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Wesley Ueunten 7 £ A — EEX
(TAYH - HL T R0FBRAE &R)

I thought the Festival was fabulous! It is
incredible that so many people from so many
different places could be taken care of that well. It
was a great celebration of Okinawan identity and
culture.

My only suggestion might not be practical or
implementable, but here it is anyway.

I think that a permanent office or center (even if
small) be established to direct an integrated "Sekai
Shimanchu" program. This program would be
devoted to continuing the energy and momentum
of the Taikai after it is finished. For example,
many good ideas are brought up and discussed at
the Taikai and it would be good to have an office or
center that could coordinate communication and
cooperation across the Okinawan "diaspora" in
doing concrete things to implement these ideas.
Also, a "Sekai Shimanchu" program would be led by
a permanent staff that already has expertise in
organizing the Taikal. That is, instead of starting
anew every 5 years, the program would be led by
people who have experience from the previous
Taikai.

In other words, to the risk of sounding crazy, I
am suggesting that more emphasis be placed on
the #b Bk 7 work of building up the Okinawan
diaspora through creating and maintaining real
communication, exchange and dialog across it. The
Taikai is wonderful and amazing and it makes all of
us proud to be Uchinanchu, but it happens only
every 5 years. I think that the work in the
Intervening years is more important. There are
many things - smaller things - that I think we in
the Okinawan diaspora and the Okinawa
prefectural government can work together on for
our mutual benefit. For example, as a scholar, I
know that there are other Okinawans around the
world who could exchange fruitful ideas and
knowledge that can bring positive recognition to
Okinawa. It would be good to have a central office
or center that could facilitate exchange between
scholars. Further, as a president of a kenjinkai

126

whose members are mainly over 70 and speak only
Japanese and Okinawan, I would like to promote
programs that would involve younger people. One
idea would be to coordinate efforts of home stays
by young Okinawans from Okinawa, Brazil,
Argentina, etc. in San Francisco and homes stays
by young Okinawans here in San Francisco in
those places. It is the actual human connection
that will strengthen the Okinawan diaspora. My
one small critique is that the Taikai is a great
celebration that brings people together for a few
days in the same space and time, but after we
come home, we are again separated in our own
space and time. It takes mutual everyday effort to
break the barriers of space and time.

Lastly, I propose a "Sekai Shimanchu" program
as opposed to "Sekai Uchinanchu" program for two
main reasons. One is that "Uchinanchu" to some
extent excludes people from Amami, Miyako,
Yaeyama, Daito Jima, Yonaguni, etc. and turns
attention away from the diversity that exists in
Ryukyu. The other is that "Shimanchu" would
enable us to confirm commonalities with people
from other island and Oceanic regions such as
Hawai'i, Guam, Samoa, Tonga, Palau, Scotland,
Ireland, Puerto Rico, Cuba, etc. I think that "island"
from the point of view of "continental" or
"mainland" people is that they are isolated, but
"island" from the point of view of "Shimanchu" is
that by necessity to survive and thrive we are all
connected across space and time. I would have to
argue that people from continents, mainlands, and
countries with large economies and political power
such as the US. and Japan are often only able to
see the world from big to small, and top down.
"Shimanchu" are able to see the world as one of
relationships that go from small to big and bottom
up. It is this vision that I think is most important
for the world.

In any case, thank you for your work and
patience.

Susan Fujiko TurnerA—#> 7o 4—F—
(FAUH - FLILIFF—-Fa15 &R)

The five day festival went by so quickly with all
the meetings and lavish parties. The Opening and
Closing Ceremony were very entertaining and

offered something for every age group. We
particularly loved the 1,000 sanshin player
performances and the band “Begin” and singer
Rimi Natsukawa and of course the wonderful
exciting Eisa performances by so many taiko
players. We only wished we had brought all of our
children and grandchildren with us so they could
see what a great culture we've inherited. Thank
you for bringing highlight to accomplished
Okinawans from around the world that we may
honor their great talents and cherish their
contribution to the world.

For all of us who are older and honor our
cultural traditions we missed not having an
opening dance performance to Kagiyadefu
(Kajadefu) which they did play during the sanshin
performance. We all hope to return home more
often and bring prosperity to our friends and
family who still live there.

Thank you for providing excellent public
transportation services during the festival.
Everyone was so kind and welcoming to our return
to Okinawa. We were even invited to stranger’s
homes for dinner and received gifts from people
working in the hotels we stayed.

Our group rented a car and we drove all around
Okinawa so we could see the island all the way to
Cape Hedo and the surrounding areas. We wore
our Uchinanchu Taikai Pass and went to Kori-Jima
and the facility in Ogimi's Bashofu factory.
Everyone received us warmly and welcomed us
back to Okinawa including the wonderful people
working at the Ogimi Village's Office where they
gave us posters for the internationally recognized
Taira Toshiko-san, whose work and teachings
bring us much pride.

The festival was much more greater than we
could have imagined and all of you did such a
wonderful job putting together the event. We
thank you from the bottom of our hearts, wishing
all of you on this beautiful island the very best of
future endeavors and we ask that you continue to
protect the welfare of our people.
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Bill Bachsbaum EJL « /X9 ZJNT) L
(FAUH - YT RZABIBDR)
I would just like to suggest that whenever you
publish the worldwide Kenjinkai listing you include
contact data (web site, Facebook page, email
address, etc.) for each group. This will foster
contact/interaction between the groups.

