Fue una ceremonia muy alegre y emotiva pero era
hora de despedirse.

Para terminar quiero reiterar mi agradecimiento
a la Prefectura de Okinawa, a la Asociacién
Okinawense del Pert y a todos los organizadores de
este tour tan maravilloso. También quiero darle las
gracias a todos los participantes por haberme
brindado su amistad y a mi familia por haberme
acogido tan gentilmente y espero mantenerme
siempre en contacto.

El Junior Study Tour ha sido una experiencia
increible de la que nunca me voy a olvidar y ojala.
que muchos jovenes mas puedan ser parte de este
programa.
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Junior Study Tour 2005

El primer dia todos nos encontramos en el
Kencho, alli hicimos el saludo y las presentaciones;
luego nos pasamos al Hotel Rainbow y alli tuvimos
las presentaciones de paises, a nosotras no nos fue
muy bien ya que antes del viaje no pudimos
coordinar bien.

Pero después con la bienvenida que tuvimos de
los voluntarios que fue muy agradable, se nos olvidé
todo lo triste que teniamos, nos hicieron reir harto,
lo que mas me gust6 de ese dia es que fueron muy
amables y acogedores que me hice amiga de casi
todos.

Al segundo dia tuvimos un paseo a las montanas,
fue muy cansador porque teniamos que subir y
bajar gradas pero fue una linda experiencia, nunca
se me pas6 por la cabeza subir una montana y
ahora que lo hice no me arrepiento, me gust6
mucho.

Ese dia fuimos a hospedarnos en la pension, por
la noche hicimos una fogata y hubo diferentes
dindmicas, yo participé en la de tomar soda mas

rapido y sali tercera.

Al final todos bailamos alrededor de la fogata, y
estuvo muy animada, los voluntarios ponian todo de
su parte para hacernos pasar bien.

De todos los paseos que tuvimos el que mas me
gustd y quedé impresionada fue la visita al acuario,
habia mucha variedad y cantidad de peces, desde
los mas chicos hasta los mas grandes y de diferentes
colores y formas.

De todos lo que mas me gusté fueron las medusas,
hasta ahora sélo las habia visto en mi dibujo
animado ( Bob esponja ) por televisién, se veian tan
tiernas y fragiles, me queria traer una. El tiempo
ahi pas6 volando, ojalé algtin dia pueda volver.

Con los compartieros del Kenshu sélo estuvimos
una semana, pero compartimos momentos y
experiencias inolvidables en un ambiente de mucha
alegria y comprension, y a pesar de que hablabamos
diferentes idiomas nos entendiamos muy bien,
ensefidbamos nuestro idioma y aprendiamos de los
otros, nos relamos mucho de eso porque
pronunciabamos mal o nos equivocabamos; por
suerte esa diferencia no fue una barrera para poder
conocernos mejor.

El dia que tuvimos libre nos juntamos casi todos y
nos fuimos a pasear por kokusaidori, los voluntarios
nos acompararon y nos guiaron.

Por la noche tuvimos la fiesta de despedida que
fue lo mas triste del Junior Study Tour.

Agradezco de todo corazon a las personas que
hicieron posible este viaje. A la prefectura de
Okinawa, a la Asociacion Boliviano dJaponesa
(NICHIBO Kyokai), a Bolivia Kenjinkai y a los
voluntarios de Okinawa que nos recibieron y nos
atendieron tan bien y a los guias que nos ayudaron
y estuvieron siempre atentos para brindarnos
ayuda. Muchas gracias.

De este viaje aprendi muchas cosas. Algunas de
ellas es que me siento mas orgullosa de ser
okinawense. Aqui muchas veces me preguntan de
donde soy y les digo que mis abuelos son japoneses.

Para los bolivianos nosotros somos japoneses
aunque en Japén nos dicen bolivianos. A veces aqui
nos molestan o nos ponen sobrenombres por ser
extranjeros y por eso cuando era mas chica me
molestaba ser diferente de los demas; pero a medida
que iba conociendo y entendiendo c6mo es Japon eso
iba cambiando. Y ahora que conozco lo bello que es
Okinawa me siento mas orgullosa y afortunada de
ser una Uchinanchu.



También ahora sé que la Colonia Okinawa donde
yo vivo tiene muchas cosas en comun con la isla de
Japén y que a pesar del tiempo han sabido
transmitirnos la cultura, las costumbres y sobre
todo el idioma.

Antes de terminar quisiera felicitar al personal de

la Prefectura de Okinawa, que este tour fue un éxito.

Quisiera que continten con esta gran obra porque

ayuda a nosotros los adolescentes a conocer la tierra
de nuestros ancestros. El Junior Study Tour me
ayud6 a ampliar mis horizontes, entonces quisiera
que mas jovenes puedan tener las mismas
experiencias que nosotras tuvimos. Pienso que asfi
ayudaria a formar y capacitar personal que sirva
como nexo de unién entre Okinawa y Bolivia.



=

A A2.%

~
Ll U S

AV ET Bolivia
AU ET MR AS

[Pa=F7A¥ 54—V 7—2005]

FPIEDICHRBREATITEER L T IE S o7
(2% R Uy i 3

ZL T, ZOYT—%{H, EiLizRAY 7 DR
B, DL T8 WE L, EEFEORBNS T, &&E
AR E T A EREE LT, FA-Bb—A— A2 M
RO L, BiEAHERL T, HRED A% DHT-1-
NN D Z ERTEE LT

2, ZoOY T —%iE L THHRETEEOBUR & HiE
DIETEDDH Z ENTEE Lz, AR, Bk etk
=HEBEWVHIRICIESH Y F LA, 720 LV R $
Tt EMNTEEL

MRBEBELYYNIM BB N TRV E WD
Hrobl LIERNTTIARHY ELIEN, ZORNTT
VB a v 7Lz, “FiE 2R

B —FIATo7e 0 THZENTEE LT Rz E oT
TARZEITRY ET IR TE AL TIEHY F
A,

HR—L 2T A BRI, HRRIROFER T T R -
R—F2#BI L T NFE LTz, TT7ADR— FMIE-S
TREOFORRFE RO ENTEE LT, VT R%HE
LCIEL 3 BR— b TIZIEN DRI, WA
AIFERE, LR LIZANRRZE L, #IDTT,
BLUVMEBRTL,

V7 —HEFIINANWALRGRTE RFELE LD,
BRCH L B0 i, T2 7 7 ) KERERIZAT -
722 L TLT, BOEWRCEOARER B ORITRFEL
F L7 AbESR VNSNS, BERRT T,
TA, EDREITRY ETTRD Z LT TERVVAX
W3, 2872 HIE R Y E TSI 2V S T,

Fiz, DT =v 7 bE LA TT, HICE
AT HETOBERIIRLS ., B E LS, Bhohn
HoTRIZVIK TR Z ENTEE L,

B =y ORITAZ v 7 OEFEOAE L TL 72
SVFELIEX Y 777 v—0MThbhE Lz, HA
REBLL AL ALIEY | FATED | FRZEM-T2Z
EILITS E TSIV LA Z & Tl

PR=OEEZAD SR, A2 BIIA NV h ZEE
LCW B8R RFT5 2 &bxf%i L7z, #EEILT

"JANNY BRASIL, TAMASHIRO \“%@

wé%&t%ﬁﬁmya—ﬁﬁbnfﬁb\ﬂmmb

VIZRDA NI EEDY IWEENI A HIE LTS,
%a”b IERLEHATLE, P=DFEMEZ TR
D, FHOIZAENDIRNEWTRVNG TLTZ, N
=IO TOREBRT L, =22 LidRE%R
HEEL, ETHOoNE L7, BL THKEZ
%5¢¥TLL

BHIL “TA =" OFETLZ, MBROGHE
m@—of%é_giﬂofkbibtm\ﬁé%A

BENOIFFDHTTLE,

WE”‘:‘”(DEPT BEWRFRHY T LT, RZ AL
EVW B BARBIR TS IUL & RRVNE D Z
EMHIRHIT LT, BIROFE, @O\ I, RO,
WEFDAAE R CRHIERE R OV 8T LTS,

S EFORE, 2O LWREFLIZRV E LT, =
WEIZR = Z LB o= X 972877 - 726 T,
ZOWE, 3~4FORHIIBUIZEN LN TRIEZ L%
B0 LEL

HERERORTTHEIK L
DIEIZHR>TNT, ZORFEERIC
FEELRFFHTL

J I CAMBERE 2 —THWANAZ{EE#N
EEINTBYE L, FoFo 2L LT, #HED
WAWAREORZESS, iz L > TEDLLMHE,
TR E R RNT DI N—TFTRENT LIS, 7203 hs
IV —FT 4 TIRFETL,

mhilx, ZREFBRLHY L, FNIRSREFEY
LE L7, MRBERORENZRIEDOBIHAEERERO I H
WCALHBRFE T L., BOTEKRL-1ERN%E FFH
IFY . FEICFO(ELEZFEHOHLE L TREAZ &
NTE, Loz Tds

ERNFEIIFMZ & > TN T-EBRDO—> T,
BRI SERTaERHEIC T, 16 ¥ CHRFAABR L 7=
@%&%éibtoit\%%¢m—$ﬁaﬂ%nt

