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., Ay Al 20 T Jul 21 (Wed) Jul 22 (Thu) Jul 23 (Fri) Jul 24 (Sat) Jul 25 (Sun) Jul 26 (Mon)
Tim ™. Diay 1 Dajy 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7
6:30 6:30 Wake-up time 6:30 Wake-up time \
7:00 7:00 Breakfast 7:00 Wake-up time 7:00 Breakfast 7:00 Wake-up time 7:00 Wake-up time
7:30 Breakfast 7:30 Breakfast 7:30 Breakfast
8:00 8:00 Depart Recreation Center 8:00 Departure
Staff set up meeting venue Announcements and confirmatior *collection of previous day's reportg}8:40 Departure 8:30 Departure
A 8:30 Arrive at Prefectural Govt. Bidg. }8:30 Departure in the bus] *collection of previous day's reportg *collection of previous day's
8:45 Courtesy Visit and Ceremony *collection of previous day's . inthe busj reports|
9:00 | \(n‘lli‘;hlthe Governor e hoto] 00 reoorts in the bus| 9:00
elcome ceremony & group photo) |9:
i 9:30 Depart Prefectural Govt. Bldg. Nature Study Peace Study 9:30
*collection of previous day's reports in M tai 10:30 :00~9:15 *showing of video recording HistorylSociaI Study
10:00 10:00 Chaperones, sponsors, and staff the bus| (Mountains) History Study :16~10.15 *Tour of Peace Memorial Musey  Lesson room
| gather at Kampo Recreation Center Trekkng at higashi no sawa *Shurl6 Castle Stroll through the park 4th floor of Bunka Tembusu Kar
Preparatory meeting| *Stona pavements in Shur-Kinjo |*Corrierstone of Peace Workshop
11:00 11:00 Tour of Bankoku Shinrydkar town 10:45 Depart Peace Memorial Park | *No skirts (everyone will sit on the |11:00 Venue preparation begins
11:00 Himeyuri Peace Monumenlfioor) (Tembusu Kan)
11:30 Lunch - 1F Restaurani : * Ms. Ruri Miyara's War Experience Tal Staff and Volunteers gathe
12:00 Nature Study (Ocean) 14400 End of trekking 11:45 Visit the Himeyuri Peace [ 12:00 Lunch
12:15 Arrive at Ocean Expo Park v Monument
12:30 Registration begins for 12:30 Lunch 12:30 Lunch/Bentd 12:30 Lunch
particiants 12:30 Lunch
13:00 Culture Study *"Y{ibidd" in Itoman City 13:00 Workshop resumes 13:00 Registration begins for
13:20 Registration ends for participants |13:15 Tour of Churaumi Aquariun  |(Break or laundrv until Eisa clas|13:30 Arrive at Prefectural Museum particioants
_113:30 Opening Ceremony *Tour of Okinawa Prefectural 13:30~15:00
~Orientation~ Museum & Art Museum 13:30 Depart "YTbido" +Collection of previous day's reports|
14:00 | Overall Explanation, Confirmatior 14:30 14:00 End of Workshop

:

15:00

ﬂ

Distribution of study tools
Distribution of report sheets
1) Participant self-introductions

_l 2) Group allocation, announcement of

arouo leaders
3) Language study
4) General introduction of own country

14:30 Dolphin Performance Show

15:15 Arrive at Emerald Beach
Swimmina & beach recreation

14:30 Depart Museum

14:45 Arrive at Naha City Traditional
Arts and Crafts Center

First-hand experience of Okinawa
traditional performing arts *karate,
sanshin, Ryukydan dance

Social Study
(daily life: town & people)
[*Stroll in Machigwa Marketplace
*Guides: Alumni volunteers

Eisa Class (4th day)

15:30 Class ends/change clothes
*Final stage check

14:30~15:30
Rehearsal
15:00 Registration begins for guests

15:30~16:15
Presentation for participants to

16:00 JDav 1) 16:00 Eisa class 16:00 Eisa performance reoort the results of their study
(1st day) 16:00First-hand experience making 16:20~16:40
~Break~ 16:30 Depart Emerald Beach traditional arts and crafts *bingata 16:30 Finish Closing Ceremony
(Okinawan colorful dyed fabrics) *pass out report sheets & surveys|16:40 Preparation for Sayonara Party
17:00 _|17:00 Exchange Program i i (i saimmssine ~nd Bt |17:00 End of stroll 17:00 ~End of dav's schedule~ [17:00 Savonara Party
17:15 Depart Tembusu Kan ~leave with homestav families~
Announce room assignments 20 ming17:30 Dinner 17:30 Depart Tembusu Kan ¥Approx. 200 participants|
before arrivina at hotell (Barbeque)
18:00 _|18:00 End of Exchange Program 18:00 Arrive at Tsutsuji Eco-Park 18:00 Arrive at Kampo Recreation
ﬂMove luggage to rooms 18:15 Dinner 18:15 Arrive at /foman Seinen no le |18:15 Dinner
_118:30 Welcome Party 18:30 Dinner 18:30
Dinner at Kampo Recreation Centel Ending & Dismissal
19:00 | *Approx. 80 participants| 19:00 Exchange Program 19:00 Workshop meeting (chaperones)
~Camp Fire~ 19:15 Eisa Class
19:30 General introduction of own 19:30 Eisa Class (3rd day) Homestay
country (Day 2) (2nd day)
20:00 _|20:00 End of Welcome Party Pace it ronart choate
20:30 ~End of dav's schedule~
i Staff meeting -pass out report sheets| *pass out report sheets| *pass out report sheets| Homestay
21:00 | 21:00 ~End of dav's schedule~ |21:00 ~End of dav's schedule~ 21:00 ~End of dav's schedule~
Staff meeting Staff meeting Staff meeting
] ~End of dav's schedule~
Staff meeting
22:00 _|22:00 Bedtime 22:00 Bedtime 22:00 Bedtime 22:00 Bedtime 22:00 Bedtime
Lodging] Kampo Recreation Center Tsutsuji Eco-Park Tsutsuji Eco-Park ltoman Seinen no le Kampo Recreation Center Homestay Homestay
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dia Mar. 20/7 Mie. 21/7 Jue. 22/7 Vie. 23/7 Sab. 24/7 Dom. 25/7 Lun. 26/7
hora ™\ ler dfa 2do dfa der dia 4to dia Sto dfa 6to dia Imo dfa
6:30 | :30 Levantarse 6:30 Levantarse
7:00 p 7:00 Desayuno 7:00 Levantarse 7:00 Desayuno 7:00 Levantarse 7:00 Levantarse
B 7:30 Desayuno 7:30 Desayuno 7:30 Desayuno
8:00 R 8:00 Partida: hotel rekucenter 8:00 Partida
Arreglo del local por personal Repaso de las instrucciones| «juntar los reportes del dfa anterior 8:30 Partida
4 encargado :Sg Llegada a la Ofic. Prefectural 8:30 Partida en el bus - juntar reportes del dia anterior en bus [|8:30 Partida
:45 Visita al Gobernador *juntar reportes del dfa ahterior en bus . *juntar reportes del dfa anterior en bus
9:.00 | (Ceremonia de bienvenida, foto) ~ |9:00 Estudio. sobre la Paz
9:00-9:15 Video documental
i 0:30 Partida de la Ofic. Prefectural | Naturaleza (Montafia ) 9:15-10:15 9:30
-juntar los reportes del dfa anterior @Museo Conmem. de la Paz . . .
10:00 _j 10:00 Reunién previa de Tutores, en el bus @ Caminata por Higashi no @Recorrido por el parque Historia*Sociedad
Organizadores y Personal sawa @L4pidas de la Paz embusukan 4to piso Lesson room
3 en Kamporekucenter 10:30 Taller
Histori 10:45 Partida del Parque de la paz %no usar faldas (se sentaran en el
11.00 | 11:00 Visita al Gentro de Srona 11:00 Museo de la Paz Himeyuri suelo) 11:00 Disposicién del local
iConvenciones Bankoku Shinryokan @ Castillo Shuri Relato sobre experiencias de guerra (Tembusu)
_311:30 Almuerzo en Restaurante + @ Caminito de piedra en (Profesora Ruri Miyara) Reunién de personal y voluntarios
1er piso Kanagusuku 11:45 Recorrido por Museo de la
12:00 | Naturaleza (Mar) 12:00 Fin de la caminata Paz Himeyuri 12:00 Almuerzo
12:15 OceanExpo Park
_412:30 Llegada y registro de los 12:30 Almuerzo 12:30 Almuerzo 12:30 Almuerzo 12:30 Almuerzo
participantes Restaurante Yubidou en Itoman
13:00 Cult 13:00 Continuacién del taller 13:00 Registro de participantes
T 13:20 Fin de registro 13:15 Acuario Chura Umi (Hora de descanso/lavado de ropa uftura
13:30 Ceremonia de apertura hasta la practica de eisa) 13:30 Museo Prefectural y 13:30 Partida de Yubidou 13:30~15:00
~Orientacién~ Museo de Bellas Artes »juntar los reportes del dfa anterior
14:00 _|-Descripcién del programa 14:00 Fin del taller
*Entrega de material 14:30 Pré4ctica de Eisa
_3-Distribucién de reportes 14:30 Show de delfines 14:30 Partida del Museo oAl . . (4to dra) 14:30~15:30 Ensayo
14:45 Artes Tradicionales Sociedad (c'Udad gente )
15:00 _|(DPresentacion de participantes 3Karate, Sanshin, danza Ryukyu @Recorrido por el mercado 15:00 Registro de invitados y
(@Presentacién de grupos vy Ifderes |[15:15 @Playa “Emerald beach” %Org. por graduados voluntarios demés participantes
_|@Taller de idiomas bafio y recreacién en la playa 15:30 Fin practica. Cambio de ropa |15/ 30~16: 15
(@Presentacién de c/pafs (1er dia) |%Revisi6n final de escenario Prasentaci6n fina
16:00 | 16:00 Préctica de Eisa 16:00 Centro Artesanal de Naha 16:00 Presentaci6n de Eisa
~descanso~ (1er dfa) K Teifido bingata, Tejido Shuri, 16:20~16:40
il 116:30 Partida al hotel Lacado ryukyuniano 16:30 F'n de presentacién Clausura
*Distribucién de reportes|16-40 Preparativos para la fiesta
17:00 _J17:00 Activ. de Integracién 17:00 Fin del recorrido 17:00 Estadfa con la familia 17:00 Fiesta de Despedida
¥org. por graduados voluntarios 17:15 Partida de Tembusukan al x |Xorg. por graduados voluntarios
| Designacién de habitaciones 20min. 17:30 Cena (parrillada) hotel 17:30 Partida de Tembusukan al 3%200 personas aprox|
antes de la llegada al hotel hotel
18:00 _J 18:00 Fin ~ Transporte del 18:00 Llegada a Tsutsuji Eco Park 18:00 Llegada: Kamporekucenter
equipaje a sus habitaciones |[18:15 Cena 18:15 Llegada: Casa de la Juventud |18:15 Cena
18:30 Fiesta de Bienvenida 18:30 Cena 18:30
) Cena en Kamporekucenter |Fin ~ Despedida
19:00 i %80 personas aprox. 19:00 Activ. de Integracién 19:00 Arreglos del taller (tutores)
~Fogata~ 19:15 Préctica de Eisa |
‘1 9:30 Presentacién de c/pafs (2do dfa)]3org. por graduados voluntarios 19:30 Préctica de Eisa (3er dra) Homestay
+Distribucién de reportes| (2do dfa)
20:00 _J20:00 Fin de la fiesta
20:30 ~Fin de la jornada~
Reuni6n del personal «Distribucién de reportes| «Distribucién de reportes| «Distribuci6n de reportes| Homestay
21:00 21:00 ~Fin de la jornada~ 21:00 ~Fin de la jornada~ 21:00 ~Fin de la jornada~
Reuni6n del personal Reuni6én del personal Reunién del personal
~Fin de lajornada del dfa~
Reunién del personal
22:00 ]22:00 Hora de dormir 22:00 Hora de dormir 22:00 Hora de dormir 2200 Hora de dormir 22:00 Hora de dormir |
Estadia | Hospedaje Kamporekucenter Tsutsuji Eco Park Tsutsuji Eco Park Casa de la Juventud en Itoman | Hospedaje Kamporekucenter Homestay Homestay
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Relatorio Junior Study Tour

A oportunidade veio ha 2 anos atras quando eu ainda ndo
tinha uma nog¢@o de como seria viajar para Okinawa. Tive
que fazer testes para tentar ganhar essa viagem, sempre freq
tientei a escola japonesa, porém nunca levei com seriedade
nos estudos. Acabei ndo passando no teste, perdi por alguns
pontos e ndo consegui ganhar a viagem.

Esse ano € o ano mais corrido para mim, estou no ultimo
ano do colegial e irei fazer o teste para tentar entrar na
universidade. Estava corrido para mim, estudando o dia
inteiro e tentando decidir o meu futuro’em pouco espago
de tempo, até que um dia minha mée chegou para mim e
perguntou se eu queria ir para o Japdo, ndo tinha entendido
direito até ela me explicar o que estava acontecendo.
Acabei sendo escolhido pela Associagdo Okinawa de
Campo Grande para viajar esse ano para Okinawa com o
Junior Study Tour, foi uma grande surpresa para mim, era a
minha chance de poder conhecer Okinawa.

No comeg¢o foi uma correria para mim, tinha que
resolver varios assuntos da viagem e tentar acompanhar a
escola ao mesmo tempo. Ao final tudo deu certo e acabei
conseguindo entregar e resolver todos os arranjos para a
viagem a tempo. Estava nervoso, ndo sabia o que eu iria
encontrar em Okinawa.

Finalmente chegou o dia, iria enfrentar uma longa
viagem pela frente. No aeroporto de Sdo Paulo acabei
conhecendo os participantes do Brasil e da Bolivia, juntos
enfrentamos a longa viagem para Okinawa. Quando
chegamos a Okinawa estava nervoso, ndo sabia direito
como me comportar na frente de parentes que nunca tivera
visto antes, achei que iria ser muito complicado para mim
em questdes de comunicagao.

Nao foi tdo ruim quanto eu imaginava, foi até tranqiilo,
conseguia entender bastante o que eles falavam, porém na
hora de dialogar me complicava um pouco. Nos primeiros
dias de “Home Stay” pude conhecer muito bem os meus

parentes e passear bastante em Okinawa, até deu tempo
para fazer algumas compras.

Apos alguns dias de “Home Stay” chegou o dia de me
despedir temporariamente e finalmente conhecer os outros
participantes do Junior Study Tour. Estava ansioso, ndo
sabia os tipos de pessoas de outras nagdes iria encontrar
naquele momento. Nos botaram em uma sala com os 36
participantes, sendo 15 okinawanos e 25 de outras na
¢des. Brasil, Argentina, Peru, Bolivia, México, Cuba,
Estados Unidos, Canada, Alemanha, Nova Caledonia(New
Caledonia) e Japdo. Portugués, Espanhol, Inglés, Francés,
Alemado e Japonés, todas essas nagdes e linguas em um s
6 local. Todos apresentaram suas palestras e suas apresenta
¢oOes culturais. Ainda era meio estranho para todos, muitos
estavam timidos ainda com a nova experiéncia.

