FY2026 “Worldwide Uchina Network Enhancement Promotion”
Okinawa Performing Arts Instructor Dispatch Program
Application Guidelines

1. Overview of the “Worldwide Uchina Network Enhancement Promotion” Okinawa Performing Arts Instructor Dispatch Program
This program dispatches instructors of Okinawa’s diverse and attractive performing arts to overseas Kenjinkai that host events related to “World Uchinanchu Day” to support their events and activities. The program aims to promote the appeal of Okinawa internationally while sustaining, developing, and strengthening ties between Okinawa and overseas Kenjinkai.

2. Objectives
(1) Promote the establishment and raise awareness of “World Uchinanchu Day” (event-related support)
(2) Expand cultural efforts within overseas Kenjinkai that contribute to strengthening the Uchina Network
(3) Foster greater interest and awareness of Okinawan culture among overseas stakeholders, particularly the younger generations

3. Program Details
Around October 30, 2026, Okinawan cultural and performing arts instructors will be dispatched from Okinawa to overseas Kenjinkai holding commemorative events for “World Uchinanchu Day.” Through this program, Okinawa Prefecture will support overseas Kenjinkai in proactively and continuously supporting events and related activities for “World Uchinanchu Day” to deepen their bonds with their homeland, Okinawa. 
However, please note that the duration of instruction and the number of instructors may vary depending on the FY2026 budget.
　
(1) Instruction Period: Approximately seven days, combining online instruction and on-site instruction
(2) Performing Arts Genres: Eisa, Sanshin, Ryukyuan dance, Shishi-mai (lion dance), etc.*
*Please refer to “9. Points to Note”
(3) Number of Host Countries: Approximately three countries
(4) Number of Dispatch Instructors: One to two per country
(5) Activity Content: Cultural and performing arts instruction as requested by overseas Kenjinkai
(Participation by instructors in events, including joint performances, will require separate consultation.)
(6) Instruction Methods: 	① Online instruction or video streaming 
② On-site instruction (Hybrid method is also available.)

4. Application Requirements
(1) Host Organizations
Overseas Kenjinkai officially registered with the Okinawa Prefectural Government (OPG)
(2) Eligibility Criteria
① The Kenjinkai will be holding an event related to “World Uchinanchu Day” on or around October 30, 2026. (All event-related expenses shall be borne by the overseas Kenjinkai.)
② The Kenjinkai must demonstrate an active commitment to the inheritance and development of the Uchina Network for future generations and have the intention to continuously hold events celebrating “World Uchinanchu Day.”
③ The Kenjinkai must appoint a coordinator (liaison officer) with sufficient Japanese-language proficiency to facilitate communication with the OPG and any organizations designated by the OPG.
④ The Kenjinkai must have a structure that enables cooperation with the program under the consensus of all its members.
⑤ The Kenjinkai must be able to prepare the necessary items for instruction (e.g., taiko drums, costumes, sanshin, etc.).
⑥ The Kenjinkai must be able to communicate and coordinate smoothly with instructors and coordinators appointed by the OPG.
⑦ The Kenjinkai must be able to comply with other requests for cooperation made by the OPG.
⑧ The program must not be used for religious, political, or commercial purposes.

5. Expenses Covered by OPG
(1) Travel expenses related to the dispatch of instructors (airfare, accommodation*, local transportation costs*, visa fees, travel insurance, and other travel-related expenses)
*Please refer to “9. Points to Note”
(2) Honoraria for instructors*
*Please refer to “9. Points to Note”
(3) Transportation costs for instructional materials required by instructors
(4) Costs for practice venues used during the instructor's stay (partial coverage, subject to a maximum limit)
(5) Other expenses deemed necessary by the OPG

6. Responsibilities of Overseas Kenjinkai
(1) For on-site instruction
· Support for local transportation arrangements and homestays for the instructors (including meals)
· Selection and arrangement of practice venues
· Communication with and notification of participants
· Support in the event of emergencies
· Other matters necessary for implementing instruction
(2) For remote instruction
· Arrangement of equipment and venues for remote instruction and maintenance of a suitable internet environment
· Communication with and notification of participants
· Provision of videos and photographs of “World Uchinanchu Day” related events hosted by the Kenjinkai to the OPG or their designated representatives. (These materials may be used for the prefectural reports, websites, etc.)
· Other matters necessary for implementing instruction


7. Application Documents
(1) Required Documents
① Application Form (designated format)
② Event Proposal (if available)
(2) Submission Deadline
Must Arrive by 5:00 PM on Friday, April 17, 2026 (JST)
(3) Contact for Submission
Uchina Network Promotion Section
International Exchange Division
Department of Culture, Tourism, and Sports
Okinawa Prefectural Government
Address: 1-2-2 Izumizaki (5F), Naha City, Okinawa, JAPAN 900-8570
TEL: +81(98)866-2479   FAX: +81(98)-866-2960
E-mail：aa082400@pref.okinawa.lg.jp
(4) Submission Method
Please submit the required documents by email.
　
8. Application Process
(1) Application Deadline			Friday, April 17, 2026
(2) First Screening (Document Review)		Late April 2026
(3) Second Screening (Online Interview)		Early to mid-May 2026
(4) Notification of Results			Late May 2026
(5) Arrangement of Instruction Details		Mid-June 2026 onward
*Detailed arrangement will begin after mid-June once the program contractor has been selected.

9. Points to Note
(1) This program is implemented using subsidies from the national government. This call for applications is a preparatory procedure prior to the decision on subsidy grant. Therefore, if the subsidy for the FY2026 program is not approved, the program may not be implemented. Furthermore, if there is a large number of applicants, online interviews (screening process) will be conducted to determine dispatch destinations. Details of the online interview will be provided separately.
(2) For on-site instruction, accommodation is expected to be provided, where possible, through homestays at the homes of the Kenjinkai members (including meals). We also request, where possible, round-trip transportation between the nearest airport, the homestay location, and the practice venues. Honoraria for these arrangements will be discussed separately after the selection process. 
(3) The OPG does not provide financial support for events hosted by Kenjinkai (e.g., personnel costs, venue fees, advertising expenses, transportation costs, or other honoraria). However, consultation on event planning and agenda can be provided after selection. In addition, performances by dispatch instructors at the event will require separate consultation. 
(4) If selected, information such as the names of the host organizations and their representatives, and event details may be used in OPG’s program reports, statistical materials, websites, and may also be shared with media outlets or other organizations. Please ensure that all relevant parties are informed of this in advance.
(5) We kindly request your cooperation in completing a follow-up questionnaire after the dispatch program.
(6) For requests involving instruction genres not listed above or for inquiries requiring coordination, individual consultations are available prior to application submission. Please feel free to contact us.