T~ bERNINE Uiz, WA RT3 Ly VB,
ALWVEESEDIEATHY | %@E“&&Wﬁﬁuﬁt
NizZ L8k FUTE > TUHE UV T Y,
H7eFEARTL

ERREY ~HRY v 7O LIIENINTITEE
L7= BREHORNNIHDHRKELRBEY T, BEGH

HICEREEZ 722 & 0 ERK
Buvishiz X o7



B, K8 8D OOLEEOMMNETES TS &
ZATLT,

HAE SN QO FEEANIUETLERS, VT —3F
S, L= BAMER Uiz AT L TESEER L T<
FESEHELETHRWLW L TZ L, B TR
ZHNTEEL TKIEE2BUEAMMIHEEHHF L L
T2,

BFIZEAL TH, £ TOEFI TRV LB E 0
7217 L IMTE Hi-T2nb TR LEZITE LIS

Fnh, V—bAA b EDORIRHELNST2TT,
Bli-bl ., BAGEOHE N TEXSENEINORAE
WNZBEN D DO TIEZe < HTfigR, RO LI ANE
NEOPRT MR ED Z L BFER LY T —T LI,

A BT DENFT 2R L R 7o s B
9, VT—TonnTWBH LI HEOEDOHS X
N, FNEET = LX—¢ L TR BICTRE 5 2
TFEWFE L,

WROAZ v 7B E R0 TT, i, #
SDOBEHDORINT T T —DORELRTHZ LN T
X7- L, BME—A—ANITLD T b o T-HEEETHEL C
KIEEY, VWoba—FTIZEATTELWEEE TREF
HLEREIZILTLEEWE L,

REIZE X2 b —F ( IIB@OTESICWVE LT,
EAENFE LB ERERT HHTLIEZD, WLWANS
RELWHRERH - EEIMIGBETLE N, Zh
DEALTE LB &, BRARIVLWRREL TN
TL7,

BINL TR &, O LWBWHEZH L H D
XWE Lz, 72, WO EINTHESLIZWTT,
ZLT, FRBLVMEREIZL 720 TT,

JFo TETEEA LBETRY AN, T
AT ARIZTIEIOE LN &M AR T
EHEIFRAN LERATLE, LT ZARIIE
CSADNZ ELEBOEDLZ ERTELLI BT
ELHNERA,

NIV 7—%2B U TRIZBOEM L, b0
HbEMB ZENTEE LI, £, BAEVOHIRIZ
FATVWBERDZENCIVESAEEELZ AL, M
BDOAZIINESH DL, o IV TRERIT, BRIZ
IWWVEBIBOTIZAEFEL TWAZ 20 £ L=,

[RIFRFLC R Z(EA TV DB 2 L. EE R
BAELE LI,

BRI E LT, COBEABEHERT-2Z v
7 DEARICBERS OO R A W EBVET,
Va=TRETF 4=V T RN E 5T EADT
X6 LWABRT DS 2 52 TLEEY, $12, WA
WAREDFGE L KIEDEEILNT 5 Z LN TEI-FE
ThhELT,

HYMNREHITXNFE L,

A v — T—en

=~

Junior Study Tour 2005

. Primeramente agradecerles a las personas que
hicieron posible este viaje y también a los
organizadores de este tour, ya que fue una
experiencia Unica, la cual hizo posible que cada uno
de nosotros tuviéramos la oportunidad de conocer
Okinawa, su cultura, su forma de vivir y mas que
todo compartir el carifio con su gente.

También la oportunidad de compartir con mis
familiares como mis tios, tias, primas y gracias a
esto pude verlos, conocerlos y estar junto con ellos
un tiempo.

Aunque tuvimos un problemita con la llegada de
las maletas, me encanto ir a hacer shopping, comer
“soba”, ir a la playa, ya que esas cosas no las hago
muy seguido en mi pais.

Tuve la oportunidad de ir con uno de mis
familiares también al “garasu booto” y ver el fondo
del mar, las plantas acuaticas y muchos peces de
colores, algo que nunca habia tenido la oportunidad
de verlo de tan cerca, fue muy agradable.

Luego con los del tour tuve la oportunidad de
conocer lugares los cuales nunca me imagine que
iria como el acuario de Churaumi, donde pude ver
como viven los seres acuaticos no solo pequerios,
sino también los gigantes, como medusas, rayas,
tiburones y muchos mas, ya que en Bolivia no
tenemos esa oportunidad por falta del mar.

La ida al bosque también me gusto, me canse
mucho pero al final de todo pudimos ver una
catarata muy bonita y pudimos refrescarnos en el
agua.

Esa noche tuvimos una gran fogata a cargo de los
chicos del staff y fue muy divertido porque bailamos,
jugamos y lo mejor fue que nos divertimos un
montdn.

Antes de ir a los botes para practicar el sabani,
vi un lugar donde criaban delfines y hacian
demostraciones para nifios y al ver delfines después
de tanto tiempo me dieron ganas de tocarlos pero no
pudimos ya que ibamos a practicar el sabani algo
que nunca habia hecho y tuve la oportunidad de
hacerlo y me parecid algo cansador porque hay que
hacer mucho esfuerzo, pero muy divertido e
interesante.

Al dia siguiente tuve también la oportunidad de
aprender a bailar el “eisa” un baile muy tipico de
alla que siempre quise hacerlo.

Nos llevaron también al castillo Shiuri donde pude



ver un estilo y cultura muy diferente a lo nuestro.
Por las formas de los techos, los colores, el piso, la
ropa que usaban en esa época, etc.

Cuando llegamos a este lugar, me hizo acordar que
cuando tenia 3 o 4 afios ya habia ido alli a tomarnos
unas fotos con mis padres.

Fue un presentimiento raro porque yo senti como
que ya una vez estuve en ese lugar pero no me
acordaba muy claramente.

Fuimos también al centro Internac. de JICA en
Okinawa donde hicimos varias actividades como
diferenciar objetos tipicos y caracteristicos de cada
pais, trabajos grupales, que creo que fue muy
creativo.

También tuve la oportunidad de hacer una
artesania tipica de alla, unos platos con flores de
Okinawa, eso también me gusto porque yo misma
los hice y también porque pude traerlo a mi casa y
mostrarselo a todos.

Lo que mas me gusto fue el Museo de La paz, ya
que pude escuchar una historia muy triste de una
persona que estuvo en la guerra a sus quince afos,
cémo fue que lo vivi, e ir a ver el lugar donde las
personas se escondian, ver un mar hermoso, el cual
en esa época era el mar de la muerte ya que era
donde muchas personas se quitaban la vida, para
mi fue algo muy emocionante por estar en el lugar,
ya que pude ver y tocar muchas cosas.

También fuimos al mercado “kokusai douri” donde
las chicas del staff nos llevaron a conocer y ver como
era el lugar .Era una calle en Naha bien grande
donde venden regalos, recuerdos, comidas, ropas y
de todo un poco.

Otra cosa también fue que recibimos mucha
atencion de parte de las personas del hotel por el
rico desayuno que nos daban todos los dias y de la
pension que también contraté a un sefior que nos
toc6 unas canciones con el samisén .Fue muy
agradable escucharlo.

Todos los lugares que fuimos a comer, la
comida eran muy rica y siempre fuimos bien
atendidos.

Otra de las cosas que me gusto fue que pude
compartir con mis companeras de cuarto y asi yo
también practique mi japonés con todas ellas.

Este tour también me hizo ver que por mas que
hubo diferencias de lengua todos nos pudimos llegar
a unirnos y querernos todos como hermanos.

También me gustd las actividades de los jévenes
del staff los cuales nos trasmitieron alegria y

fuerzas los dias que estabamos cansados.

- Agradecer también a los traductores, ya que ellos

también se esforzaron por hacernos entender todo y
por habernos tratado excelente a cada uno, ya que
ellos también tenian gran sentido del humor y
siempre estaban pendiente de nosotros.

La fiesta de despedida fue muy emocionante, todos
tuvimos la oportunidad de hacer demostraciones de
lo que habiamos aprendido.

Pero luego al saber que todo habia terminado, todos
nos pusimos tristes porque la verdad todo paso
muy rapido.

Agradecerles a todos los chicos por todo el carino,
por ser como fueron, espero verlos de nuevo y
compartir nuevamente juntos.

Hasta ahora no puedo creer que en una semana
nos pudimos encarifiar tan rapidamente con todos
porque la verdad los extrafo a todos.

Yo creo que este tour nos permite conocer la
cultura y de donde provienen nuestros ancestros,
nos hace ver también que la gente es diferente,
tiene otro modo de vida, es mas amable, sencilla, la
comida es mas sana y rica.

También me dio la oportunidad de estar con mis
familiares que hacia mucho tiempo que no los veia,
que no conocia y tuve la gran oportunidad de
compartir y estar junto a ellos .

Nuevamente agradecer a las personas encargadas
de este viaje ya que para mi fue una gran
experiencia que me sirvi6 en muchos sentidos,
como aprender una nueva cultura y también a tener
una cadena de amistades en diferentes paises.

Muchisimas gracias.

Hippee nijee deebiru
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“Chura Shima”

When I was little, people could never tell what
ethnicity I was. They always asked if perhaps I was
Hispanic, and I would answer yes. They'd ask if 1
was Asian,and I would say yes. They asked me how
I can be both, and I would answer “I don’t know.” I
never knew how to classify myself. My parents were
born and raised in Peru; however, they are both full
blooded Okinawans. I didn’t even know I was
Okinawan until recently, when I started taking
Okinawan dance classes, and started to learn about
the culture. I asked my parents about Okinawa,
where our family is from, why we went to Peru, etc.
I had my answers, and with these answers, I
yearned to go to Okinawa. I wanted to feel the sand,
see the oceans, eat the food, see the people and most
of all learn what my identity is.