No outro dia fomos ao aquario, vimos varios tipos
de animais marinhos diferentes, era enorme o local, o
segundo maior aquario do mundo. Apds o aquario fomos
ver a apresentagdo de golfinhos, algo que nunca tinha
visto antes, e logo apds fomos a praia, jogamos um futebol
na areia e entramos no mar. Apds a praia fomos para o
nosso alojamento no “Tsutsuji Eco-Park™, um local muito
lindo e tranqiiilo para se ficar. Ficamos 2 dias no “Tsutsuji
Eco-Park” o tempo que ficamos 14 agente pode fazer uma
caminhada nas montanhas, algo que nunca tinha feito em
esse tipo de local. Desse dia em diante fomos designados
em fazer uma tarefa dificil, o de aprender tocar Eisa
em 4 dias, todo dia tinhamos aulas de Eisa, nunca tinha
experimentado, porém gostei muito de tocar. Tivemos
churrasco com alguns participantes do Junior Study Tour
passado e o Camp Fire no final do dia.

O Junior Study Tour nio foi apenas diversdo, aprendi
muitas outras coisas sobre a cultura okinawana e o que
eles passaram durante a Segunda Guerra Mundial. Visitei
o castelo Shuri-jo, um castelo que fora construido pela
China, boa parte dela implantada com ouros e uma forte
cor vermelha. Visitamos museus, um com objetos e
animais de Okinawa e o outro sobre a Segunda Guerra
Mundial, o quanto inocentes de Okinawa sofreram nas maos
dos americanos, o museu mostrava historias de pessoas
que sofreram com a guerra, suas historias escondidos
em cavernas improvisadas e partes de uniformes e fotos
de pessoas mortas na guerra, 0 museu tentava mostrar a
importéncia de se ndo fazer guerra, o tanto que as pessoas
inocentes perderam nessas batalhas e que néo tinha
nenhuma razdo e vantagem em matar pessoas.

Tive também novas oportunidades, toquei Sanshin e fiz
bingata, descobri que sou horrivel nos dois. Nas viagens
de local para outro local aproveitdvamos nosso tempo para
cantar karaoké no 6nibus, uma das coisas mais divertidas




da viagem, todos escolhiam musicas e cantavam juntos, até
eu me arrisquei a cantar uma, porém ndo deu muito certo.

A medida que o tempo ia acabando todos tentavam
aproveitar o maximo do tempo possivel, fazendo algumas
festinhas de noite com o pessoal. Sim, ninguém queria se
despedir e perder toda a amizade que fora feita dentro da
viagem. No penultimo dia apresentamos com o pessoal
o que tinhamos aprendido com o melhor professor
qualificado para nos ensinar a tocar o Eisa, ndo foi facil
aprender nesse curto periodo de espago, porém foi um
sucesso, tocamos na Kokusai Dori com varias pessoas
nos olhando. No ultimo dia foi o pior, tinhamos que nos
despedir de todos os participantes, era o fim da viagem porém
um comego de uma nova amizade entre todos.

Com o Junior Study Tour, pude aprender muitas coisas,
conhecer pessoas de outros locais e fazer amizades
importantes na minha vida. Tive sorte de néo ter ido 2 anos
atras nessa viagem, eu ainda era novo e ndo tinha muita
maturidade que tenho comparado nos dias de hoje. Gragas
a essa viagem pude fazer escolhas que eu ainda tinha
duvidas em decidir para o meu futuro, uma delas e voltar
para okinawa para estudar e reencontrar com as pessoas
que pude fazer amizades nessa viagem.

Gostaria de agradecer muito todas as pessoas que
conheci e me ajudaram na viagem, a Associagdo Okinawa
de Campo Grande por me dar essa oportunidade unica e
também ao pessoal de Okinawa por montar esse programa
maravilhoso, dando oportunidades de outros paises
conhecerem sua cultura. E concerteza irei passar adiante
a experiéncia que tive para as outras pessoas a respeito de
Okinawa.

Muito obrigado.
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"Ichariba choode"

En primer lugar quiero presentarme, Soy Paula Goya y

tengo 17 afios.
Al principio siempre escuchaba a mis amigos hablar sobre
la beca a Okinawa y sus experiencias, anécdotas y siempre
me decia que al afio siguiente intentaria ir a la entrevista
pero por algiin motivo u otro nunca pude presentarme.

Este afio al volver de mis vacaciones, mis amigos me
alentaron y me animé a ser una de las aspirantes para viajar.
No me tenia mucha fe, ya que algunos de los chicos que se
habian presentado estaban en mejores condiciones que yo.
Sin embargo me eligieron y senti una alegria inmensa en mi
corazon, no podia creerlo, estaba aténita.

Al emprender el viaje pude conocer mejor a mi compa
fiera Erika. Estaba ansiosa, con miedo de perderme en el
aeropuerto, ya que era la primera vez que viajaba sola y
nerviosa porque iba a conocer a mis familiares y a otros 40
chicos que compartian este sentimiento conmigo.

Cuando llegué a Okinawa no podia creerlo, era
mi primera vez en la tierra de mis abuelos y muchas
emociones juntas pasaron por mi cabeza. En esos primeros
S dias que pude pasar en la casa de mis tios abuelos me
llevaron a conocer la casa donde vivio mi obachan de
pequeila y a toda mi familia que vivia en Okinawa. A pesar
de que no hablo japonés, mis tios abuelos se esforzaban

por explicarme y contarme acerca de mis antepasados, de
la cultura de Okinawa y de hacerme sentir lo mas comoda
posible.

Cuando lleg6 el momento de ir a encontrarme con
los chicos del JST estaba realmente ansiosa y nerviosa,
pensaba que iba a ser muy dificil entablar una conversacioén
y mas aun una amistad con ellos pero por mi parte iba a dar
todo mi esfuerzo.

Ese primer dia hubo actividades de integracion y una
fiesta de bienvenida que nos ayudo a apartar la timidez
y a acercarnos y conocernos. Fue una tarde/noche muy
divertida y dinamica.

El segundo dia me encantd porque fue el dia de la
naturaleza. Conocimos el acuario Chura Umi, el mas
hermoso que vi en mi vida! , fuimos al show de delfines y
por ultimo a la playa. Cada dia iba conociendo un poco mas
acerca de los chicos.

El tercer dia fue el dia de la caminata por Higashi no sawa
y el monte Tamatsuji, fue muy impresionante por lo menos
para mi, ya que les tengo terror a los insectos.[]

Ese dia tuvimos la primera practica de Eisa que fue genial
ya que yo soy miembro de Matsuri Daiko y lo disfrute
muchisimo. Ademas fue la noche de la parrillada en donde
los ex participantes hicieron juegos muy divertidos y luego
vino la fogata que fue muy linda ya que nos pusimos a
bailar.

Al cuarto dia me gusté mucho conocer el castillo Shuriy
el taller de sanshin y también fuimos a un museo de bellas
artes.

Todas las noches distribuian de manera distinta las
personas en los cuartos, y era una de las cosas que mas
me gustaba ya que gracias a ello pude conversar con casi
todas las chicas. Nos quedabamos hablando hasta tarde
de las diferentes cosas que haciamos en nuestros paises y
de a poco y sin darnos cuenta se iba formando una linda
amistad.

Al quinto dia nos toco el estudio sobre la paz. Creo
que fue uno de los dias mas emotivos para mi porque
recorrimos el museo de la paz y escuchamos a una de las
enfermeras que sobrevivio de la guerra. Cuando terminé
de hablar y me estrecho la mano para saludarme, senti una
sensacion de respeto y admiracion hacia ella, ya que es una
mujer muy fuerte que supero el sufrimiento para que las
personas conozcan de verdad acerca de lo que se vivio en
esa época.

Al sexto dia pude aprender y conocer acerca de la
emigracion okinawense, de la historia de Okinawa. Fue
muy importante ese dia porque todos supimos la verdadera
importancia de ser un uchinanchu.

Ese dia sabiamos que era nuestra tltima noche juntos,




entonces hicimos una minifiesta en la sala de recepcion.
Nadie queria irse a dormir.

.Luego de ese taller tuvimos nuestra ultima practica de
Eisa ya que nos ibamos a presentar en la esquina
de Heiwadori. Cuando terminamos nadie queria
volver a su homestay auque sea por un dia. Desde ese dia
ya comenzabamos a sentir que se acercaba el momento de
despedirnos y comenzamos a llorar.

Cuando volvi con mis tios abuelos por un lado me sentia
muy triste porque me estaba separando de los chicos por
un dia pero al verlos a ellos también senti felicidad, los
extrafiaba.

Al otro dia cuando volvi a ver a los chicos, nos abrazamos
como si nos hubiésemos separado por un tiempo largo. En
el altimo dia nos tocaba la presentacion final de cada uno.
Ese fue un momento indescriptible, cada uno debia escribir
un pequefio agradecimiento dedicado al JST. Cuando
fue mi turno para leer, las lagrimas no cesaban. Todos nos
alentabamos ya que estabamos todos llorando o al borde de
las lagrimas. Todos sabiamos que ese era nuestro tltimo dia
juntos.

Al terminar de expresar nuestros agradecimientos, cada
pais hizo su presentacion y fue muy divertido.

Cuando comenzamos a cantar Shimanchu nu Takara las
lagrimas continuaron. Por ultimo nos firmamos con
mensajes hermosos las remeras que JST nos habian
obsequiado.

La despedida fue lo mas triste, fue un momento de
abrazos y llantos, de alegria y tristeza. Alegria por haber
conocido a estas hermosas personas y tristeza porque era
nuestra despedida.

Por todos estos momentos tan inolvidables que pase en
esas 2 semanas, por haber conocido mas acerca de la vida
de mis abuelos, por permitirme conocer y abrazar a mis
tios abuelos y por llevarme de Okinawa a 41 hermanos mas
que aunque seamos de distintas partes del mundo nos une
la sangre Okinawense, quiero agradecer a la prefectura de
Okinawa por darme esta oportunidad alucinante que supe
aprovechar con todas mis fuerzas.

Gracias por los karaokes, las risas, las charlas, los "TE
AMO". Cada dia me levanto y pienso en lo afortunada que
fui por haber sido seleccionada y compartir estos hermosos
recuerdos del JST con ellos.

Tengo la esperanza de que alguin dia pueda volver a
viajar y reencontrarnos todos. Finalmente todos pudimos
comprobar que el idioma no es una barrera cuando la

sangre nos une.



TEH AR A &=

K TUH sVRT4F

e

T/ 2APTLA

e

010EMBS 2 =T AT 4=V T —

I a=7 Ry T =7 —=Z&meEL Thstt
RESETEREBANSRSEDIIRDEL,
Z LU TROMBESCH L WHRZRDIT S ENTER
ZEITEHLET,

SETERORIEDRVWEBICEATZZERE,
DO > T NEE L THEIILTINEY T —
BRECSMENOKFHFBLIITETIIRE T H A,

HRBICEVWEZHIBZESNE ZIZNWS ENIEMEU
SNFVATLE, BRIZESTBIEIIALEITHEZAENR
WHNTE L, YORX51 AENWIEEZAENEY
IZBWLMWo =TT, TS OB Z#7ZD.
AEHTR2Y > NI DOFEKERE LAY ERFATIES
TEZ2EVWELZ, Oy 7T —SMEBEBLHDTH /=
LERELEERZL WXL, AOSEITIAARIC
HELTHHADDEAIM? BIZHIEAARDEE
EHETEDDEADIMN? EVNHIRELETHHITVTL
2o THHARBKBFIZHGTDOENZNWI ERIBALD
ELTWBDEHTRLLULELE, TLTHARED
SaZ =T arnEnTnEDITRDELE,

MAEL 7 —TOFIVIT>TF— 3>y
bolzt, =427\ (W< DOhOF —LlXaiEY
T —BMEBNRE) HAREDEBEEHED D ZENT
ZFE L7

ZTDHESEOBMZITV, REIZITT IV AL
N—T 1 —2fTWE Lz, TOROHIZETZHBL
FL/m, ZFITREBZIVWANTINZDIZEIMSE
Tl ZOYT7—I3ZDH L TIIHELLZIND D
DTIREVWEBSTW=DTZIDOXD =5 DRI
LTEEL TWEZDIEWS ETHH D £ A

ESWKIEE, TAFN RE-FIZbITEEL
KIEEEIZEIFEELLSKENSEZTY, 7IECF
COKKBETIIRSZEDTELRWARZRSZEMNT
x L7/

FNMSESTHIIMHA T2 HEHITKE kGRS &
WHZEEZHDE L, E=FIFETHELLITIE
CFDFENERALESTWE LA, BIZELSK
WBEEE SO TWTKIBESZARIESHDEHATL
2o BRTINTIIBRERTOFEEL L LT

FHIZHABR MSEDOIREZE N L vF T LEL
BROBEWEZAEXTIHEZWHE, 5 ThWEICH
MNFE L. FIFENWEZAFTTITF<HICADMOM
HIVBELEERDODELE, TOHEIFXRTIVKD
KBIZITE, BLIZERERYLERFELEZ. ZDH
BERIZDWT, =< TA¥UELE,

FNESETIRALEIEBRWEMZES S AHAD
ZEMTEELE, RMTESTIIZEEHEL DIZHIDHTD
KB TLIz, TOHETAH—DHEZLEL 7=

ETNNSEIEY Y =B MEFEN—_XFa1—-L L
7o BBIZF Y>> T 774V —TCHEAZVE /DL
L7

HEBEADITEELZ, BANOFTHAHIZES EZ D
1. BAZT TRASAEROBEBE ST AN oh
TV EMEELE, LMALE2RHRKED &I
BEXNTHEOE BISFRACETTIN TS EY
FEHMOELE. BEESW. BIEMEBITEEL
BLULNEDLBZENTELTRATLENELWTY
AN D ZENTEE L, TORII=ZBEHE
F L7

D TORBRTLENETHBRUITAD XL, BLO
2ANDBULIAERTIAB=ZHREZHT 720D LH
SITEDTESFEETLE, £0%, (AR E L X
L7ze BLLKABTLENETHEHLWBDE D)
DELZ. FTFINIR->ZHERITA Y —0FEZE L
FLlL7/z, SHARB—BELWHTLRE, HAAMRTYERM
FREEICITE, BMRFOETAERE L, £TITRY
AYABIZDOWTORAELHBOANNZHITHL TE
DED IS =D, BPFOBPEORZEEZMS Z
EMTEE Lz, BfEE AP L TEIEE DA
SNTVWEEESLELE, TITYIVYEIZESOH
BOA4RTZRDITE L, BENVIIADEHLRZRE
Tz, BEEASIESZZHETHOEFOFEZL T
<N7ZDTT, @EFNKHDBELIALAEFZLTN
F L7z, TOBWEMAABREEL TWELZ, DPLEDS
DTS, £5<bs—. FHED, EEED 2T
NTOBMEELLEF Lz, BERRANSZTOTFIC
LTHhHBEDHHEEIFELZ, BRETEO TWBIEDNZ
STABVFELE, RTINVICEDIA Y —DHE %=L
FL/me RREMANDEONTE TRV ALZEIXL




8
7t
23
an
&

MEEZROEEZLE L, ETHENTVWEZDTY
MEES—FEIZRDERED £ L=,
XETARTEOH=ZIISME L, £ I TIEIEE
ROGEEZMEE Lz, PLEKEZHN LR BBIHK
ERNIAY—OHEOH EREREZ LT Lz, &
DT IADEDHKFIZEDLE T X L. Zh
B—F0BRWHIZ/RDET, TORIIMANDORRE
—RBICTHERNNE L, BEATH, UL TARTE
TREOGRIBEEZ L TEERITMAE L. £h5
WO ZRBIISEBENN—FT 1 =M FEO NI T &
—%K5>j%ﬁ0§btoﬁﬁtﬁhmflfﬁ—
WO, BREOLTI RO Fa—0ERZHVELE,
BHWDOTI VI A o0FEEZZLELE. B
Mz Lizds, MiEhy 7 —0m&bo7=Z ENEU
SNRNEHFE THIEWNIZARD £ L, 22T
STANMEZELE, BEICH b S THMOSIMEDN
REDIZET<NE L

7oL E3IANRODELE, PIESFATDODNT
BUDHTLAEZERMHBTHE I ANET Y —F
v N TCORFET L. REVFF—2F a2 RKEMNH 5
DTEITRALESLEERESTET., HilLkALEBE
DHENWEZDY T —%2@L THS Z &N TEHH
ZVWDETHARUNICLIZNWEERNET,
IDYT7—2IZn6dT o LT THRLWERES
TWET, BERS ZOLD BERIIMTIIHFDZ &
MTERBRNIETHO, RO EHEFRFIZEL T
WO TERLWASTY, ABICHDMESTINEL
en

Okinawa, JST 2010

Haber participado del Junior Study Tour logré que viera
el mundo desde un punto de vista diferente, conocer mis raices,
las de mis antepasados y nuevos amigos; sin mencionar
que me dio la oportunidad de conocer a familiares que
en mi vida habia visto, y por todo ello no tengo palabras
suficientes para describir qué tan agradecida estoy hacia
todos los que hicieron posible este tour y también los
participantes, muchisimas gracias.