Keith Aidich ¥—X - TfF1v>a
(FXVH - A>T T FHHBEAR)
I was at the gathering and really enjoyed it. As
far as improving it I would do more advertising.
We stayed a block away from the prefecture office
and really did not get the festive feeling. You need
to hang more banners around the downtown area
and throughout the island to get everyone excited
about the festival. The other people feel the same it
was as if you were just on vacation. We arrived a
week early and that is how we felt. You waited till
the day before it started to put the mascot out on
Kokusai Street just get the flags out and get
people in to the spirit. Perhaps also in front of the
prefecture building or even across the street by
Ryubo make a flag area a put a flag for each
country that is represented at the festival put it up
a week before so everyone can see the countries
where the Okinawa culture is being spread. With
that said the opening and closing ceremonies were
very nice I think everyone enjoyed. Also with the
size of the festival you all deserve and thank you
for doing a very good job setting it up. Again thank
you all and see you in 5 years.
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Lorraine Mitsu Teramura AL 1 > - 3V - FH
(7AUAH - Z2-3—-UHBEAE =R)

As far as I could tell, the festival was a great
success. The parade and governor's welcome party
were a nice way to start the festival. The opening
ceremony was beautiful. One of the highlights of
the trip for me was visiting a technical high school
in Naha. The students seemed very excited to
meet and exchange cultural ideas with us. They
even asked us to come back next year!

On Friday, we visited Nago and met the mayor.
Then on Saturday, our kenjinkai's yeisa group
successfully performed at the National Theatre to a
sold-out crowd. On the last day of the festival, we
spent the whole day at the cellular stadium until
the closing ceremony. Five days went by very fast
but I personally enjoyed every minute!

I love Okinawal
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(1) Parade ... Great !
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B NVEJID A1% an excellent choice | Their
selected songs were appropriate, too.
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F L7720 W5 Begin 3£ Stage set-up & 9 T\
H4&® Timing T. Stage Direction IZ& - (¥
T9,

BEGIN & X 22572 T3 Il [BAOFE 13T $
TR E T, X Wik - i Group song TK
SOOI EF=D ) OB Icening TL 72,
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774 =% — (U2%) off#E., 1700 (?) ©
2% T4 AR I Y C Vividly impressive and they
are still in my mind. They made me very proud to
be one of the Uchinanchus who attended the
festival 2016.
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This was my second festival. 1st as President.
This time I participated in much more things
offered by festival.
Most important feedback for Non-Japanese
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speaking USA attendees is to have

1. English version of all communication at the
same time as Japanese version.

2. Give the FESTIVAL GUIDE at the beginning
at opening ceremonies or send with registration
pack in advance for tourist planning & not at end
at closing. (I prefer send with registration pack
or place pdf version online on website - even
posting this past guide online will be helpful for
general tourism.) Many of our questions were
addressed in guide, but we got them TOO
LATE to take advantage. If possible send pdf file
or post 2016 Guide on website for download.

3. Loved the efforts made by the festival
committee. All staff members were polite &
welcoming. THANK YOU!

4 . Committee reconvenes too late to get
information out in timely manner for tourist
planning. Most of us buy our tickets 6 months
ahead of festival. If we had information of what
else is going on in Okinawa we can adjust our
travel plans to include extra activities. If tour
packages are offered early enough, we can visit
other islands and other events.

5. Maximize tourism for Okinawa. Help travelers
know more of what Okinawa offers.

6. I really missed the Naha bus tour of 2011. I
thought that gave the most comprehensive intro
to Naha area & culture for new tourists.
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Thank you again for the great work you and
your staff have done. Vancouver Okinawa-ken
Yuaikal participants immensely enjoyed the
festival.

I have two suggestions.

First suggestion is to add an additional
conference for the Kenjinkal presidents to give us
an opportunity to network so that we can
exchange information and find out how each of the
Kenjinkais are operating around the world. The
Yuntaku Sabira conference held on Friday,
October 28, which I attended was great but
unfortunately, we did not have enough time to
interact with other Kenjinkai leaders. The Yuntaku
Sabina conference was more to do with how to
better prepare for the next five years leading to
the 7th Uchinachu Taikai.

My second suggestion is to eradicate the Rave
music at the closing ceremony. Many attendees
including myself, thought the Rave music was quite
overwhelming. It was very loud and very
uncomfortable on one’s body. I did notice many of
the seniors leaving the stadium early because of
the loud Rave music.
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1. The Uchinanchu Festival is very well
organized, but there is one limitation.

2. It appears that a new Committee is set-up in
the Okinawa Prefecture Office for every
Uchinanchu Festival.

3. A lot of proposals are made during the various
Meetings but these are just repeated every
Festival.

4 . Nothing gets implemented as there is no
permanent division or department in the
Okinawa Prefecture office that deals only with
the Uchinanchu Festival.

5. I think it would be good idea to have a
permanent division or department in the
Okinawa Prefecture Office that only deals with
Uchinanchus overseas and the Uchinanchu
Festival
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Attn : Numbers outside of North, Central and South America are Kenjinkai menbers (as in 2016)
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