The first step onto Okinawa land, was hot, but
the weather was the least of my worries. My uncle
was taking me to his home, where I would be living
at during the home stay week. I remember passing
through Naha and seeing the busy streets of
Kokusaidori. The thing that caught my attention
the most was the picturesque view of all the nature.
I saw big trees, lush grass, beaches, and of course
the night sky. I don’t think I have ever seen such a
clear and beautiful sky and moon, as the night I
arrived in Okinawa, I felt as if I had taken a step
towards knowing about my family roots. I spent my
home stay week traveling about, and seeing family
and friends and just being so happy and feeling so
welcome to Okinawa. Then the week came for the
actual program. I was so excited, I couldn’t wait to
see my friends, and make so many more.

The first day was standard procedure. We went
over the schedule, etc. The best part was when we
got time to make friends and talk. I had no trouble
communicating with the English speakers, as well
as the Spanish or Portuguese speakers. It was the
Japanese that was difficult, but we overcame that
barrier. At night, when we got into our rooms, the
Okinawan girls and I would try to talk to each other.
I'd try to say things in Japanese, theyd try in



English, and if it failed, we'd go through the
dictionary trying to communicate. I loved how
everyone tried so hard to break the language barrier.
I guess for myself it was easy to communicate. I
could speak English, Spanish, Portuguese, and with
help could speak Japanese. From playing games
where we had to communicate, I learned a lot about
teamwork. I learned how working together we could
do anything, whether it is rowing a Sabani boat,
talking, or performing.

The Second day we went to the north part of
Okinawa. We went hiking in Hiji falls, and learned
a lot about nature. At first I wasn’t really looking
forward to the hike, two hours of hiking under the
hot sun doesn’t sound like funbut in the end I
became absolutely intoxicated by nature. I could
breathe in clean air, feel the cool water, and I could
see so many plants and animals. Our group was
lucky enough to see a dragonfly that is only in
Okinawa. This dragonfly had bright blue wings,
and was so beautiful. When we returned to Pension
Carolina, we played games with some of the
volunteer high school kids, and had a nice bonfire.
We all had fun and interacted and just spent the
time becoming more acquainted with each other.
The day was tiring, but that didn’t stop us from
talking and sharing our ideas, and opinions about
the Okinawan culture . Of course, all the students
agreed so far the tour was absolutely wonderful,
and so much fun.

The third day we went to the Churaumi
Aquarium, here we saw the biggest tank in the
world. It's amazingly huge. I loved the fact that we
got the freedom to look around, but it would’ve been
more interesting if we had a tour guide and got to
learn even more about all the marine life in
Okinawa. I saw so many fish and plants from the
oceans of Okinawa and I was so amazed at the
diversity of animals. We then went to a nearby
beach, we ate lunch here and the view was
Spectacular. We rowed Sabani boats, and even had a
contest. It was hard, but it was so much fun. We
arrived at “home” and had a nice dinner, and we
were entertained by the staff. They played a few
traditional Okinawan soings. At the end they asked
us to stand up and dance. The lead singer asked two
Okinawan girls, as well as me, to go up and show
everyone how to dance. I was so shocked and
excited that they would pick me. We had a great
time and went to sleep happy.

The fourth day we went to go learn either
Sanshin, Ryu-kyu Buyo, or Eisa. I went to learn
Eisa, and we spent a few hours dancing and
learning steps to a song. Our teachers said that we'd
have to perform this dance at the “Sayonara” party,
and that they'd come and watch us. Everyone had a
great time dancing, and the best part was when we
learned how to say “Ati” and “Easasa” . I also liked
it when we tried to whistle, unfortunately none of
the students could do it, so the teacher had to do it.
Later, we went to a festival and ate lunch, as well as
shaved ice. I loved seeing the festival and the
performers and everything. We went to a water
company in Chatan, they desalinate water, it was
kind of long and tiring, but it was interesting to
learn how Okinawan people get their resources. At
the end of the day we went to an Immigration
center, this was also a bit tiring, but the exercises
showed how Okinawans adapted to their new
environments. We also got to share stories of our
ancestors, and how they immigrated to the several
countries. It was really interesting to learn about
other people and their life stories. This is the time
where I felt confused. I still wasn’t sure about what
my identity is. At that point, more than ever I felt so
American, yet I could relate to the South American
kids, and on top of that I felt so familiar with the
Okinawan culture. I felt a little lost, but I felt like by
the end of this trip I would find out so much more
about my past and Okinawan culture, and
ultimately discover who I am.

On the fifth day we went to Shuri-Jo castle. I saw
a lot of the Chinese influence on this castle; however,
I could also see Okinawa’s distinction. We heard a
little bit about the castle’s past, and then we were
allowed an hour to look around the castle. I wish
that we had a tour guide for this castle also, but it
was fun to look at the pieces of history with friends.
I saw so many rich colors and beautiful decorations.
Then we went to a tomb of one of the greatest
Emperors of Okinawa. It was huge, and although it
was almost in ruins, it was beautiful. We saw
replicas of the vases that hold the bones, the more
intricate the design the higher the status. These
vases were huge with gorgeous designs. Then we
went to a restaurant/ museum to eat. We saw
collectibles that the owner had found throughout
the years. We also went and saw his awamori
collection. The most interesting thing we saw was a
bathtub/toilet used in ancient times in Okinawa. It



was the coolest thing I saw there. Then we went to a
place where we would make traditional Okinawan
things. You could choose form Shiki (acquer),
Shuriori (textiles), or Bingata (the dying of
Kimonos). I went to the shiki class, and I am so glad
I did. The teacher was an old man, but don’t be
fooled by his looks. He went to show us how to cut
the lacquer pieces, and his hand was steady and he
cut perfectly the shape of a Hibiscus flower. We
went to do the same, I felt as if mine wasn’t really
that good, but the teacher said that he never saw a
better group of kids, that our work was really good
for beginners, usually, he said, it takes twenty years
just to be able to cut good enough. After he said that,
I was really proud and happy with my work. When
I finished we had a lot of free time, so I went to look
around at the other projects. Bingata looked really
hard to get just the right colors, and the right design.
I really wanted to try Shuri-ori. I thought it was so
amazing how they made the textiles, and the colors
were beautiful. I went to go see projects that weren’t
part of our group. I saw children making Shisa, it
was amazing how these kids could do such nice
work. I also saw people doing glassblowing. I
thought it was absolutely amazing. They need skill,
and art, and grace to able to make such beautiful
pieces of art. I really wanted to try it, but it wasn’t
part of the program. It was a really tiring day, but I
learned a lot and enjoyed it too.

On the last day we went to the memorial peace
museum. This part of the tour was the part I was
most looking forward to. I wanted to learn about
what had happen in the war. My mother told me
how my great-grandmother had to escape and work
to be able to arrive safiely in Peru. When I heard the
story of the man that lived through the experience, I
cried. My heart broke at the terrible things war can
do. We heard that the old man saw his friend die in
his arms, saw his family perish, and even saw a
little baby getting killed by soldiers. When it was
finished I was somewhat relieved, it was so difficult
to see all of the terrors the Okinawa people had
seen. After we got to go look around the museum on
our own, I decided to walk alone because I wanted
to experience this museum solitaire. What I saw
shocked me. I saw pictures of little kids crying on
the ground, I saw pictures of old ladies dying in the
mud. I saw things so horrible. I heard the videos of
declarations of war. The worst part was the
testimonies. I read the testimonies of young women

that had seen so much death within a matter of
seconds. They had seen their whole family dead.
They had been hurt and injured, but they still went
on searching for a safe place. As I walked out to the
final rooms, I saw a blank wall with kanji written
on it. It was a poem about brotherhood, and peace,
and I felt so close to the people in Okinawa. As I
walked out to the last rooms I could see a view of
the ocean. That was the ocean in which the nurses
jumped into. The waters of this ocean were once
covered in blood, blood of soldiers, of children, loved
ones, etc. Later we walked to see a few caves where
soldiers stayed to hide in. We even went to a shrine
that was for all of the victims of war. I bowed my
head silently, and the old man that was our guide
bowed as well. The old man then looked up, and he
had a tear coming down his cheek. It was the most
beautiful thing I had seen. I prayed for the souls to
rest in peace and walked.

After the long walk to the bus, we went to
Kokusaidori. There we saw the modern life of
Okinawa. We saw the stores, and even ate some
Sata Andagi, that was so delicious! We then walked
back to the government, and went home.

At the Sayonara party each foreign student gave
a speech, and then we presented out
Sanshin,Ryu-kyu Buyo, and Eisa performances. It
was fun and nice, however the best part was at the
end. All the participants gathered around and sang
a song together, we gave each other hugs, and
joined hands, and said our final goodbyes. It was so
hard to say bye, we had spent all week with each
other, and almost immediately, after sharing so
much together had to be pulled apart. We made

sure to exchange numbers, addresses and

everything else.




In the end I learned not only about Okinawan

culture, but also about cultures around the world,
even American culture. I learned about teamwork,
listening skills, and the importance of remembering
things. I found out a lot about myself, and about the
struggles in life. I learned that no matter that I
speak English, and act like an American, or even
that I can speak Spanish and dance salsa, I will
have , deep down in my soul, a craving for goya
champuru, and have Okinawa in my heart, always.
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2005 Junior Study Tour

I had a great time at Okinawa. I'm glad that I got to
learn the culture and landscapes of Okinawa. I
really had a great time swimming in the beach,
hanging around with my uncles and relatives,
visiting places and old friends, and making new
friends. I got to learn new things about Okinawa
that I've never knew while I was there, and I made



new friends in the tour group who are from a
different country. I am glad that the Japanese
government chose me to be part of that group.
Thank you very much.