El dia que llegué a Okinawa no podia creer que estaba
alli, siempre habia querido ir. Llegamos a la noche y fui a
comer con mi tia y probé el “taco rice” realmente me gusto.
Los siguientes dias visité a mis familiares, vi los hanabi en
Motobu, Yanbaru, fui a Gyokusendou y compré regalos.

El primer dia con los chicos del tour estaba algo nerviosa
porque no sabia como seria, si me entenderian o si seria
capaz de entenderles. Cuando vi que todos hacian lo posible
para entender y hacerse entender me quedé aliviada,
podia comunicarme. Luego de hacer la orientacion en

el Kamporekucenter, nos conocimos mejor mediante

juegos (algunos organizados por los ex-becarios), hicimos
la presentacion de algunos paises y al final del dia el
“Welcome Party”.

Al dia siguiente visitamos al gobernador, donde nos recibid
la vice-gobernadora, sé que el gobierno de Okinawa fue el
responsable del viaje, por lo que estaba emocionada, sin
mencionar que estabamos ante una persona tan importante!
Fuimos al Acuario Chura Umi y a la playa Emerald
Beach. Es increible lo grande que es el acuario, la verdad
es hermoso, pude ver animales acuaticos que no hay en
los acuarios de Argentina y aprendi que Chura Umi es
el segundo acuario méas grande del mundo. La playa es
espectacular, practicamente lo contrario a las playas de
Argentina, la arena blanca, el agua cristalina y tibia...
De vuelta en el hotel terminamos las presentaciones de los
paises.

Comenzamos el dia con una caminata por Higashi no
Sawa donde nos separaron en dos grupos, quienes querian
entrar al rio profundo y quienes no, yo estaba con los que
no entraron y terminamos antes el recorrido y fuimos a
una planta mineralizadora de agua, donde habia un dique
impresionante; ese dia aprendi mucho sobre la naturaleza y
vi muchos animales que nunca crei ver. Esta fue mi primera
caminata por las montafias. Tuvimos nuestra primera
practica de eisa y luego hicimos una parrillada con los
ex-becarios, por ultimo el “camp fire” donde jugamos y
bailamos.

La primera parada fue el Shuri-jo, pudimos entrar y
nos explicaron que el castillo tiene influencias tanto
chinas como japonesas, por eso posee ambos estilos
de arquitectura y que fue completamente destruido
en la Segunda Guerra Mundial, lo que se ve ahora es
la reconstruccion total del castillo. Caminamos por
Shuri-Kinjo. Fuimos al Museo Prefectural y Museo de
Bellas Artes, donde estuvimos poco tiempo pero aun asi
pude ver hermosos disefios. Luego tocamos shanshin, fue
la primera vez que lo hice y sinceramente me encantd, mis
dos abuelos tocaban y mi tia también me hace sentir un
poco mas cerca de ellos; después tefiimos bingatas, fue muy
divertido y me parecié muy lindo, no sabia que tan dificil
podia ser. Volvimos al hotel y tuvimos practica de eisa.

El quinto dia fue el mas triste de todos porque fuimos al
Museo Conmemorativo de la Paz, donde vimos un video
sobre la guerra donde explicaban como fue la tactica de los
Estados Unidos, como los enfrentaron los Okinawenses
y cuantas personas murieron; recorrimos el museo y
fuimos a ver las lapidas donde estan los nombres de las
personas fallecidas, alli Takuya encontrd a un pariente
suyo. Escuchamos el relato de la sefiora Ruri Miyara, una
sobreviviente que nos explicé sobre su experiencia durante



la guerra, cuando termind nos agradecio a todos por haberla
escuchado y nos saludé dandonos la mano a cada uno, lo
que nos conmovid aun mas. Después de tranquilizarnos
fuimos a caminar por el mercado Machigawa, Heiwa dori

y Kokusaidori con los ex-becarios; pasamos por unas

calles que siguen en pie desde la Segunda Guerra y alli
hay muchos locales donde se hacen y venden cerdmicas.
Volvimos al hotel y tuvimos la practica de eisa, un par de
chicos y yo que no nos salia la coreografia nos quedamos
una hora mas, a pesar de la horay lo cansados que estdbamos
todos, incluyendo al sensei, hicimos lo mejor que pudimos.

Fuimos a un taller en Bunka Tembusu Kan, donde nos
hablaron sobre los inmigrantes okinawenses e hicimos un
pequefio ejercicio, luego de almorzar seguimos con el taller
hasta que empezara la ultima practica de eisa. Después de
los ultimos preparativos hicimos la presentacion y estuvo
cantando Hidekatsu Kamei-san en vivo mientras bailabamos,
fui inolvidable. Ese dia era homestay y cené con algunos de
mis parientes.

El altimo dia antes de volver nos encontramos en
Tembusukan, ensayamos y nos preparamos para la
presentacion final, terminamos y empezd el “Sayounara
Party” donde tuve que bailar tango junto con Paula, al final
todos hicimos eisa otra vez y cantamos “Shimanchu un
Takara” arriba del escenario, firmamos las remeras y nos
despedimos; no parecia una despedida y yo no podia creer
que ya hubiese terminado.

El dia de vuelta estdbamos llorando en el aeropuerto
porque algunos de los chicos del tour nos fueron a despedir
aunque fuese muy temprano, éramos las primeras en volver
junto con Aurore. A penas llegué a Argentina empecé a
hablar con los chicos por internet y los extrafiaba mucho,
seria muy lindo encontrarnos en el Uchinanchu Taikai el
proximo afno.

Por todo esto vuelvo a agradecerles por todo, las nuevas
amistades y el nuevo conocimiento. Espero que se siga
realizando el tour porque es una experiencia Unica y deberia
seguir difundiéndose la cultura de Okinawa alrededor del

mundo, muchisimas gracias.
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JUNIOR STUDY TOUR 2010

Cuando supe sobre este Tour yo me anime a participar
pero tuve un poco de miedo, pues seria la primera vez que
conoceria Okinawa-Japén y también la primera vez que
saldria fuera de mi pais Bolivia.

Fue un viaje realmente cansador, pero en el viaje fui
perdiendo la timidez gracias a mi tutora la Sra. Mayumi,
ademéas conoci a los participantes de Brasil que se
volvieron mis amigos antes de que comenzara el programa
JST.

Los dias que estuve con mis familiares pude conocerlos,
me trataron muy bien y gracias a Dios ellos me ayudaron
con el retraso de mis maletas, realmente estoy muy
agradecida con mi tio y mi prima que me abrieron las
puertas de su hogar.



Los cuatro dia de estadia pasaron muy rapido, el primer
dia del programa estaba muy nerviosa y aunque varias
personas me habian dicho que el no saber japonés no
importaba mucho, no podia evitar preocuparme por eso,
con esa misma inquietud me volvia a reencontrar con mis

amigos de Brasil. Después de los juegos, y bailes gracias a
los voluntarios parecia que todos eran amigos desde hace
mucho tiempo atras, lo mas impresionante y algo que me
impulso fue que entre nosotros no importaba el idioma;
todos tratdbamos de comunicarnos en japonés, inglés, espafiol
y hasta con sefias.

Los dias que pase en JST no solo conoci tantas cosas
de Okinawa sino también lo calido y carifiosa que puede
llegar a ser su gente, también que los descendientes nos
identificamos y llegamos a sentir a Okinawa como si fuera
nuestra tierra. Era “kawaii” verlos y oirlos cantar a los
chicos en el karaoke del bus, era gracioso realmente, nunca
voy a olvidar sus voces.

Las practicas de Eisa fueron pocas, pero supimos
aprovecharlas a lo maximo, fue la primera vez que bailaba
Eisa, me gusto mucho, muchas gracias sensei. Aunque se
que hemos visitado tantos lugares, aprendido, visto y vivido
tantas cosas juntos no me alcanzarian las palabras para
expresarlo todo.

Una de las actividades que me impacté fue la visita al
Museo De La Paz. Es algo que nunca olvidare, todo lo
que aprendimos sobre la Paz y qué importante es que
nosotros como hermanos o como Nacidn tengamos una
buena relacion.

El ultimo dia debo confesar que estaba muy triste y
sentia que me iba a separar de mi gran familia que habi
a conseguido, varias personas lloramos al escuchar lo que
cada uno habia pasado en JST, Disfrutamos mucho los
bailes tipicos de otros paises y bailamos Eisa por tltima
vez. No importaba que seamos de diferentes lugares, como
mi madre dice ICHARIBA CHOUDEE.

Solo me queda agradecer a cada uno de los participantes
y a los organizadores por haber hecho este Tour tan
especial, por favor no dejen de realizar este Tour pues
vale la pena, realmente cambia vidas. DOMO ARIGATO
GOZAIMASHITA.

Posdata:

Los amo a todos, prometo que me esforzare en aprender
japonés para poder volver a Okinawa.
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JUNIOR STUDY TOUR 2010

Antes de ir al tour, tenia muchas expectativas, queria
hacer amigos, intercambiar culturas, aprender mas sobre
mis origenes, y conocer lugares que yo anhelaba, sabia que
seria una gran experiencia para mi vida, que me ayudari
a a madurar como persona, aprenderia muchas cosas, que
después me iban a servir, pero nunca imagine que todo esto
seria algo tan especial, que llegaria a poder comunicarme
con todos, que la iba a pasar tan bien.

El primer dia lo recuerdo como un dia lleno de
esperanzas por conocer gente nueva, poder intercambiar
costumbres y culturas, y aprender uno del otro. Pude
aprender mucho con los juegos que realizaron y con la
presentacion de los paises.

El segundo dia visitamos la prefectura de Okinawa,
después el Centro de Convenciones Bankoku Shinryokan
en donde ocurrié una reunion importante entre diversos
paises. Después visitamos al acuario de churaumi el cual
tengo entendido que es el 2do mas grande del mundo, y
antes de irnos a la playa vimos una presentacion de delfines
en el cual a pesar del sol nos sentamos en las primeras
filas para mojarnos, pero nunca nos mojamos. Luego nos
llevaron a la playa, en donde nos pudimos conocernos
mejor, jugamos futbol, nos bafiamos y pasamos grandes
momentos.

El tercer dia estibamos cansados ya que una parte de la

noche la pasamos conversando cosas sobre nuestros paises
y nos pudimos'conocer mas. En la mafiana nos reunimos
para ir al paseo natural, en el cual un grupo pasamos por
el camino en donde te mojabas, fue muy divertido, nos
apoyamos entre todos para poder seguir adelante. En la
tarde hubo el primer ensayo de EISA y una barbacoa,
estuvo muy rico, comi un monton. En la noche realizaron
juegos y luego hubo una fogata. Al final del dia me sorprendio
mucho ver que todos ya éramos grandes amigos.

El cuarto dia fuimos al castillo shuri y me parecié una
gran experiencia ya que yo tenia muchas ganas de conocer
ese lugar, ya que solo lo habia visto por fotos después en
la tarde fuimos a comer Okinawa soba, y estuvo muy rico,
después fuimos al museo de bellas artes y aprendimos a
tocar sanshin y a tefiir una tela. En la noche tuvimos una
reunion en un cuarto, y nos tomamos muchas fotos, pero
tuvimos que regresar a las habitaciones porque haciamos
mucha bulla.

El quinto dia fuimos al museo de la paz, una oba-san
nos dio un testimonio de los momentos que paso en la
guerra y lo mucho que sufrié con los ataques que ocurrian,
y sus intenciones eran que aprendamos de ella para que
no volvamos a realizar los mismos errores del pasado.
En la tarde fuimos a kokusai dori en donde nos llevaron
a caminar y a conocer lugares importantes, recuerdo que
tenia mucha sed, por el sol, y después nos invitaron, un
jugo muy rico, cuando lo acabe, tenia mas sed, que cuando
llegue. En la noche tuvimos el ultimo ensayo de EISA, y
luego una pequefia reunion, era nuestra ultima noche que
ibamos a pasar juntos y nos tomamos muchas fotos.

El sexto dia fue muy cansado, ya que no habia dormido
casi nada, y tuvimos clases de historia sobre otros
descendientes de okinawenses que emigraron de Okinawa
a diferentes paises, pude aprender mas sobre mi identidad,
y sobre mis origenes. En la tarde nos alistamos para
la presentacion de EISA, ensayamos pero todavia me
equivocaba en algunos pasos, tuvimos la presentacion, y
me senti bien porque lo hice con muchas ganas y no me
equivoque, tuvimos el honor de ver la presentacion de
Ryukyu koku Matsuri Daiko y del cantante de la cancidn
Mirukumunari. En la noche regresamos a nuestras casas,
y yo ya extrafiaba mucho al grupo, y me pase la noche
escribiendo mi discurso.

El séptimo dia, era el ultimo dia que iba a poder ver a
todos, nos reunimos en kokusai dori para el sayonara party,
empezo la presentacion con nuestros discursos, y no tengo
idea si me abran entendido, ya que me puse muy nervioso
y no pronunciaba bien. Cada uno dio un mensaje muy
especial lleno de sentimientos que nunca olvidare. Después
realice junto a Namie la presentacion de Peru, bailamos




“el alcatraz” un baile muy gracioso y divertido, y después
bailamos por ultima vez EISA. Luego vino la despedida,
todos nos abrazamos y recordamos los momentos que
compartimos, para mi fue la parte mas dificil del tour,
despedirme de grandes amigos, hermanos de corazén que
pasamos muy buenos momentos juntos y me gusto mucho
lograr conocerlos en poco tiempo y entregarles todo y me
dio mucha pena porque pensaba que ya no nos ibamos a
volver a ver.