I think the program is awesome. It brings all the
Okinawan descendants to learn about their
ancestor’s culture, and learn new things about
Okinawa. I've lived in Okinawa for 11 years and I
still learned a lot of things about Okinawa that my
mom never told me. Also, since there are people

from other countries, I learned a little from them too.

The country presentation taught me about other
countries that I never knew before. I got to learn
Eisa, which I wanted to learn since I was 10 years
old in Okinawa, and I got to visit the sea again.

It was really cool trekking in the Hiji Falls. 1
remember hiking up there with my family when we
were there in Okinawa. It was really cool learning
about Okinawa’s ecosystem ad that Okinawa’s
semi-tropical climate houses some of the rarest
creatures in the world. Those made me feel that
Okinawa’s very important to the world. We caught
salamanders, and saw a rare dragonfly that glowed
blue, which was pretty neat. When it was lunch
time, we ate our lunch beside a small waterfall and
took pictures of it. The hiking was hard and long,
but it was worth it. It was too bad that we didn’t get
to swim in the Hiji falls. That would have been
awesome. | learned a lot about Okinawa on that
trek. The bus ride was fun both ways. A person from
each country had to sing a song that originates from
their countries. We were hoping that the tour leader
would forget about the United States, but we had to
sing, so we picked the national anthem. The
campfire we had after we moved to Pension
Carolina was also fun. My country group and I
played Frisbee and danced beside the fire with
everyone else. That was really fun, and I got to
make even more friends. We always stayed up late
in the hotels. Lots of people would go to other
peoples’ rooms, and make more friends. Usually,
people stay up and talk until 2:00 am, but once me
and 2 of my friends were up talking until 4:30 am. I
was tired the next day!

The trip to the Ocean Expo was really fun. I got to
see really cool fish and interesting facts about the
ocean around Okinawa. It was really cool seeing the
sharks and the colorful fish swim in a huge tank. I
also learned about sharks and the coral. I saw a
baby shark in a tank and got to touch shark skin.

There were also deep ocean fish in the expo. The
lights were really dim there, because they are used
to little light. I saw the biggest aquarium in the
world in the expo. It was huge! I saw whale sharks
swimming in there, and there was a restaurant
next to it. It was the coolest aquarium I've ever seen.
I wish I could have spent more time in the
aquarium because I didn't get to see all the
aquariums in the expo.

After we went to the expo, we went to a harbor to
learn about what kind of boat Okinawans used to
use for fishing. The boat’s called Sabani, and it's an
Okinawan canoe. The Sabani tips over easy, making
it easier to pull the fishing net. We first ate curry
rice at the harbor, and we put our life vest on and
learned how to row. When the person at the back
rings the gong, we have to row at the same time.
After we learned how to row, we got on the boats
and we practiced rowing. It was fun, until we had to
race against the other boats. We raced to another
buoy, which was about 200ft away. We raced, and
we placed 34. It was really hard, since the gong
ringer ringed the gong fast. Some of us got wet
because of the oars splashing water at people. We
also collided on other boats and taunted each other.
It was really fun and educating. The exchange
program after dinner at Pension Carolina was
really fun. We played telephone, we saw the some
people play the samisen and taiko, and we tried to
guess the Hogan words that the people on the stage
said. That was really hard, but fun. The host was
really hilarious.

On Sunday, we had to pack up our stuff because
we were moving back to the rainbow hotel after our
tour trip today. I woke up a little late, so I had to
hustle. We left the pension to a small village of
Onna, where we learn the culture of Okinawa. Me,
most of my country group, and 10 other people
learned Eisa, an Okinawan drum dance. The others
learned Ryukuan Dance, and Sanshin. Kisa was
really fun, and everyone else had fun too. The only
catch was that there was no air conditioning. But
the place Ryukuan Dance was being taught had air
conditioning. It was fun strolling around in the
festival after we ate lunch. I bought a Tshirt with a
Shisa, which was pretty cool.

The Sea Desalination Facility in Chatan was
pretty neat. I thought it was cool that this facility
can chance sea water into dninking water. I think
that helps Okinawa with the drought it's been



having. We took a tour of the facility and we learned
how it works. The reverse osmosis was pretty cool,
put I didn’t fully understand it. We got to see all the
fancy machinery and how the clay picked up from
the sea water turns into clay cakes. I thought that
was neat. When the tour was done, we went on the
bus and we went to the Okinawa International
Center to study Okinawa’s immigration history. We
tried to determine what’s going on with a picture of
a bunch of people building a house in place with
palm trees. And then we got something that came
from a country and had to guess where it was from.
After that, we read a life story about a person and
we had to summarize it and express what the
writer was trying to tell us from that story. It was a
little hard, but it was really educating, and I
learned how hard it is to immigrate to another
country and blend into the culture but still keep
your own.

I never went to the Shuri —Jo Castle before, since
it was being remodeled when I was in Okinawa. I
am really glad that I got to go there, since I wanted

to ever since I heard about it when I was 8 years old.

When we got there, I was so excited. I walked into
the gate which only kings and his friends and
relatives can pass. It was really cool passing those
gates. People say that its good luck passing through
the middle part of the gate, so everyone passed
through the middle. After we passed through the
gate, we passed through another one that went
deeper into the castle. After a while, we came to the
place where the king lives and where his throne is.
It had 3 dragons on its roof, the color of the manor
was bright red, and it was just plain cool. We
actually got to go inside the manor and got to see
the foundation of the castle, which stood for over
hundreds of years, and the castle was built on the
same foundation 3 times. We also got to see the
king’s throne, and I took lots of pictures of that.
There was the king’s crown, and a room where the
king prayed to the spirits. When we left, we saw a
video of the Shuri Castle, and there were models of
the castle, and there were gift shops. We weren’t
allowed to buy gifts on the tour, so everyone was
bummed out.

After we visited the castle, we went to Traditional
Craftwork Class. I made a flower out of tape and
put it on a plate. It looked pretty cool. First, I
rubbed chalk from the paper to the tape so that it’ll
make the shape of the flower, then cut the outer

lines out to make a flower, and then tape the flower
on the plate. Then I cut more lines to make the
flower look more real. It took about an hour to finish.
After that, we had to wait for the others to finish on
their bingata. After 30 minutes or so, I started to
feel tired and weak. I felt cold too, so I lied in the
sun and fell asleep. I think that’s when I started to
get sick. I really started to get sick when we stopped
near the airport to walk when the tide was low.
Everyone else was having fun, but I was just too
tired and I didn’t want to move. I thought that this
was strange. When we got to a restaurant to eat, I
got really sick and I couldn’t eat anything, and I had
to lie down because my stomach felt sick. When we
got to the hotel, everyone stayed up late, since it’s
the last day we're going to stay at a hotel, but I had
to go right to sleep. Being sick isn’t fun!

I couldn’t come with the tour on the last day
because I was too sick. I was supposed to go to the
kokusai dori, the busiest street in Okinawa, and I
went there, but it would have been cooler if I went
with my friends. Instead, I went to a hospital, got
some medicine, and just slept and read all day. My
friends said that I had to gather my strength for the
farewell party, so I slept all day.

I went to the party, but I only came to say goodbye
to my friends, since I was still sick. I couldn’t do the
speech, but I did Eisa that I learned earlier in the
tour. After that, I met my favorite cousin, Haruka,
who I wanted to see since I came to Okinawa. |
hated to see everyone sad when I was going to my
gate in the airport. I hope I can go back to Okinawa
and visit them someday. I really thank Okinawan
government for this experience and Angel-san for

taking care of all of us.
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2005 Junior Study Tour

I have been involved with the Okinawa Kai of
Washington D.C. since I moved to Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania five years ago. When I heard about
this Junior Study Tour from my Odori Sensei,
Kazuko Chibana Volkmar, I thought it would be a
great opportunity for me to return to Okinawa to
visit my family, visit the places that I had grown up
in, meet other kids of Okinawan descent and
hopefully learn something new about my culture.
I filled out the application and heard back that I
was chosen to represent the Okinawa Kai of
Washington D.C. during this tour. I was extremely
happy to hear this. I felt that though I had grown
up in Okinawa and visited the places that we were
to visit on the tour many times already, this could be
my chance to observe these places and learn the
history through more mature eyes. I am grateful
that I received this opportunity.

The trip technically began when I first heard that
I'was going. However, I don’t think the reality that
I was returning to Okinawa really sunk in until I

found myself standing at the airport with my dad in
the early morning. Ihad traveled by myselfbefore,
when I went to spend a year in Romania as an
exchange student but somehow this was different.
The excitement and feelings were completely new.
When I went to Romania, I was traveling to a new
place, to meet new people and to experience new
things. This trip, I was traveling to a place I had
been before, to meet new people but at the same
time, to reestablish relationships and ties with my
family members there. Iwill never forget the taste
of the Tako Yaki that we ate at the Osaka airport.
The food and hearing the Japanese again made me
realize that I was truly in Japan.
something I was used to and gave me a great feeling

It was

of comfort.