Al dia siguiente partia el vuelo y me dio mucha pena
no volver a ver a los demas participantes de otros paises,
ya que sus vuelos salieron antes, pero amigos del JST
nos fueron a despedir, nos tomamos muchas fotos, nos
despedimos, y aun recuerdo con mucha nostalgia los
ultimos momentos que nos vimos, ya que pensé que era
la Gltima vez que los iba a poder ver, me dio mucha pena
y cayeron muchas lagrimas, jya no me queria ir! jQueria
quedarme con ustedes! Pero yo se que si nos vamos a ver,
de algin modo pero los voy a volver a ver. GRACIAS POR
TODO.

Me siento bien, ya que pude aprovechar esta oportunidad

al maximo, di lo mejor de mi en todo momento, ice grandes
amigos y no desperdicie ningin momento.
Estoy muy agradecido con la prefectura de Okinawa
por brindar este tipo de becas a personas como yo, que
tienen muchos deseos de conocer el pais donde vienen sus
antepasados. Y me siento comprometido de apoyar mas a
mi kenjinkai, al cual estoy muy agradecido por brindarme
esta gran oportunidad.

“La amistad es el mas perfecto de los sentimientos
del hombre, pues es el mas libre, el mas puro y el mas
profundo.”

Henry lacordaire
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JUNIOR STUDY TOUR 2010

Quiero agradecer a Okinawa por haberme dado la
oportunidad de participar en este JST 2010.

El dia de mi cumpleafios estaba con un grupo de amigos y
en eso recibo una llamada de mi mama y me dijo:




jHija te vas a Okinawa!

Estaba emocionadisima, grite y mis amigos se quedaron
mirando raro. Habia esperado mucho tiempo, todos
los sabados iba al kenjinkai y preguntaba: ;ya esta la
respuesta? Y siempre la respuesta era un no. Ese fue el
mejor regalo de cumpleaiios.

Fue un largo viaje, pero al fin llegamos a Okinawa. jQue
calor hacia!

Recogimos las maletas y afuera nos esperaba un grupo de
JST. Fue muy gracioso por que pensaron que nuestro vuelo
iba llegar mas tarde pero... jya estdbamos alli! Sacaron la
bandera de Pert y nos tomaron unas cuantas fotos.

El primer dia del tour estaba muy nerviosa, la verdad
no sabia que hacer. Entramos al auditorio en donde nos
explicaron de que trataba el tour. Despues de eso cada uno
se presento. Luego hicimos unos juegos de integracion con
los exJuniors,

La Macarena, lo que bailamos, no lo voy a olvidar, a mi
que no me gusta bailar... estaba bailando.

El segundo dia fuimos a la playa ;Y al acuario! Me
acuerdo que para ir al bus teniamoquue subir escaleras,
habia la eléctrica y la normal y me dio mucha risa cuando
vi a los chicos haciendo una carrera hasta arriba.

Algo que no voy a olvidar va a ser el karaoke. Todos
cantando, fue muy gracioso.

El tercer dia subimos el cerro. En el camino todos nos
cuiddbamos a cada rato se escuchaba un jAbunai! O un
(Daijoubu?

El quinto dia fuimos a Itoman y a Himeyuri, la verdad ver
y escuchar todo lo que decian sobre la guerra era muy triste
pero me inspiro a seguir adelante.

Ese dia también tuvimos nuestro ultimo ensayo de eisa.
Un grupo nos quedamos hasta tarde ensayando, ya que
no nos salia, pero ganbatteamos hasta que nos saliera. No
paramos. Ese esfuerzo que hacia me enorgullecio, me hacia
sentir mas uchinanchu.

El sexto dia bailamos en kokusai dori lo que practicamos
en eisa. Ese dia teniamos que regresar a nuestro home stay
para al dia siguiente volver para el Sayonara Party.

El dia del sayonara party muchos lloraron, al principio de
la ceremonia cada uno hablo de lo que apendio en el tour.
Luego pasamos con las presentacioes que faltaban. Carlos y
yo habimos practicado bastante, la verdad no se como salio,
espero que bien.

Ese dia me despedi de mucha gente, estaba muy triste, ,
Cuando nos volveremos a encontrar? Pensaba.

Esa noche me quede pensando de lo bien que habia
pasado. Conoci muchos lugares, conoci mas sobre la tierra
de mis ojichans e hice muchos amigos con los que tengo
muchos recuerdos.

En el aereopuerto un grupo del JST fueron a despedirnos.
Fue muy dificil dejarlos y la verdad no queria llorar pero
termine llorando. En el avion llore mucho mas, me acorde
de todo los buenos momentos y de verdad no queria irme.

Por todos los momentos que guardo en mi corazon,
Arigatou
Minna! Otsukaresama deshita!

Muchas gracias! Thank you! Muito obrigado! Arigatou
gozaimasu! DANKE SCHON! merci beaucoup! NIGEE
DEBIRU!
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JUNIOR STUDY TOUR 2010

Ir al JST fue una experiencia inolvidable ya que en este
viaje pude convivir y conocer aun mas a mi familia que se
encuentra en okinawa.

Cuando estuve con mi familia visite la ohaka, esto me
encanto porque es muy interesante aprender acerca de mis
antepasados, luego mis tios me llavaron con mi abuela y
me gusté mucho estar con ella porque me enseiid a hacer
manualidades como el origami pero lo que mas me gusto
fue que me ensefio a hacer unas bolsas de mano que yo
misma hice cosiendo; cuando estuve con mis primas fue
muy divertido porque me llevaron a la playa y a hacer
algunas compras.

Me acuerdo que cuando llegue con las personas del JST
estaba muy nerviosa y la verdad es que todos nos sentiamos
asi ya que eramos muchos y todos hablabamos diferentes
idiomas pero a pesar de eso nos logramos comunicar y nos
fuimos haciendo amigos conforme pasaba el tiempo.

El dia que fuimos al acuario yo estaba muy emocionada
porque pude ir de nuevo al acuario mas grande del mundo
en donde hay distintos tipos de peces, algunos muy
graciosos, otros que dan algo de miedo y uno que otro era
muy raro; despues del acuario fuimos a la playa y como a




mi me encanta el mar y nadar realmente lo disfrute mucho.

Cuando llegamos al tsutsuji eco park hicimos muchas
cosas y creo que fue la parte del tour en la que me diverti
bastante porque fuimos a la caminata en la montafia y
muchos le tenian miedo a los insectos que luego veiamos,
pero yo me asuste cuando ibamos en el rio y de repente los
compaifieros que iban conmigo hicieron una broma diciendo
que habian visto una serpiente en el agua, eso fue muy
divertido pero aterrador a la vez; cuando anocheci6 hubo
una parrillada y la parte mas divertida de esa noche fue
la fogata que fue muy divertida porque bailamos y luego
hicimos juegos muy divertidos.

Luego de ese dia fuimos al museo de la paz fue una de las
cosas mas interesantes y mas tristes que vi y hasta llegue
a llorar porque en este museo me conmovio demasiado
ya que se habla de la segunda guerra mundial y de coémo
la vivieron las personas que vivian en okinawa en ese
entonces. Lo que mas me intereso fue que pudimos concer
a una de las enfermeras que vivio el terror y el dolor de
aquella guerra, ella nos pudo platicar algunas cosas de lo
que recuerda y nos.dijo que no podia existir otra guerra
mundial porque habria mucho sufrimiento.

Otra parte que disfrute mucho en este viaje fue cuando
practicamos eisa, y me encantd ensayar mirukumunari
porque a pesar de que yo sabia el baile me senti diferente al
practicarlo en el pais en donde naci6 el taiko. Y me encanto
cuando vi al grupo de taiko de okinawa bailar en una
presentacion, porque tenian cuando gritaban transmitian
una sensacion completamente indescriptible.

Esta ha sido una gran experiencia que nunca voy a
olvidar porque en este viaje aprendi muchisimas cosas
nuevas para mi sobre la bella Okinawa, tierrra de mis
bisabuelos. Ademas de que conoci a muchas personas que
me apoyaron en todo momento y que poco a poco se fueron
convirtiendo en grandes y muy buenos amigos a los que
siempre voy a querer,recordar y que en estos momentos los
extrafio como si los hubiera conocido de toda la vida.

Agradezco a mis padres por su apoyo en este viaje, pues
a pesar de ser todavia muy pequena es la primera vez que
viajo sola sin su compailia y ha sido una experiencia que
me ha dejado muchas ensefianzas, muchos amigos y mucha
gente buena con la que espero seguir en contacto.

Gracias al gobierno de Okinawa por esta oportunidad y a
todos los que colaboraron.
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Testimonio de mi estancia en OKINAWA.

El Junior Study ha sido uno de los mejores sucesos
de mi vida, hasta se puede decir lo mas maravilloso; ya
que en este me dieron la oportunidad de conocer a mi
familia, a personas maravillosas e inolvidables, otra cultura
totalmente diferente a la mia, otra tradicion, otra comida,
etc. Fueron tan impresionantes las cosas que aprendi que
casi todos los dias suefio que estoy en OKINAWA junto

bien hermanos y hermanas.

Pues me pude dar cuenta que nos diferenciamos en
nuestra forma de hablar, en nuestra cultura, en nuestro
color, en nuestra forma de pensar; pero nos une una
cosa, por todos nosotros corre por nuestras venas sangre
Okinawense, y, esto nos une para toda la vida aunque
nuestro lugar de origen este a mil millas. Al principio fue
un poco dificil hacer amistad con los participantes que no
hablaban espaiiol, pero después era tanto nuestro anhelo
de conocernos que buscabamos cualquier via o forma de
comunicarnos (hasta con mimicas o gestos). En toda esa
semana me senti como si nunca hubiera salido de mi pais,
me sentia en casa. Recuerdo también que cada 5 minutos
nos gritabamos “Te amo™ sin importar el sexo a quien se lo
decias. El ultimo dia fue el mas triste, ya que no parabamos
de llorar a los hispanos que no sabiamos hablar japonés nos
dieron traductores para poder entender, yo cada rato me lo

tenia que quitar para poder de esta forma parar de llorar.
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Junior Study Tour 2010

The Junior Study Tour allowed me to learn so much about
Okinawa, I wouldn’t learn any other way. The Junior Study
Tour let me understand my heritage at a greater level.

On the first day of the Junior Study Tour, I met people



from all around the world. I really didn’t expect to see so
many people, all in the Junior Study Tour. I was so shocked
to hear so many languages being spoken, because everyone
that lives around me, speak English. During the country
introductions, I learned so much about other countries, and
how they are connected to Okinawa.

The very next day, I learned something very peculiar. It
was my first time visiting an aquarium, so I really didn’t
know what to expect. Walking by the immensely large fish
tanks, I saw fish that I have never seen before, not even on
television. My Okinawan friend later told me that some
fish in the aquarium were exclusively found in Okinawa. It
surprised me to learn that Okinawa had its own species of
fish.

When we went trekking in the forest, I learned so much
about Okinawa’s beautiful nature. While going through the
vast wilderness, we saw a tree that had a huge growth on
the trunk, and the guide told us that it was an acorn inside
the trunk. In fact, that tree had the largest acorn growth in
the world. The guide then pointed in the opposite direction,
towards a tree. He explained that Okinawa also has a
tree with the smallest acorn growth in the world. We also
encountered a stream in the woods. The guide told us that
the water was sweet and safe to drink, and we could barely
believe it! I tried the water, and it did taste sweet. It was
so unbelievable to know that an island would have a fresh
water stream.

During the next day, we went to Shuri-jo Castle, and I
was astounded by the immense beauty and history of that
place. I first noticed how the Shuri-jo Castle looked very
Chinese, inside and out. We walked through the Castle, and
I learned so much about the history of the castle itself. The
original Castle was built many many years ago, but after
the battles and a terrible fire, it was rebuilt, based on only
the memory of observers. I also learned about Okinawa’
s relationship with China. China used to provide Okinawa
with protection against Japan, and in return, Okinawa gave
slaves and products to China. Chinese influences were very
prominent throughout the castle. Golden dragons, the color
red, and gold accents were seen everywhere in the interior.
It was so interesting to look through a place that holds so
much history.

The day after, we visited the Peace Memorial Park. We
watched a documentary of the Battle of Okinawa, and
it was so very interesting. In my American school, the
curriculum doesn’t even mention Okinawa, not to mention
the devastating battle that took place there. Therefore,
I knew nothing of the battle, before going to the Peace
Memorial Park. I learned that Japan’s defenses were no
match for the United States’, and so the United States

was taking up land before the civilians could escape. The
civilians either were killed in the crossfire, or fled to the
countryside, where they later died of starvation. Okinawa
was the worst place to be during World War II. After
consecutive bombings and terrible defeats, the Japanese
military finally surrendered. Now years later, Japan and
the United States are allies, and United States even has a
military base in Okinawa. Peace has been secured between
these two nations.

After leaving the Peace Memorial Park, we went to
the Himeyuri Peace Monument. Upon entering, we went
straight to a room to hear Ms. Ruri Miyara speak about
her war experience. She spoke in great detail and emotion,
telling us about how as a young school girl, she and her
fellow school mates had to help wounded soldiers. She
spoke of how the hospital was in a cave, and just to get
water was a great challenge. She had the job of fetching
water, and to do so, she had to be cautious of enemy
soldiers, shells, and bombs. Because at that time, American
soldiers would ruthlessly kill the Japanese people; soldier,
civilian, child, it didn’t matter. Therefore, the girls had to
take great caution in everything they did. She also told
about when her companions were losing hope, and her
encouraging words helped them back up. It was such an
inspiring speech; I don’t think I could ever forget it.

All in all, from the Junior Study Tour, I learned so
much about Okinawa, the people, and the culture. Most
importantly, I learned from the Peace Memorial Park, that
peace is the most factor in our world. The past may be
horrid, but the future must be bright. There is no stopping
of change for the better. Our world must learn from past
mistakes, and create a brighter, safer future.

I am truly grateful to have had this amazing opportunity
to take part in the Junior Study Tour, and it will be
something I will always remember.
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In Retrospect: Junior Study Tour

As I wrote my application essay for the Junior Study
Tour, I did not know whether I would be selected to go
to Okinawa or not, and I anxiously waited to hear back.
When I finally did, I was elated to find out that I would
in fact be going back to Okinawa. In anticipation for the
trip, I envisioned my splendid time there. However, the
experiences JST ended up giving me cannot be compared
to what [ imagined it would be—JST surpassed my
expectations exceptionally.

The tour was a short seven days, but it gave us a
complete 360° perspective of Okinawa. We studied the
island’s nature, history and culture, leaving out nothing.
We saw the beauty and purity of the island, and learned the
importance of protecting nature. We studied the story of our
ancestors, from history of the people to the bitter stories of
war. Through this, we learned necessity and importance for
world peace. Most memorably, we experienced first hand
the culture of Okinawa—something that is not possible to
experience only at our respective local Kenjinkais.

In addition to everything that we learned about Okinawa
itself, JST gave us the opportunity to meet people from
around the world who share a history and culture. This was
my first time being able to connect with people who are
so similar to me in age, experiences, and ancestral roots.
Interacting with the local students outside of the classroom
was a new experience as well. Although the participants in
JST came from all over the world, and therefore spoke a
huge variety of languages, we sometimes had a difficulties
communicating. But this did not stop us. We worked
together translating from language to language, figuring
out diffierent ways to express what we wanted to ask or say,
and in the end ended up learning new words and phrases in
other languages.

Over the course of the tour, we not only overcame



the language-barrier, but also several other obstacles as
well. It was the first time for many of us to travel without
our family or to home-stay. We also had to overcome
stage-fright, as we gave speeches, presentations, and
performed eisa dance and other talents in front of large

audiences.

This ability—the capability to be flexible and to adjust
with our surroundings and overcome any sudden obstacles
—is something amazing and also a necessity for the people
of our generation. Along with this ability, the history we
learned and the passion for peace we obtained from taking
part in this tour can definitely allow us to better the world.

After returning home, I was overflowing with the urge
to share my experiences with everyone around me. I gave
an extensive presentation of Okinawa to my karate class
to help them better understand the origin of the martial
art they were practicing. And at my Kenjinkai’s summer
picnic, I told shared my experiences in Okinawa in front
of everyone and shared the notorious brown sugar candy.
My appreciation for my heritage has grown extensively; I |
would like to help out my Kenjinkai in any way possible.
There are very few members, and I plan to promote the
club and spread its interest among the younger generation
in my community. I couldn’t be more grateful for being
able to participate in the Junior Study Tour 2010.
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Junior Study Tour 2009

Growing up as a child, I was rarely ever exposed to the
Okinawan roots of my family. I was always raised by the
Peruvian culture, and it never crossed my mind to ask
about the Okinawan side of my family. It wasn't until my
middle school years, that a family friend of ours introduced
an Okinawan drama to us called "Churasan". I was a little
hesitant at first to watch the drama, but it only took the first
episode to get me interested in learning more about the
Okinawan culture. I yearned to learn the Sanshin, more
about Okinawa, and most of all, having the opportunity to
visit Okinawa. At the age of nine, I was already enrolled in
Sanshin classes with Ishihara Sensei, reading books about
Okinawa, and asking my parents what it was like there.
Now that I had the opportunity to go, I feel as though I
have discovered a whole new side of me.

When I finally reached Okinawa after the long and tiring
flight, my energy level rose. I was excited, for it was my
first time being in Japan. It wasn't until the morning of
the next day, that the humidity and heat of Okinawa had
really hit me. Throughout the whole week of homestay, I
would wake up early and help my Uncle with his work.
Afterwards, he would take me shopping and sight-seeing.
The moment I saw the beautiful white beaches of Okinawa,
I fell in love with the scenery. Even the freeway was
enjoyable to drive through, seeing all the trees and natural
beauty of Okinawa. I was able to get closer to the family
I have that resides in Okinawa, finish my shopping, and
appreciate a lot of new things that I've never experienced
before, during the week of my homestay.

The first day of the Junior Study Tour was all standard
procedure. We registered, they went over the rules, etc. It
wasn't until we played small games with each other, that I
began to enjoy the time. After the games, we were assigned
our rooms and during that time, I decided to introduce
myself to the other participants. I was able to connect with
the North American and South American members really
quickly, mainly because I know how to speak both Spanish
and English. I was hesitant at first to speak to the Japanese
participants, but after seeing everyone else putting forth
effort, I decided to happily introduce myself. Everyone
got along so well in such a short time, and in the long run,
these people that [ had met in the tour have made such a
huge impact on my life.

The second day and third day were "Nature Study"
days. One place I really enjoyed was the aquarium. The
dolphin show was the first I had ever seen, and it was so
amazing! [ was speechless at the end of the show. [ was
expecting some kind of Seaworld experience, but this was
so much more graceful and relaxing. After the aquarium,
we had time to swim and play in the beach. The warm and
clear Okinawan water and white beaches seemed to just
make me forget all about California, and I didn't want to
leave anytime soon. The ending of the second day was
bittersweet, only because I wanted to stay at the beach
longer, but we needed to stay on track.

The next day, we went trekking through Higashi no Sawa
where we actually encountered a live Habu next to the trail
we were walking. They actually had to kill it right away,
in order for us to not be in danger of getting bitten. We
hiked for about 4 hours, followed by a big barbecue and
campfire afterwards to satisfy our stomachs. We spent the
night playing more games, learning Eisa, and just getting
to know each other a little more. I'd actually have to say
that the campfire was one of the most memorable moments
because, during the games, we all acted like family and just




had such good communication, regardless of the fact that
not all of us speak the same language. Everyone showed
support in the competitive games, and no one was ever let
down. I feel this was the most inspiring and influential part
of the tour.

Day four was History Study day. We were able to go to
Shuri-Jo Castle and we learned a lot about the Chinese
influence on Okinawan culture. They had explained to us
how they re-built the castle and how it became destroyed
in the first place. We were given time later to just look
around and see the building ourselves, with friends. That
same day, we went to the Naha City Traditional Arts and
Crafts Center, where we practiced Sanshin. It was cool
seeing an actual Sanshin instructor in Okinawa. We were
able to lightly conversate and she had complimented me
in my Sanshin skills. After, we began making "Bingata"
fabrics, and although from my perspective, mine looked
somewhat bad, the instructor had complimented me in my
finished product. I was flattered and smiling the whole day.
We stayed overnight at [toman Seinen no le where we also
practiced Eisa once again.

The fifth day of the tour was intense. We visited the
Himeyuri Peace Monument, where we paid our respects,
and strolled through the Machigwa Marketplace. In the
Himeyuri memorial, there was a large tower that me and
my friend found, where we spent about 15 minutes taking
pictures of the view around us. In the marketplace, we all
were allowed to look around, though I wasn't used to seeing
the heads of dead pigs with sunglasses on. After the stroll,
we made our way back to the hotel, killing time by singing
karaoke in the tour bus. The karaoke had also been a very
memorable part of the trip. It didn't matter if you could sing
or not, or what language the song was, we all just either
clapped or sang together. Because this was the last time we
would be spending the night together, the staff had allowed
us to have a short farewell party, where we just took
pictures with each other, and told how much we would miss
each other.

The last day of the tour was nervewracking. First,
we spent the beginning of he day doing workshops and
learning about how Okinawan culture spread through many
parts of the world, then came our last practice of Eisa.
We practiced long and hard, and in the end it payed off. It
sounded so good when everyone was on beat and in sync. A
feeling of relief had broken through when we were finally
done and all we could hear was the applause of the crowd.
Sadly, everything comes to an end, and right after the Eisa
performance, we had to return to our homestay.

I remember telling my Aunt the moment I stepped into
the car to go to homestay, that I had already began missing

my friends from the tour. When I prepared my speech, I
literally poured my heart out and put all emotion into what
I wanted to say.

The Sayonara Party was filled with smiles and tears.
Many people had cried while giving their speech. Some
of the guys were crying too, while I felt a deep sadness in
my chest. The party ended at five o' clock, but everyone
stayed until seven, just hugging and taking photos with
everyone. We all still communicate through e-mail and
even Facebook. We're constantly updating each other on
how we are, and I really can not wait, until the day I see
these people again. "Nihe Debiru". Thank you Junior Study
Tour for making Summer 2010 my best summer ever.
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Kenjinakai San Francisco,

July of last summer I participated in the Okinawa Junior
Study Tour. It was a tremendous gift. Thank you so much
to each member of this community who supported me with
their time and energy, making my unique and wonderful
experience possible.

It is difficult to describe my feelings about the trip in
a few words, but some ideas seem to surface throughout
my reflections: the importance of remembering,
communication, and respect.

I was inspired by Okinawa’s courageous view of history.
The past and present realities of violence and subjugation
have been acknowledged but not sensationalized or retold
to inspire guilt or retaliation. Personal perspectives, in
literature, museums, and speech are expressed with clarity
and simply for the purpose of being heard. Listening to as
many voices as possible is as close to the truth as history
can come. After hearing the personal story of a survivor
conscripted to work as a nurse in damp and stifling caves
I wondered if that truth would disappear after her death. It
cannot be forgotten if each listener remembers. Powerful
and composed women and men push themselves daily to
remember, to share these perspectives so people may one
day understand the value of peace.

I was also given the opportunity to think about the
freedoms and boundaries of communication when
individuals speak the same language. Sharing a room with
girls from Bolivia, Peru, Cuba, Mexico, Portugal, New
Caledonia, and Okinawa was a fantastic experience. In
fewer words, I often communicated with greater clarity.
There were also many wonderful moments in which we
all sat dumbfounded, trying to decipher movements. One
night a black centipede inched across the floor and the four
Okinawan girls jumped up, screaming. Kirey, a beautiful
and sassy Cuban girl picked up her sandal and slapped it
against the centipede without reservation. "Thank you!

"I

Thank you! Thank you!", each exclaimed. Kirey asked in

Spansish, "Why did they scream?". Yet, we shared the same

self- consciousness, fear, and humor. Each night when I fell
asleep I felt as though I was missing a unique moment.

Reverence towards tradition, age, experience, difference,
the past, and sacred spaces mark Okinawan society. I found
that Okinawan people carry themselves with a quiet respect
and confidence uncorrelated with their physical appearance,
wealth, or social standing. Communal spaces were
treated with care. [ was extremely moved by the respect
and love with which elderly people are regarded. The
decline of mental and physical cooperation is experienced,
appreciated, and accepted because it is natural. Fearlessness
in the face of something no one has control over was
shocking.

Eisa, the dance of tradition, typifies the intersection of
these characteristics of Okinawa. It is an immense dance
with tremendous power in each movement- anger, bravery,
rebellion, grace, joy, release, tension, optimism, and loss.

My studies in Okinawa chiefly impacted my education
here by further piquing my curiosity about a more inclusive
evaluation of history that balances the perspective of
the US with that of Japan and the US. I was previously
familiar with the conflict between the US government and
Okinawans as Japanese citizens in response to the large
active bases, but a concept I had not considered in depth
was Okinawa’s cultural and historical distinction from
mainland Japan.

In respect to the way in which Okinawans regard their
identity and history, [ am attempting to integrate the past
into thinking about productive policy and education.
Debate class has become an ideal forum to articulate
these thoughts and open up a discussion that challenges
representations of Japan as an autonomous country. This
research began with Scientific Journals by Okinawan public
officials given to me while in Okinawa that described the
frustration of being circumvented in foreign policy analysis
today. During WWII, Okinawa was classified as barbaric
and backwards by mainland Japan yet conscripted as one.

My experience in Okinawa influenced the way I
understand the distinctions of language, geography, and
time. Through my participation in the Junior Study Tour
I was able to listen and speak to people from all over the
world, collecting the experiences and memories from each
person and making them my own. History is not static, but
alive through our attempts to understand it as individuals.
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Okinawa JST Report

Hi, my name is Jessey Burroughs, and I went on the
2010 Junior Study Tour from Pensacola, Florida, Kenjinkai
USA. It was one of the best experiences in my life. I
am glad and lucky to have been one of seven chosen in
America. [ wouldn’t have traded the trip and experience for
anything. I am so thankful and blessed that I got to meet
41 other people from all over the world like Germany,
New Caledonia, Peru, Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Cuba,
Mexico, America, Canada, and of course Okinawa.

When I first went, I was kind of nervous, I didn’t know
what to expect. I didn’t know how the people were that I
was going to meet. When I first walked into the conference
room, where everyone first met, I looked around and said
to myself, "It would be awesome if I got to be friends
with everyone in here!" At the end of the Junior Study
Tour 2010, I made more friends than I could have ever

imagined to make. 41 new friends in one week was an

absolutely amazing experience. [ will never forget the faces
of everyone I met, including the staff. I loved how easily
everyone got along, there were no separate groups between
everyone and everyone came together as one. I think it was
easy because we are all part uchinanchu. No matter where
we came from, we all had that one thing in common, and
it was phenomenal. In Florida, my home, I only know of
a small handful of people who are uchinanchu and the rest
of my friends are American with no Okinawan lineage.
There was a special connection between everyone and that
connection will never diminish or disappear.

I applied for Junior Study Tour three years ago and wasn’
t chosen, I was bummed at that time. But now that I think
of it, I am glad that I didn’t get to go three years ago,
because three years ago my want to expand my knowledge
was limited compared to now. This past summer when I
went to Okinawa, my mind was ready to soak up as much
information as I could. Plus, if I went three years ago, I
wouldn’t have met such great people from all over the
world, my amigos, my friends.

Junior Study Tour 2010 wouldn’t have been successful
without the amazing staff. The staff was so organized
and always on top of everything. They were all so much
fun and were always energetic with the biggest smiles on
their faces when seeing us. I believe we had the best staff
members and [ wouldn’t have wanted anyone else. Included
with the amazing staff were the representatives from the
countries, like America, Cuba, Bolivia, Germany, New
Caledonia, and Brazil.

Meeting new people is not always an easy thing to do.
But meeting the 41 uchinanchu was something spectacular.
It seemed so natural and easy. I think that the games we
played helped a lot because they served as ice breakers. The
games made everyone interact with each other and work
together as one. Doing that on the first day was the best
thing to do to start the trend for everyone to start interacting
with each other. I think another factor that helped start
communication with the others is that we had different
roommates almost every night. At first, I had hoped I got
to room with someone from America so communication
would be easy, but I got to room with Carlos, who became
my best friend from this trip, and he was from Peru. Thank
goodness I learned Spanish in school because that helped
out a lot through the Junior Study Tour as I ended up
translating between English, Japanese, and Spanish. He
knew as much English as I knew Spanish. Communication
was fun and yet an interesting experience. We easily
figured out what we were trying to tell each other. That
easy communication clicked between everyone.

I’ve been to Okinawa a few times before the Junior Study



Tour and I figured I knew pretty much all about Okinawa,
but I was proven incorrect. Okinawa is full of so much
history, fun, and beauty. I was disappointed when I found
out we couldn’t do everything in Okinawa because of the
short amount of time we had. I wish we would have had

at least a couple more days together. I would have liked
to have gone to the Okinawa caves and Ie Jima. My great
grandfather served in the United States Army and helped
defend Okinawa from the Japanese on Ie Jima. So part of
my family history is in Okinawa, besides my mom’s side of
the family. [ would love to visit Okinawa again in the future
to explore and learn more.

What an awesome program the Junior Study Tour is!
I had the best time in my life. My best memories of the
Junior Study Tour are the night everyone stayed up until
2 in the morning, just hanging out and talking with each
other. I got to learn more about other people and their lives
in their home country, and they got to learn about me. We
shared each other’s email addresses, home addresses, and
Facebook usernames so will always be in contact with
each other. I believe communication is very important
between people. If we lose communication with each other,
relationships will be lost and I never want to lose all the
friendships that were created on the Junior Study Tour,
memories [ will always remember and keep in my heart.

Another amazing memory I have of Junior Study Tour
was karaoke on the bus. That was so much fun! We sang
a lot of original songs that everyone knew, especially
TOTORO. When everyone was first introduced to this
song on the bus, Totoro was always being mentioned.
Another phrase that became latched on to everyone was
"Te Amo!" which means "I love you". The friendship
"love" in the phrase is saying that we will never forget
each other and we will all meet again some day. And
I really do hope we will all meet again someday.

Like I mentioned earlier, Junior Study Tour 2010 was one
of the best experiences in my life and I will never forget
all the fun memories and friends I have made. I still, up
to this day, keep in contact with all the Junior Study Tour
members, including the staff and the representatives.