When I arrived at the airport in Okinawa, I was
extremely tired but I was delighted to see my family
again. Two of my aunts, my grandmother and my
cousin all met me there. They were as happy to
see me as I was to see them and I loved hearing
them laugh about my grandmother pushing herself
to the front of the crowd almost an hour before I was
to arrive, peeking into the windows to see me and 1
loved just being around them again. I was a little
shy around my family, who I hadn’t seen in four
years, but the reunion at the airport was so happy
that all my shyness and fears were alleviated.
Driving home from the airport was interesting. I
went in a car with my grandmother and my aunt.
I had forgotten that Japanese drive on the other
side of the road than Americans. I was scared to
see cars coming from the opposite direction! My
grandmother sat in the backseat with me, held my
hand and pointed out things in the city that had
changed since I had lived there, such as the
monorail. It was obvious that she was happy to
have me with her, which made me feel more
comfortable.

The next morning, when I woke up, everybody
except my grandmother was at work. I spent most
of the week with her walking around the city, going
to stores, meeting her friends and getting to know
her. Surprisingly, the reunion with my family was
not strange. Spending the time in Okinawa again
allowed my brain to remember the Japanese that I
hadn’t spoken in a long time and I was able to
communicate very well with everybody. I went out
to eat a lot while I was there. I missed the
Japanese food and I love sashimi so everybody took



me out to eat sashimi. By the end of the week, I
was tired of it!  All of my aunts, uncles, cousins and
grandmother took me out to eat. They were all
special evenings but I was most touched when my
uncle Soko took me out. When I was growing up, I
was scared of him. He didn’t speak any English
and he was always very busy so I didn’t see him
much at family events. I never knew him at all
but when we went out, he took me to a favorite
restaurant of his and it delighted me to hear him
almost brag about me to the taxi driver and the
restaurant owner. He was really proud of me and
sitting at the table talking to him made the dinner
so special.

I also spent a lot of time with my cousin, Yachiyo.
She and I had always been close. She is much
older than me and used to baby-sit me when I was

young and come over to help me with my homework.

She even came to visit America with my family
when I was in the fourth grade. She was always
like a sister to me and the week I was in Okinawa
She took me out with her
friends, she stayed at my grandmother’s house with

brought us closer.

me and even told me stories from when I was a
baby!
her and everybody else in my family as an adult.

It was nice to be with her and get to know

The last night, I went out with three of my cousins.
We never did that when I was younger and I had a
great time with them!

When it came time for the tour, I was both excited
but sad. I was excited to meet other students of
Okinawan descent but I was also sad that I was
I thought it would be hard
finally being on the same island as them but not

leaving my family.

actually with them. I was also not looking forward
to the week because I knew that all the students
from America were younger than I. I kept
thinking that I would be the oldest student on the
tour. However, when I finally met with them, it
was exciting and fun! I don’t have many friends of
Asian descent, let alone Japanese friends my age so
it was nice to sit around on the tour learning about
them and their lives as half-Japanese, half-garin
kids.

my problems when I was an American student in a

We talked about problems we have such as
Japanese school. When I was in Okinawa, I was
made fun of because I was the American Student.
When I am in America, I am the Japanese girl in
class. It turns out, some of the other kids had felt
this too.

The schedule that the prefiecture wrote for us was
very choreographed and organized. Everything
was timed and scheduled. Before the tour, I
thought this would be stressful and that the
students wouldn’t have too much time to ourselves.
However, by the end of the week, I was grateful for
this schedule and I felt that it helped us use our
time very wisely. We were able to visit with each
other and at the same time learn about our culture.
We also had the opportunity to meet so many people
and though it was hard to keep track of everybody
and remember who was who, it was exciting to
meet important people such as the governor and the
mayor.

The second half of my visit began with a
welcoming ceremony at the Prefecture Building in
Naha. Our families dropped us off there at a preset
time and we met the other students for the first
time. We were organized into groups of our
countries and descended downstairs to greet the
dignitaries and our families. Downstairs, we held
flags of the countries we had come from and
We went outside to take a
group picture, (the first group picture of many that

introduced ourselves.

week) and then got ready to go back to the hotel and
begin our tour of Okinawa. We stayed at the
Rainbow hotel in Naha with five people to a room.
During the middle of the week we stayed in a
Pension up North. While at the hotel our breakfasts
were taken in the lobby but we ate most the rest of
our meals at various restaurants throughout
Okinawa (I really enjoyed the Okinawa Soba!).

We visited the Peace Memorial Museum and
Park, Government Immigration Building, Shuri
Castle, beaches, and Hiji Waterfalls. When I lived
in Okinawa, I was involved with the Girl Scouts on
the base. With my Girl Scout troop, my school, and
my family, I visited points of interest all over
Okinawa many times. I was familiar with Expo
Park, Shuri Castle, the Okinawa Zoo, the
Gyokusendo caves, and the beaches.
different. It felt as though I was experiencing
everything for the first, time.
and have had other experiences, I was able revisit
all of these familiar places from my childhood with
new eyes and really understand the meaning

This trip was

Since I am now older

behind them while comparing them with my other
experiences.

As we were standing in a group in front of Shurijo,
I remember noticing the Chinese influence with the



red color and the dragons and even the architecture.
It brought to mind some of the Chinese films I have
I know that this thought had
never crossed my mind any other time I had visited

seen over the years.

the castle and helped me reflect on what I had since
learned about the history of Okinawa and its
relationship with China too.
park was a different experience all together. I felt

The Peace Memorial

like I had been there before but couldn’t remember
when. When we arrived at the museum, I started
thinking of when I was in fourth grade at Yamauchi
Sho Gakko and my class was watching a video
about World War II. There was a part in the video
of American pilots talking and I remember the
embarrassment and feeling of shame I felt when
everybody in my class turned around and looked at
me during this part of the video. Looking back, I'm
sure they were just wondering if I understood and
had no bad thoughts at all but for 10 year old child,
that experience was hurtful and has stuck with me.
When we entered the museum, I wondered if I
would feel this again but as we kept walking and
everybody went off in their own groups, I felt calm.
I walked through the museum with my friend,
Tadami, from the Okinawa Shogaku In, and we
took our time, read most of the subtitles, watched
the videos and discussed what we were looking at.
At the end of the tour of the museum, my feelings
were completely different than my feelings from the
fourth grade. Ihad a sense of pride and respect for
the people who died in the war and a feeling of
sadness for what those people had to go through.
This was one of my favorite parts of the Junior
Study Tour. World War II is a big and recent part
of Okinawa history that I thought it was a good
experience to go learn more about it and tie my
knowledge of how Okinawa is today, to what I saw
in those pictures.

I feel this trip was a huge success. I
reestablished ties with my family who I really did
miss, I met new people and I learned a little more
about my heritage. I am extremely grateful for
this opportunity and I hope that it continues to be a
success and influence many more students in the
future.
the exciting places we visited and the people I met.
I'm still in touch with the friends that I made on
this tour and I hope to keep those ties for a long
time. Thank you for this chance to meet my family

again, to meet new people and to return to one of

I will never forget the adventures we had,

my homes.
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2005 Junior Study Tour

First off I would like to say this opportunity I was



given was the best experience I have ever had. I
have never met my grandma’s side of the family
before so the week I stayed with my aunt and uncle,
we basically spent it getting to know each other. 1
know very little Japanese and my family knows
very little English so communicating was quiet
difficult. But, they were so welcoming and kind it
made it easier. I have come to the conclusion that
Okinawa people are the sweetest people I have ever
met.

The first day meeting and seeing everyone I was
really nervous. But after learning each other’s
background and countries, I think everyone
loosened up. The welcome party was so much fun!
The high scholars were so funny and enthusiastic.
It was so fun doing all the cute dances and games.
Afterward we got to eat dinner and watch a small
talent show of dances and singers. It’s nice to see
countries with old dances. America doesn’t really
have and traditions, but I guess it's hard because
we're mixed with so many different countries and
another. It’s hard to make traditions.

The first night everyone stayed in their room. I
guess cause no one really knew each other. The
next meeting we went trekking in Hijia Falls. It
was fun but really hot and lots of bugs, especially
mosquitoes. There were so many stairs I didn’t
think I would make it. But it was well worth it.
The waterfall was beautiful. The water was so
clear, I wanted to jump right in. Later, we checked
into the Pension. I liked the Pension better than
the Rainbow because the Pension had a building for
the kids and one for the adults.

So, we got to do our own thing. The campfire

We played games dealing with
I raced in one where you have to

was so much fun!
food and drinks.
eat a piece of bread as fast as you can, I didn’t win,
but it was pretty awesome. That night we stayed
up late.

I had six roommates. We had biggest room with
the most people and one bathroom. We stayed up
using the little English, Japanese and Spanish
booklet trying to have conversations. It was cool
how we could communicate with knowing little of
each others language.

Going to the aquarium was really amazing. They
have the world’s largest shark tank which was
pretty impressive. There were so may colorful,
weird and beautiful fish. You felt like you were
actually in the ocean. When we got to the shark

tank it was just so peaceful to me watching how the
sharks and manta rays live together and how they
move so graceful. You can’t help but find comfort.
I've never been to a real aquarium before so it was a
nice experience for me.

But my favorite place was Peace Memorial Park.
It was very emotional for me. In America what we
read in school text books makes it seem like the
American came in and saved the Okinawans which
they did help them over come the Japanese but they
also destroyed everything. It's hard to face what
your country has done to your culture and heritage.
I never knew how important peace actually is to
Okinawa but they definitely show it through their
pictures and exhibits.

When we were going to the immigration center, I
really didn’t know to expect. But I soon learned
how many places (and how) the Okinawans have
immigrated to the US, especially Hawaii, Canada,
I learned that
women in Okinawa had a picture marriage, which I
don’t agree with. Which I guess is because of the
generation I live an grew up in I definitely think the
Okinawans are under appreciated in the world for
their morals and faith that they have and I am
thankful for the chance to meet them.

I want to thank for everyone that made this trip
possible. Especially to Mr. Uema, and Mr. Angel
Makishi ,thank you for your time and patience.
Thank you for Indiana

Brazil, Peru and the Philippines.

Okinawa Kenjinkai choosing me for this
opportunity. to learn our heritage and meet
Grandmother’s families.
touch and someday we all be able to return to

Okinawa for the reunion.

I hope we can keep in
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2005 Junior Study Tour

My name is Christopher Walters and I am from Alabama,
United States. I was given an opportunity of a lifietime this
past summer. My grandmother is part of the Florida
Okinawa Kenjin-Kai Group here in Florida and she was the
one who approached me about taking this junior study tour
to Okinawa.

I was very scared at first, this was the first time [ have ever
been that far away from home and my first time on an
airplane for that extended amount of time. I was very
nervous about flying by myself to San Francisco and
meeting up with people I had never met before. The
nervousness soon faded and the friendship started with the
rest of the group. We really enjoyed ourselves and the
flight did not seem as long.

My biggest thrill was to meet family members, which
otherwise I probably would not have ever met under normal
circumstances. [ really enjoyed leaming about the
difference between our culture and theirs. It is very hard to
leam about the Okinawa culture living in Alabama. I have
to rely a lot on my grandmother and my mother to help fill in
the blanks. This junior study tour gave me the chance to
meet new family members and to see where my
grandmother was raised and my mother was bom. I really



enjoyed all the activities we were able to do, especially the
hiking and the aquarium. I really enjoy anything to do with
water and even more when fish are involved. The waterfall
was absolutely beautiful. I would really enjoy meeting up
with my group again and staying up late and eating (trying)
the diffierent kinds of food that was given to us. My favorite
was white rice and curry. The least favorite thing was the
speeches. I enjoyed listening to the other kids give their
speeches, but I did not like giving mine. I do not do well in
front of crowds, especially giving speeches, but I made it
through.

I just wanted to say "Thank You" again for this great
opportunity and I will never in my whole life forget this
junior study tour experience and really hope that these study
groups continue and that my brother and sister may have the
chance to go as well. [ think they will absolutely love it like
I did, because by the end of the trip I wanted to stay another
week. I’m hoping that my mother can work it out with my
school for me to miss two weeks next October, so I can
come back with my grandmother for the 4™ worldwide

Uchinanchu festival. I have fingers crossed.
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2005 Junior Study Tour

From the 14 of July to the 28 of July 2005 I had
the privilege of participating in the Okinawa
International Junior Study Tour. It was awesome.
In my application that I made to my local
Okinawa Cultural Society here in Lethbridge
Alberta CANADA
personal questions about my Okinawan ancestry

I hoped that some of my

I wondered about the life
that my great-great grandfather left behind when

would get answered.

he left his country in 1908 to make money and then
return to his homeland. It was also my hope that I
would discover enough about the past and present
of Okinawa so that I might be able to keep the
culture alive in Canada in the future because with
each passing generation more and more is lost and I
did not know enough about my heritage to help in
that dream. Finally, it was my wish to learn about
other cultures of the world (besides North America
and Okinawa) so that I would learn a more open
attitude about the different peoples of this earth so
that our generation can decrease the global conflict
that we face today. I think the Junior Study Tour
helped answer some of those questions.

I really enjoyed the Junior Study Tour right from
the very beginning. When we first arrived in
Okinawa, late on the night of the 14 of July the
people at the airport gate made us feel very
welcomed. It was great to have so many people
there.
home-stay people.

It was very easy to meet up with our
I was very glad that we had a
few days before the actual study tour started
because it gave us a chance to acclimatize and catch
up on some sleep. For me personally, it was also
good because my luggage had to catch up with me.
The two things that I remember most about my
first moments outside of the airport were the
humidity and the sound of the cicadas as we
entered the more vegetated area of my home stay
family’s farmland. After I got back home and I was
watching some of the television coverage of the
Hiroshima memorial I heard the cicadas in the
background and I was able to tell my family that
that was exactly how it sounded all the time during
my visit. I also wanted to comment on the airport

in Naha. I found it very clean, organized and
welcoming for someone who really only speaks
English.

The welcoming ceremony was well organised and
I was glad that the host families were there to be
recognized for their help in making this visit
happen. Of all the activities that we participated
in my favourite was the visit to the Ocean Expo
Park. Iwould have liked to spend more time there
because there was just so much to see. Time at the
Shuri-jo Castle was perfect and that was a great
site to visit. I enjoyed doing the different activities

like the craftwork, hiking and sabani. These



activities and the group sessions that we did with
the high school students were fun and it gave us a
chance to get to know the other participants much
better.

The language exchange was fun and I also
enjoyed migration workshop halfway through the
week. It was at that workshop that one of strongest
memories was made. We did this activity where you
moved to one side of the room if you said yes to a
question and to the other side if you said no. So
first they asked, “Would you marry someone from a
different country”, and one of the girls from America
in my group said “yes.” Then they asked, “Would
you move to another country?” she said “No.”.

So one of the supervisors asked “So, how are you
going to marry someone from a different country if
you don’t want to move there?” She said that they
would have to come to her.

On the plane ride home to Osaka I remember her
telling me that she had changed her mind and she
would move to a different country especially
Okinawa. That’s when I realized that the tour had
really made an impact on someone.

The market place stroll was interesting and I was
glad that I was able to go back there with my host
family to make some purchases. Inthe end I found
that I would have liked more time to make
purchases for gifts for family and friends back
home.

The food was awesome and I loved getting a
chance to eat all the different traditional foods of
Okinawa. There was always plenty to eat even
when we hiked up to Hiji Falls and had the bento
boxes.

There was only one site that we visited that I did
not really enjoy and that was the sea desalination
facility at Chatan. I like learning about the
environment and environmental study issues but
this site was not the best (did not interest me).

I was very moved by the visit to the Peace
Memorial Museum. This was one of the things I
had been looking forward to during the trip. It
helped me understand the Okinawan’s point of view
of the war. It was interesting that so soon after I
returned home we were remembering Hiroshima
and Nagasaki and that this year I viewed it with a
better knowledge.

Another great time was when we got to go
swimming it the ocean. It was the warmest water

" =

postcards and pictures I've seen. Part of what
makes this amazing to me is that I have visited the
beaches of Australia.

My opinion on events and activities that could be
improved would be:

1) Allow more free time at the end of the day. The
best part of the whole trip for me was the chance to
get to know all of the other participants at the end
of the day. Sometimes after all the activities of the
day (usually after 9:00 p.m.) you could just go into
someone’s room and talk with the other kids on the
tour for hours. Even with the language barrier you
could get the general idea or have someone
translate for you. I found out that they weren’t
much different then me or any of the other's on the
tour.

2) Start the closing ceremonies earlier. We stayed
even later than planned on the schedule but it still
didn’t seem like enough time to say good-bye to all
of my new friends.

I do not know how I can possibly thank everyone
who made this experience possible for me. I have
thanked the people of my Okinawan Cultural
Society but there are so many people in Okinawa
that did so much for me. I know that I thanked
many of them and I hope I didn’t miss anyone but
as I look back on those two weeks in the summer of
2005 I realize that my life changed. It was an
awesome experience and I hope that many students
from Lethbridge and the other Okinawa cultural
groups in Canada and around the world get a
chance to do what I did.

The Okinawa Prefectural Government have
provided the youth of today with an awesome
chance to discover their heritage. I thank them
from the bottom of my heart.

I've been in and the water looked just like all those A S%
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Maraming salamat po!

2005 Junior Study Tour

The dJunior Study Tour in Okinawa was a
once-in-a-lifetime experience. I experienced many
“firsts” in my life and the fond memories will surely
remain in me forever. I had a lot of anxiety and
apprehension while preparing for my trip. First, I'd
be missing school for several days and I felt it would
be very difficult to catch up with missed lectures,
quizzes and other activities, more so because we
were having our preliminary examinations. The
country was also experiencing political turmoil and
somehow I thought it would paint a bad picture
abroad. I was also afraid that I wouldn’t be able to
carry on that “big” responsibility of representing my
country, the Philippine Okinawan Society (POS),
my school, and my family. On the other hand, I
thought that I couldnt forego such a beautiful
opportunity and TI'll surely regret it if I didnt go.
And, as it turned out, it was a beautiful and an
unforgettable experience.

I arrived in Okinawa on July 19t via Philippine
Airlines. I was welcomed at the Naha Airport by the
Study Tour staff, my mother and
grandmother. I stayed with my mother,
grandmother and a sister (an English teacher at a
Junior High School) for 2 days. On the 21, we went
to the Okinawan Prefectural Building for the
welcome ceremony, orientation and commemorative
photo with Gow.
participants  from

Junior

Inamine. There were 17
other

from Okinawa. All the foreign

countries and 19
participants
participants except the one from Canada and
myself, had their own “guides” so they were all at
ease among themselves and were usually together. 1
was feeling uncomfortable at first, more so because
of the language barrier. I had a hard time
communicating with them. Oftentimes, we didn’t
understand each other and we ended up laughing
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among ourselves. The staff made sure that we
understood instructions; we were given a receiver,
with 3 channels-English, Spanish and Portuguese
and translators. It was very helpful because I really
can’t understand Nihonggo.