I hope this great program continues for a really long time.
It is a perfect opportunity for those who are uchinanchu but
have never been or rarely been to Okinawa to study their
culture and history. And one day, I would love to get the
opportunity to be a representative for America or a staff
member of the Junior Study Tour in the future. Thank you
Okinawa Kenjinkai and Kazuko san, the president of the
Pensacola, Florida branch of the Kenjinkai, for such an
amazing experience that will never perish from me. [ will

never forget everyone and everything we did together.
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2010 JST Report

An opportunity of a lifetime was unraveled to me when
I least expected it. Ever since I came to the United States
in 1999, I have not left the country. In the 11 years that
I grew accustomed to the "melting pot" of this nation, I
combined American culture into my Japanese-Peruvian life.
I began to realize how little [ knew about my ancestors’
background; all I knew from my Japanese descendants
were that they were Okinawans and they moved to Peru
in hopes of a better home and a stable job. It was not until
recently that [ became more interested of my heritage.

After my family and I became a member of the Okinawa
American Association of New York in 2007, I began to
appreciate my cultural inheritance; we celebrated our
tradition by means of food, dance, and songs to sing. It was
interesting that I learned more about my people and felt the
close-knit togetherness of the Okinawans. However, in the
back of my mind, I truly wanted to visit the country where
my ancestors were descended from.

It was a surprise when my older brother told me about the
yearly Junior Study Tour Program, funded by the Okinawan
Government. This program enables students to travel to
Okinawa for free and learn about the social, historical, and
economical aspects of the once independent country. It also

brings together the students alike to fortify a friendship
linked with a common bond—being Uchinanchu.

When my acceptance to this year’s Junior Study Tour
was notified, I was in shock, yet in awe. [ have not had
the chance to travel since my immigration to the United
States and my chance to actually learn first-hand about
my motherland was a thought [ only saw in my dreams.
Waiting for the month of July was a torture! I could not
wait to be in the relaxing atmosphere of the island, meet
new people, and embark in a once-in-a-lifetime journey.

Upon arrival to Okinawa after an intense 14-hour flight, I
noticed the clean and fresh environment right away. Around
me, people were welcoming at the airport and the signs on
the walls had shiisas saying, "mensore~!" I was smiling
already. My brother and I met our home stay friend, whom
I did not see in years, and off we went to her home. Within
the first five days of my newfound freedom, I went to IE
Island, ate at several different restaurants, took numerous of
photographs, and shopped at Kokusai-dori Street! My love
for the people of Okinawa and the land grew as the days
went by because of the loving nature of the ambience in the
air; everyone’s mood was about as happy as a child.

As our five-day freedom came to an end, I was hesitant
and nervous to start the JST program: hesitant because
I felt as though I did not know enough Japanese to hold
a conversation and nervous that I would not make many
friends. When I arrived at the Kampo Hotel for the
welcoming party and introduction of the program, I delayed
my entrance for a couple of minutes and embraced myself.

When I entered the fourth floor, [ saw many teens my age
clustered in groups already and I felt left out. Thanks to
the some of the staff who got me talking to the Canadian
representative of JST I felt more at ease. Minute by minute,
I discovered students from Peru, Mexico, New Caledonia,
and Okinawa itself. Once everyone was settled in the
welcoming room, I befriend Liana, a representative from
Colorado and we immediately got along. I was surprised by
the vast amount of students from all over the world. After a
half hour, I actually became impatient to meet them all!

We played games to talk to each other, introduce one
another, and learn about the countries the students were
coming from. The JST staff made the atmosphere of the
room very fun and enjoyable. During our welcoming
dinner, the governor of Okinawa introduced himself and a
toast was shared. Everyone began eating together, laughing
together, and most importantly, bonding together. Never
have I seen the many smiles on people’s faces at the same
time. By eight o’clock, the party came to a close after we
danced to some Brazilian music and sang Shimanchu Nu
Takara by BEGIN. It was an overall a highly hospitable



night and I was glad I had nothing to worry about after all.

The next day, we packed our bags and headed towards the
Government Building where the respective countries lined
up with their flags, waiting to hear from the governor about
our visit. With it, I learned that Okinawa was very delighted
to have every member of the Junior Study Tour learning
together about their ties with the peaceful island.

We kick-started the nature study of the program by going
to the Churaumi Aquarium! Once known as the biggest
aquarium of the world, everyone’s excitement to see the
underwater animals was displayed with smiles. Although
some people went on their own to see the sharks and
fish, collective groups was pointing at nature’s wonders.
Curiosity filled the different rooms as we all walked slowly
at the different exhibitions. I met more friends on the way
as we walked to see the dolphin show. The intense heat
from the sun left everyone hot and tired as we all sat and
watched the dolphins jumping around the air. We went to
Emerald beach to cool down, play volleyball, or just sit by
the shade for an hour, and went to our next camping site at
Eco Park.

Eco Park was probably my favorite part of the program
because of its close proximity to nature. During our
two-day stay, we had a barbeque to get everyone along,
a trekking journey through the river, and a bonfire party.
Those two days proved to be the most crucial time to bond
because during the trekking, fellow students helped one
another to stay afloat from the water, something I could not
have achieved by myself. I learned to trust my new friends
and they learned to trust me as we watched each other’s
way to not slip and fall.

Most importantly, the rooming accommodations were
really exciting throughout this whole trip. Having to dorm
with different girls every other night, I learned more about
them and their countries. Even if I could not speak perfect
Japanese, or some Spanish-speaking girls could not speak
perfect English, we all used gestures to understand one
another and it was an interesting experience. We never gave
up trying to figure out what we were saying to one another,
which made me keep my hopes up high of communicating
after the program was to end.

On the fourth day, I learned the most about the cultural
aspect of Okinawa. On our trip to the Shuri-jo Castle and
the Prefectural and Art Museum, the predecessor emperors
of the country were discussed. Their way of life, war,
and business was traced as far as the 14" century. At the
museum, Okinawa’s aesthetic nature and animals were
displayed in glass cases about its impact and importance to
the island. A lot of snakes like to crawl around the grounds
of Okinawa!

The day came to a close with our second Eisa class with
our teacher "Toshi sensei" at the gym of the I[toman Seinen
no le. For an intense hour and a half, the beginners tried
their best to remember the steps of the dance, while the
already learned members of the group patiently helped
around. At the time, I was yet to remember the steps very
vigorously.

The peace study segment of the program during day five
was the most thought-provoking and emotional day of the
week. The visit to the Peace Memorial Museum brought
some to tears as they viewed photographs of helpless
children and military soldiers wounded during the Second
World War. One exhibit room shook me the most; a room
had a replica of a cave hiding a family with a soldier and a
crying baby. Apparently, if the baby did not keep quiet, the
soldier was forced to kill the baby and I saw the tears in the
mother’s eyes...I could not imagine the pain and suffering
many families had to go through during these hard times.

At the Himeyuri Momnument, we were honored and
lucky enough to have a surviving member of the Himeyuri
students recall about her experience during the war. Her
accounts were very graphic that I could not believe it were
real. To have her say "thank you" to me and shake my hand
was something I could never forget. Her speech about
wishing to spread the word about the cruelty of war had me
attheedge of my seat. Tosay she is no superhero would be
an understatement.

On a lighter note, we strolled down Kokusai-dori Street
to learn about the social portion of Okinawa. Kokusai-dori
Street was originally a street were all the entrepreneurs
began their small business that boomed to more stores
like a domino effiect. It was after the struggle of the World
Wars that brought hope to the community as the economic
status began to rise again. After walking around window
shopping, everyone got a frozen treat to enjoy the summer
day! Thank you again to the staff members who gave us a
nice dessert!

On the second to the last day, a workshop was held
to discuss more historical and social facts about the
Uchinanchu people. This time, we learned about the
immigration of Okinawans to Hawaii, Brazil, Peru, and
America. It was interesting listening to a story about the
cultural identity about a Japanese-Peruvian girl, just like
me. I used to be confused with my identity, as to whether
or not I was either or, though I am Japanese by blood.
However, during the last days of the program, I began to
realize that I feel more Okinawan after I learned so much
about my past, my people, and traditions. I learned to view
the world in a more nature-loving way and learned to be
more understanding after all the cultural and historical




studies. I felt more at home.

The day ended with lots of music and dancing as the
members of the Junior Study Tour performed the Miruku
Minari Eisa dance in front of the public! I made minor
mistakes, but the thrill to show the people how much
I learned in so little days made me happy that I am
Okinawan. The performance ended in tears because of
the departure from our new found friends. Although it
was notour last day together, knowing that we all had to
bid farewell tomorrow at the party was devastating, but
everyone did their best to smile.

The farewell party on the last day was enjoyable! Many
students shared performances from their country, like
dances from Peru, Bolivia, Argentina, and Cuba. Others
did musical performances from Germany, while some sang
Okinawan songs. It made me happy to see how different
cultures all came together in that one night, topped off with
testimonial speeches by every member of the group. It truly
was a sad evening, but as we sang and danced away into
the night, the memories will be forever bonded and kept
within our deepest memories. All the friends [ made from
different countries are eternally kept in my heart and in
touch via internet. It makes me happy that even though the
distances are apparent, we will still in touch.

Our official farewell to each other at the airport was
very difficult, due to the tears many have shed and their
begging demands to not leave. It would be much easier and
comforting to come back every year, but wishful thinking
has its faults. Cameras were passed around to have our last
portraits of our smiling faces, and personal information was
passed to keep in contact. The air was indeed saddening,
but like the Okinawans say, it was not a goodbye, only a,
"see you later." Within one week, I learned more than what
I could have learned in a full year’s worth in school, and
I would not have it any other way. I wish to deeply thank
Okinawa for the gratifying opportunity I always wished
for. For all the staffand chaperones who made sure of our
safety and understanding during translations, having their
aid had made the program a great success! JST 2010 thank
you!
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Okinawa

Okinawa was one of the greatest experiences that I have
ever had in my life. There [ met many very interesting kids
that I will remember for the rest of my life. There we did
tons of amazing things such as visiting the war memorial
museum, going to the beautiful hot and sandy beaches,
hiking up an amazing river and going to the Okinawan
aquarium.

The excursions that I liked the most were when our group
hiked up the river and we encountered a habu (poisonous
snake) in Japanese and even though it was a frightening
experience, it is one that I will remember for the rest of my
life. As we continued hiking the river we found many more
exciting creatures crawling, swimming and jumping about
such as the river eel we briefly saw or the river shrimp that
pinched me when I grabbed it. Another amazing time I had
was when we visited the amazing aquarium in Okinawa;
there we saw the most amazing sea creatures. There were
manta rays (the only aquarium to have that many manta
rays), 3 giant whale sharks (all in one tank), sleeping sharks
that would lay down on the ground all the time but always
had one eye open and finally deep sea fish that have worm
like tongues that glow to attract smaller fish. These two
experiences were the most amazing thing for me to see
there except an unforgettable thing were all the people. I
think my experience was so great because everyone was so
great and loved to be with the other kids even though some
of us didn’t speak the same language. A great thing about
my trip was that I found language was not a barrier but
more of a cultural thing that helped me understand where
everyone came from.

The places we stayed were incredible; my personal
favourite was the Higashi camp site because all of the guys
played poker for hours and the campsites so similar to my
last name Higa even though in kanji they’re different. I
also found out that Higa is quite a common last name in




Okinawa and I loved to take pictures of anything that had
it such as Hama-Higa Island (Half Hama, Half Higa), all
the Higa’s in the Telephone books or the Higa watch repair
shop.

An amusing thing about Okinawa was there were
hundreds upon hundreds of vending machines except
none of them served food, only drinks! Not only were the
vending machines different but even the mcdonalds were
different, there they didn’t have a big mac but instead
a samurai pork burger which I thought was absolutely
incredible!
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Re discovering Okinawa though the Junior Study Tour

I think that the Junior Study Tour program is an
incredible program to experience. The trips were great and
especially I was impressed by the kindness and the energy
of the organizers and the volunteers. I was always having a
good time and wasn’t bored once during the entire trip.

When [ first met all the other members of the tour I was
really nervous because I don’t speak any Japanese. But that
didn’t really prove to be a problem. If anything it made
everything more fun. I got to help some kids speak more
English and they helped me to improve my Japanese (and
other languages too). One of the things that I enjoyed most
about the trip was just talking to other participants from all
around the world and getting to know them. I had no idea
that there were other Okinawans spread so far and wide.

During the tour we went on many field trips and
workshops. They were really fun but also very interesting
and especially educational. At the Peace memorial museum
L learned so much about Okinawan hardships it was hard to
believe that anyone could go anything like that. The out trip
that I enjoyed the most was the trekking through the forest
of Higashi no sawa. During that hike I really got the feel
of how tropical Okinawa was, from the lush growth to the
over large spiders and sudden appearance of Habu.

For me the most exciting part of the trip was the Eisa
performance with Ryukyu koku Matsuri Daiko. I was
also much honored to have performed to the live music of
Hidekatsu. It was a once in a lifetime experience.

Junior Study Tour was definitely a great experience for
me, I had a great time and I learned a lot about Okinawan
culture and heritage. Even though I live on the opposite
side of the world I still feel connected to all Okinawans
by the Uchinanchu spirit within us. I want to share my
experiences with Junior Study Tour with the younger
generations in my kenjinkai to keep the Okinawan culture

alive.
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Junior Study Tour 2010

Zunichst einmal mochte ich mich fiir diese tolle Woche
bedanken. Sie haben die Tour sehr gut organisiert, es hat
mir eine Menge Spall gemacht und ich habe sehr viele
Erfahrungen fiirs Leben gesammelt.

Am ersten Tag war alles noch sehr neu fiir mich und
ich fand zunéchst nicht richtig Kontakt zu den anderen.
Ich denke, ihnen ging es nicht anders. Ich war sehr
aufgeregt, als wir die Selbstvorstellung machten und auch
bei der Landervorstellung war ich recht nervos. Doch die
nachfolgenden Spiele lockerten die Atmosphéire und wir
lernten uns dadurch besser kennen. Bei der Welcomeparty
lernte ich viele verschiedene Leute kennen, und die Rede

des Drittgouverneurs und die Performances von Jessey
(Karate), Maho und Akari (Sanshin) u. a. haben mich sehr
beeindruckt.

2. Tag: Nach dem Friithstiick besuchten wir das
Prefectural Government Building, wo wir von der
Vize-Gouverneurin eindrucksvoll empfangen wurden. Nach
der Zeremonie machten wir uns auf in Richtung Bankoku
Shinryoukan. Als wir empfangen und gefiithrt wurden,
erfuhren wir, was ,,Bankoku Shinryo" bedeutet und dass
Okinawa damals die Rolle der Briicke zur Welt sein wollte.
(z. B. zu Japan, China, Siidostasien u. s. w.)

Das ist deswegen umso interessanter, weil dort im
Jahr 2000 der G-8-Gipfel stattfand. Danach besuchten
wir den Expo-Park. Das Riesenaquarium mit vielen
verschiedenen faszinierenden Fischen und die folgende
Delphin-Show haben mich sehr beeindruckt. Am Schluss
des Expo-Park-Besuchs waren wir am Strand und spielten
Fufiball und badeten im schonen blauen Meer. Das war
aber fiir uns leider viel zu kurz. Nach der Ankunft im ,,
Tsutsuji Eco-Park" gab es ein gemiitliches Essen und die 2.
Landervorstellung. Das Wohnen in einer Hiitte in der Natur
war so toll!