At the welcome party, I did a song number and I
wore a Filipiniana costume. I was so nervous and
forgot the lyrics of the song. Thank God, the people
watching were clueless about the song! We had a
sumptuous dinner and had a restful night at the
Rainbow Hotel.

The following day, Friday, we woke up early. I was
so excited because we were to go trekking in Higi
Falls. We were all having fun when all of a sudden I
tripped. I was wet all over and worse, my camera,
which was a borrowed one, stopped functioning.
Everybody was so concerned, asking me every now
and then if 'm okay. I wasn’t able hurt though, but I
was worried about the camera. Aside from the fact
that it wasn’t mine, I no longer had one to capture
the precious moments with. That night, we had a
campfire and a barbecue dinner. We had games and
our group lost. As a consequence, we were made to
drink a certain kind of tea that had a horrible taste.
It was really yucky! But I went along with the
group and drank it all. We had a great time and
spent the night at Pension Carolina. I was still
bothered with the camera and cried a river so I
called up my mother and was relieved after talking
to her.

Saturday’s schedule was for nature study, a
marine tour. We went to the Ocean Expo Park, to
the Churaumi Aquarium, the biggest of its kind in
the world, which is home to countless number of
marine creatures like sharks, manta rays, fish of
many sizes and shapes and colors, corals and other
tropical marine life. Here, ine can experience the
splendor and mystery of the sea as if you were
diving down in to the depths, and I really enjoyed
the panoramic view of bountiful fish through the
largest acrylic window in the world. It was thrilling
getting a close-up look at sharks and rays at less
than an arm’s length away. Our next stop was just
as exciting-the sabani experience. The sabani is the
Okinawa traditional boat. We just didn’t have a ride,
we really rowed our own boats by groups and had a
race. It was tiring but we had a lot of fun.

On Sunday, we went to the Onna Village
Community center where we studied culture and
the traditional performing arts. I learned the basic

steps of the Eisadance, the Ryukyuan dance, and
the Danshin experience. We also went to chatan
and had an orientation in the sea desalination
facility. Later, at the JICA Okinawa International
Convention Center, we studied the history  of
Okinawa’s migration. The lectures were very
informative and we learned a lot.

The schedule for Monday was a visit to Shurijo
Castle. Seeing the grand castle is a must for anyone
visiting Okinawa. We learned a lot about its history
and were amazed at its magnificent splendor. From
here, we went to Naha Tenbus, where we learned
some traditional craftwork, glass, pottery, lacquer
ware, Shuri-ori weaving, Bingata dyeing. I chose to
do lacquer ware and as told that I was good at it. I
was happy to learn something new.

Tuesday was the last day of the tour. We went to
the Peace memorial Museum. An old man told. us
about the atrocities of World War II. We strolled
around the park where the names of all soldiers
who died during the war have been etched in a huge
granite-like marker, reminding everyone about the
inanities of war. In the afternoon, we had a walk at
Kokusaidori and strolled at the Naha market to
learn more about Okinawan lifestyle. Later, I was

fetched by my mother and sister and spent the
night with them.




Time flew so fast, the study tour has come to its
end. It was sad because I knew we were saying
good-bye to newfound friends. The farewell party
was fun at first but later, everyone grew emotional
and started hugging each other and crying. It
seemed everyone didn’t want to let go of each other
and we had endless picture taking. The staff had to
remind us many times over that time is up. I have
learned so many thingss I have gained many
friends; I have seen spectacular places; I have
experienced many new things. Friendship has no
borders. In spite of differences in culture and
tradition, language, race, belief, we can come
together in peace. And as what I have learned from
the POS and from my grandmother, the
word’ ICHARIBACHODE”
heart-everyone I've met is already a brother/sister

remains in my

to me. It was really a great experience meeting
you all. I just have one suggestion- I hope the next

participant from the Philippines will have the

opportunity to make use of Filipino/Tagalog.
Although we in the Philippines can understand
English, I would have been prouder to let everyone
know that Filipino/Tagalog is our national language
and would have loved sharing with them things
Filipino in Filipino.

In closing, I'd like to thank the Philippine
Okinawan Society for choosing me to be a part of
this; the Dean and my professors at the University
of the East, Caloocan for giving me considerations;
my family and friends for all the support; the
Okinawa Prefectural Government under Gov.
Inamine and the Junior Study Tour Staff, for
making this possible and all the Junior Study Tour
participants for making my one week in life
cherishable and to our great God who is the source
of my strength and courage in everything I do.
Thank you everyone. Domo arigato gozaimasu.
Maraming salamat po!
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2005 Junior Study Tour

Coming to Okinawa was a wonderful experience.
On the first day I was quite nervous and shy
because I was the only one coming from my country,
whereas, every other one had at least two or more
students.

Later on, we had to do a speech of our countries.
The thought of it made me have
Butterflies in my stomach but when I went up to
speak, it wasn’t so bad after all.

A group of Okinawan high school students put
together a short show for us.

My favourite part was the dance from Thailand-the
costumes were bright and colourful and the dance
was beautiful and elegant.

In the evening we had a welcome party. I really
liked this because it was like an ice breaker where
everyone had a chance to talk to each other. After
the party I began to feel more at ease and abit more
comfortable and settled.

The second day was great fun as we were
trekking in the Hiji falls. I got to see Okinawa’s
nature and experience the great outdoors. There
was a man who gave us a tour guide and talked to
us about a few things in the mountain. As we
walked further
more and more hot. We also had to climb up lots

into the falls, it was becoming

and lots of stairs which was really tiring. I saw
many creatures and insects that I hadn’t seen
before and they were beautiful. We come to a part
where we took our shoes and sock s off and walked
n stones and rocks through a river. This was fun but
quite painful for me because I sometimes stepped
on a few sharp stones were slippery.

Later, we were each given a lunch which was

wrapped up in a big leaf, it consisted of Onigiri and
a type of cake ball. I really liked the meal, it was
very delicious.

At the end of the tour we headed back. Before we
went back to the hotel, the man talked us more
about birds. He gave us a small block of wood and a
metal loop with a screw bit at the bottom of it. We
had to twist it in the hole in the wood and it made a
tweeting bird sound. I thought this was very clever
and quite fun because we were able to call the birds.

We then headed back to the hotel and had a camp
fire which was a great day.

On the third day we visited the aquarium. I really
enjoyed this as I saw so many weird looking
creatures and fishwith different colours, shapes
and sizes, but they were beautiful at the same time.

Later, we rowed on the Okinawan traditional
boat called the Sabani. This was a brilliant
experience for me because I had never actually
rowed on a boat before. It was very tiring though
but worth it though because I got to try something
new.

After we headed back to the hotel and played a
few games.

On the forth day I learned Eisa dance which was
with the mini drum-like instruments. This was so
much fun because I learned so many new and
beautiful moves. My other favourite part was
visiting the Okinawan International centre. Here,
we learnt about the history of Okinawa’s
immigration. I found this interesting as I learnt so
much about the hardship they went through just to
try and live in another country.

On the fifth day we visited Shurijyo Castle. I
found this amazing because it was absolutely huge
and beautiful with its many rooms full of different
I felt honoured
to be in the castle knowing that a king used to live
there.

colours and pattern, and designs.




Later, I learnt about lacquer-were. I got to make
one piece it was like a small plate with a beautiful
red flower on it. I found this enjoyable to make.

On the sixth day we visited the peace memorial
museum. This was my most favourite place. A man
sat us down and told us about his experience in
World War 2. This made me very emotional as it did
everyone else. It made me think how lucky I was to
be alive today and how I didn’t have to go through
so much hardship and pain.

Later, we went for a stroll down the market place.
This was great as I got to see the different shops
and the beautiful objects and craftwork they were
selling.

The seventh day was very sad because it was the
last day and everyone was emotional spatially at
the farewell party. We each had to give a speech in
Japanese for one minute. I wasn’t nervous as before,
but I hope that my pronunciation of Japanese was
okay. We were also presented with our own

certificate which was great. I didn’t want the day to
end, but unfortunately it went too quickly. We
signed each others shirts with little messages and
many were crying a lot. I was very emotional too,
but I managed not to cry although there were many
times when I was about to.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
prefectural ~ government for giving me this
wonderful chance to be a part of this study tour. I
also want to thank all the translators and stuff for
keeping the group together and for all their hard
work for organising many activities. It was an
honour to be there and learnt the history, culture,
traditional ways of Okinawa.