Am nichsten Morgen (3. Tag) machten wir uns auf in
den Yanbaru-Dschungel. Die Natur am eigenen Kérper zu
erfahren war ein einziges Abenteuer. Hazuki und ich
unterhielten uns gerade, als wir uns umdrehten und
bemerkten, dass wir iiber eine ,,Habu" gelaufen waren. Das
hat uns total verunsichert. Durch brusthohes Wasser zu
schwimmen, viele Insekten zu sehen, sich die Spinnennetze
aus dem Gesicht zu wischen und Angst zu haben, die
Spinnen im Gesicht zu haben, hat uns trotzdem nichts von
dem SpalBl genommen und unsere Gemeinschaft noch einmal
gestarkt. Nachmittags hatten wir die erste Eisa-Lesson.
Diese war sehr interessant und cool, es war aber nicht
einfach, die richtigen Schritte und Kérperbewegungen zu
lernen. Am Abend gab es das himmlisch schmeckende
BBQ und einige lustige Spiele und dann das grof3e Finale,
das Campfeuer. Es war einfach wunderschon! Solche
Momente wiirde man gerne wiederholen, wenn man konnte.

Am 4. Tag ging es zur Shurijo-Castle-Besichtigung und
zum Kennenlernen der Umgebung (Kinjo-Town). Unser
Guide erkldrte uns viel iiber das Schloss und den Kaiser.
Am Nachmittag besuchten wir das Okinawa Prefectural
Museum, wo wir viel iiber die Natur und Geschichte
Okinawas lernten. Danach fuhren wir zum Naha-City-Tr
aditional-Arts-and-Craft (Tembusu-Kan), wo wir Sanshin
spielen lernten. Es hat mir personlich Riesenspall gemacht,
den Unterschied von Pentatonik und Notation von Noten
kennenzulernen. Spéter fertigten wir dann bunte Bingata
an. Am Abend gab es die 2. Eisa-Lesson. Fazit des Tages:




Es ist bewundernswert, dass sich auf einer so kleinen Insel
eine hohe Kultur entwickelt hat!

Tag 5: Zuerst besuchten wir das Okinawa Peace
Museum. Die Stimmung dort war sehr bedriickend. Wir
sahen uns einen Film iiber den Krieg an und sahen die
Zerstorung und den Tod und das Leid vieler Menschen.
Uns allen war klar: Es soll nie wieder Krieg geben! Meine
Oma hat dies alles als 16-jdhriges Miadchen erlebt und
gesehen, wie unzidhlige Kameradinnen starben oder sich
selbst umbrachten. Danach gingen wir noch in den Peace
Memorial Park, wo ich am Grab meiner Uroma die Zeichen
ihres Namens mit Papier abpauste. SchlieBlich besichtigten
wir das Himeyuri Peace Monument, wo wir zunéchst Ruri
Miyuras bewegenden Kriegserfahrungen zuhérten und
dann das Museum besuchten. Nach dem Besuch gab es fiir
mich einen Grund mehr, warum ich nie in den Wehrdienst
in Deutschland gehen werde. Am Nachmittag gab es eine
Besichtigung in der Heiwadori und in der Umgebung, z. B.
im Topferviertel. Auf dem Markt trafen wir eine 92-jihrige
Verkiuferin, die wir im deutschen Fernsehen schon einmal
gesehen hatten und machten ein Foto mit ihr. Nach dem
Abendessen war wieder eine Eisa-Lesson angesagt.

Tag 6: wieder im Tembusu-Kan. Wir machten einen
interessanten Workshop mit Spielen und Prisentationen.
Darunter waren Themen wie z. B. Saori und ihr Problem
mit ihrer peruanisch-japanischen Identitdt. Ich bin halb
deutsch und halb japanisch und das ist gut so. Nach dem
4. Eisa-Training, das zugleich die Generalprobe fiir unsere
Performance war, ging es endlich los. Wir zogen unsere
Kostiime an und tdtowierten uns die Flaggen von unserem
Land und von Okinawa auf die Backen. Auf dem groflen
Vorplatz vom Tembusu-Kan tanzten wir in Anwesenheit
des Fernsehens und vieler Zuschauer. Darunter waren
meine Oma und Bekannte, die mir Mut und Energie gaben.
Nachdem wir unsere Performance ohne gréfere Fehler
bestanden hatten und dann alle auf dem Platz tanzten, war
die Stimmung gelost. Einige waren zu Trénen geriihrt.
Leider war dann auch schon Schluss des Tages.

Der letzte Tag: die Abschlussfeier. Alles war so beriihrend:
dass wir fast alle unter Trinen den Abschlussbericht
gelesen haben, dass wir alle eine edle, mit Gold verzierte
Urkunde bekamen, dass wir die Performance unserer
Freunde aus aller Welt sahen, dass wir noch mal Eisa tanzen
durften, dass wir alle zusammen ,,Shimanchu no Takara"
sangen, dass wir uns gegenseitig unsere T-Shirts bemalten
und dass sich niemand von unserer Gemeinschaft trennen
wollte. Es waren alles sehr schone Momente. Im Groflen
und Ganzen kann ich sagen, dass dies die schonste Woche
meines Lebens war und dass ich auch noch eine Woche
ldnger hitte bleiben kdnnen. Diese Gemeinschaft war

einmalig und wir alle hatten etwas gemeinsam, worauf wir
wirklich stolz sein kénnen: Wurzeln in Okinawa.

Vielen Dank an Maria, die geduldig bestimmt 1000 Fotos
gemacht hat, Iji, der aufgeschlossen und humorvoll mit
uns SpiBe gemacht hat (Mousse au chocolat!), Takuya, der
sehr viel fiir uns im organisatorischen Bereich getan hat,
Toshi, der uns mit viel Geduld Eisa-Tanzen beigebracht
hat und Katsuren-San, der uns bis zum Schluss und zur
letzten Sekunde gefiihrt und geleitet hat. Es hétte ohne
diese Menschen nicht geklappt! Und zu guter Letzt mochte
ich Okinawa, meiner zweiten Heimat, danken, die mir diese
fantastische Gelegenheit und unvergessliche Erinnerungen
geschenkt hat. Noch einmal ,,Herzlichen Dank!" und ,,
Teamo",
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Relatorio de Junior Study Tour 2010

Em meados do més de maio, eu recebi convite do
Presidente da Associagdo Okinawa Kenjin do Brasil para
ser responsavel pelos 03 jovens brasileiros que iriam
participar do Junior Study Tour deste ano e eu aceitei de
pronto pois além de participar de uma experiéncia inédita
para mim, seria uma oportunidade de reencontrar os
parentes e amigos de Okinawa, e tinha férias deste ano que
poderia usufruir.

Enquanto aguardava a aprovagdo da Diretoria pela minha
indicacdo, comecei a pensar sobre o programa e consultei
os "sempais" que ja tinham participado como responsavel
" 5| # #F ", Senhor Kimei Kakinohana e o Senhor Tetsuo
Yogui e o proprio Presidente Akeo Yogui. Todos eles
disseram que € muito interessante e legal participar
desse programa e que é uma oportunidade para nds os
acompanhantes também aprendermos mais sobre a arte,
cultura e geografia de Okinawa, o que me deixou mais
tranqiiila.

Quando eu fiz a reunido com os bolsistas de Sdo Paulo
Willian Yuki Yogui e a Maria Eduarda Terumi Tavares
Tamayose, senti o0 peso da responsabilidade de cuidar de
filhos dos outros. Eu que néo tenho filhos, iria cuidar de
filhos dos outros.

Fiquei imaginando como seria visitar Okinawa no verao,
pois ouvia muitos comentarios sobre o calor umido e sol
muito quente. A realidade mostrou que nem € tdo quente
como havia nos dito. O calor da regido de amazonas ao
norte do Brasil é mais insuportavel.

A nossa partida do Brasil foi no dia 13 de julho de
Aeroporto Internacional de Guarulhos, estado de Sao
Paulo onde encontramos o participante de Campo Grande,

estado de Mato Grosso do Sul, Hilton Yuzo Shinzato e
a participante de Bolivia, Airi Kikuyama e a responsavel
Mayumi Arakaki o que me tranqiiilizou por ter com quem
dividir a responsabilidade.

Chegamos em Okinawa, no Aeroporto de Naha, dia 15 de
julho, em torno de 23h00 e fomos recepcionados pelo Professor
Tokuichi Nishihara, Consul Honorario do Brasil em
Okinawa e sua Senhora, Funcionario responsavel pelo JST do
Governo de Okinawa, os responsaveis pela organizagio do
JST da SunAgency, amigos e parentes. Fomos diretamete
para home stay, cada um na casa de seu parente durante
quatro dias.

No dia 20 de julho nos reunimos para o inicio do programa
JST 2010 no Kampo recucenter. A primeira atividade foi
uma reunido de orientagdo juntamente com 0s responsaveis
( 5] #& 3 ) vindos de Nova York, Alemanha, Bolivia, Cuba
e Brasil, mais os promotores e os funcionarios do governo
de Okinawa. Foi feita a auto apresentagéo, resumo do
que seria 0 JST e como deveria ser o nosso procedimento
durante a programagao.

Apds o almogo foi feita a reunido com todos os bolsistas,
21 do exterior, sendo 03 do Brasil, 02 de Peru, 02 de
Argentina, | de Bolivia, 01 de México, 01 de Cuba, 07 de
Estados Unidos, 02 de Canad4a, 01 da Alemanha e 01 de
Nova Caledénia. Foi passada a orientagdo geral, descrigdo
do material e a distribuig¢do do questionario. Nessa
orientagdo foi dito ainda que se algum estudante passasse
mal, ndo entrassemos em panico que todos deveriamos
manter a calma para que pudéssemos encontrar a melhor
forma de atendimento.

Apo0s a auto apresentag@o dos participantes e dos lideres
foi feita a apresentagdo de pontos interessantes dos Paises e
os Brasileiros foram os primeiros a apresentarem. Apesar
do nervosismo dos estudantes brasileiros, acho que eles
conseguiram transmitir o que prepararam.

Foi muito interessante a apresentagdo de cada Pais
participante. Foi louvavel o esfor¢o de cada um em
procurar falar em japonés.

Estava na programagdo desse primeiro dia a atividade de
integracdo dos participantes, com a ajuda dos voluntarios
graduados no ano anterior. Durante essa atividade, uma
estudante de Okinawa, passou mal e teve convulsdo. O que
mais me marcou nesse episodio foi a calma de todos para
lidar com a situagdo, conforme havia sido orientado no
inicio. Eu ndo imaginei que a orientagdo inicial teria
a aplicacdo tdo rapida na pratica. Ndo pude deixar de
comparar com o comportamento dos brasileiros que com
certeza, apesar da orientagdo, teria gente falando alto
e desesperado sem saber como proceder. Felizmente a
estudante voltou ao normal apds alguns minutos e foi




levada ao hospital por precaugio e apds a conversa do
Coordenador com a mée, continuou participando no JST.
Nesse dia constatei que os adolescentes sdo imprevisiveis e
que responsabilidade de cuidar deles € muito grande e quero
externar o meu respeito e admirac@o pela Coordenacgéo e
Liderang¢a do Senhor Massaharu Katsuren, responsavel pelo
programa.

Ainda no primeiro dia teve a recepg¢do de inicio do
programa "well come party", com a presenga de em torno
de 150 pessoas, alguns convidados do Governo e os amigos
que tinha relagdo com os Paises participantes.

As atividades do dia seguinte foi de visita & casa de
Governo de Okinawa e 14 ouvimos as palavras de boas
vindas da Vice Governadora, Katsuko Assato. Uma
estudante Americana e um de Okinawa dirigiram as
palavras de agradecimento ao Governo de Okinawa. Ap0s
cerimoOnia tiramos as fotos oficiais juntamente com a Vice
governadora, para guardarmos de lembranga.

Na visita ao BankokuShinryoukan ficamos sabendo
que foi o local onde realizou a reunido de G8 em 2000.
Fiquei orgulhosa do poder da Provincia de Okinawa que
conseguiu trazer essa reunido para esse local, tornando-se o
centro das noticias na ocasido.

Pudemos ainda visitar "Churaumi Suizokukan" Aquério
e molhar os pés em "Emerald Beach", praia, como parte
do estudo para conhecer a natureza marinha. O mar de
Okinawa € muito rico em espécies de corais e peixes
que habitam e fiquei sabendo Através do filme " teeda
kankan" que assisti no avido, de que os corais do mar de
Okinawa estdo morrendo mas existem pessoas como Koji
Kinjo, ambientalista e amante do mar que se preocupa
em recuperar o mar limpido outrora. Lutou contra todas
as adversidades, superou a falta de apoio financeiro e
conseguiu criar um ambiente artificial para a desova do
coral e est4 trabalhando na reposi¢do dos corais no mar de
Okinawa. O que marca a histéria da vida dele € que a familia
inteira se dedicou para a realizagdo desse sonho, mesmo
passando pela dificuldade financeira, mantiveram-se
unidos para ver novamente os corais crescendo no mar de
Okinawa.

Nessa noite pernoitamos no Tsutsuji Ecopark que fica ao
norte de Okinawa no Higashi-son. E um parque maravilhoso
com toda a infra-estrutura para acomodar os estudantes e
os turistas. No dia seguinte fomos caminhar no meio da
floresta de Okinawa, foi uma experiéncia inédita para mim.
Niao pude deixar de comparar com o pedago de floresta
amazonica que conheci e caminhei. A floresta de Okinawa
¢ mais acidentada cheia de subidas e descidas e a impressdo
sdo de que tem 4gua em abundéncia espalhados em pequenos
riachos, enquanto que em Amazonas as dguas estdo

definidas em grandes rios ¢ as florestas sdo mais planas.

A visita ao Castelo de Shuri e os caminhos de pedras foi
educativo para explicar a época do Reinado de Ryukyu.
A visita ao Museu Estadual e de Belas Artes foi muito
interessante também para conhecimento da evolugdo da
cultura de Okinawa.

Em relag¢do as artes tradicionais de Okinawa, os
estudantes tiveram o workshop de sanshin e da pintura de
bingata e tiveram o ensaio de eisd. Acho que poderia ainda
acrescentar os workshops de dangas (ryubu), de buku
buku tya que € a cerimonia de cha tradicional de Okinawa.

Na pousada em Itoman Casa dos Jovens (seinen no ie) foi
o lugar onde vivenciei a vida de estudante de Okinawa que
conhecia apenas pela leitura de "manga’. Dormir num quarto
onde s6 cabia seis funtons certinho e fazer fila para tomar
banho com um chuveiro s6. Na hora da refei¢do ter o niinero
de salsicha ou tempurd de camar@o ja definido em duas
unidades para cada um, sdo tipo de educac¢éo que néo se vé
no Brasil. No ultimo dia, o coordenador fez a distribui¢do
de alunos para a limpeza dos quartos, corredores, e para
lavagem dos banheiro coletivos imagino que assustaram as
criangas brasileiras mas foi muito educativo. No Brasil esse
tipo de trabalho € feito pelos adultos contratados que tem
baixo nivel de escolaridade e de salario.