I know I don’t speak the Japanese language now,
but being in Okinawa has given me so much
inspiration and motivation to learn the language; so
I promise to learn Japanese and next time I'm there,
I will be speaking the language to you all. Thank
you again.
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ORGULLO DE SER UCHINANCHU

La oportunidad de viajar a Okinawa como tutora
de los becarios Emy Nakasato y Takashi Kamego
ha sido una experiencia muy enriquecedora.
Anteriormente habia podido disfrutar de la linda
isla también como becaria, por la Municipalidad de
Kitanakagusuku Son, en el afio 2003. En esta
ocasion, participar como tutora representé un reto
interesante para mi ya que pude ser responsable de
paises
compenetraran con la cultura de sus ancestros y

que  adolescentes de  diferentes
entre ellos mismos, sobre una base comuin que son
nuestras raices uchinanchus.
Jueves 14 Julio

Tuvimos un calido recibimiento desde que
llegamos al aeropuerto de Naha. Alli nos esperaban
los familiares y toda una Comisién de Recepcion,
con una gran bandera del Peru. Tuvimos el primer
encuentro con el Sr. Uema Katsumori, Sr. Uehara,
Srta. Gloria Uchida, Sra. Yoneko Tamaki y demas
del Kencho.
confirmamos lo que nos habian comentado sobre el
intenso calor que hace en Okinawa en los meses de

funcionarios En ese momento,

verano y pudimos saborear un poco de la
hospitalidad de los wuchinanchus que tanto
habiamos escuchado.
Viernes 15 Julio

Reunién en Consulado de Peri en Okinawa
(Kanehide Building — Naha) donde se entregaron
200 invitaciones y poster promocionales del
Centenario de la Inmigracion Okinawense al Peru
para ser repartidas a las principales instituciones
publicas y privadas.
Sabado 16, Domingo 17 y Lunes 18 Julio

Visita a los familiares y colocacién de péster sobre
el Centenario de la Inmigracion Okinawense al
Pera de los sitios mas concurridos por nikkei
peruanos: Pub “Paraiso” donde toca “Diamantes”
(Naha), Restaurant comida peruana “Pollo Rico”
(Nishihara), Restaurant comida peruana “Dino’s”
(Okinawa shi), Panaderia “Tus Amigos” (Okinawa
shi) , Discotecas “Tropicalisimo” “Salsatina” ,
Naha Peru Kyokai.
Martes 19 Julio

Almuerzo de Bienvenida organizado por Naha
Peru Kyokai.
Miércoles 20 Julio

Visita a la Municipalidad de Kitanakagusuku.
Invitacion al Alcalde al Centenario y a las Bodas de



Plata de Peru Kitanakagusuku Sonjinkai ( Agosto
2006).
Jueves 21 Julio

Fue el primer encuentro con todos los participantes
del Programa Junior Study Tour. Nos reunimos en
el cuarto piso del Kencho, donde nos presentamos y
recibimos las primeras charlas de Orientacion, asi
como los membrete, material y polo. También se
llevo a cabo la Presentacion a las Autoridades del
Kencho, teniendo el honor de recibir las palabras
Bienvenida del Prefecto Inamine también y demas
autoridades del Kencho. Luego, nuestro becario
peruano Takashi Kamego tuvo el privilegio de
representar a los becarios extranjeros dando el
discurso de Bienvenida. Este honor, debido a que en
el proximo afio 2006 se celebrara en Peru el
Centenario de la Inmigraciéon Okinawense al Peru.
Kamego Takashi
representacion de los

kun, en su discurso en

becarios extranjeros,
agradeci6 a la Prefectura de Okinawa por la
oportunidad que otorgan de conocer la tierra de sus
ancestros, de poder profundizar en la rica cultura
okinawense y por permitir que se forme y mantenga
una red de uchinanchus en todo el mundo a través
del Programa Junior Study Tour. Ademas, expreso
su alegria de poder compartir con descendientes
uchinanchus de la cultura de cada pais en
particular y el de poder hacer nuevos amigos.
También hizo la invitacion para que vengan a
conocer el Pert y para participar y celebrar juntos el
Centenario de la Inmigracién Okinawense al Peru.
Luego de los discursos protocolares, pasamos a
tomar la foto Conmemorativa con todos los
participantes, los organizadores y staff; y las
autoridades del Kencho, bajo el luminoso sol de
verano de Okinawa.

Posteriormente, fuimos deleitados con un rico
Almuerzo de Bienvenida, donde se empezaron a dar
las primeras comunicaciones entre los becarios
okinawenses y los de los diferentes paises. Luego,
nos dirigimos al Hotel “Rainbow”, a pocas cuadras
del Kencho, donde recibimos una orientacién mas
profunda del Programa. Fue una interesante tarde,
donde cada becario hizo una presentacién amplia de
su pais a través de videos, diapositivas, fotos, etc. Se
hicieron las divisiones por grupos y se designaron
los lideres de cada grupo. En esta tarde se hizo
también el estudio de saludos en los otros idiomas y
recibimos la visita y apoyo de un grupo de
colaboradores de un colegio Secundario. Esta noche

se tenia organizado la Fiesta de Bienvenida , pero
antes de eso, los participantes del Colegio
Secundario tenian preparados juegos, cantos y un
show cuyo objetivo era de “romper el hielo”, que
existe siempre cuando se conoce a personas por
primera vez. Pero la hospitalidad y carifio con que
nos recibieron y trataron hizo que esta labor no
fuera muy dificil. En la Fiesta de Bienvenida, hubo
una gran concurrencia, se llevo a cabo una corta
Ceremonia Protocolar; luego los participantes de
varios paises nos deleitaron con bailes tipicos de su
pais. Acabada la Fiesta hubo una reunion de lideres
y organizadores. Esta noche pernoctamos en el
Hotel “Rainbow”, Naha.
Viernes 22 Julio

Muy temprano partimos hacia Kunigami Son;
donde hicimos los estudios sobre
Naturaleza. Hicimos una ardua caminata en la

primeros

montafas “Hijiootaki”, donde caminamos por varias
horas  disfrutando del paisaje, flora y fauna
representativo de la zona de Yanbaru. Cruzamos un
riachuelo descalzos, remangandonos los pantalones,
disfrutamos de un natural almuerzo en medio de las
montafnas y escuchando el silbido de los pajaros de
la zona. Llegamos a una linda cascada, donde nos
refrescamos un poco, tomamos varias fotos,
descansamos y nos enrumbamos de regreso.
Llegamos a la Pension “Caroline” ubicado en Onna
Son, donde se llevo a cabo una parrillada en las
instalaciones de la Pensién y posteriormente, se
hizo una fogata, en la que se hicieron divertidos
juegos, bailes y canciones alrededor de la fogata.
Sabado 23 Julio

Continuando con los Estudios sobre Naturaleza,
fuimos al Ocean Expo Park “Acuario Churaumi”.
Pudimos ver y conocer la diversidad de peces y
especies marinas que abundan en el mar de
Okinawa, fue muy impresionante. Luego de ello, los
becarios disfrutaron del ultimo Estudio sobre
Naturaleza a través de la Practica de remo en bote
(sabani) donde aprendieron la mayoria a remar, y
compitieron amenamente. De retorno a la Pension,
los becarios huéspedes , prepararon juegos de
integracién, como “Uchinaguchi Quiz’ , “Teléfono
Malogrado” ; donde ademas de lograr el intercambio
cultural se divirtieron mucho.
Domingo 24 Julio

Empezaron las Practicas de Artes Tradicionales en
Onna Son. Se dividieron los Talleres de Sanshin,
Buyo y Eisa y en una hora aproximadamente,



los becarios pudieron aprender cada practica
Almorzamos en el Matsuri de Onna Son
y nos trasladamos a Chatan Cho, donde iniciamos el

escogida.

Estudio Social, con la visita de las instalaciones de
Agua Dulce, donde se dio la explicacion del
tratamiento que se le da al agua en Okinawa y la
importancia de su uso racional. Luego, se llevo a
cabo el Estudio de Historia, con la visita al Centro
Internacional JICA en Okinawa. Empezamos el
Taller “reflexion sobre la Historia de la Emigracién
Okinawense” donde divididos en grupos se analizd y
discuti6 casos reales de emigrantes, quienes
pasaron muchas peripecias; de esta forma, los
jovenes fueron entendiendo muchas cosas de sus
familias y a pesar de haber chicos de diferentes
paises descubrieron que dado las raices comunes su
antecesores tuvieron un paso comun. Regreso a la
ciudad de Naha, Hotel “Rainbow”.

Lunes 25 Julio

Visita al Castillo de Shuri, Naha; dentro del
Estudio de Historia. Previa explicacion, se visitd
también el Patrimonio de
Sonohianutakiishimon. Luego, se llevo a cabo el
Taller de Artesania Tradicional, luego de ver un

Tamaudoun y

video explicativo, los becarios hicieron Bingata,
Laqueado o Textileria, segtin lo que habian escogido.
Martes 26 Julio

Dentro del Estudio sobre la Paz, fuimos a visitar el
Museo Conmemorativo de la Paz, donde un
profesor que fue participante y testigo vivencial de
la guerra dio una didactica charla sobre sus
vivencias en la guerra, de como se llevo a cabo, y lo
crudo que se vivié en la guerra. Se visito el museo,
la lapidas y el parque. Luego, dentro del estudio de
contacto directo con Okinawa, guiados por los
voluntarios del Colegio Secundario y divididos por
grupos hicimos un recorrido a pie por las principales
calles de la ciudad de Naha, terminando en Kokusai
douri. Retornamos a la Prefectura y a las casas de
los familiares del Homestay.
Miércoles 27 Julio

Se llevo a cabo la Ceremonia de Clausura, donde
los becarios recibieron el Certificado de haber
culminado exitosamente el Programa, expusieron lo
aprendido y vivido en el Programa. Mostraron lo
aprendido en Eisa, Buyo y Sanshin y algunos
becarios bailaron danzas tipicas de su pais. Takashi
Kamego y Emy Nakasato, bailaron un sabroso
huaylas, representando al Perd. Fue una ceremonia
muy emotiva porque ademas fue la Despedida de

los Participantes.
Jueves 28 Julio
Retorno a Pert.

Agradezco a mi familia que me acogié en la semana
de Homestay, a la Prefectura de Okinawa por el
esfuerzo que hacen por preservar la cultura
okinawense a través de Programas como este , y a
todos los organizadores del Kencho, staff que nos
acompano, a los becarios okinawense y extranjeros
y tutores participantes por el esfuerzo impartido,
por la linda experiencia compartida en esta semana
muy productiva que no olvidaré y que creo que los
becarios tampoco lo haran.

Muchas Gracias!!
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