Na manhi em que iriamos visitar o Parque da Paz
(?bil\zi%%}%vé?ﬁﬂﬁéé) ¢ Himeyuri no Téo ( DD D D)

; =
levantei com a cabega pesada. Foi passada a instrugéo
dentro do O6nibus de que se alguém estivesse passando
mal ndo era para entrar para fazer as visitas e deveria ficar
descansando no 6nibus. Conversando com o Coordenador,
constatei que o peso na minha cabega estava relacionado
com o ambiente de energia muito densa que iriamos
visitar. Nessas visitas pudemos constatar o horror de uma
guerra e a tristeza que causa para a popula¢do de uma nago.
Somente as pessoas que passaram por isso sabem explicar
0 quanto € inutil, desnecessdria e triste a guerra. Eu conhecia
a histdria particular da minha avé e dos meus pais que na
época eram adolescentes e contam como foi a luta para
sobreviver nessa época. Eu ndo conheci os dois avos,
materna e paterna porque morreram lutando na guerra. As
fotos que tinham deles queimou-se na guerra e nds, netos
ndo sabemos como eram a fisionomia deles. Visitando o
museu do parque da paz deu para ter idéia do que foi a luta
do povo de Okinawa.’Essa preocupagdo dos okinawanos
de conscientizar a importincia da paz para os jovens que
serdo futuros dirigentes ¢ de vital importancia. Somente
o pais que vivenciou os horrores da guerra, consegue
repassar com tanto realismo o sofrimento do povo e os
danos causados tanto fisico, material e principalmente o
psicoldgico. A minha avé paterna perdeu o marido, a casa



em que morava e sobreviveu a guerra com uma perna
amputada por causa de bala e ainda teve que criar quatro
filhos adolescentes sozinha.

Acredito que muitos adolescentes presentes ndo conheciam
de perto o estrago que uma guerra causa e essa visita foi
bom para conscientizar sobre o valor da paz.

A integragdo entre os estudantes foi muito intensa nesses
07 dias que passaram juntos, através de jogos realizados
com os voluntarios veteranos que participaram em anos
anteriores e pela participagdo nos workshops, nos ensaios
de Ryukyukoku Matsuridaiko e principalmente nas
conversas no quarto antes de dormir.

Foi admiravel o aprendizado dos estudantes que
com apenas 04 dias de ensaio conseguiram tocar o
Mirukumunari e fizeram a apresentagdo ao publico no
Kokusaidoori com acompanhamento do cantor dessa
musica Hidekatsu. A apresentacdo foi emocionante,
principalmente sabendo que alguns alunos se dedicaram
solicitando a aula particular com o Toshi sensei para tocar
em grupo.

Tenho certeza de que os estudantes ampliaram os seus
conhecimentos de geografia, arte tradicional, a importancia
da preservagdo da natureza e a necessidade de construir um
mundo de harmonia e paz, mas o que eles lembraréo para o
resto da vida € essa convivéncia e a unido de coragdes que
edificaram em uma semana de convivéncia. Isso ficou
muito claro no relatdério cheio de emogio que cada
participante fez no dia do encerramento. Nos ouvimos com
lagrimas nos olhos a fala de cada um.

Constatei também que mesmo néo conseguindo se comunicar
com palavras, conseguem se comunicar de corag@o para
corag3o.

Para as criangas de Okinawa foi uma oportunidade de
conhecer a cultura estrangeira através de convivéncia com
os estudantes de outros Paises e provavelmente despertou
interesse em conhecer e estudar linguas estrangeiras e quem
sabe estudar fora de Okinawa, ampliando a sua area de
atuacao.

Para as criangas de outros paises o Programa de
JST servira para despertar interesse em aprofundar o
conhecimento sobre a cultura de seus ancestrais, em
aprender a lingua japonesa e o inglés para conseguirem se
comunicar, participar das atividades da associagdo Okinawa
de seu Pais e contribuir para a preservagdo das tradi¢des e
Culturas de Okinawa em diversas partes do mundo.

Estarei orando para que o programa Junior Study Tour
continue ainda por muitos e muitos anos.

Meus agradecimentos a Associagdo Okinawa Kenjin
do Brasil e ao Governo da Provincia de Okinawa pela
oportunidade a mim concedida para participar desse

programa.
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Espectacular Junior Study Tours 2010
Mis tesoros del mundo!!

Junior Study Tours , realmente un programa super
espectacular!!

Los participantes y los protagonistas de este tours son los
chicos descendientes okinawenses de 13 a 17 afios de 11
paises, con el alma lleno de entusiasmo y mucha ilusion.

Realmente es un encuentro de uchinanchu’s pero, con la
absoluta diferencia de idioma, cultura y las costumbres de
la vida cotidiana.

La experiencia de salir a un lugar desconocido, alejados
de sus seres mas querido; para los padres imagino que
debe de ser una gran pena por sus hijos, y para los chicos
de la misma manera a la vez de la emocion y muchas
ilusiones que llevan dentro, cargan con la extrafia sensacion
de miedo y preocupaciones, pero al inicio del programa se
dan cuenta de que todo esas preocupacion estaba demds; ya
que todas esas diferencias que tienen entre si no era ningun
obstaculo para ellos que estan lleno de energia positiva y el
espiritu de uchinanchu que lleva en su alma y en la sangre

es la que hace que nada sea imposible.



Yo personalmente, luego de aceptar de ser tutor de los
chicos, me llené de preocupaciones ya que los chicos de
esta edad son muy dificiles en todo aspecto.... pero a primera
vista me di cuenta lo suficiente de cuan maravillosos
y super genial eran cada unos de ellos. Es mas, me
transmitieron un inmenso d4nimo y gran sentimiento de
cuidarlos y protegerlos mas de lo que pensaba para que
ellos logren con un gran é€xito este tours.

Estoy mas que segura de que los 42 integrantes han
logrado encontrar muchos valores y aprendido muchisimas
cosas que solo en este tours lo podia conseguir.

El significado de este tours es tan grandioso; ya que en
tan solo una semana de programa, cada uno de los chicos
demuestran un increible aprendizaje y una maravillosa
conducta de superacion. Realmente es muy sorprendente!!
Sin duda alguna participar en este tours les ha sido una

experiencia muy importante que marcaron en su vida, ya

que cada uno de ellos ha conseguido lograr y encontrar un
propdsito para seguir luchando para su futuro.

Deseo desde el fondo de mi alma, que jamas olviden
el sentimiento de agradecer a todas las personas que les
brindaron esta espectacular oportunidad, junto al orgullo
de ser uchinanchu y siempre estén seguros de si mismo que
son suficientemente inteligentes para lograr y conseguir
todo lo que se propongan.

Cada uno de los 42 chicos para mi son muy especiales,
ya que se han convertido como mis verdaderos hijos, se
ganaron el gran cariflo con mucho muchisimo amor por sus
mismas virtudes.

Agradezco muchisimo a todos que me han brindado
la gran oportunidad de ser tutor y poder acompaiiar a
estos grandiosos y maravillosos chicos a la Prefectura de
Okinawa, a los conductores del tours, a mis compaifieros
tutores que me trataron siempre con gran carifio, a todos
los okinawenses que nos recibieron con sus calurosos
sentimientos de uchinanchu, y sobre todo a nuestra gran
familia que siempre nos apoyo en todo momento ya que sin
ellos no lograriamos este €xito.

Muchisimas Gracias!!
Deseandoles de todo corazon:

Que sus vida estén llenos de mucha salud y muchisima

Felicidad.
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Junior Study Tour 2010

Mi nombre es ROBERTO GONZALEZ ISHIKAWA
visite OKINAWA recientemente por motivo del JUNIOR
STUDY TOUR 2010 el cual me dio la posibilidad de
conocer la TIERRA de mis ancestros ,la tierra donde nacid
mi abuelo —materno .La tierra donde atin viven sus hijos
mayores los cuales conoci durante mi visita a Okinawa ,
donde fui recibido por mi familia, por los organizadores
del JST y por el grupo de amistad Okinawa-CUBA esta
visita me dio la posibilidad de acercarme mas a la historia
y cultura del pueblo Okinawense. También interactuar
con los participantes de los otros paises presentes en el

evento .Qué al igual que yo tuvieron el honor de visitar
la tierra de nuestros ancestros .Conocer a mi familia,
convivir con ellos, aprender sus costumbres y tradiciones.
Visitar lugares como Castillo SHURLEL parque de LA
PAZ,EL museo HIMEYURI fue una experiencia muy
bonita ya que ellos representan la cultura y la historia de
Okinawa .todos los lugares visitados tanto turisticos como
sociales seran recordados con mucho carifio y agrado
.YA que los mensajes que trasmiten solamente tienen
un objetivo, un propdsito ,un suefio ‘LA PAZ "de todos
los pueblos del mundo .Por eso quiero darle las gracias
al GOBIERNO de la PREFECTURA de OKINAWA A
los organizadores del JST, al sefior KOUYO IJI ,al sefior
KATSUREN MASAHARU, al sefior OTA TAKUYA ,a la
sefiorita NAOMI, a los demas tutores participantes
,sefiora HARUMI de Brasil . sefiora MAYUMI de Bolivia,
al sefior SATOSHI de Alemania, al sefior IVAN de los
estados unidos ,a la sefiorita MARIA Y demas personas
que brindaron su apoyo a la realizacion de este evento Y
a mi FAMILIA por tener el honor de conocerla y el apoyo
recibido durante mi estancia en OKINAWA GRACIAS A
TODOS DOMO ARIGATO GOZAIMASU
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Junior Study Tour 2010 Report

I believe the Junior Study Tour has been a very
meaningful experience for me and the other chaperones
as well. I don’t think anybody can have the opportunity to
participate in special occasions such as this one.

Looking back to the first day to the last, I would
say it was a great job having everybody including
the participants, staff and chaperones join their hands
together to bring the Junior Study Tour to a great success.
Nevertheless, the best achievement we had was the bond
that was created between every single participant that came
to the tour. ‘

In my own opinion, I was saying the tour should have
lasted a little longer, but more than me, especially the
participants must’ve hoped the tour lasted a little longer
as well. The reason being, everybody knew that the good
impressions and memories they had during the whole tour
was going to stay in their mind for a good long time. That
is, the Junior Study Tour was definitely a real good gift
given to all these young people, and this gift will stay in
their mind and heart forever.

As a chaperone, I was challenged to try things I
hadn’t done much before in my life. Some of them are
interpreting, talking in front of a lot of people, and things
like that I am not used to. It was not an easy job at first,
and it would get tiring but I realized how fun it was as
I kept working on it. There were many times when the
participants wouldn’t understand something they were
listening to in Japanese, they would immediately come up
to me and ask "what did he just say?" or "what does that
mean?" so I learned that the guys were really trying hard
to participate in whatever we were doing. I started to feel
more responsibility for the participants so I said to myself I
have to really do my best for everybody. And that became a
motivation for me. I was glad I had the opportunity to help
people by translating. So again, the Junior Study Tour was
a good chance for me to try new things

There were more countless amounts of things I learned
besides that. I got to realize how beautiful Okinawa was.
It was my second time visiting Okinawa, but the trip there,
gave me more reasons to like Okinawa eve.n more. Whether
it was the nature study or walking in the cities, everywhere
we would go made me think to myself "I want to come
back here."

I’ve been living in the United States for about 11years
now, but if [ had the choice to pick a place where I want to
live for the rest of my life, I absolutely will pick Okinawa.



The island is just the perfect place to live for me. From now
on every time [ visit Okinawa I will repeat the same thing
over and over. The one interesting thing is that, I was not
the only person feeling that way. I find it very nice how
all the other chaperons and participants were feeling the
same way about Okinawa. Some participants were there
for the first time in their life, and some people had been to
Okinawa before but still, there was a lot about Okinawa
that they didn’t know about. So again, whenever we
learned something new during the tour, we would all laugh
together, or get sad together. Whatever it was we were
feeling or doing, we were all together.

The night before we had the workshop, the translators
and chaperons got together to have a meeting regarding
the workshop. We were explained the way they wanted to
organize the workshop. They explained to us all the games
they were planning to do, and basically everything they
had in mind. After that the translators and the chaperones
started working on translating stories the participants were
to read the next day. Each one of us translated the stories
into their corresponding language. The toughest part for me
was that I needed to translate some papers from Japanese to
both English and Spanish. It was not easy at first because it
wasn’t something I do on the regular basis, but at the end, I
think it was worth doing it because it was all work for our
participants, and they deserve the best support. We stayed
up pretty late but we had fun at the same time because we
talked about a lot of things. We got to share our experiences
with translating for people, what we think or what are our
thoughts on translating and things like that. It was a fun
experience spending some time and working with people
working on the same field. Everything went smooth at the
workshop. I think seeing the kids having fun at something
we organized was enjoyable. At the workshop we also
worked in little groups and there again, I was translating
and interpreting for the participants but also having fun
myself knowing we did something good.

The Eisa dance by everybody was excellent. I bet every
single participant was proud of their Eisa and maybe was
thinking that their Eisa was the best in the world. During
the practices people who were good were helping people
who were having trouble with it. But everybody was
together at all time. Toshi sensei must’ve felt good seeing
how everybody was trying to collaborate with him.

On the day of the Eisa performance, they gave us the best
dance ever. There probably were some people who messed
up on the steps. There might have been a few who lost the
rhythm. But I will say their Eisa was the best in the whole
world... It was so amazing. It was as if seeing brothers and
sisters who were separated for hundreds of years returning

to their motherland, embracing the dreams and hopes of
their ancestors, and once again dancing their traditional
dance Eisa. Every time I think of that I get goose bumps.
I felt that Okinawa’s tradition and culture are still living
strong in the young hearts. And the tradition and culture
must be carried on to the next generations too. It is tough to
choose what was the best moment in the Junior Study Tour.
But I think they got to show us their love toward Okinawa
and their new born friendship by dancing their Eisa, and
that’s what I liked about it.

As everybody keeps getting closer and closer to each
other, the last day of the tour came. I thought the goodbye
party was going to be a very depressing moment for
everybody including the chaperones. But instead, these
guys did the opposite by not being sad. They did the
rehearsal with no problem, and were hanging out and
laughing in the backstage. Always with laughter until the
end. At the closing ceremony, each participant got the
chance to do a speech about what they thought about the
Junior Study Tour. It was very touching how everyone said
"Te Amo", which is "I love you" in Spanish, to everybody. I
said, "how is it possible to make best friends in such a short
time and you can tell them you love them?" that doesn’
t happen often. During the tour, we would always hear the
words "Te Amo" every now and then. Maybe they were just
playing around. But this time, at the end, when they said
"Te Amo" for thelast time, I think they really meant it.

After that, we saw some people do dances from their
country, people playing instruments and some people
singing too. They also performed their Eisa dance for one
last time. It was amazing this time too. It was so good. I
am hoping for another day. Another day where they all can
dance their Eisa together once again.

Overall, I got to learn a lot of things during the Junior
Study Tour. I got to realize a lot of things, and also found
some things in myself that I should improve. It was just
arare experience full of positive things. I know that this
experience is going to help me become a person I need to
be. I will never forget I was part of this Junior Study Tour.
I would like to become a person that someday could give
back a lot for Okinawa. And if there’s anything I can do,
I will do it with my best for Okinawa. It was an honor for
me to have been able to participate as a chaperone for the
Junior Study Tour 2010. I want to thank all the people in
charge of the Junior Study Tour, the staff, chaperones, and
last but not least, all the wonderful participants for giving
us wonderful moments during the whole tour. Junior Study
Tour 2010, TE AMO !!!
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